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ish Council scholarships to further
their studies. Later on, as she
opened art shows put on by these
artists, she never failed to appeal to
her audiences to purchase works of
art in order to demonstrate their
support.

Shz also assisted aspirant poets,
playwrights and writers and was
regularly consulted by these, quite
apart from the formal gatherings in
which they would meet in the Read-
ers and Writers Club and other fora.

Recognition of Mrs. Manley's
work came from several countries,
in which she exhibited. She was
acclaimed in Europe, where she
exhibited in Paris and London; ap-
peared in the 1981 issue of the
British Who’s Who in Art, a publi-
cation of the Art Trade Press of the
UK: was honoured by CARIFESTA
in 1981 and presented the CARI-
FESTA Award by the Government
of Barbados as one of six outstand-
ing Caribbean artists —“for her
original, unique and lasting contri-
bution to the development of art
and literature in Jamaica and also
in recognitien of the considerable
international distinction and emi-
nence she has achieved both for
herself and for her country in the
field of sculpture.”

Here at home, she was awarded
the Order of Merit in 1980; in that
year too, she was elected a Fellow of
the Institute of Jamaica for her
contribution as “Jamaica’s foremost
sculptor and inspirer of other artist-
s.” She was presented the Woman
of Distinction Award by the Bureau
of Women's Affairs in June 1985.
She was honoured by Hunter Col-
lege, City University of New York in
1984.

On that occasion she was de-
scribed as “a Renaissance woman
whose lifetime of national commit- '

ment spans the transformation of a
society and its creative expression.”
Her sculpture, it was said, exempli-
fied the search for national identity;
and it recalled that she was credited
with bringing the first African carv-
ing to Jamaica in 1925 — “an act
that was said to have stimulated
transcultural art forms reflecting
the soctal forces of change.”

At the community level, she sup-
ported many community projects
over the years; and for more than
forty years, was host of an annual
charity, organised by her and
known as “Drumblair Revels,”
which she held to raise funds for
community causes. Last year, she
described as her “best birthday” the
painting and cleaning up of the
Edna Manley Clinic by the PNP
Women's Movement, which she had
suggested as substitute for a birth-
day party the Movement had
planned.

Mrs. Manley was devoted to her
family and was deeply involved
with the upbringing of her two sons
and the grandchildren who fol-
lowed.

At the passing of her husband on
September 2, 1969, she could be
seen caressing the coffin, as she
shed silent tears. Every year since
then, on the occasion of National
Heroes' Day, she has placed flowers
on the shrine over his grave.

Prime Minister Edward Seaga, in
expressing his condolences at her
passing yesterday, announced that
Mrs. Manley will be accorded an
Official Funeral at the Kingston
Parish Church on Sunday afternoon
and will be buried beside her hus-
band in National Heroes' Park, in
keeping with the polic'© stated by
him in 1981 that wives »f National
Herves should be bt ed beside
their husbands.
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