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LOCAL AUTHORITIES BOARD 

IN THE MATTER OF THE "Municipal Government Act": 

AND I N  THE MATTER OF THE "County Act': 

AND I N  THE MA-ITER.OF an application by the Council of the Municipal Dislrict of Badlands 
No. 7, in the Province of Alberta, to annex certain temto lying immediately adjacent lherero 
and thereby its separation from the County of Whealland go.  16. 

Pursuant to Section 20 of the Municipal Government Act, the Council of the Municipal 
District of Badlands No. 7, in the Province of Alberta, petitioned the Local Authorities Board 
for the Province of Alberta, for the annexation to the Municipal District of all that temtory . 
described as follows: 

ALL TlIAT PORTION OF TllE NORTII IlALF OF SECTION TkYENTY-ONE (21), 
TOWNS1111' TWENTY-SEVEN (27), RANGE ElGIlTEEN (18), OF TILE 
FOURTlI htEHIDLAN, LYING SOUTHWESTERLY OF THE RIGHT BANK OF THE 
RED DEER RIVER 

ALL T I U T  PORTION OF TllE NORTII\YEST QUARTER OF SECTION TWENTY- 
TWO (22), TOWNSlllP TWENTY-SEVEN (27), RANGE ElGllTEEN (IS), WFST OF 
TIIE FOUH1'11 btERIDIAN, LYLNC SOUTIIWESTEKLY OF TllE RICIIT BANK OF 
TILE RED DEER RIVER 

ALL TllAT PORTION OF TlIE SOUTII JIALF OF SECTION TWENTY-EIGllT (U), 
TOWNSIIIP T\VEKTY-SEVEN (27), RANGE EIGIITEEN (18). WEST OF TIIE 
FOURTII hlERLDIAN, LYWC SOUTllERLY OF TtLE RlClfT BANK OF TliE RED 
DEER RIVER 

ALL COVERNhlENT ROAD A1,LOWANCES ADJOINING TiiE SOUTH AND WEST 
BOUNDARlES OF TILE ABOVE DESCRIDED LANDS 

TIIE AnOVE DFSCRIUED 1,ANDS CONTAIN ONE IIIJNDRED EICIITY.ONE AND 
NINETY-FIVE I1UNDMDTIIS (181.95) IIECTAELFS, (449.61 ACRES, MORE OR LESS 

(hcrcinaftcr called 'tlre said ~crrilory') I 
which lkc i~ir~iictli;itcly ntljaccnt to 111c hl~rnicipnl 1)istrict of nntflnrltls No. 7, arrd thrrehy iu 
scpara~io~r fro111 tllc Cou~~ty of Wlicntlarid No. 16, arid in r c s p t  to which the Uoud held a 
public hcaring into the matter on November 25, 1W2. 

Representing the Municipal District of Badlands No. 7 were Reeve Phil B ant, Councillor 
Tom Dooley and Kathleen Brink, Assistant Administrator and Development 0 '7 ficer. 

Thc County of Whatland No. 16 was not represented at the hearing. I 
Ivan Pcrich, Assistant District Transportation Engineer, Region 2, appeared on behalf of 
Alberta Transportation and Utilities. , 

Frank Wcsscling, Director, a p p r c d  on behalf of the Palliser Regional Planning Commission. I 
John Barry Graham appeared on his own behalf and on behalf of Monarch Holdings Ltd. 

J o h n  Dawson, landowner, appeared on her own behalf. 

Alberta Transportation and U~ilitics, Alberta Agricuiture, Albcrta Environment and the Energy 
Resources Conservation Board also made written submissions either supporting or offering no 
objection to Ihe proposed annexation. 

In 1984 l~~~provcrilcr~t District No. 7 was rcorganircd with 14,300 acres of laid k i n g  
transfcrrcd to tlie County of Whatland No. 16, 4,100 acres transferred lo the Municipal 
District of Kneehill No. 48 and 2,725 acres lransferred to the Municipal Dislrict of Slarland 
No. 47. In 1990 the balancc of Improvement District No. 7 was formed into the Municipal 
Dislrict of Badlands No. 7. Generally the boundaries of the newly formed Municipal District 

1 

encompass the lands within the Red Deer River Valley and provide a division between the 
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agricultural lands above the vallcy cscarp~ncnt and tlic non-agricultural but. gcologidly 
intcresting lalds that ~liake up the Vallcy. . 
Presently the Municipal District of Badlands No. 7 is compoxd of the numerous once thriving 
hamlets that served the coal mining operations that were the main economic activity of the 
Valley. With the demise of the coal ~ndustry population of the hamlets has becn decreasing 
and in solile instances is now non-existent. The main economic activity within the Valley is 

- tourism centered in the City of Drumheller. Some of the old mine s~tes depicting the rich 
history of the Valley are now being developed as tourist attractions. 

The temtory proposed for annexation is located to the immediate south of the'Red Deer River 
and within the Valley. Secohdary Highwa 564 bisects the said lerrilory in a north south 
direction via a bridge spanning the River. T X e south bank of the River forms the boundary of 
the Municipal District and access from the said temtory to the Municipal District is via the 
bridge. Located within the said temtory is the Hamlet of Western Monarch, now known as 
Atlas; which grew around the local coal mine. With the closure of the coal mine the population 
of the Hamlet decreased to the present level of 10 people. 

Current land use of the said territory is mainly limited to the Atlas Coal Mine Museum, a 
major tourist facility owned and operated by the Dmnlheller and District Chamber of 
Commerce. The area has historic links lo the com~nunity of East Coulee located across the 
River and is also identified with the remainder of the Municipal District. 

Tl~e  Mirnicipal District does not forcsce a cl~ange in tlie current land use of the mid terrilo 
tliough i t  is expoctul tliat the Atlas Coal Mine hluvurn will beupgraded and improved. ~ i x  
the esfablishmcnt of and the anticipated irnprovemenls to the Museum the said tenitory is even 
more identified with the historical nature of the Valley and in order for the tourist potential to 
be realized it was submitted that it should be within the jurisdiction that has a common 
inlercst. Whcn the thcn Improvcmcnt District was reformed into the present municiprtlities the 
intent was to provide a distinction bctwcen the agricultural areas and the geologic and 
historical areas of the Red Deer River Valley. Annexation of the said territory to the 
Municipal District would continue that policy by the inclusion of a historical site directly 
related to the remainder of the Valley. 

The County of Whatland No. 16 advised tlie Board b lelter dated September 9, 1992, that at 
the rcgular mecting on September. 1, 1992, Counci i' considered the matter and adopted a 
resolution offering n p  objection to the proposed annexation. 

The b a r d  of bjucarion of the County of Whc?tl,uld No. 16 advised the b a r d  by Ictter datd 
August 26, 1992, that at a regular rncctirig on August 17, 1992, the Board considered the 
matter and adopted a resolution offering no objection to the annexation. 

The proposed annexation was considered at a fu l l  meeting of the Palliser Regional Planning 
Commission and based on the strong his~orical links the sajd territory has with .the Municipal 
District the Commission has no objection to anncxation. 

The Shff  Rcport of the Calgary Regional Planning Commission sub~nitted the following 
comments, conclusion and recommendation: 

"The lands subject to this proposed annexation include the ~a rn le t  of Atlas and 
thc Atlas Cod Mine Museum. This area has historidly becn affiliated with 
comrnunitics now within the M.D. of Badlands. Economic develo ment and 
tourism initiatives are being undertaken to promote the Badlands an ‘/' there is a 
desire to include this area, as i t  is an integral part of the local history. There 
are also physical attributes which tie this area to the M.D. of Badlands, such as 
similarities in the riatural topognphy and man-made features such as historical 
railways which connect old mine works. The propoxd annexation of this area 
to the M.D. of Badlands is a natural extension of the M.D. 

Conclusion: The proposal anncxation docs not conflict with any provisions in 
thc Calgary Rcgional Plan. 
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1. That the Local Authorities Board be informed that the Commission docs not 
object to the proposed annexation of the subjcct lands to the M.D. of Badlands 
#7 from the County of Wheatland #16.' 

At the regular meeting of September 11, 1992, the Calgary Regional Planning Commission 
adopted a motion not to object to Lhe proposed annexation. 

John Bany Graham advised that he owns lands within the pro sed annexation area and that he 
also represented Eric Lovett of Monarch Holdings Limited a.r' so an ownebof lands within the 
said territory. Mr. Graham slated that he and Mr. Lovett oppose annexation of those lands 
lying east of Secondary Highway 569 due to a possible increase in taxes and that less 
recreational grant money may be available in the Municipal District. Mr. Graham noted that 
recreational grants are determined on a per capita basis and the population of the County of 
Wheatland No. 16 is much greater than that of the Municipal District. 

JoAnn Dawson, who owns land east of Secondary Highway 569, opposes the annexation of 
her property for much the same reasons as outlined by Mr. Graham. 

I n  total, the landowners while objecting to the annexation of thcir property located a s t  of 
Secondary Highway 569, advised the h a r d  that the had no objection to the annexation of any 

mine. 
I of tllc lands wcst of t t~c Iligliway wllich would i11c ude the nluscum and the site of h c  Adas 

The Board having considered the evidence received, has reached the following conclusions: 

1. That thc mid territory has unique topgrap l~ icd  characteristics which are clearly linked to 
the topography identified with the hlunicipal District of Badlands. 

2. That the mid territory has ,an historical connection to Elst Coulee across the river, as well 
as market connections to the City of Drumheller and the valley communities in the Municipal 
District of Badlands No. 7. 

3. That both the lands east and west of S c c o n d q  Highway 569 have a high recrwtional 
tential that is associated with the valley market arca and not the predominanlly agricultural 

c s e  of the County of Whcatla~d No. 16. 

4 .  Illat ll~cre is no cvitlc~lcc to sllow a~srsrrllcllts will i11crca.w as tlic r c ~ ~ l l t  of a l ~ ~ c x a t i v ~ ~ .  
As but11 rriu~iici ~nlitics are rural i t  can be expcctd that the manner of assessment will k, at the I very least, simi ar. 

5 .  That while recreation grant money is presently distributed on a per capita basis to each 
municipality, Inany municipdities share grant monlcs or alter Recreation Board boundaries to 
reflect the actual and potcntial use of an arca, so that grant money is distributed b a d  on the 
individual merit and the subsequent benefit of each proposal. 

THEREFORE, subjcct to the Lieutenant Governor in Council approving this Order, or 
prescribing conditions that the Order is subject to and approving the Order subject to those 
conditions, or varying the Order and approving the Order as varied, IT IS ORDERED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

That thcre be ,annexed to the Munici al District of Badlands No. 7 ,  in the Province of 
Alberta, and thereupon be separated rorn the County of Whealland No. I6,.lhe following 
dcxribcd territory: 

P 
?& 

ALL TIIAT PORTION OF TlIE NORTIl IIALF OF SECTION T\+'EKTY-ONE 
(211, TO\+h'SIIIP TIYEMY-SEVEN (23, RANGE ElCirrEEN ( I t ) ,  1YE.W OF 
T l l E  FOURTll hlERII)IAN, LI'ING SOUTII\YESTERLY OF TILE R l G l q  
B A N K 9 F  T I E  RED DEER RIVER 

ALL THAT PORTION OF TIIE NORTIIWES~ QUARTER OF SECTION 
TWENTY-T7YO (22), TO\WSIUP TWENTY-SEVEN (23, RANGE ElCIiTEEN 
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ALL TliAT PORTION OF TlIE SOUTI1 IIALF OF SECTION TWEhTY-EIGHT 
(2.8). TOiVNSIiIP TWEKTY-SEVEN (27'), RANGE EIGHTEEN (181, F F Z S T  OF 
T l l E  FOURTI1 hlERIDIAN LYING SOUTlLERLY OF TILE RIGHT BANK OF 
TtLE RED DEER RIVER 

ALL GOVERNhlENT ROAD ALLOWANCES ADJOINING THE S O U l H  AND 
WEST BOUNDAIUES OF TILE ABOVE DESCRIBED LANDS 

TJIE ABOVE DESCRIBED LANDS CONTAIN ONE IIUNDRED EIGIITY-ONE 
AND NINETY-FIVE HUNDREDTIIS (181.95) HECTARES, (449.61 A m ,  
hiORE OR LESS. 

(A sketch showing the general location of the annexed lands is-attached 
as Schedule 'A'.) 

11. That any Lues owing to the County of Wheatl.and No. 16 as at Deccmbcr 31, 1992, in 
respcct of the aforementioned properties shall transfer to and bccome payable to the 
Municipal District of Badlands No. 7 together with any lawful pendries and costs 
levicd thereon in  rcspcct of any such faxes; however, upon the Municipal District of 
Dnrllands No. 7 collecting any or all of such tnxes, penalties or costs, such collection 
shall fortl~witll be paid by the Municipal Dislrict of Badlands No. 7 to h e  County of 
Wheatland No. 16. 

111. That the asscssor for the Municipal District of Badlands No. 7 shall. for taxation 
purposes in tllc year 1992, reassess the anncxed lands and assessable improvements 
thereon, which are by this Ordcr annexed lo the Municipal District of Badlands No. 7 
so that the assessment thereof shall be fair and quitable with other lands and assessable 
improvements in the Municipal District of Eladlands No. 7, and the provisions of the 
Municipal Taxalion Act regarding the assessment roll shall apply to 
such asxssnvxit. 

IV. That the Chief Provincial Assessor, appointed ursuant to the provisions of the 
Municipnlitics Assessment and Equaliwtlon Act, s R d l ,  for ~ua t ion  or grant purpofes 
co~ i~r i~~~ic i r ig  in the year 1992, rcawss or revalue, as the case ma be. all propcrtrcs 
that are asrsuble or subject to valuation under the terms of the bactric Fouck and 
Pipe Linc Asscss~ncnt Act and tlle Municipal and Provincial Propertics Valuation Act, 
and which lie within the a r a s  that are by this Order anncxcd to the hiunicipal District 
of Badlands No. 7, so that the assessment or valuaGon shall be fair and quitable with 
properties of a similar nature. 

V. That the effective date of this Order is the 31sl day of December, 1992. 

DATED and signed at the City of Edmonton, in the Province of Alberta, h i s  31sl day of 
December, 1992. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES BOARD 

(SGD.) ARCHIE R. GROVER 
CIi AIRMAN 

CERTIFIED A TRUE COPY 

(SGD.) BRYAN T. CL4RK 
VICE CHAIRMAN 
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BOARD SECRETARY 
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SCHEDULE "A" 
A SKETCH SHOWING THE GENERAL LOCATION OF THE 

AREAS AFFECTED BY BOARD ORDER NO. 20515 

EFFECTIVE DATE: DECEMBER 31, 1992 

AFFECTED AREA(S) 


