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j Charles Edward Lumsden, M.D. Aberd., F.R.C. Path. 
1913-1974 

Professor Lumsden, Professor of Pathol­
ogy, University of Leeds, died on 23 June 
1974 at the age of 61. He was born in York, 
brought up in Scotland and educated at In­
verurie Academy and the University of 
Aberdeen, from which latter institution he 
graduated M.B. in 1936. . 

After overseas service with R.A. M.e. in 
World War II he returned to Aberdeen 
where he was senior lecturer from 1945 to 
1950. During this time he did an extensive 
experimental study of allergic encephal­
omyelitis in the guinea pig and laid the foun­
dation for his abiding interest in demyelinat­
mg disease and in due course was recog-

nized as an authority on pathology of the 
central nervous system, in which area he 
contributed many publications. 

In the 1960's Professor Lumsden became 
interested in leprosy problems, particularly 
as related to neuropathology and especially 
concerning the role of Schwann cells in the 
pathogenesis of leprosy. He contributed a 
chapter on "Leprosy and the Schwann Cell 
In vivo and In vitro" in the second edition of 
Leprosy in Theory and Practice published 
in 1964 under the editorship of R. G. Coch­
rane and T. F. Davey. 

- OLAF K. SKINSNES 

Ernest Muir, C.M.G., C.I.E., M.D. IEdin.l, F.R.C.S., LL.D. 
1880-1974 

• :- ...... -.". , w_ 
, 

~ 

With the passing 
of Dr. Ernest Muir 
on I November 
1974 at the age of 
94, Britain has lost 
its doyen leprolo­
gist. 

Dr. Muir was 
born on 17 June 
1880 in Banffshire, 
Scotland. He re­
ceived his later ed-
ucation in Edin­

burgh at Watson's College and then at the 
University Medical School. Qualifying in 
1903, he went that same year as a medical 
missionary to Tiberias, Syria under the aus­
pices of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary 
Association. After a period of leave, during 
which time he passed the clinical part of the 
Edinburgh M.D., h~ spent the next eight 
years in mission work in Bengal. It was here 
that he became deeply interested in tropical 
medicine, completing a thesis on kala-azar 
for submission as part of his doctorate which 
he received in 1910. In 1914 during his next 
leave from India, he passed the examina­
tions for the F.R.e.S. (Edinburgh). 

Leprosy as a medical and social problem 
had fascinated him in Bengal. In 1920 Sir 

Leonard Rogers invited him to develop lep­
rosy research in the recently opened Calcut­
ta School of Tropical Medicine. Dr. Muir 
had found his niche and his life's work. He 
threw himself into the task and, in his quiet 
unassuming way, laid the foundations of a 
career that brought hope to many leprosy 
sufferers that he personally helped and new 
insights into the pathology "and treatment 
of the disease. 

It was in India that his long connection 
with the British Leprosy Relief Association 
began. Dr. Muir was asked to advise the In­
dian Council of BELRA on the utilization of 
funds being raised, and with Rev. Frank 
Oldrieve, gained the personal interest of 
Lord Reading, the Viceroy. Much of the 
present government program in India based 
on survey, training of doctors and research, 
is derived from Muir's perspicacity and 
recommendations. 

From 1925 onwards, Dr. Muir's influence 
on the world of leprosy increased. He trav­
eled far giving lectures and advising in such 
countries as Hong Kong, China, Japan , 
Canada, U.S.A. , and elsewhere. Back in 
Calcutta he stimulated research in treat­
ment, animal experimentation and histo­
pathology. His wide knowledge was rec­
ognized in his appointment as examiner in 
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tropical medicine in Calcutta, and for his 
last two years there (1933-1935) as professor 
of tropical medicine. 

Back in England , still fit and eager to 
help, Dr. Muir became successively the sec­
retary, medical secretary and then medical 
adviser to BELRA. He visited West Africa 
and the Caribbean, becoming for a time 
medical superintendent of the Chacachacare 
Leprosarium in Trinidad . It was here that he 
introduced diasone into the treatment of 
leprosy patients, and he later did some ex­
cellent work using dapsone in Bengal under 
the ausp'ices of The Leprosy Miss ion. 

Dr. Muir' s association with the I nterna­
tional Leprosy Association dates back to the 
days of its inauguration in Manila in 1931. 
He was secretary-treasurer of the Associa­
tion for many years, and secretary-general 
of its international congresses at Cairo 
(1938) and Havana (1948), and he prepared 
the way for the congress in Rio de Janeiro 

in 1963 . He was an honorary vice-president 
at the time of his death. 

He will be remembered for his careful 
and meticulously presented research work 
in leprosy and for his writings , in particular 
his Manual of Leprosy. He will also be re­
membered by many in India and throughout 
the world as a gracious and kindly Christian 
doctor, whose whole life exemplified his 
deep religious convictions. An occasion that 
afforded him a peculiar pleasure was a party 
organized by The Leprosy Mission to mark 
his 90th birthday. 

He was a member of the Council of The 
Miss ion and vice-president. Honors awarded 
to him were the K.LH . Gold Medal and bar, 
the C.LE. and C.M.G., and an honorary 
LL.D. from Hong Kong. More than these 
honors, he valued the gratitude of the Indian 
people and many others to whom he gave 
renewed hope through his sympathy and 
skill. 

/ - So G. BROWNE 


