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CalChamber Vote Record: Major Bills 2015

This report for the first year of the
2015-2016 legislative session focuses on
California legislators’ floor votes on
California Chamber of Commerce
priority bills.

This is the 41st vote record the Cal-
Chamber has compiled. The CalChamber
publishes this report in response to
numerous requests by member firms and
local chambers of commerce that would
like a gauge by which to mea-
sure the performance of their
legislators.

To help readers assess
legislators’ vote records, the
charts group bills into six
areas: education, environmen-
tal regulation, health care costs,
labor costs, legal costs, and
workers’ compensation.

Partial Picture

No vote record can tell the
entire story of a legislator’s
attitude and actions on issues
of importance to business. To
fully evaluate your legislative representa-
tive, consult the legislative journals and
examine your legislator’s votes in com-
mittee and on floor issues.

You can view these via links at www.
calchambervotes.com.

Many anti-business bills were rejected
by legislators in policy or fiscal commit-
tees, thus stopping proposals before they
reached the floor for a vote. The vote
record does not capture these votes.

Most bills in this report cover major
business issues that are of concern to both
small and large companies.

The CalChamber recognizes that
there are many bills supported or
opposed by business that are not
included in this vote record and analysis.

Factors Considered

The CalChamber considers the follow-
ing factors in selecting vote record bills:

* The bills and votes reflect legisla-
tors’ attitudes toward private enterprise,
fiscal responsibility and the business
climate.

¢ Each bill was a CalChamber priority
in a particular field. Priority bills have
appeared in the “Status Report” sections
of Alert.

* The bills were voted upon by either
the full Senate or Assembly. This year,

the vote record covers 13 votes in the
Senate and 13 votes in the Assembly.

¢ Unless otherwise noted, final floor
votes are shown. Concurrence votes and
conference report votes are considered
final votes.

When ‘Not Voting’ Helps

Sometimes a legislator is unwilling to
vote against a colleague, but is willing to

VOTE RECORD VOT

support the CalChamber’s opposition to a
bill. In such cases, a legislator may
abstain from voting, which will hinder
passage of a bill, just as a “no” vote does.

To recognize that not voting can aid
the CalChamber’s opposition to a bill, the
vote record includes the number of times
legislators did not vote “aye” on a Cal-
Chamber-opposed bill in the total for the
column listing actions “in accord with”
the CalChamber’s position, if the legisla-
tor was not absent for the day.

Priority Bills

Education

* AB 575 (O’Donnell; D-Long
Beach) Undermines Teacher Quality.
Makes it harder for school districts to
prioritize student achievement and pro-
vide support to developing teachers by
replacing the state’s existing teacher
evaluation framework with one that,
among other things, would be entirely
subject to collective bargaining and take
away management’s existing authority to
unilaterally establish criteria for measur-
ing student progress and teacher effec-
tiveness. Passed Assembly, June 4, 41-31.
In Senate Education Committee. Cal-
Chamber Opposed.

* SB 499 (Liu; D-La Canada Flint-
ridge) Undermines Teacher Quality.

Makes it harder for school districts to
prioritize student achievement and pro-
vide support to developing teachers by
replacing the state’s existing teacher
evaluation framework with one that,
among other things, would be entirely
subject to collective bargaining and take
away management’s existing authority to
unilaterally establish criteria for measur-
ing student progress and teacher effec-
tiveness. Passed Senate, June 3,
23-16. In Assembly Education
Committee. CalChamber
Opposed.

Environmental Regulation

* SB 32 (Pavley; D-Agoura
Hills) Slows Economic
Growth. Increases costs for
California businesses, makes
them less competitive and
discourages economic growth
by adopting further greenhouse
gas emission reductions for
2030 without regard to the
impact on individuals, jobs and
the economy. Passed Senate,
June 3, 24-15. Failed passage in Assem-
bly, September 8, 30-35. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

* SB 654 (de Leon; D- Los Angeles)
Creates Unworkable Hazardous Waste
Permitting Process. Discourages invest-
ment in upgrading and improving hazard-
ous waste facilities by shutting down
hazardous waste facilities if the Depart-
ment of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC) fails to take final action on the
permit renewal application within a speci-
fied timeframe, even if the permit appli-
cant acted diligently and in good faith
throughout the permit application pro-
cess. Passed Senate, June 4, 21-16.
Assembly Inactive File. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

Health Care Costs

* AB 339 (Gordon; D-Menlo Park)
Increases Health Care Premiums.
Drives up health care premiums by
severely restricting the ability of health
care issuers and pharmacy benefit manag-
ers to control health care costs on behalf
of purchasers through their prescription
drug benefit designs, and places strict
caps on prescription drug copayments.
Passed Senate, September 10, 25-13.
Assembly concurred in Senate amend-
ments, September 11, 50-27. Signed—

See Next Page
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From Previous Page
Chapter 619. CalChamber Opposed.

* AB 533 (Bonta; D-Oakland) Lower
Health Care Costs for Employees.
Preserves the value of employer-sponsored
coverage and protects employee-patients
from unreasonable health care costs by
prohibiting out-of-network providers from
balance billing patients treated in an in-
network facility unless they receive
patients’ informed, written consent before
providing any health care services, and by
allowing patients to count out-of-pocket
payments to out-of-network providers
towards their annual out-of-pocket cap.
Passed Senate, September 10, 25-10.
Assembly refused to concur in Senate
amendments, September 12, 38-10. Cal-
Chamber Supported.

* SB 546 (Leno; D-San Francisco)
Large Group Rate Review. Threatens
employers with higher premiums by
imposing unnecessary and burdensome
new reporting requirements on health
plans and insurers in the large group
market. Job killer tag removed due to
April 30 amendments eliminating autho-
rization for state regulators to veto or
unilaterally alter large-group rate
changes, but CalChamber remains
opposed. Passed Assembly, September
10, 51-27. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments, September 11, 26-14.
Signed—Chapter 801. CalChamber
Opposed/Former Job Killer.

Labor Costs

* AB 67 (Gonzalez; D-San Diego)
Increases California Employers’ Cost
of Doing Business on ‘“Family Holi-
days.” Increases California employers’
cost of doing business and places brick-
and-mortar stores at a competitive disad-
vantage to online retailers by mandating
almost all employers to pay double com-
pensation on Thanksgiving, designated as
a “Family Holiday,” as opposed to any
other significant holiday. Failed passage
in Assembly, June 4, 29-34. CalChamber
Opposed.

* AB 1017 (Campos; D-San Jose)
Frivolous Litigation. Threatens only
private employers with civil litigation and
criminal prosecution for seeking an
applicant’s prior salary and benefit infor-
mation even though the applicant suffered
no harm in compensation from the
inquiry. Passed Senate, September 1,

23-14. Assembly concurred in Senate
amendments, September 3, 42-33.
Vetoed. CalChamber Opposed.

* AB 1506 (R. Hernandez; D-West
Covina) Labor Code Private Attorneys
General Act of 2004. Seeks to limit
frivolous and costly litigation against
employers for technical violations on an
itemized wage statement that does not
create any injury to an employee, by
allowing the employer a limited time
period to fix the violation before any civil
litigation is pursued, so that an employer
can devote its financial resources to
expanding its workforce. Passed Senate,
September 2, 40-0. Assembly concurred in
Senate amendments, September 9, 80-0.
Signed on October 2 (Urgency)—Chapter
445. CalChamber Supported/Job Creator.

* SB 406 (Jackson; D-Santa Bar-
bara) Significant Expansion of Califor-
nia Family Rights Act. Increases costs,
risk of litigation and creates less confor-
mity with federal law by expanding the
family members for whom leave may be
taken, which will provide a potential
24-week protected leave of absence for
employers to administer. Passed Assem-
bly, September 11, 41-30. Senate con-
curred in Assembly amendments, Sep-
tember 11, 23-16. Vetoed. CalChamber
Opposed/Job Killer.

Legal Costs

* AB 465 (R. Hernindez; D-West
Covina) Increased Litigation. Signifi-
cantly drives up litigation costs for all
California employers as well as increases
pressure on the already-overburdened
judicial system by precluding mandatory
employment arbitration agreements,
which is likely pre-empted by the Federal
Arbitration Act. Passed Senate, August
24, 22-15. Senate concurred in Assembly
amendments, August 27, 46-31. Vetoed.
CalChamber Opposed/Job Killer.

* SB 251 (Roth; D-Riverside)
Incentivizing Disability Access and
Education. Seeks to limit frivolous
litigation and claims regarding construc-
tion-related accessibility violations by
providing businesses that have proac-
tively sought to become Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)-compliant with an
opportunity to resolve any identified
violations as well as provide a tax credit
for such improvements. Passed Assembly,
September 10, 70-6. Senate concurred in

e N
Key to Using
This Section

Y means voted for bill.
N means voted against bill.
@ means not voting “aye” on a
CalChamber-opposed bill.
NV means not voting
— means absent.

Boldface type indicates votes in
accord with CalChamber position.

Red column headings are
Job Killer bills.

Green column headings are
Job Creator bills.

The last three columns are a
tabulation of votes in accord with
the CalChamber position, not in
accord with the CalChamber and
not voting or absent.

K /

Assembly amendments, September 11,
40-0. Vetoed. CalChamber Sponsored/
Co-Sponsored/Job Creator.

Workers’ Compensation

* AB 305 (Gonzalez; D-San Diego)
Increases Workers’ Compensation
Costs. Increases litigation and frictional
costs by expanding workers’ compensa-
tion coverage beyond industrial injuries
by barring apportionment for some pre-
existing injuries or conditions. Passed
Senate, September 8, 24-15. Assembly
concurred in Senate amendments, Sep-
tember 9, 60-20. Vetoed. CalChamber
Opposed.

* AB 1124 (Perea; D-Fresno) Work-
ers’ Compensation Pharmaceutical
Formularies. Ensures that clinically
appropriate medications are provided to
injured workers and begins to combat the
overutilization of dangerous and habit-
forming prescription drugs by requiring
the Administrative Director of the Division
of Workers’ Compensation to establish a
formulary for prescription medications in
the workers’ compensation system. Passed
Senate, September 11, 28-4. Assembly
concurred in Senate amendments, Septem-
ber 12, 79-0. Signed—Chapter 525. Cal-
Chamber Supported.
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http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB67&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB1017&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=ab1506&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB406&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB465&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB251&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB305&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=ab1124&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14

PAGE 9

ALERT

WWW.CALCHAMBER.COM

CALIFORNIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

uasqy Jo Hunop 10N
Jaqueygied yum p1o2dy ul JoN
Jaquieydjed yim ploday uj

salie[nwJo4 [eannadeweyd ¥21 | gy
§1S09) Sasealau| GOE gy
uonesuadwo? ,sJaylopm
uoneanp3/ssaday Ajligesiq 1Se s
uoneniqly-nuy 9y dv

|eba]

uoisuedx3 oy siybry Ajiwed 90y @S
Juawiaye)s abem 905 1 gv

uonebni snojoAld Z101 gy
fepijoH uo Aed sjanoq 29 gv
loge

mainay ajey dnoty abie 9SG 9
s9afo|dw3 1o} S1S07) 1aMOT £ES gy
swinjwald Sasealou| 6EE gy

yleay

Bunuwiad aisem zeH 59 4S
abuey9 ajew!|9 z¢ @S

uonenfay |eyuawuoiiAug

fyrenp Jayoes] seulwispun 667 9S
fyrenp Jayoes] saujuspun /G gy
uoneanp3

2015 Assembly Vote Record
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http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB575&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB499&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB32&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB654&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB339&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB533&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB546&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB67&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB1017&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=ab1506&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB406&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB465&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=SB251&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=AB305&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
http://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/search.aspx?t=bill&s=ab1124&go=Search&session=15&id=1dae9efb-651d-4a02-a05d-360ca7965b14
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CalChamber Best Business Votes

Legislators are listed in descending order according to how often they voted in accord with the California Chamber of Commerce
position (first number) versus how often their votes were not in accord with the CalChamber position (second number) in 2015. Total
votes may not match the vote record because the tally for not voting or absent is not included in this list. Votes when a legislator was
absent are not included in calculating percentages.

80% or more with CalChamber  60%-79% with CalChamber 40%-59% with CalChamber Less than 40% with CalChamber

Senate Assembly Assembly
Berryhill, Tom (R) 13-0 Dahle, Brian (R) 13-0 Salas, Rudy (D) 6-6
Cannella, Anthony (R) 13-0 Patterson, Jim (R) 13-0 Burke, Autumn (D) 6-7
Gaines, Ted (R) 13-0 Wagner, Don (R) 13-0 Eggman, Susan Talamantes (D) 6-7
Huff, Bob (R) 13-0 Gatto, Mike (D) 6-7
Morrell, Mike (R) 13-0 Brough, Bill (R) 12-0 Levine, Marc (D) 6-7
Nielsen, Jim (R) 13-0 Harper, Matthew (R) 12-0 Quirk, Bill (D) 6-7
Runner, Sharon (R) 13-0 Jones, Brian (R) 12-0 Rodriguez, Freddie (D) 6-7
Mathis, Devon (R) 12-0 Wood, Jim (D) 6-7
Fuller, Jean (R) 12-0 Mayes, Chad (R) 12-0
Moorlach, John M.W. (R) 12-0 Melendez, Melissa (R) 12-0 Alejo, Luis (D) 5-7
Obernolte, Jay (R) 12-0 Gipson, Mike (D) 5-7
Anderson, Joel (R) 12-1 Waldron, Marie (R) 12-0 Ridley-Thomas, Sebastian (D) 5-7
Bates, Pat (R) 12-1
Nguyen, Janet (R) 12-1 Allen, Travis (R) 12-1 Calderon, Ian (D) 5-8
Stone, Jeff (R) 12-1 Bigelow, Frank (R) 12-1 Chau, Ed (D) 5-8
Vidak, Andy (R) 12-1 Gaines, Beth (R) 12-1 Garcia, Cristina (D) 5-8
Gallagher, James (R) 12-1 Garcia, Eduardo (D) 5-8
Glazer, Steve (D) 10-3 Grove, Shannon (R) 12-1 Hernandez, Roger (D) 5-8
Kim, Young (R) 12-1 Jones-Sawyer, Reggie (D) 5-8
Roth, Richard (D) 9-4 Lackey, Tom (R) 12-1 Lopez, Patty (D) 5-8
Olsen, Kristin (R) 12-1
Galgiani, Cathleen (D) 8-5 Wilk, Scott (R) 12-1 Campos, Nora (D) 4-8
Gordon, Rich (D) 4-8
Allen, Ben (D) 5-8 Chévez, Rocky (R) 11-0 Low, Evan (D) 4-8
Weber, Shirley (D) 4-8
Hertzberg, Bob (D) 4-7 Achadjian, Katcho (R) 11-1
Chang, Ling Ling (R) 11-1 Atkins, Toni (D) 4-9
Mitchell, Holly J. (D) 4-8 Hadley, David (R) 11-1 Chiu, David (D) 4-9
Maienschein, Brian (R) 11-1 Chu, Kansen (D) 4-9
Beall, Jim (D) 4-9 Gomez, Jimmy (D) 4-9
Block, Marty (D) 4-9 Baker, Catharine (R) 11-2 Holden, Chris (D) 4-9
Hall, Isadore (D) 4-9 Mullin, Kevin (D) 4-9
Hernandez, Ed (D) 4-9 Linder, Eric (R) 10-2 Santiago, Miguel (D) 4-9
Hill, Jerry (D) 4-9 Steinorth, Marc (R) 10-2 Stone, Mark (D) 4-9
Hueso, Ben (D) 4-9
McGuire, Mike (D) 4-9 Cooley, Ken (D) 9-4 Bloom, Richard (D) 3-8
Mendoza, Tony (D) 4-9 Daly, Tom (D) 9-4

Bonta, Rob (D) 3-9
de Ledn, Kevin (D) 3-9 Frazier, Jim (D) 8-3 McCarty, Kevin (D) 3-9
Lara, Ricardo (D) 3-9 Nazarian, Adrin (D) 3-9
Leyva, Connie (D) 3-9 Perea, Henry T. (D) 8-4
Liu, Carol (D) 39 Rendon, Anthony (D) 3-10
Wieckowski, Bob (D) 3-9 Dodd, Bill (D) 8-5 Thurmond, Tony (D) 3-10
Wolk, Lois (D) 3-9 Gray, Adam (D) 8-5 Ting, Phil (D) 3-10
Irwin, Jacqui (D) 8-5
Hancock, Loni (D) 3-10 Williams, Das (D) 2-7
Leno, Mark (D) 3-10 Cooper, Jim (D) 7-5
Monning, Bill (D) 3-10 Bonilla, Susan (D) 2-10
Pavley, Fran (D) 3-10 Brown, Cheryl (D) 7-6 Gonzalez, Lorena (D) 2-10
Medina, Jose (D) 7-6
Jackson, Hannah-Beth (D) 2-10
Pan, Richard (D) 2-10 Dababneh, Matt (D) 6-6
O’Donnell, Patrick (D) 6-6
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