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The Emperor’s New Clothes 
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The Mystery of Dark Matter 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/DarkMatterPie.jpg
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A Scene from a Nightmare 
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Computational Clairvoyance 
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A Scene from a Nightmare 
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Shantytown 
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State of the Art 
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Golden Calves 
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Reuse 
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Objects 
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Objects vs. Relational 
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An Uneasy Truce 
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Architecture 
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Waterfall 
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L’Enfant and Friends 

http://www.geocities.com/~augusto_areal/minis_ic.htm
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Modular Housing 



Big Ball of Mud -- 19  

Subsystems 
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Modularity 
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Mud and Modularity 
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Agile 
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Lean vs. Craft 



Sufficient Design 
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Agile Ike 
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Correctness 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Just_Say_No


Quality 

http://blog.modernmechanix.com/mags/Time/4-1965/zenith_hand_made.jpg
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Elegance 
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Healthy Internals 
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Gargoyles 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8c/Sleeping-gargoyle.jpg
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The Craftsmen 
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Scavengers 



Dumpster Diving 
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Post-Modern Programming 
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What is Mud? 
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The Formula 

http://www.zippah.com/~dtweed/dilbert/w0726866.htm


Chernozem Soil 
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A Rorschach Test 



Potter Stewart 
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Legacy == Mud? 
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Where Does Mud Come From? 
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Messy Kitchen 
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Disposability 
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Software Decay 



Maintenance 
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Below Average Programmers 
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Above Average Programmers 
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Below Average Managers 
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Above Average Managers 

Big Ball of Mud -- 51  



Big Ball of Mud -- 52  

Big Bucket of Glue 
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The Age of Sampling 
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Metastisis 
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Copy ‘n’ Paste 



Boilerplate 
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How Big is Big? 

Big Ball of Mud -- 58  



Big Ball of Mud -- 59  

10**1, 10**2, 10**3 
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Why Mud Rules 
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They Have a Name 
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 A Dirty Job 
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Gilded Lily 



Aesthetics 
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The Everglades 



Swamp Guides 
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Essential Complexity 
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The Medusa 
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Embrace Intricacy 

http://pizdaus.com/
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r/K Selection 
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Boomtown to Ghost Town 
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Robber Crops 
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Labor Costs 
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Przewalski's Horses  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Chernobylreactor_1.jpg
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Commandos and Infantry 



Big Ball of Mud -- 79  

Tools and Tactics 
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Trench Warfare 
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Sweatshops 



Ranchers vs. Sodbusters 

Big Ball of Mud -- 82  



Big Ball of Mud -- 83  

Sustainability 



Sustainability 
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The Golden Age of Mud 



Mud Reigns 
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Beck on Good Code 
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The Olfactory Method 
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The Mathematics of Addiction 
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Better at Doing it Badly 

<xsl:stylesheet xmlns:xsl="http://www.w3.org/1999/XSL/Transform" version="1.0"> 
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</bestsellers-list></xsl:template> 
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Whitman 
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Joseph W. Yoder 
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Thanks 
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Storytellers 
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Frequent Delivery 
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Joshua Kerievsky 



User Serviceable Parts 

Big Ball of Mud -- 99  



Amish Furniture 
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Amish Furniture 
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Agile Ike 
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Levittown 
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Does Structure Get in the Way? 
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The Swamp 
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The War on Bugs 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Just_Say_No
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Maintenance 
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A Scene from a Nightmare 



Ravioli Code 
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Cannoli Code 
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Lasagna Code 
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Manicotti Code 
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Wormholes 
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Calamari Code 
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Shoddy Workmanship 
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Sprawl 

http://www.sigs.com/publications/docs/objm/9704/9704.booch.html
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The Butchers 


