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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to study the osteological remains of some individuals discovered
in the "Neolithic” site from Carcea ('La Viaduct" and "La Hanuri” settlements). For this, we studied the human
skeletal representation, and the taphonomic history of the assemblage. This analysis highlighted that the skulls
and long bones (in different degrees of fragmentation, "cut” and some showing evidence for contact with fire) are
the only represented skeletal elements. In the case of 10 individuals the results highlighted that the bones
undergone certain processing stages, due to probably perimortem human action. The evaluation of the
archaeological sample was made in the light of forensic and taphonomic analysis conducted on modern cadavers,
and by comparison with similar archaeological discoveries. Unfortunately, it is not easy to determine what
happened to the initial bodies of these individuals so that in the end only certain (fragmentary) body-parts were
found, and finally "deposited” in a ditch and in pits. The proposed explanation is that the bones were processed
in a desired manner for specific reasons, one of them being that of cannibalism.

Rezumat: In acest articol ne-am propus sa studiem resturile osteologice ale unor indivizi descoperiti in
situl "neolitic” Carcea (punctele "La Viaduct” si "La Hanuri"), din perspectiva gradului de reprezentare si a istoriei
tafonomice a descoperirilor. In urma acestor analize s-a putut observa cd indivizii sunt reprezentati doar prin
cranii i oase lungi afiate in diferite grade de fragmentare, decupate si unele dintre ele cu posibile urme de
ardere. In cazul a 10 indivizi s-a putut documenta o interventie umand, perimortem, asupra oaselor, pe baza
comparatiilor cu studii de antropologie legald si tafonomie realizate pe cadavre moderne, precum Si prin
compararea cu descoperiri arheologice similare. Din pacate este dificil de stabilit in ce context, cum si cu ce scop
au fost astfel manipulate corpurile indivizilor, manjpulare urmata de "depunerea” lor intr-un sant si gropi. Ipoteza
propusa de noi este cea a procesarii oaselor pentru obtinerea anumitor modele, printre motive neputind fi
exclusa nici eventualitatea unor practici de canibalism. Indiferent de perspectiva abordats, studiul acestor
oseminte umane fragmentare si dezarticulate oferd o perspectiva interesantd asupra re-prezentarii conceptelor de
moarte, identitate, culturd materiald in cadrul comunitatii (lor) din perioada "neolitica"” de la Carcea.
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