~ Tribute
EDNA

ast Fiday, a tribufe to the late
Fdna Manley was held at St.
Andrew High School for Girls,

dent’s knowledge and
preciation of the work of leading
st ln.lmﬂm:ndlnnn'imll

tribute was attended by
Students and interested froemds

aRtitled ‘Sawyers' (1838) of which the
ool Is the proud owner. Like this
ofe, the Iate Mrs. Manley’s figures
gften distinguished by the
oothness and Quidity of edges and
effect of the surface.
works are done in a range
media including watercolour eg.
pses’ and a print called *“Worship'
er lust completed work

Rigious :|m-* Mwahu*

:mwnd Eimt, others draw on
Jemmica on or the human
figure.

'nieu.dlw in tribute to Edna
Manley featured Easton Lee, Fae
Ellington, Rachel Manley and Vera
Moore, Lee provided snippets of
information about Edna Manley, who
was a close fHend and colleague of
his.

Rachel Manley, editor of The
Diaries of Edna’ Hlnl-e:.' read from
the work explaining that it was
people that inspired her (Edna)and
she pondered oftoly on religion. The
discussionrevenled the importance

of her cme Lo the arts in

Jamaica.

She had W passion that was a
“nurturing one — always in support
ofthe artist™ She had an “undying
commitment to the artist,” and was
also concerned aboul ar education
far the youth,

Poems read reflected the Limes
during which she lived and worked.
Broadeaster, Fae Ellingion, read a
poem on Jamaican Mshermen by
Philip Sherlock; Viera Moore
contributed ‘Our Times' by Geomnge
Campbell, present in the audience
Egdmmun Manley during her

With very lively accounts thal
brought her personality to life, and
great humour to the proceedings,
Lee spoke of Edna Manley as a
human being with a greal sense of
humour, her passions being... family,
artistz dogs, children, horses, stow
peas and Norman.

Readings included "My Country
Grows' by H.D, Carberry and Fae
Ellington, and ‘We Tear Our Leaders
Down’ by Carl Campbell. There was
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also audience participation in the
discussion of her works.

Some of the responses of thase
who attended were:

“I've enjoyed it very much —
there are 5o many aspects o her life
that I didn't know of™ 1k

“Very innovative idea for'a
school library™;

“She was a magnificent person._.
her spiritual insight _ grappling with
faith ... when science gets in the way
of faith to prevent you from
believing”;

(First form student) “She was a
nice lady... unusual™

Becond student); 1 could
identify with her, feel what she was
like™;

(Bothr “_like you knew her
personally”

Edna Manley was born on the
28h or 20th of February (there (s
some uncertainty over which date).
In any case, the forward (o the e
Diaries of Edna Manley by grand ’f
daughter Rachel says that she was
barn on leap year day, 1900, She \
studied art in London and married
her first cousin, Norman Manley £
(National Herc). After graduating
from University they ‘returned’
hnrqnm.lamlm.

Edna found a place for hersell
in the development of Jamalca's art
during this era. A visionary artist
with a faith and belief in Jamalea,
she was part of the insplration
behind the founding of the National
Art Gallery. A large collection of her
works can be found there. Others
are housed in art galleries and
museums in Britain, Italy and New
York.

+ Yvonne Cowan





