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4 H STUDENT 2IZE

Brian Lee

West Ranch High School
10th Grade

With the winter season final-
ly rolling around, many families
cozy up their homes to welcome
and celebrate various holiday
traditions, from making new
memories with friends and fam-
ily to eating homemade meals
and exchanging gifts. Let’s take
a look at a few of the many tradi-
tions that some students at West
Ranch High School celebrate. For
as long as he could remember,
West Ranch sophomore Mathew
Poberezhskiy has celebrated
Hanukkah every holiday season
since he was a baby. “Hanukkah
is the Jewish festival of lights and
is celebrated every year for eight

Jane Kwak

Fullerton Union High School
11th Grade

“Objection!”

The prosecuting attorney’svoice
boomed across the room, force-
fully cutting off our defense attor-
ney’s question. With no rebuttal
to the opponent’s objection, our
attorney sat back down into her
seat with visible defeat and dejec-
tion on her face. Around me, the
members of my Mock Trial team
and all witnesses and spectators
sighed in collective disappoint-
ment as they averted their eyes
towards the ground. The sight was
disheartening,and | begantowon-

nights to commemorate the last-
ing of ail for a miraculous eight
nights in the Temple of Jerusa-
lem,” Poberezhskiy explained.
An integral part of Hanukkah as
a celebration is recognizing the
everlasting importance of fam-
ily, which Poberezhskiy firmly
agreed with. “This tradition isim-
portant to me because it means
spending time with family, and
it makes me feel grateful and
happy,” he added. To celebrate,
Poberezhskiy’s family gathers
at the start of the eight-day hol-
iday each year with a nice dinner
consisting of traditional Jewish
foods including matzoh ball
soup and latkes. Poberezhskiy
expressed, “I love devouring de-
licious food while | can laugh and
catch up with some relatives that
| haven’t seen in a while.” Each
winter season, West Ranch soph-
omore Clayton Jakovich looks
forward to a tradition that nev-
er gets old: going to Mammoth.
Going to Mammoth during this

der:Was I really good enough to be
their coach?

When | created the mock trial
club this August, | had ambitious
dreams of giving students an ex-
perience of a lifetime: providing
students with a competition that
imitates real trial proceedings. |
knew that the team was relying on
me, so | could not let them down.
Together, we spent countless
nights and long hours preparing
the teams for competition, mak-
ing sure that everyone was confi-
dent in their abilities. However, it
seemed as if the time preparing
for this moment was for nothing,
and the team’s morale quickly di-
minished throughout the trial. The
signs were clear: the team had giv-
enup.

It seemed as if my coaching
did not help, and this burden of
self-doubt continued to lurk after

Holiday Traditions

cold seasonis perfect as the con-
sistently cold temperature helps
natural snow stay on the ground
longer, creating a firm and ideal
condition for winter sports. This
is exactly why Jakovich’s family
goes to Mammoth during this
time, to Skii. “l have a wonderful
time going Skiing on Mammoth
as the snow feels so nice during
this time of year that it feels like |
am gliding.” Jakovich described.
Clayton not only likes to have fun
Skiing but he also goes ahead
to appreciate the the beautiful
lakes that encompass Mammoth
by going on hiking trails. “Some
of my favorite trails are the Crys-
tal Lake Trail and the Duck Pass
Trail. It always has been a tradi-
tion that we go ahead and visit
these areas and see how much
has changed over the years.”
Clayton says. Spending time
with his family during Mam-
moth, having fun, and indulging
in nature’s beauty has been very
healing for him, especially after a

rigorous finals week. For sopho-
more Ethan Shimabukuro, the
holidays consist of a Christmas
celebration mixed with multiple
unique traditions starting with
eating soba. This is a special Jap-
anese culture that “when eating
soba it is relieved to cutt off any
bad luck and instead, wish for a
long life. ” Ethan says. However
his celebration is also mixed with
his own twist, Homie’s Christmas
Party. Shimabukuro describes it

Beyond the Trial:
The True Measure of Leadership

the trial had ended. Even though
everyone was encouraging one
another with words of affirma-
tion, | still felt that | had let the
team down because | did not train
them properly for the difficulty of
the competition. However, when
| came home that night, | had re-
ceived a question from my team-
mate about their role. When | had
responded back with my answer,
they ended the conversation with
a text thanking me for the effort |
had put into the team.

The brief yet meaningful mes-
sage proffered me with a sense of
reassurance. The hard work that
| had put into the team was still
being recognized. From this expe-
rience, | ultimately learned that my
efforts should not be determined
on just the results, but the im-
pact it creates to my community.
Even though my hard work was

not shown through the trial that
night, everyone still played their
roles competently, and they rallied
classmates together toward an
unforgettable experience — which
was what my coaching was ulti-
mately for.

saying, “We would come togeth-
er at a friend’s house and par-
ticipate in Secret Santa, White
Elephant, and Gift Brawl. ” He
believes that it’s the best one
because it includes his family,
friends, and presents. Whether
itis lighting the menorah, having
fun going to places or practicing
unique gatherings, these tra-
ditions remind us that the holi-
days are about celebrating what
makes each of us unique.

Overall, the positive influence
that my work has provided for my
community is something that |
am now proud of, even if it did not
yield desired results. Even today, |
am proud | was able to rise to the
top in an activity that | enjoy.
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There's a song to be sung
And the best time is to sing

it while we're young
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The Young dreams

Should be dreamed together
And the young hearts shouldn't be afraid
And some day when (while)

the years have flown

Darling then we’llteach
the young ones of our own
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Darling we're the young ones

And the young ones shouldn't be afraid

While the flame is strong

cause we may not be the young ones very long
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Why wait until tomorrow

cause tomorrow sometimes never comes
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