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The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. 
(Psalm 19:8) 
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Resources in this book: 
10 Booklets: 

- 5 different levels – perfect for homeschool, multi-age classrooms, or any 
class where students have varying reading abilities! 

- Each of the 5 levels include a ½ page black and white student version 
booklet AND an 8 ½ by 11 color teacher version 
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1. What Did Columbus want to do? 

2. What are the names of his three ships? 

3. What new lands did he find? 
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natives met him.  Columbus called them Indians 

 because he thought he had landed in India. 
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Christopher Columbus was born 
in Genoa, Italy in 1451.  He lived 
near the sea and became a sailor 
while he was still a boy.   
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read about other explorers and 
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earth was round like an orange.  
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Columbus set sail in August  
of 1492.  He left with 90 men  
and three ships.  He and his crew  
traveled on the Niña, the Pinta, 
and the Santa Maria. 
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It was a long, hard  trip across the 
Atlantic Ocean.  Columbus’ crew 
wanted to turn the ships around 
and go back to Spain.  Some even 
talked about throwing Columbus 
overboard.  Columbus  said that 
they must continue.   
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Columbus was a good navigator 
and on October 12, 1492, the 
ships landed!    When the men 
walked onto the new land, 
friendly natives met them. 
Columbus called the natives 
Indians because he thought they 
were  in India. They were really  
in the Bahamas, part of the 
Americas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Columbus was a good navigator 
and on October 12, 1492, the 
ships landed!    When the men 
walked onto the new land, 
friendly natives met them. 
Columbus called the natives 
Indians because he thought they 
were  in India. They were really  
in the Bahamas, part of the 
Americas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/


Columbus: Printable Booklets and More  from www.hubbardscupboard.org and www.joyfulheartlearning.com  Copyright © 2015 
 

 
 
Each year, on the second  
Monday in October, we  
celebrate Columbus Day.  We 
remember Columbus’ 
contribution to history as the 
discoverer of the New World. 
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Comprehension 
Questions 

 
1. Why did sailors try to find new routes to India? 
2. Which countries did Columbus ask to supply money for his trip? 
3. What were the names of Columbus’ three ships? 
4. Where did Columbus and his crew land? 
5. Where did he think he landed? 
6. When do we Celebrate Columbus Day? 
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Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy in 1451.   
He lived near the sea and became a sailor while he was still a boy. 
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As he grew older, Columbus made and sold maps and charts.   
He liked to study maps and read about other explorers and their 
voyages. 
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Many sailors wanted to find a new way to get  to India.  They 
wanted to trade for spices and gold.  Columbus thought  that the 
earth was round like an orange.  He thought that if he sailed west 
he could reach Asia. 
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Columbus wanted to try to sail west across the Atlantic Ocean.   
He needed money and asked the king of Portugal.   He refused.  
Columbus then asked the king and queen of  Spain.   
They agreed to help Columbus with his voyage. 
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Columbus set sail in August of 1492.  He left with 90 men and three 
ships.  He and his crew traveled on the Niña, the Pinta, and the 
Santa Maria. 
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It was a long, hard  trip across the Atlantic Ocean.  Columbus’ crew 
wanted to turn the ships around and go back to Spain.  Some even 
talked about throwing Columbus overboard.  Columbus  said that 
they must continue.   
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Columbus was a good navigator and on October 12, 1492, the ships 
landed!    When the men walked onto the new land, friendly natives 
met them. Columbus called the natives Indians because he thought 
they were  in India.  They were really  in the Bahamas, part of the 
Americas. 
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Each year, on the second Monday in October, we  
celebrate Columbus Day.  We remember Columbus’ contribution 
to history as the discoverer of the New World.
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Christopher Columbus lived 
during the age of exploration.  He 
was born as Cristoforo Colombo 
in Genoa, Italy in 1451.  Living 
near the sea, he became a sailor 
while he was only fourteen.   
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As he grew older, Columbus still 
sailed, but he also made and sold 
maps and charts.  He liked to 
study maps and read all he could 
about previous explorers.  He 
especially enjoyed learning about 
Leif Eriksson.   Eriksson was a 
Viking sailor who had sailed west 
and found new lands.  
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Many sailors talked about finding 
new routes to India.  They wanted 
to trade for spices and gold.  
Some also wanted to spread 
Christianity.  Christopher 
Columbus came to believe that 
the earth was shaped like a 
sphere, the same as that of an 
orange.  He also thought that if he 
sailed west he could reach Asia.  
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Columbus desired to prepare for 
an expedition and try to sail west 
across the Atlantic Ocean in order 
to reach India.  However, he 
needed money.  He asked the king 
of Portugal to supply money for 
the trip, but he refused.  
Columbus then decided to ask 
Spain.  After many years, King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of 
Spain finally agreed to assist 
Columbus with his voyage. 
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Columbus set sail in August of 
1492.  He left with 90 men and 
three ships.  The two smaller  
ships were the Niña and the Pinta.  
Columbus was the captain of the 
Santa Maria, the largest ship.   
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The trip across the Atlantic was 
long. Columbus’ crew lost hope of 
ever finding land.  They wanted to 
return to Spain.  Some even 
talked about throwing Columbus 
overboard.  Columbus insisted 
that they continue.  He proved to 
be an excellent navigator. 
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Two months after setting sail, on 
October 12, 1492, the crew 
discovered land.  The men were 
excited and gladly walked ashore 
with the Spanish flag.  Friendly 
natives met them. Columbus 
called the natives Indians because 
he thought he had arrived in 
India. Columbus had actually 
landed in the Bahamas.  He did 
not know that the continents of 
North and South America were 
between Europe and Asia.   
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Many explorers after Columbus 
followed in his path, making new 
discoveries and beginning 
settlements in the Americas.  Each 
year, on the second Monday in 
October, we celebrate Columbus 
Day.  We remember his 
contribution to history as the 
discoverer of the New World. 
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Comprehension 

Questions 
1. What were some of the reasons for sailors to find new routes to 

India? 
2. Which countries did Columbus ask to supply money for his trip? 
3. What were the names of Columbus’ three ships? 
4. Where did Columbus and his crew land? 
5. Where did he think he landed? 
6. When do we Celebrate Columbus Day? 
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Christopher Columbus lived during the age of exploration.  He was born as 
Cristoforo Colombo in Genoa, Italy in 1451.  Living near the sea, he became a  
sailor while he was only fourteen. 
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As he grew older, Columbus still sailed, but he also made and sold maps and 
charts.  He liked to study maps and read all he could about previous explorers.  
He especially enjoyed learning about Leif Eriksson.   Eriksson was a Viking sailor 
who had sailed west and found new lands. 
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Many sailors talked about finding new routes to India.  They wanted to trade for 
spices and gold.  Some also wanted to spread Christianity.  Christopher 
Columbus came to believe that the earth was shaped like a sphere, the same as 
that of an orange.  He also thought that if he sailed west he could reach Asia. 
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Columbus desired to prepare for an expedition and try to sail west across the 
Atlantic Ocean in order to reach India.  However, he needed money.  He asked 
the king of Portugal to supply money for the trip, but he refused.  Columbus 
then decided to ask Spain.  After many years, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
of Spain finally agreed to assist Columbus with his voyage. 
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Columbus set sail in August of 1492.  He left with 90 men and three ships.  The 
two smaller ships were the Niña and the Pinta.  Columbus was the captain of the 
Santa Maria, the largest ship. 

http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/


Columbus: Printable Booklets and More  from www.hubbardscupboard.org and www.joyfulheartlearning.com  Copyright © 2015 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The trip across the Atlantic was long. Columbus’ crew lost hope of ever finding 
land.  They wanted to return to Spain.  Some even talked about throwing 
Columbus overboard.  Columbus insisted that they continue.  He proved to be 
an excellent navigator. 
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Two months after setting sail, on October 12, 1492, the crew discovered land.  
The men were excited and gladly walked ashore with the Spanish flag.   
Friendly natives met them. Columbus called the natives Indians because he 
thought he had arrived in India. Columbus had actually landed in the Bahamas.  
He did not know that the continents of North and South America were  
between Europe and Asia. 
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Many explorers after Columbus followed in his path, making new discoveries 
and beginning settlements in the Americas.  Each year, on the second Monday 
in October, we celebrate Columbus Day.  We remember his contribution to 
history as the discoverer of the New World. 
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1) Label the following… 
Atlantic Ocean  Pacific Ocean  North America  South America 

Africa    Europe   Bahamas 

 
2) Draw the route that Columbus took to the New World. 

A Mapping Adventure 
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Pretend you are Columbus or one of his 
crew.  Write a journal entry about your 
trip across the Atlantic and your 
thoughts on finally seeing land! 
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- Christopher Columbus
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“ You can ~never cross ~the ocean 
 ~unless ~you ~have ~the courage 
 ~to ~lose ~sight of ~the ~shore.”

- Christopher Columbus 
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“ I ~should ~not ~proceed ~by ~land ~to ~the East,  
as ~is customary, ~but ~by a Westerly ~route, 
 ~in ~which direction ~we ~have ~hitherto ~no  
certain evidence ~that anyone ~has gone. “

- Christopher Columbus 
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Down 
1. the king of _______ refused to support Columbus' voyage 
3. the month in which we celebrate Columbus Day 
5. the largest ship in Columbus' fleet 
7. the country that Columbus first thought and hoped he had reached 
10. a long journey to a distant place (especially by sea) 

Across 
2. the direction Columbus thought he could sail to reach Asia 
4. man known for discovering the Americas 
6. one who sails and works on a boat or ship as part of the crew 
8. the country that funded Columbus' sailing expeditions 
9. a person who finds a route to a place 
11. the ocean that Columbus and his crew crossed when heading west from Spain 
12. the location most historians believe Columbus and his crew actually landed 

Christopher Columbus 
 

Created on TheTeachersCorner.net Crossword Maker 
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Vocabulary Crossword  

ANSWERS 

 

Down 
1. the king of _______ refused to support Columbus' voyage  (Portugal) 
3. the month in which we celebrate Columbus Day (October) 
5. the largest ship in Columbus' fleet (Santa Maria) 
7. the country that Columbus first thought and hoped he had reached (India) 
10. a long journey to a distant place, especially by sea (voyage) 

Across 
2. the direction Columbus thought he could sail to reach Asia (west) 
4. man known for discovering the Americas (Columbus) 
6. one who sails and works on a boat or ship as part of the crew (sailor) 
8. the country that funded Columbus' sailing expeditions (Spain) 
9. a person who finds a route to a place (navigator) 
11. the ocean that Columbus and his crew crossed when heading west from Spain (Atlantic) 
12. the location most historians believe Columbus and his crew actually landed (Bahamas) 
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Thank You! 

 

Thank you for purchasing and choosing to use : 

 

 
 

 

 If you have enjoyed this resource, you may also like the other FREE lessons and printables that are available at 
www.hubbardscupboard.org, including Bible Memorization charts, preschool curriculum, story book lessons, printable 

booklets, copywork, and more!  We also have several other products available at our Joyful Heart Learning shop 
www.joyfulheartlearning.com  (some free and some for purchase). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feel free to drop by and connect with us on Facebook, as well! 

http://www.facebook.com/hubbardscupboard 
Thank you, again! 

    Michelle 

Joyful Heart Bible and Rhyme 
Preschool Curriculum 

 for 3-5 year olds 

Celebrating CHRISTmas    His Great Name, and    Steps to the Cross (Easter) 
Seasonal studies and craft ideas to help our children focus 

 on the true meaning of these holidays! 

Word Family Word Work  ,  CVC Word Work   ,   Silent e Word Work  , Vowel Team Word Work, 
Joyful Heart Spelling Skills, and Spelling through Scripture 

 
Phonics and spelling that grow with your child! 

 

http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/
http://www.facebook.com/hubbardscupboard
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/bible-rhyme/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/bible-rhyme/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/christmas/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/his-great-name-jesus/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/easter/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/word-families/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/cvc-word-work/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/silent-e-word-work/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/vowel-team-word-work/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/spelling/
http://www.joyfulheartlearning.com/spelling-through-scripture/

