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IXTRODUCTIOX

This volume is not a carefully p"» pared treatise on

llie war. It does not set out to prove anything. It is

merely what its title indicates—a private journal jotted

down hastilv from dav to dav in odd moment... when
more pressing duties would permit. ^Nluch material

has been eliminatcMl as of little interest. Other male-

rial of interest lias hi'cn left out because it cannot bi^

published at this lime. It is believed, however, that

what is printed here will suffice to give some idea of

life in Belgium during the first few months of the war.

I liave elimhialed from the journal most of the

matter about the early history of the Comniission for

Relief in Be' ium. My day-to-day record did not do

any sort of justice to the subject, and since it was not

ade(;uate, I have pn^ferred to eliminate all but sucli

casual rcfenMice to the relief work as is necessary to

maintain the narrative. I am reconciled to this tn^at-

nient of the subject by the knowlc<lge that the story

will be iold comi)rehensivcly and well by Or. Vernon
Kellogg, who will soon publish an authoritative history

of the Conunissioirs work. As former Director of the

Commission in Belgium, he has the detailed knowledge
of its workings and the sym[)athelic understanding of

its purpose, which peculiarly fit him for the task.

Tli(^ work of the Conuni^sion is of a >coj)e and sig-

nificance that few of us realise. It is without doubt
the greatest humanitarian enterpri.se in history, con-

xi



xu IXTRODITTIOX

ducted undci' conditions of alniosl inciodihlo difTiculty.

To lliose who liad an underslaiidiui;- of ihc work, il liad

a coni})clling appeal, not oidy as an ojjpoii unity f( r

service but also as the greatest conservation project of

all time— llie conservation of one of the finest races of

our civilisation.

In its inception and execution, the work of the Com-
mission is distinctively American. Its inception was

in the mind of Herbert Hoover; in its execution he had

tliC whole-hearted assistance of a little band of quiet

American gentlemen who laboured in B(>lgium from

the autunni of 101 1- until we entered the war in April

of this year. They came from all parts of our country

and from all walks of lir(\ They were simple work-a-

day Americans, welded together by unwavering de-

votion to the common task and to llerberl Hoover,

the "Chief." It was the splendid humini side of the

Commission that made it succeed in spite of m!1 ob ta-

cles. and that part of the story will he hard to tell.

The gallant little band is now widely scattered.

Some are carrying on their old work from Holland or

England or America in order to ensure a sl(\idy flow

of food to Helgium. Others are serving our Ciovern-

ment in various capacities or lighting in the armies of

our allies. Some of them we sliall not see again and

there will never be another reiiuion, as in the old days,

when the "Chief" came over from Loudon to Brussels

with work to be done. But the bright light of kindly

human service which brought them all together is still

allame and will always be an inspiration to those who

scTved, however humbly, in the great work.

•w^ T\ r c^. ji ini-y
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A Journal From Our Le^-ation In Belgium

r^nrsSELS, July
.J, /.'yyj—Afler years of hard

1-^ work and revolutions and wars and rumours

y 3 *'f ^^•"- "'<' cliange to tJiis (luict jx.st has hwn
nio.l welcome and I liave wallowed in the

luxury of having time to i)lay.

_

For I lie last year or two f luive looked forward to
just such a i)ost as this, where nothing ever happens,
\\her(> there is no earthly chance of being called out
ot Led m the nuMdle of the night to see the liuman
race hrawhng ov(t its differences. When poundin-'
along ni the small hours of the night, nearlv dead with
fatigue, I have thought that I should like to have
a long assignment to just such a post and become a
<I'pl""iatie Lotos Eater. And at first it was great fun.

Ihat pliase lasted until I had luivl a thorough rest,
and then the longing for something more active began
to manifest itself.

I sat down and wrote to tlic Department of State
t lal while I givatly appreciated having been sent to
tins much-coveted post I was ready whenever there
might be need of my services to go where there was
ui)!k to be done.

•/'//// ,-V. 1U1',.~\\\AI the roof has fallen in. War
was declared thiG afternoon by Austria. Tlie town !-.

3
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soeUiin^ with cxcildiic!!! iind cvcrylxxly scciiis lo

realise how near lii('\ are lo tlie hi^ >laLje. Three

C'hisses of reservrs lia\-e already bei-ii calleil to tlie

eol(.urs lo (lefeiid IJeluian iieutralily. A general

iiioltilisalioii is jjrepan'd and may l)e declared at any

time. The Bourse has been closed to prevent loo

much play on the ^iluation, and lei things steady

themselves. In every other way the halches have

been hallened down and preparations made for heavy

weather.

To-night the streets are crowtled and demonstrations

for and against war are being lield. The Socialists

have Jaures, their French leader, up from Paris, and

liave him haranguing an anti-war demonstralion in

the Grande Place, where a tremendous crowd has

collected. Nobody on earth can see where it will all

lead. England is trying hard to localise the conflict,

and has valuable h(>lp. If she does not succeed * * *

An advance guard of tourists is arriving from France,

Cermany, and Switzerland, and a lot of them drop in

ft)r advice as to whether it is safe for them to go lo

various places In Europe. And most of them seem

to feel that we really have authoritative information

as to what the next few days are to bring forth, and

resent the fact Ihal we are too disobliging to tell them

the inside news. A deluge of this sort would be easier

for a full-sized Embassy to grapple with, but as Bel-

gium is one of liiose places where notliing ever hapjxnis

we have the smallest jjossible organisation, consislmg

on a peace basis of the Minister and myself, with one

clerk. We shall have somehow to build up an emer-

gency force to meet the situation.
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.////// -,Vy///.—Xo line oil the future yot. Brussels is

hc-iiuiiui;- to look warlike. Troops are beginning to
apiH-ar. The railway stations have heeu occnpied, and
I he Hoy S(toufs are swanning ')ver the town as busy
;is bird (logs. A week ago there was hardly a toin-isfc

in IJrus.els. .Vow the Legation liall is filled with them,
and they ail demand precise information as to what is

going to hapi)en ne.xt and where Ihey can go with
.•I giiarantci' from the Legation Uuit they will not get
into trouble.

.////// .>7.s^—Xo, my recent remarks about nothing
ever haj^pening in Brussels were not intended as
sarcasm. I thought Belgium was the one place
where I could be sure of a quiet time, and here wo
are right in the centre of it. Even if nothing more
liai)pens we have had enough exciteni;Mit to last me
for some time. The doings of the past few days have
l)roughl out some idea of what a general European
war would mean—and it is altogether too dreadful
to think of.

Saturdau, Ainj. /.v/.—Last night when I went
homiN at about mi<lnighl, I found the police going
about with the orders for mol)ilisation, ringing the
door bells and sunnnoning the men to the colours.
There was no time to tarry, but each man tumbled
out of bed into his clothes and hurried away to his
regiment. Two of my neighbours were routed out a
htlle after midnight, and got away within the hour.
There was a good deal of weeping and handshaking
and farewelling. and it was not the sort of thing to
promote restful sleep-.
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Tliis nioniiii,-: T ,-ot down to (he cliaiiccry at a (luarlt-r

l>;isL ci^lil. and found thai Onicr. our -ood nicsscn^cr,
had liccn Muninoncd to the coloin's. He imd -onr. of
(•nurse, and had left a note for nie to announce the fact.

Tie liad heen ilK and could perfectly .veil have l.een

e\enii)ted. The other day. when we had discussed liie

niatler. I had (old him that there would he no diflicully
in getting him oil'. lie showed no enthu>ia>m. liouevrr.
and niercly remarked, williout hcn,ics, iliat it wa^ up
to him.

Colonel Falls. 7lli Ke-inient. of the \ali(Mial (.iiard
of New York, came in. ha\in:,' Ixwn ^miI l,;,ck from
the frontier. lie had t!ie jjlcasure of standing all the
A\ay as tlK> trains were ])acked.

Millard Shaler. the American mining engine(>r, w1io
had ju>t come hack from the (\)ngo, came in with
his amusing Hel-ian friend who had l.een telling us
for weeks aiioiit Ijie Wdu.lerful new car in which he
was nivotiug. This tiisie he caiue around to l.l m(>
have a look at it. he having Keen advised that the
car was re(|uisition(>il and due to he taken over to-day.

A\<' have don<> a land-office Inisiness in passports, .md
.'^hall jiroh.d.ly cont.nue to turn them cut l.y ihc d../eii.

Siniddi/, Aurjust ,V.—Anoiher lieclic day with
prnniise of more to come.

'I'his m..ruing I came down a little eaHier than usua!
and found the Minister already hani at il. Ife had
been routed out of bed and had not had lime t., ha the
or shave. There was nothing to show that it was ji

Sunday—nearly twice as many callers as ycvsterdav.
and they were more exacting.
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yh>. A— B— C— caiii(> in airily aiul aiinouiicod
thai -.hv ha.l slartcd from Paris yosterday on a motor
l-'iu- tlir(,iigli France and Belgium. Ilaviiii;- got this
i"ar. sonir rndt- person luul told hrr that her motor
might he seized hy th(> (ioverninent for nn'litary pnr-
pose.^ and thai an order had heen i)ronudgated for-
hi'lding any one to take ear., out of the eonntry. She
came around confidenlly to have ns assure her that
this \va> a wicked li,—and necvlless to say was deeply
disippoinled in us when we failed t,, hack her up.
A\e had ivfrained tVom asking the Government to
release our own servants from their military ohligalions
and ha\e refused to interfere for anyhody else, hut
Ih^it was u.»l enough for her. She left', u Iilghly indig-
iiaiu lady.

TJie story is iround town tin's afternoon lliat the
(.crmans have already cn.sM-d the frontier without
"" l«'n!ialily ,.f a deelaraliou of war-hut that remains
»<; he seen. l{russels was put und.'r martial law last
inghl. and is now i)ai rolled hy grenadiers an<! huieers.
The mon,w situation is had. All small ehange has

disappeared in the gen,.ral i)anie. and none of it has
ihiVi<\ slinu ils head during th(> pas! f, u .lays. The
ii<\l thing .l,.ne hy panicky people was to pa'ss round
word ll,,-,l III,. (i..u-rnm.-nl hank nolrs wre no g,„,(l
•I'ld u.niM ,„,l hr hon.MUvd. Lots ,,f s!„,p. are refusing
t" accept ^haiik n<,|es, and few places can make any
cliiilige. The pmHc,. are lim.,! up outsi.l.- the l)ank.s

i keeping peop' in liur. "..opj,. in g,,,rr„l are frantic
''"' ''•"•• ""! ."v trampling each ..Ih.r -n the rush
I., ^cl nioney ..,,1 ..f Hh- hanl.s h. for. 1].,. .-rash that
pn.hahly u,ll n..l mm... Travel..rs who ram,- h.-re with
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pockets hulking willi express cheeks and hank notes
are unal)k> to gel a cent of real money, and nobody
shows any enlluisiasni over American i)aper. I liave

a few Itank noles h>l't, and this evening when I

^venl into a re>tanrant I luive patronised ever since

my arrival the head waiter refnsed to ejiange a note
for me, and I iinally had to leave it and lake credit

against fulnre meals to he eaten ther(\ We may have
our troul)k-> when our small store is gone, hul prohahly
the situation will improve and T refuse to wor-y. And
some of our compatriots doiri understam' uliy the
Legation does not have a cellar full of hard money to
finance Ihein through their stay in Europe.

Communications, with such parts of the workl as
we still speak to. are getting very diflicult on account
of mohilisalion. tli<> military having right of way.
This morning's Taris papers have not come in this

evening, and there are no promises as to when we >hall

see llicm. The in'w > in the local paj)crs is scarce and
douhlful. and I hop<- for a word frou) Paris.

Word has ju>t come in tj,;,! Ih(> Covernmcnl has
sci/.'d IJic .Mipplie^ of bread, rice, .-uid l)eans, and will

(i\ prices for \hr present. That is a .scn-ihle and
steadying thing, and should have a good etrect.

Xohody sei'ms to rcniemlirr that a few days ago
Serbia was playing a star role in Ihi.s atfair. She
.seem> lo have faded away behind the scene>. A few
i\i\\^ ago. Mexico loomed lar^e in the paper-, and now
we have forgotten ili.il >|ie ever e\i-ted. Albania
supplied a lot of table talk, and now we think alx.iit

as nnich about her and her lrou!i|<> as uc do about
Tliibet.
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This jiflornoon I went around to the Rue Diicalo
io hike a l(K)k at tlie French Leg;ilion. Tlic tricolor
was flyinii in Die fresh hrc^zc, and there was a big
crowd outside cheerin- itself hoarse. It was made uj)
of men who were called (o the colors and W(>re wait in-
to enroll themselves and get instructions as lo where
they should report for duly. The air was electric, and
every now and then the military hand struck up the
.Alarseillaise and the crowd instantly became happily
dehnous. Some of them had been standin- in the s,m
lor iioiu-s waiting to get in and get their orders, but
they were just as keenly responsive to th(> nuisic and
the mood of the crowd as anybody. All the crowd in
the Legation had been working day and night for davs,
and was dead with fatigue; but, some wa-, thev ke})t
|:nuig. and managcMl to be civil and friendly when I
ha<l busmess with tli<>m. How they do It I don't
know. A Frenchman's p<»lit(>ness nmst be more deeplv
nigramed than even I had supposed.

C)n the w;.y back from the Legation tins cvenin-
I s.w yon I?,>low. the German ALnist.-r, driving honu'
Irom the Forcigu ()(fi,.,. |o his Lcuation. He ,,;,sscd
close to me. and I saw thai the perspiration was >tandin<'
'"" "" his forclH>a,l. Tb. h,>hl his hat in his hand and
pulled at a cigarette like a mechanical tov. bl.m in-
fill jerky el„u,ls of .sm„ke. II,> l,«,k..d neil'hcr io \vf\

J""-

nghl. and failed to giv<> m(> his usual ceremonious
l"'^^• He ,s cvuh-ully not at ease about the situation,
Jillhorgli he conlinu(-s to figure in the newspapers is
^tatuigthat all i. u..|I. thai ( icnnany ha. no inleni iu,,
''' ^^^""iK Io n IJcI^i..,,, M.ii. .-m,! fj,..,| .,11 |{,.|„.J„,„
hiis l<, ,1„ is 1,. K,.,.,, ,...,|,„ i,^ .,„ i„,,,,,.|,.^^. ^j^.,.;, ,^^
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Lc Soir ho sums up his rcassurinii; remarks hv savin"-;

"Your neighbour's house may burn but yoiu-s will be

safe,"

August .3, ]!)l'^.Si) mail in lo-<lay. All com-
munications se(Mii i() be stopped for Ihe lime being at

least. Mobilisation here and in France recpiires all the

efforts of ;dl hands, and hllle workaday things like

mail and newspapers go by the board.

According- to I lie news which was given me wlien

I got out of bed this morning, tlu' rierniaii ]\Iini>ter

last night j)resented to tli(> '^' ian Government an
Ultimatum demanding the righ -end Cierman troops

across Belgium to attack France. lie was evidently

returning from this plea>ant duly when T saw him
last night, f(»r the uHiniatum seems to have l)een

presented at seven o'clock. The King presided over

a Cabinet Council which sal all night: and when the

twelve hours given by the ultimaluni Iiad expired, at

sev(>n this morning, a flat refusal was .-,enl to Ihe

(Icrman Legation. Arrangements were got uiuler way,
as the Council sal, \o defend the froulicrs of !he country
against aggression. During the night the garrison left

and the Garde CiAique came on duly to police Ihe town.

The influx of callers was greater lo-day than at any
time so far. and we were fairly swamped. Miss Larnei-

cami' in and worked like a Trojan, taking pa>>porl

aj)plications ;ind reassuring the women who wanted
to l)e told Ihal Ihf (iermaus wouKl not kill iheiii e\-en

when they g(A to Brussels. She is a godsend lo us.

Monsieur de Ta val, the Belgian lawyer wlio for ten

years has been Ihe legal counselor of the Legation,
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came in and hrouolit sonic good clerks witli liini. He
al..o hung up liis hut and went to work, niakin<r all
sorts of calls at the Foreign Office, seeing callers,"and
going about to ihe dilFcrent Legations. Granville
Fortescue came in from Ost^-nd, and I should have
put lum lo work hut that he had plans of his own and
has decided to i,lossom forth as a war correspondent
lie IS all for getting to the "front" if any.
Just lo see what would happen, I went to the tele-

phone after lunch and asked to he put through to the
Fml)assy at London. To my surprise, 1 got the con-
nection in a few minutes and jiad a talk with Bell the
Second Secretary. The Cabinet had been sitting since
eleven this mornii.g, l)ut had announced no decision
I lel(>phoned him again this evening and ^of the same
reply. Bell said that they had sev.>ral hundred peoplem the chancery and were i)reparing for a heavv blow.
As n(>arly as we can make out the Germans have

sent i)atrols into Belgian territory, l)ut there have
been no actual operations so far." Al! dav long we
have been getting stories to the effect thai there has
been ;; batik at Vise and that fifteen hundred Bel-ians
had been killed; later it was stated that they lia<l
driven the Germans back with heavy k)sses. The net
result is that al the en.l of the day we know htlle more
than we did this morning-.

Parliam.-nt is summoned to meet in special session
lo-morrow morning to hear what the King has to say
about the German ullimatum. It will Ir. an interesting
sight. Parliament has h)ng been n-nt with most bitliT
fic'ioi.al (luarrels. but I hear that all th.>e are to be
forgotten and that all parties. Socialists i.u lide.l are
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to rally round llic llirone in a greal denionslraliou

of loyalty.

All the regular troops have been withdrawn from

this part of the country and dispatched to the

front, leaving the protection of the capital to the

Garde Civique, who are patrolling Ihe streets, to

examine the papers of everyhody w'.io moves about.

This is a sort of local guard made up of people who
have not been callecl for active military service, but

who have volunteered for local defense. Tluw are

from every class—lawyers and butchers and bakers

and dentists and university professors. They have,

of course, had little^ training for this sort of work, and

have had onlv element arv orders to guide them. These

they carry out to the letter. There are detachmc^nts

of them at all sorts of strategic points in the city

where they hold up passing vchiclivs to see who is

inside. T have been stopped by tlnMU gcM^lness knows

how many times this day. They hold up the car, look

inside, apologise, and explain go(Ml-natunNll that they

are obliged to botlier me, asking who I am, and after

I have satisfied them with j)apers that any well-

ef|uippe(l spy woulil be ashamed of, they let me go

on with more ajiologies. They rejoice in a t radii ional

tmiform td])])!^! otf by a derby lial with kangaroo

feathers on it. This is anything but lui.rti.il in appt^ar-

ance and seems to affect their funny bone as it does mine.

August r,th.- Yest(Tday morning we got about cprly

and made for tlie Cliamber of Deputies to luvir !lie

King's speech. The MinistcM' and I walked over

together and uiet a few straggling colleagues headed
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ill llie same direction. Most of Ihein liad got there
ahead of us, and I lie ^^aUeries were all jammed. The
Ijue Royale, from (he Palace around the park to the
P: !-lianu>nt building, was packed witli people, held in
(heck },y the (^.arde Civique. There was a huzz as
ot a tlr.usand bees and every face was aJ)Iaze—the
look of a people who have l)een trampled on for
hundreds of years and have not learned to submit.
TJie Garde Civique had two bands in front of the
Senate, and they tri<.<l to play the Braban^onne in
unison. Neither of them could play tlie air in tune
and they were about a bar apart all the time. They
played it tlirough and then began lo play it over a^ain
\Mlhont a pause between. They blew and pounded
sleaddy for nearly half an hour, and the more tliey
played, the more enthusiastic the crowds became.
When I saw liow crowded the galleries were I thouglit

I would not i)ush, so resigned myself to missing the
spcrch and went out onto a balcony with Webber, of
the Hritish Legation, to see the arrival of the Kin"
and Queen. We had the balcony to ourselves, as everyt
l)«)dy els,> was inside fighting for a place in the galleries
to hear the speech.

When iho King and Queen finally left the Palace
we kn(>w it from a roar of cheering that cam.' surgin-'
across IIk- Park. The little procession cam(> along at
i' Miiart trot, and although it was hidden from us by
"" In'cs we could follow its progress I)y the steadily
.•xlvancmg roaring of H,,. „,„b. Wlu-u th^v turn.-il
In.m IIk- Ru,- H.,y.,le into the Rue de la Loi. the <rowd
111 front of the Parliament Imildings took up the cheer-
ing m a way to make the windows rattle.
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First came the .slafi" of the Kin<f and niciuh'Ts of

his lioiisciiold. Then the QueiMi, ;K'conij)ani('(I Ly tie

royal cJiildreii, in an open flaiinioiit. Tlie cluN'riiig

for the Queen was full-lliroaled and with no sign of

doul)t, because of lier Bavarian hirth and uplu-inging

—

she is looked on as a Belgian Queen and nolhing else.

After the Queen came a carriage or two with members
of the roval faiuilv and the Court. Finally the King on

horseback. lie was in the field uniform of a lieutenant-

general, with no decorations and none of the ceremonial

trappings usual on such occasions as a speech fn^ni th(>

Throu.\ He was followed by a few ni'^nibers of his

staff who also looked as though they wer'.' meant more

for business than for dress parade.

As the King drew rein and dismounte', the cheering

burst forth witli twice its former vohrue; antl, in a

frantic demonstration of loyalty, hats and sticks w(>re

thrown into the air. Two bands plaved on manfullv,

but we could h':^ar only an occasional discord.

Just as the King started into the building an usher

came out, touched me on the arm and said something,

beckoning me to come inside. One of the galleries had

been locked by mistake but had now bcH'u opened, and

Webber and I were rewarded for our modesty by being

given the whole thing to oursehes. In .. few minutes

the Bolivi.ui Charge came in and joined us. Our places

were not ten feet from the Throne, and we could not

have been belter placed.

The Queen came in (luietly from one sid(> and took

a throne to the left of the tribune, nHvr acknowledging

a roaring welcome from the members of the two
Ilou.ses. When the cheering had subsided, t!ie King
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Avalkcd in alone from [],.- riglil, bowed f^ravcly to the
assembly and walked quickly to the dais almve and
hehmd ihe tribune. With a business-like gesture lie
tossed his eaj) on U, \]w ledge before him and threw
Ins white cotton gloves into it—then drew out his
speech and r(>ad it. At first his voice was not very
steady but he soon controlled it and read tJie speech
to the end in a voice that was vibrating with emotion
but wiljiout any oratory or heroics. He went straiyht,
to the \ital need for union between all factions imrl
all parties, between the French. Flemish, and Walloon
races, between Catholics, Lil)erals, and Socialists in a
<!<-l'"nnined resistance to the attack upon Belgian
nidepi>ndenc(>. The House could contain itself for only
a few nn'mites at a time, and as every point was driven
liome they burst into frantic cheering. When the King,
Jiddressiiig himself directly to the members of Parlia-
iiient, said. -'Arc you determined at any cost to main-
tani the sicn-d heritage of our ancestors.^"" the whole
Cliamber burst into a roar, and from the Socialists'
si.le came cries of: "At ..ny cost, by deatli if need be."

Il was simpl(> and to Ihe point—a manlv speech.
And as lie delivered it he was a kingly figu're. facing
ior the sake of honoiu- what he knew to be the gravest
<langer that c. dd ever come to his countrv and his
peopl<^ When he had finished he l)owed to the Queen,
llirn to tlie Parliament, and then walked quicklv out
of the roon). while the assembly roared again.

^

The
Senators and Deputies swarmed about the King on
hi^ way out, cheering and trying to shake lu'ni by the
liniid—and none w( r(< more at j.ains t.. voice their
devotion than the Socialists.
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After lie had gone the Qiic(mi rose, howrd sliyly lo

tlie as.sciiil)!y, and wiflidrrw with llio royal children.

She was '/wvu a rousing ovation as everybociy reahsed
the difficulty of her position and was d()ul)ly anxious
to sliow lu>r all tlieir confidence and affection. The
wliole occasion was moving, but when the lilll<> Queen
acknowledg(<d the ovation so shyly and so sadly and
withdrew, the tears were pretty near the surface—my
surface at any rate.

For several minutes after the Queen witluh'ew the
cheering continued. Suddenly a tense silence fell ui)on
the room. M. de Broqueville, the I*rime :Minister,

had mounted the tribune and stood waiting for atten-
tion. II(> was clearly under great stress of emotion,
and as the House settled itself to liear him he l)rushed

away the tears that had started lo his eyes. II(> l)egan

ni a very direct way liy saying that he w(»uld limit

himself to reading a few documents and hopcvj that,

after liearing tliem, tJic House would consid(M- the
Government worthy of the confidence that had be«>n

reposed iu it and that immediate action would be taken
upon matters of urgent importance. He first read the
German ultimatum,* which was received quietly Imt

* Tlie following i.s tlic text of tiic (Joniian ulliinatum:

Brussels, August -2, 1914.

Very Conkide.vtial.

Roliat)le information lias been rcoeive<l In- tlio Gorman Gov-
rrnm<'iit to tlie effect tliat Frencli forces intciul f„ manli <in tlie

line of tlic Mouse by Givet and Xam-ir. Tliis infcrnialion loaves
no doubt as to the intention of France to march through Belgian
territory against Germany.
The German Governmeut cannot but fear that Lclgium, ia
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.spite uf {he ulrnost -..odwill. will ho nnahlo. without assistance
to repel so considerable a French invasion with sufficient ,.n,s,,ect
of success f„ alionl an a-!.,,iialc guarantee against ,iani;er to (Jer-
many It .s essential for the sdf-,l,.tV„ce of (iern.anv that she
shoni.! ant.cpale any snrh hoslile attack. The (Jern.an (.ovcrn-
""•"f ^^'"iM. llou,.^,.r, f.vl IJH. .j.vpest regret if JViKinn, r<. ar.fe.l
as an art ol hostility a;;ainst herself the fact that ll„. inrasiires
..r (..TmaMv s oj.ponents force Gennany, for her own .,rol,.,.|ion
to cnlir Reijiian territory.

In onler to exch„ie ."my possil.ility of .nis„„,lerstan(li„ff, the
(.erinan (.overmnciit make tiie followin- <!<. aralioir

1
,

<..Tn,a,iy lK.s in view „o act of hostility a^uin^^t Relgn.m.
I., the event ot 15cIj,iih„ Inin, prcparcl in the comin^r war to
maintain an atliln.K. of fricn.lly ncilrality towar.Is Gonnanv the(.erman C.overnment l,in,l thenis-lvcs, at the .-onclusion of n,'a..o
to guarantee the j.ossessions an,i ii„K ,Hn.|..nce of the Reh'iaaKingdom m full.

^'

_2. Germany undertakes, under the ahove-inentioned condi-
tx.n. to evacuate Relpan ternlory on ll,c conclusion of peace

.5. If Relgiun, adopts a iVi.iully attitude, (iennanv i. prc-
I.ared. u, co-operation with the Relgian authorities, to'pmvhase
.-.11 necessanes or her troops against a .-ash payment, and to pav
;',"

'"' '""> ^'•'•''">- ''^""^'^^^ "-' -n..v have l.een cau.e.f l.y'icnnan troops. -

^. Should liel^nm, oppose the G.Tman troops, and in inr-'-...r should she tlirow difficulties in the way ..f tlieir inard! i^an-Mstanee ol the fortresses on the Meusc. or l.y d.-strovin.- rail-ways, roads, ,„„„,,, ,„ ,„„.,, ,i,„i,,, ,,,,^, ^ •

-J^nvn-t. he compelled to eon.,lerl!el,ium as an cemv
n tins event Germany ean undertake no obligations towardselgmm „.t H.. evenlud a.lJMs„„en. of „ lations hctwcn<l- wo States, MUM belelMot I,-, ,„on of .n„s
;•' ^.-rman (n. emmcnl. houcvr. entertain the d,s,i„et

'."M "'•" 'MS event .al.ty will not oe..„r, and thai Iheiielgian

;;;;-;;' -" •"ow how to take n. „....,,.,„.„.„,.::
,

r' ;•." "'^- ^'-"-e,„e of i„,.ide„,s such as ,l,os .,„io„c
•'. Ins e,.,o the friendly ,ie> whieh hind the two ne,..|dJ. r gstates Will grow stronger and more cnduru.g
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with indignation aud anger which was \silli diilicully

sup])re»(.'d. AVithoul roninicnting uj)om tlie German
nolc, he tluMi read Ihe reply whicli had lu'cn handed
to the (lernian ^Minister.* Tliis was followed hy a final

*Tlic IJclgian (iovcniinciil ri-plicd ;i.s follows to thf (ieriiian

uhiiiKituin:

Tlie Gcniiaii (iovmiiiu'iit staled in their note of the 'ind

Aiifiiist. 1!)1 t, that aceordin;^ to relialile iiiforination French

forces intended to niarcli on the Meuse \ ia (iivet and Nanmr,
and that Ik'ii^iuni, in sjiite of the lie-t iiilentions, wmild not he in

a jjositiou to re[)ulse, witiiont assistance, an advance of French

l:'ooi)S.

The German Governnienl. ilierefore, considered tlieniselves

compelled U) anticii)ate this attack and to violate ]}el;,'ian terri-

tory. In these circinnstances. Germany proposed tliat the ]?el-

f;ian Government ado|)t a friendly attitude towards her, ami
uiidert<iok, on the conclnsion of peace, to f^iiarantce the iniejjrily

of the Kiiif,'dom and its [Hissessions to their full extent. The note
adtied that if l{eli,nnni put diflicullies in the way of the adsance of

German lrooi)s, (iermany wouhl lie compelled lo consider her as

an enemy, and to leave the ultimate adjustment of the relations

Iielween the two States to the decision of arm^.

This note has made a deep and painful im[)re>sion upon the
Beli^i.in ( ioxcrni.ient.

'I"he intentions altrilmlcd lo IVance liy Germany arc in con-
tradi(tion lo the formal dc(laralion> made lo us on Aupist l.st

in Ihe name of the I'rcnch Goscrmnenl.
Moreover, if contrary lo our expectation, 15el>iian neutrality

-hould he violaled liy IV.ince, I{eli,'ium inlenils to fulfil her int<T-

nalional oldi^'alions and the I{<'l;ri.in army would offer the most
vigorous resistance to the in\ader.

The treaties of lH.'t!». eonfirmed hy Ihe li-e.iiles of 1,STI>. Vou<-li

for tlio inde|>enden(.' .md iiculralily of l{el:,'ium under Ihc uuar-
anle<' of the Povvirs. and nolahly of His .Majesty the Kin^,' of

I'russia.
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note (lelivcTod hy the aTinaii :\rinislcr Hiis morning
stating "that in y\v\\ ol" tlir refusal of the King to
accrdo to the \v<>!I-int('ntion(>(l proijosals of the Em-
peror. Uic Imperial Cioverinnent, greatly to its egret,
\vn.s oMig(>(l to carry out hy force of arms the measun'S
indispensahle lo its security." After reading these
docum(>nts he nuuK' a short and ringing speech, full of
fire, which was repeatedly intcrrui)ted hy cheers. AYheii
h(> cam(> down fron the Irihtuie he was surrounded hy
cheering S<>nalors and Deputies struggling to shake
his hand an<l express llieir approval of ju's speecli.
V.vvn the Socialists who had fought him for years rose
to the occasion and vi(>d wiili their colleagues in their
detnonstndions of enthusiasm. IJroqueville rose again
iind said: "In 1 1,,- pro,.,,! - risis we liave received from
the^pj)Osilion a \n hole-hcarteil support; they liavc

IMghun lias iilwMvs luvn faitliful to Ii.t intrrnali.-iia! nhlitra-
tions; .she lias carriiMl out Ikt (iiiiirs in a spirit of loyal impartial-
ity and slie has left iiotliin- tiiidoiK- • - niaiataiii and ciifom- rc-
sj)0(l for tier noiitralify.

'Hh- attack upon her ind<"i)on.lcii(c with wliich the CuTiiian
(Invornmei.t Ihroatcn h.-r const, tutrs a lla.rant violation of inter-
national law. No stralcui,. intcrot justifies snch a violation of huv.

Ihe Rdpai! (iovcrnincnf. if |l„.v were al.le (o jietrpt the
proposals sul.nutted to tlie.n. wonM sacriti.'e Ihe honour of the
nation and helray their duty lowanls IhiroiM-.

_

CoiLsciou. of the part which Relgiuni has plaved for more than
Oiphfy y.-ars n, Iho .ivilisation of the world, thev refuse to l.clieve
tliaf the indepondeiico of Helptini ran only he prcM^rved ;.t tlio
price of the violation of her neutrality.

If this hope is disappoinle,! Ihe Uel'^rjan Govvrnment are firmly
resolved to repel, hy all the nicin-. in th.^ir poucr, every attack
npnii their rii,'hls.

l<ru».sels. Augu.st :i. Mill. iT A..M.).
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rallied to our sMc in the most inipressive way in prc-
paring Uk- reply to Germany. Jn order to em])Iia.si.se

this union of all factions, His :\r;ijesty the Kin-' has
just signed a deereo appoinling Monsieur Vandervelde
as a Minister of St'ife." This annonneemenl was
greeted by roars of ai)i)lause from all i)arts of the
House, and Vanderv(«lde was immediately surrounded
l)y Mnuster.-, and Deputies anxious lo eoiigratulale
him. His rei)ly to the Prime Minister's sjkvcIi was
merely a shout above the roar of applause: "I acrept

""

As we eame out, some of the colleagues were -alliered
about (lelialing whelher Ihey should go over lo Ijie

Palace and a^k !o lake leave of the King. They were
saved thai labour, however, for I he King had s'lcj)ped

nilo a molor al Ihe door and was already speeding
\o the General Headcinarlers which h;us been set up
nnb.KJy knows uhere. T]i:il looks like business.

^VIl^n Fgot back lo I he Legation I found von Slunnn
Coiniselor of the (Jernian Legation, wilh the news thai
Ins chief had received his j)assport> and must leave al
once. He had come lo ask that the American Mini>lcr
take o\er the care of Hie German Legation and the
protection of t!,r (icrnian subjects who had not yet
left thee,,uutry. I said that we could not nndertake
anything of that sort without authority from Washing-
ton, a. id got Ihe Minister lo telegrapii for it when he
came in from some hurried visits Jic had nuide in
search of news.

While we were snatching .some lunch, von Slunnn
cana- back with the fJcrnian :\Iini.slcr, von 11, h.u . and
said that some ])rovi>ii)nal arrangciuent mu>l i.r uiade
at once as the stall' of the Legation wonl.l have I., leave
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for tlu> Dulcli frontier in tlie course of Uie afternoon—

•

loiii: liefore wc couM ]ioj)(> for an answer from Washing-
Ion. We (lid nol like llie idea of doinj;' that .sort of

tliitm willioui llie lsuo\vledf;e of Wasliin<,ft<)n, but
finidiy agreed lo aeeepl tlie eliai'-c provisionally on
grounds of liunianily, until such tini:' as we .should

receive specific instructions as to who would be
delinitely entrusted with lh(> i)i-()leclion of (lernian

interests. In case of need, we shall be asked to take
over ceilaiii olhei' Legations and sliall liave our hands
more than lull.

At fi\-e (('.lock we went over lo the ricrnian Lega-
lioii. whicli we found suirounded by a heavy detach-
ment <(f (iarde Civiciue as ;i ineasur(> of jjrolection

against viol^ iice. ^V( drew U|), signed, and sealed

a protocol aceejjting what is known as !(t (jardc dcs
dip (t drs srcau.r. until such ti|.|(> ;i< definite arr.'.nge-

nients uiiLM be made. The Minister and von Stunnii
were nearly uuslnuig. They had been unijer a great
strain for some days and were making no efforl lo
get their belongings together lo tak( them away.
They sat on Die edge of their diairs, mopi)ed iJieir

brows and smoked eigaretl(>s as fast as tiiey could
light one from another. I was given a lot of final

instructions about things !(» be done—and all with the
statement that they should b(> done a' once, as the
C!(Tmaii army would doiibll.<^s be in l?russcls in three
days. AMiile we 'Nerv talking, the chancellor of the
Legation. Mofral (iraliowsky. a typical while-haired
<;'Tman fn„,.!i,,,,;,,.y. uas potlcri.ig .d.ou! wiMi sealing
wax and strips (,f paper, sealiug the archives and
answering iiaesi ions i,, ..j deliberate and perfectly calm

M
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way. It was for all the world like a scene in a play.
TJie shaded room, the two nervous diplomats register-
ing- anxiety and strain, the old fiuu^tionary who was
to sta\- behind to guard the arc]ii\(\s and refused to
he moved from his ealm hy the ai)f)roaehing cataclysm.
It seemed alto,^ I her unreal, and I had to keep bringing
iiiy,M-lf back to a realisation of the fact that it was
oiilv too line and loo serious.

They were very ominous about what an Invasion
means to this country, and kept referring to tlie army
as a steam roller (hat will leave nothing standing in
its path. Slumm kept repeating: "Oh, the poor fools!
AMiy don't they gel out of the way of the steam roller.

We don't want to hurt them, but if tliey stand in our
way they will be groiuid into the dirt.

'

Oh, the poor
fools!"

^

The riov(>rnment had a special train re;idy for the
Geinmn diplonuUic and consular officers who were to
leave, and they got away about seven. Now, tliiink

goodness, they are safely in Holland and speeding
back to their own coimtrv.

Hefore leaving. Below gave out word lliat we would
look after German interests, and consecjuently we have
l)een deluged with frigliteiuMJ people ever since.

All tlie Germans who have remained liere seem to
be paralysed with fright, and have for the most part
taken refuge in convents, schools, etc. There are
several hundreds ..f them in the (ierman Consulate-
CJeneral wiiich has been provisi(»ncd as for a siege.

Popular feeling is. of course, rumiing high again-t
Ihcin. and there may l)e incidents, but so far nothing
lia> haiJjH'ned to justify the panic
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This morning a Belgian priest, the Abbe Upmans,
came in to say that he had several hundred Germans
under liis care and wanted some i)rovi.sion made for

getting them awiy before tlie situation got any worse.

After talking the matter over with the ^Minister

and getting liis instructions, I took the Abbe in tow,

and with Monsieur de Leval went to the Foreign
Ofiice to see about getting a special train to take these

people across the border into Holland and thence to

Ciermany. At first, the suggestion was received with
some resentment and I was told flatly that there was
no good reason for Belgium to hand over special trains

to IxMu^fit Germans wIumi every car was needed for

milit;!ry operations. I pl(>iuled that consideration

must be shown these helphvss people and that this

course was just as much in the interest of Belgium as

of anybody else, as it would remove tlie danger of

violence with possil)le reprisals and would relieve the
overworked police force of onerous duties. After some
argument, Baron Donny went with me to the Siirete

Publique where we went over the mattr-r again with
the Ch'' •"

II(> gol tlie point at once, and joined forces

witli us in a re(iuest to the Minister of Railways for

u special tntin. We soon arranged matters as far as
the Belgian fnmtier. I then telephoned through to
The Hague, got Marshal Langhorne and asked hinj
to re(juest the Dutch Governmenl to send another
train to the frontier to j)iek our people up and send
them through to Germany. lie went olf \.\[h a rii,dit

go(Kl will to arrange that, and I hope to have an answer
in the morning.

^^e plan to start the train on Fridnv tnorninL' at

i
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four o'clock, so as to gvl our people llirouqh iJic si reels
when there are few people ahout. We aVo niakino- it
known that all (iernians who wiMi to leave should
pnt m an appearance ]>y ihaf lime, an.l it h)oks as
though we sjiould have from .se\cn hundred to a
thousand to provide- for. It will he a oroat relief to
get them oil', and 1 hold my breath until the train is
safely gone.

The Belgian Govomnient Is making no distinction
between Germans, and is letting those liable for mili-
tary service gel away with the others.
Wild stories Jiave b.-un to circulate about what is

bound to happen to .Vmericans and olhrr f()rei<mers
when hostilities get nearer I,, Hrnssids, and we "l.ave
iiad to spend much time that could have been devoted
to better things iu c-ahning a lot of excitable people
o both sexes. I hnally dug out the ,,lan of organisation
ot Uw f«,reigners for the Siege of VrVnvj; and suggested
to the Mmister that, in order to give th.-se' people
somctlnng to do and let them feel that somef],ing was
iH'ing done, we should gel them together and appoint
tli.'m all on conunittccs to look after difh-rcn; things
llus w;,s dour to-day. ronnuiltees wer,- appointed
to look tor a house when> Americans eo,d,l be assembledm case of hostilities in lh.> immediate viciuitv of
Brussels; to lo<.k aft(-r ih,- lood supplv; to atteud to
catermg; to round uj. Americans and" .ce that they
get to the pla<v of .-efugv when the tin.e comes; to
look after destitute Americans, vh: Now thev are
I'll

happy and working like in-avers, ,dl],ough then- is
I'ttle chance tliat th.-ir work will s, rve any k.scIuI
pnrpose asHle from ke.piug I hem occupied. We got
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Mrs. Slialcr lo open up the Stiuloiils' ("liih, wliich Iiad

heon closed for the suninier, so tlial llie colony ciin liave

a place lo nieel and work for Ihc Red Cross and keep
its collective mind off the gossip that is flyin*,' alunit.

Last night onr cipher telegrani> to Washington were
sent back from the telegraph ofhee with word thai

under the hitest instru<;tions from lh(> Government
they could not he forwarded. Thi' ^tlitiister and I

hurried over to tlie Foreign Office, where we found
several oi tlie colleagues on the same errand. It was
all a mistakes due to tlu> fact tliai tlic General Staff

had issued a swee})ing order to stoj) all cipher messages
without sloi)ping to consi<ler our special case. It was
fixed after some deliate, and llie ]\Iini>t(>r and T came
hack lo llie shoj) and got otf oin- la>t telegrams, which
were finished at three this morning.

T was hiick at my desk by a little after eight and
have not finished this day's work, although it is after

midniglit. I have averagcnl from three to five hours
slvcp since llie trouble began and, strange lo say, I

thrive on it.

T have called several times to-day a I the Freneli and
British Legations to get the latest news. They keep
as well posted as is possible in the prevailing confusion,
anil are most generous and kind in giving us everything
they j)r()i)erly can.

There seems to have been a serious engagement
to-day at Liege, which the Gennans ar(> determined
to reduce before proceeding toward Lrauce. The
report is that Ihe attack was well resisted and Ihe
Germans driven back with heavy loss. A numb(>r of
prisoners luive been taken and were beiiii!- !>ro. !...!.!

1
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into Brussels this evening along with the wounded.
In the eotirse of tlie fighting there was a sort of cliarge
of the Light Brigade; one squadron of Belgian Lancers
was obliged to attack six times its number of Germans
and was cut to pieces, only one officer escaping. The
morale of the Belgians is splendid.

This afternoon as the 'Slinister and I were going to
call on the British Minister, we jiassed the King and
his staff headed out the Rue de la Loi for the front.

They looked like business.

Several times to-day I have talked over the telephone
with the Embassy iu Loudon. They seem to be as
strong on rumours as we are here. One rumour I was
able to p;iss on to Bell was to the effect that the British
flagship had been sunk by German mines with another
big warship. .Vnother to the effect that five German
ships have been destroyed by the French fleet off the
coast of Algeria, etc., etc.

The Red Cross is hard at work getting ready to
liaudlc the wounded, and everybody is doing some-
thing. Nearly everybody with a big house has fitted
it in whole or in part as a hospital. Others are rolling
bandages and preparing all soi .:s of supplies.

The military attaches are all going about in uniform
now. Each Legation has a flag on its motor and the
letters C. D.—which are supposed to stand for Corps
Diplomatique, although nobody knows it. I have
seized Mrs. Boyd's big car for my owfi use. D. L.
Blount has put his car at the disposal of the Minister
and is to drive it iu'mself.

There is talk already of moving the Court and the
Government to Antwerp, to lake refuge behind the
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fortificiitions. When the Germans advance beyond
Liege, the Go\ernnient w ilh of course, have to go, and
the diplomatic corps may follow. It would be a

nuisance for us, and I hope we may be able to avoid

it.

Germans are having an unhai)py time, and I shall

be happier when they are across the l)order. Nothing
much seems to have l)ai)pened to them beyond liaving

a few shops wrecked in Antwerp and one or two peojjle

beaten up here. One case that came to my knowledge
was an outraged man who had been roughly handled
and could not understaiul why. All he had done was
to stand in front of a cafe where the little tables are

on the sidewalk and remark: "Talk all the French vou
can. You'll soon have to talk German." Of course

there are a lot of Belgians, Swiss and Dutch who
rejoice in good German names and they are not having

a pleasant time. One nvstauranl called Chez Fritz,

I saw when coming along the Boulevard this evening,

had hung out a blackboard with the proud device:

"Fritz e.s't Linrmbourgt'ois. mai.s .sa Maison est Bclijc."

lie was taking no chances on having the place smashed.

August Gtfi.—This morning wlien T came into the

Legation I found the Minister of Justice in top hat

and frock coat waiting to see .somebody. He had
received a report that a wireless station had been
established on top of tlie German Legation and was
I)eing run by the people who were left in the building.

lie came to ask the Minister's consent to send a judge

to look, see and draw up a proccs rerbal. In our own
artless little American way we suirL'ested tliat it nuL'ht
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be .sinii)Icr lo <;o >lr;ii,ulii over aiul find out how nuidi
tlicrc was lo Ihc n'|ini|. Tiie Mitiisler of Justice liad
a couple of tele^rai)li linemen willi liini, and as soon
as :\Ir. AVliilloek could -vt his hat, we walked around
the corner lo the riernian L(\-alioiu rang t]ie hell, told
the startled oceupanls that we wanted to go up to
the garni and - up we went.

^^herl we got [her(> we found lliat the only way onto
the roof was hy a long perpendicular ladder leading
to a tra]) door. We all scranihled up Hiis—all hut the
^^uuster of Justice, \vho renuiined behind in the garret
^vith his toj) jial.

^^e looked the place over \'ery carefully, and the
workmen- -«nidenlly in order to feel that "^ they were
doing somelhing-cut a few wires which probably
resulted ill great inconvenience to , orfeetly harndess
people fartlier along the street. But there was no
evidence of a wire!(>ss outfit. One of tlie men started
to explain to me how that i)roved nothing at all; that
an apparatus was now made that could be concealed
in a hat and brought out at night to be worked. He
.stopped in the middle of a word, for suddenly we heard
the ra.>ping internn"llenf hiss of a wireless\-ery near
at hand. Everybody stiffened up like a lot of pointers,
and in a minute had locat(>d the plant. Il was nothing
but a rusty gir(Mielte on lop of a chimney being turned
li^v llie win<l and scrateliing spitefully at every turn.
The discovery eased the strain and everybody laughed.
Then there was another sound, and we all turned

around lo see a tra{) door raised and Ihe serene, be-
moiioeled face of my friend Cavalcanti looked out on
us in bewilderment. Ta our search we had slraved
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over oiilo Die roof of (lie Bni/ili;iii Le^rtioii. It

seemed to cause liim some surprise to see us doiui^

seeond-slory work ou Uicir liouse. It was a funny
situation—but ended in anotlier laufi;li. ll is a good
thing we can work" in a laugh now and then.

Tlie day was eliiefiy occupied witJi perfecting arrange-

ments for getting off our CuM-nian refugees. The
Minister wislied the joh on me. and I v iih some
eknnents of executive nhility myself gav(> I he worst

part of it to Xasniith, the \'ice-('onsul-CIei.eral. Modi-
fications became necessary every few ininulcs, and
Leval and I were runn'ig around like stricken deer

all day, seeing the disheartening number of go\ermiient

oflicials who were concerned, having cha.Mges made
and asking for additional trains. During the afternoon

more and more Germans came pouring into the Con-
sulate for refuge, until there were o\er two thousand

of them there, terribly crowded and tudKij)py. Several

convents were also packed, and we calculated that we
should have two or three thousand to get out of tjie

country. In the morning the Legation was })esieged

by numbers of poor people who did not know which

way to turn and came to us because they had been

told i'lat we would take care of them. "We were all

kept busy; and Leval, smothering his natural feelings,

came out of his own accord ami talked and ad\ised

and calmed the frightened people in their own language.

None of us would have asked him to do it, but he was
fine enough to waul to help and lo do it without any
i'tiss.

A crowd of curious peoj)le gathered outside the

Legation to watch the callers, and now and then, thev
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boo-o(l a Gernian. I looked out of tlio window in time

to SCO somebody in the crowd strike at a pot^r little

worm of a man wlio had just f,'one out the door. lie

was excited and foolisli enouirh to reach toward his

hip pocket as though for a revolver. In an instant

the crowd fell on him; and allhouf,'h Ciustave, the

mcssenfjer, and I rushed out we were just in time to

pull liini inside and slam the do<,r before they liad

a ciianc(> to jjolish i.ini off. dustave nearly liad his

clolh(\s torn off in the scrimmage, but stuck to his job.

An iiis])ired idiot of au American tourist wlio was
inside tried to get \]\v door o{)en and address the crf^wd

in good American, and T had to handle him most
uu(h )I()nialically to ke(^p him from getting us all irito

trouble. The crowd lhump<'(l on the door a little in

imitation of a mob scen<>, and the Garde Civique liad

to be summoned on the run from the German Legation
to drive them b.ick and establish some semblance of

order. Then de Leval and I went out and talked to the

crowd that is to say, we went out and he talked to

the crowd. lie told them very reasonaf)ly that they
were doing iiarm to Belgium, as actions of this sort

might bring reprisals wliich would cost the country
<lear. and that they nnist control their feelings. He
sounded iiie right note so successfully that the crowd
brok(> up with a cheer.

Orders have bctMi issued to jxTinif us tn-e use of the

telephone and lelegrapii, although they have been cut

for everybody cl>c. Yesterday ;il'lrrnoon I talked with
the Cotisulale^ at Gli(<nt and .\iitwerp. They were
both having tiieir fronb'fs willi Germans who w;inted

to gel out «»f the country. I tohl them to send every-
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body up here and let tlieni report at their own con-

suhite, where they will be looked after.

The Government is taking no chanees of having

trouble becau.se of the doings of francs-tireurs. The
jSIinister of the Interior sent out, on the llli, a circular

to every one of tlie !2,700 conmunies in the country

to be posted everywhere. Tlie circular points out in

simple and emphatic terms the duty of civilians to

refniin from iiostile acts and makes it clear that

civilians might be executed for such acts. Aside from
tiiis, every newspajxT in tlie country has printed the

following notice signed by the Minister of the; In-

terior:

TO ('I\ ILIAXS

The Minister of the Interior iui\ ises civilians, in ease tlie eiumy
stioiild show himself in their (listriet:

."'lot to fi^ht

;

To litter no in.siiUin>; or threatening word-;

To remain within their houses ami elose ihe windows, so that

it will !)<• impossible to ailege that tliere has In-en any j)rov<H-a'Jon;

To evacuate any liouses or small villai^e v '>ich may he <Kcupied

by soldiers in order to defend them:;-lves, so that it cannot l)e

allejjed that civilians have tired;

An a<'t of violence connnitled hy a single civilian wmild 1m'

a crime for which the law provides arri-^l and |)unishmrnt. It

is all the more rcpreheiiviliK- in tliat it iiiiglit mivc as a pretext

for measures of rejiression result iiur in l)loodshcd and pillaue or

the massacre of tlie iruKH-ent po|)ulatiou with women and ( hildreii.

li* the course of the afternoon we got our ti-ltgrams

telling of llie aj)propriation l)y ^'ongress of two :nid

u half millions for the relief of Americans in KurojK-,
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and tlic (lopalcli of I lie Tcnie.s.scr witli the nioiioy on
bonnl. Now all hands waiii xnnv < f the money and
a cahin on lli(» Tctnirs.s-i'c to ^o lionio in.

. Ilic Wli(>al Kinu, canu' inio the L(\i;aiion this

nionn'nn and wa.s very grateful hccansc we contrived
to cash out of our own pockets a i wenty-dollar express
cli'-ck f(.r liini. He was I'lat broke with liis pocket
linluinjr witli checks and was livin.ii; in a pnisioH at
six francs a (hiy. Tliere is <:(nn<j; to he a lot of dis-

comfort and suiffM-inii ;inless >ome money is made
ivailal)k> pretty soon. Tlie wor>l of it i> that tliis is

llie ]u-\o]\\ of I lie tourist season and Knrope is fnll of

school-teachers and other people who came o\<-r for

short trips with meaner rexinrces car(>fnlly calculali^d

lo ^ct lh(-ni tjirou^h their tra\clin.u- and home again
i»y ; certain dale. If tluy arc kepi loni;- they are goin:^

to I,e in a had way. One of our .\merican colony here,

Ilein'Miian, had a goodly store (if currency and had
I>'ii<<d it ;it the (Iisj)()sal of llie l.egation. t(» he used
in cashitm at face \aiue lra\<ler>' checks and other
.similar paper which hankers will not t(iuch now villi

a pair of ton-s. Shalcr has taken charge of tlia <-iid

of the husine-.> and has all the ( usIoukms he can handle.
Ileineiiiaii will have to i)id< hi-, time lo -et any money
hack on all hi-, e(,lle<lioM of j)aper. ainl jiis eontrihn-
tion h.i> m(,iiit a lot to ]»eople who v.\\\ uever know
W ho helped I hem.

There was a meeliuL,' of the dlj.li.malic corps last,

Jii;;lil to di-cuss the (jucstion of mi.\ iiiLC \> i!h Ihe ( "ourt

lo Antwerp in .eil.iin e\(iiluahl ie^. Il i> not e\|)relcd

ih.il the (ii.vernnieiil will move unless and lui'il Ihe

(erm.ins ••el Ihroui'li F.ie-e and close enough to





:i

Mr Itraiid W hill.M-k. AiiicTi<iiii .Miiii.>|,r I.. Il.a^iim



A JOURNAL FROM OUR LEGATION IN BELGIUM 33

threaten Louvaiii, which is only a few miles out of

Brussels. There was no unanimous decision on the

subject, Ijut if the Court gcx's, the ^Minister and I will

probably !ake turns going up, so as \o keep in com-
munication w'dh the Government. There is not much
we can accomplish there, and we have so nnich to do
here that it will be Iiard for either of us to get away.

It appeals U) some of the colleagues to take refuge

with a Court in distress, but I can sec little attraction

in the idea of settling down inside the line of forts and
waiting for them to be pounded with heaxy artillery.

Liege seems to be holding out still. The Belijians

have astonished cvcryliody. themselves included. It

was generally believed ev<Mi here that the most they

could do was to make a futile resistance and get

slaughtered in a foojliardy attempt to defend their

territory against imasion. Tli(\v have, however, held

otf a ])owerful Cerman attack for three or four days.

It is altogether marvelous. All paju'rii hive the head
lin(>s: "I.cs forts ticinirnt tDiijoiirs.''

In the course of the afternoon we arranged definitely

that at three o'clock this morning there should be

amj)le train acconmiodations ready at the (lare du
Xord to get our (Jermaiis out of the country. Nasmilh
and I are to g(» down and observe* the entl:<' jjrix'eed-

ings, so that we can give an auiliorital ive report after-

ward.

There is a Cicrman-American 'irl married to a

(^lerm.Mi who lives across the street frou) inc. I sent

her wor<l lo-day that she and her husband and little

boy hail licllcr :;el away while there was a way open.

I-ast exciiim,' while We were at dinner at the Le<'atioii
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llio three of llieni arrived in a panie. Tlu^y had heard

that lliere was a nioh of leu thousand peoi)le about

the German Coiisuhite about to ])reak in and kill every

(iernian in the plaee. Of course they could not be

persuaded to go near the Consulate or any of theotlier

refuges. They wantcnl to settle down and stay at the

Lc>gation. As the ^linisler was on his way out to the

meeting of the corps, the woman waylaid him, had got

down on her knees and kissed his hand and groveled

and had hysterics. He called for me and we got them
([uieled down. I finally agreed to go down to the

Consulate and take a look so as to reassure them.

When I got there I found that the streets had been

barred olf by the militaiy for two blocks in every

(lirection, and that there was only ;i small crowd

gallicred to see what might happen. About as hostile

as a lot of children. I got through the line of troops

an<l in front t)f the Consulate found si'veral hundreds

of the refugees who had be<'n brought out to be

nuirched to the Circ|ue Royale. where they could be

more cc-mfortably hxlged until it was time to start

for the train. They were surrounded by j)laeid Cardes

(^ivi(|ues and wen^ all frightened to death. They had

had notliiug to <|o for days but talk over th«' terribk*

fate that awail(>d them if the bloodthirsty population

of Brussels c\<t got at them; the stories had grown

so that tlie crowd had hypnotised itself and was ready

to credit any yarn. The authorities showed the greatest

consideration 11h\v <'Ould under their orders. They
got the crowd start<Hl and soon had theiii slowed away
inside the Cirijuc Iloyalc. .in indoor circus near lh(^

C(»n->ulate. Once they got inside, a lot of them gave
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way to their feelings and began to weep and wail in

a way that bade fair to set off tlie entire erowd. One

of the officers came ont to where I was and begged nie

to come in and try my hand at quieting them. I

climbed up on a trunk and delivered an eloquent

address to the effect that nobodv had anv designs on

them; that the whole interest of the Belgian Govern-

ment lay in getting them safely across the frontier;

called their attention to the way the Garde Civitjue

was working to make them coniforlable and to reassure

them, promised that I would go with them to the

station, put them on their trains, and see them safely

oil' for the frontier. That particular cnnvd cheered Tip

somewhat, but I could not get n(\'ir enough to be heard

by the entire outfit at one lime, so one of the oflicers

dragged nie around from one part of the building to

another until I had harangued the entire crowd on

the instalment plan. They all knew that we were

charged with their interests, and there was nearly

a riot when I wanted to leave. They expected me to

stay right there until they were taken away.

I came back to the Legation and fold my people

that the way was ch^ar and that they had nothing to

worry about. ^Irs. ^Vhillock and ^liss Larner had

taken the family in hand, were petting the baby boy,

and had them all cheered uj) to a sensible state of

mind. T got them into the motor and \t uisked them

down to the liiK > IIimI w<'re dr.iwu about the block.

Here we were stopped and, sooucm- than \md(Ttake

a joint debate with the sentry, I was for descending

and going the rest of the way on foot. \\Tu'n a few

of the idly curious gathered about \\\r c;ir, the woman
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nearly had a fit and scrambled back itito the car

almost in spasms. Of course the scene drew some
more p<'ople and we soon had a considerable crowd.

T gathered up the boy—who was a beauty and not

at all afraid—and took him out of the car. There was
in the front rank an enormous Belgian with a fiercely

bristling beard. lie look(>d like a sane sort, so I said

to him: "Expliquez a res rjciis que roiis u'etcs pas ties

ogrea pour eroqner les oijaufs-." He growled out af-

fably: "Mai.s mm, on )ie maiKje pas le.s etijanls, ni

Icurs meres,"' and gathered up the baby and passed

him about for the others to look at. My ])assenger.s

then decided that they were not in such mortal danger
and consented to get out. An otlicer I kn(nv came
along and offered to escort them inside. On (he way
in I ran into Madame Carton de Wiarl, wife of the

Minister of Justice, who was there to do what she could

to make things run sm(K)thly. Sh(> is rabid about the

Germans, but is not for taking it out on these h(>lj)less

people. And that seems to be I he si)irit of everybody,

although it would be ciuite understandable if they
showed these people some of their resentment. The
Gardes were bestirring themselves to look after their

charges. Some of them had contributed their pocket
money and had bought chocohite and milk for the

children and mineral waters and other odds and ends
for lliose that needed them. And some of llieni arc

not very sure as to how long they will have pocket
money for theniMJves. Aside from the fright and IIk;

lu'al and the noise of Ihal crowd in the ('irf|ue it was
all pretty depressiiiir. During the ni-ht on<> old man
died —probably from fright and shock—and a child
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was born. It was altogether a night of horror tliat

could perfectly well have been avoided if people had
only been able to keep calm and stay at home until

time for the train to leave.

Having settled my charges and taken a look round,
I went back to the Legation and got off some telegrams
and talked with Bell over the tele])hone. He had
a lot of news that we had not received and many
errands to be done for people who had friends and
relatives here.

A little after midnight friend Nasmith came along
and we set out together for our rounds. W(> first took
a look at one or two places and then went to my
diggings for a sandwich and such rest as we could get

before time to start on our round-up. Soon after

midnight, Fortescue came rolling up in a cab looking
for a i)lace to lay his head. He had just come in from
Liege, where he had had a close view of yesterday
morning's heavy figliting. He said the Cermans were
pouring men in between the forts in solid formation,

and Ihat these sheej) were being mown down by the
Belgians heavily intrenched between the forts. Tiie

Gernnuis are apparently delermin(>d to get some of

their men through between the forts and are willing

1<> pay (he price, whatever it may be. To-day we
hear thai the Cu-rmans have asked for an armistice

of twenty-four hours to bury their dead.

After we had hung upon his words as long as he
<'()uld keep going, Nasmilh and I got under way to

look after our exodus. The (ianie was keeping order
al all plaC(N where there were refugees, and I was easy
in my mind al)ouf that; my oidy worry was as lo what
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niii^ht liiippcn when we got our people out into the
streets. Promptly' at three o'clock we hegau to marcji
them out of the Cirque. The hour was carefully chosen
as the one when tliere were the least possible people in

the streets; the evening crowds would have gone home
and the c^arly market crowd would hardly have arrived.

A heavy guard was llirown around (he people as they
came out of the building and they were marched
(luickly and (juietly down back streets to the Gare du
Nord. I never saw such a body of peoj)le handled so
quickly and yet without confusion. In the station

four trains were drawn uj) side by side; as the stream
of people liegan pouring into the station, it wns directed
to the first platform and the train was filled in a few
minutes. At just the right moment the stream was
deflected .a the next platform, and so on until all four
trains were filled. After starting the crowd into the
station and seeing that there was going to be no trouble,

I set off with an officer of the Garde Civique to see
about other parties coming from some of the convents.
They had not waited for us. but were already moving,
so that when wc got back to the station they tacked
onto the end of the first party and kept the stream
fiowijig.

As fast as tlie trains were filled, the signal was given
and they pulled out silently I stood behind some of
the (iarde Civiijue and watched the crowd pour in.

The Gardes did not know who 1 was aside from the
fad that my i)resence seemed lo be countenanced by
lluir officers, and so I overheard what they had to
say. They were a decent lot and kept saying: Mais
c'l'b-t inallicurcux tout ck memc! Regardez done ces



A JOURNAL FROM OUR LEGATION IN B ELGIl M 30

paurres gem. Ce n'e.st pns dc Icur Jnntc. and a lot more
of that sort of thing.

It takes a pretty fine spirit to he ahh' to treat the

enemy that way. A lot of people in tlu^ passing crowd
spotted me and stopped to .say good-hy<' or called out
as they went by. It was pathetic to see how grateful

they were for the least kind word. I wvxqt saw such
a pitiful crowd in my life atul hope I never may
again. They hurried along, looking furtively to right

and left with the look of a rat ;hat is in fear of his life.

I have seldom pitied peoph- more, for that sort of fear

nuist he the most frightful there is—simple fear of

physical violence.

It was remarkable to see the difTerent classes of

people who were there. The :Manager of a bank
of Brussels had abandoiuxl everything he owned and
joined the crowd. There were sev<'ral financiers of

standing who felt obliged to flee witJi their families.

And there were lots of servants who had lived here for

years and were really Belgian in everything but birth.

Just before the last train left some closed wagons came
from the prisons to bring a lot of r.(M-mans an<l wish
them back on their own counlrv in tliis wav.
And there "as not an incident. Ilen^ and there

a prowling cab driver hooted, bu' there v is not a stone
thrown or any other violence. Before the last of the
l)rocession got into the station, it was n(>arly six

o'clock and broad daylight. We moved up the plat-
form with ^fajor Dandoy and watched tiie last train

leave. The Abbe Upmans w;, ; there through it all,

working like a trump, bucking the jx-ople up; he
did not stop until the last train pulled out into the



40 A JOURNAL FROM OUR LEGATION IN 15EI.(;iI

M

fnvsli .summer morning, and tlicn ho stayed aboard
after the train was in motion lo sliake hands with
Ji httle handful of downhearted pi ()j))e. He shook
liimself and lieaved a sigli of rehef—remarking quietly

that liis duty liad required him to go ihronyh all this

and look after his eharges while tli<y were in trouhJe

—

hut tliat now he might have tlu- satisfaction of I)cing

a Belgian. I too heaved a sigli of relief, hut i! uas
because the mol) was safely oif and I nei.'d not worry
about street fighting.

Dandoy had not h;id any sleep for nearly sixty
hours, and tho'igh ^s'lsmitli and f were pretty tired

ourselves, we thought the least ue eould do was lo

take him home. His family is in Liege and he has not
been able to get any word fi-oju tlu'm. I offered to

try a telephone message to the Consu' a' Liege, but
have had no luck with it. Xone the l-ss, Dandoy has
been most gr;!teful.

Before we left the station tliev began briniriu"' in

the wounded and prisoners. INIost wf the wounded
I saw were not badly hurt, and were plucky and eon-
fitl"nt. ^losl of tl"Mn were srpi)C)rt(>d or led by Boy
Scouts who have taken off the juilitary the full l)urdeu

of messenger work and a lot of oIIkt jol)s. They are
being of real value, as they eari do lots of useful things
and thei-(<l)y reliase grown men for servic(> at the front.

^^'llen I got back to the Hue St. Bonifaei.—after
stopping at the Legation to see what had come in

—

I had just tinu" t(/ throw myself down foi' a tweiity-

minuie rest befc-e the siav(> came in with my coffee.

And then with no time for a tub, I had to hurry l)aok

and get into the iiarness. And none too soon, for the



A JOIRNAL ]• RO^r OUR LEGATION IX BELC.IT ^[ 41

work l)t.;j,aii lo pc.iir i„ and I li;i vc hvvn kq>t on the
jump ;ill (lay. If all ^ocs well I liojH' lo get to bed
some time after midnight i()-nl;;li{. That means about
three liours skvp and liard going during tlie past
lorly-eigiit liours.

This morning the various American committees
came to the Legation to report on the measures they
have taken for tlie i)rotection of th(^ colony in case of

danger. I have b(>en ha'ided the p" asant task of

riiief of StalF. -.villi full authority to settle all matters
affecting the protection of Americans in case liostilities

reach this part of the country, as seems may well be
the case before many days. In harmony with my well-

known policy of passing the buck—more {)oIitely known
as executive ability—[ impressed Major Boyer of the
Army, who is here for the time. He ha.> set up an
office at tlie lieachiuarlers of the comnultee and makes
it his l)usiness to keep me fully posted as to wliaL is

going on there. First I started him out to look at
the various houses thai Itave bei-ti an«der discussion
by the committee, so that he could decide as to their

relative accessibility and general strategic advantages.
He did this and made all sorts of aiTang(>ment.s tending
to co-ordinate th(> work of the various sub-commit' ees
along the lines of the plan we drew ip. It will be
a great tiling to have somebody who will act as buffer
for all the detail and n>lieve me of just that much.

flernians who for one i-eason or anotJier had not got
away on our I rain kept turning uj) all day, and we
kept sending them along to the Consulate.' Late this

afternoon the hard-wo.king Xa-^mith can,., in to say
that then' were .ilrci.rK- <<^\-(>n )niii/l>-/>.I ,U' fl.. —

J
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there. We shall have to liavc anotlicr special tram
for (lay after to-niorrow nioriiini.% and hope to get most
of the remaining Germans out of harm's way by that

time.

The lielgians continue t(? l)e a surprise. At last

accounts they were still holding the forts at Liege.

The French ai)j)ear to have (vstahlished themselves

along tne Mcuse and to he ready for the attack when
it comes. "Where the British troops are, nobody here

seems to know—and, strange to say, they are not

advertising their wher(\'d)outs. Then' are pl(>nty of

jH'opU who ha\-c hail <'onri(len;iaI tips from their C(K>k's

brother, wiio lives in the country and lias seen them
with his own eyes. .Vceording to su'>ii stories th<"y are

all landed at ()s((Mid and are bcMug hurried across the

couTilry through Malim ,. Anotlicr story is that they
have been ship{)ed through to Liege in <'l()scd freight

cars to outwi' (lerman spies, and that thi-y are now in

the thick of it. According to still anolher of these

confidential fellows, they h^ivc been shipped Ihrough

Brussels itself in the niyht and we were unaware when
they passed under our very \ indows. Vou can cliooso

any story you likcandgel an audience with it tiu ^eda\s.

To-day's niouth-to-moulli news is that liie l-reiHli

have fought a big bailie near St. Ilulierl and rei)ulscd

the (lermans villi heavy losses. This has about as

nuich confirmation as the reports as to the whereabouts
of the British army.

To-day trains h;t.c been eomiiig in all day with
woimdrd from Liege, ,\iu\ the lot -Belgian and (ler-

man—are being cared for by the Bed Cross. Tlu-

Palace has been turned inio • luxpital. and the Qiie<-ii
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li;is lakcii over llie suixTvisioii of it. Xearlv evcrv hh'
hold 111 town Jias turm-d its dining-room into a ward,
and guests are required to have their meals in tlieir

rooms. Some of tiie hig department stunvs liave eomc
up finely in outfitting hospitals and workrooms, elear-

ing out their stoeks, and kitting profits go hang for

lh(> time l)eiiig. The International Harvester Company
(leared its ofi^oes here and instalk'd twenty-five
beds—informing the Ited Cross that it would take eare
of I lie running expenses as long as the war lasts. The
hosi)ital faeililies hav<' grown far faster than the
wounded have eome in, and there is an element of

liumour in the rush of eager women wlio go to liie

st ition and almost fi: I for the wounded as they are
hnjught oir the trains.

I impressed the servie(\s of several jm>oj>1c to help
out to-day. hul flie most valuable are two eraek
slenographers who have l)eeti lurn«d over to us hy
business firms here. Uy dint of hd)Ouring with them
all morning and aflernoou and seeing as few people as
possible, 1 have m;...,.ged to clean up my desk, so that
I can g(» to bed with a <lear n,nM-ience lo-nighl when
I ha\e got through my call to London.

/)V//.v.s77.v, JiKjiisI S. /.''/;. -To-day our new organisa-
tion i> working like doekwork. In Cruger's ft)rmerly
calm ehaiicery there n five ly|)<wril<is pounding
aw.iy, and at the e('i,.,iiit tee room> there are swaiins
of pi'ople working to lake eare of ..,hl.s iuid cikJs.

Monsieur i\v I<e\al has a tab!.- at one side of uiy
room, and the eoiiimittee relie\cs us of the jx-ople

w!io want information and those who want to talk.
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SioiJaij, Auijiist !ltli.--\ -ot this far wlieii tlic of
fell in last niglil. Duriiij;- llic afU'riiooii ycslcrday I

got out to attend to a few odds and ends of errands —
and, as always li;ii)i)rns wlicn I i;o out, tliiu-s hv^nn
to happen. I came Lack t.> find tli(> Miiiislcr and
de Leval wrestling willi a l>iii <>mi'.

A curious lele-rain had .-onie from Tiic Hague,
quoting the text ni" a message which the Cu-rnian
Covcri-menl (hvsired u< to jjn^cnl to the Belgian
riovernnuiit. IlciV it is in Iniu.-lation, a truly Clcrniaii

message:

TIio fortress of Jav<xv lias Iiccn lakvii l)y assault after a l)rave
<lcfcii><>. Tlic (icrnian ( iDVcrtmiciil iiio-.t (i(c|)ly rr;;n'l that
Muoiiy ciicoimtcrs should have rrsulliMl rrnia Ihc altituilc of llu>

JJt'ljiiau (iovciiuurut toward (liruiauy. drriuaiiy is not couiini,'

as an cMcMiy into IJi'li/iuru; it is only throii;:h the fon-r of cinnin-
Staiiccs that she lias hid. owiui,' to the inilitaiy lucasurcs of

France, to take the ^lave deeisiou of euiciinii- l?i luiuiu 'id

ixiiipyiiij; l.i.p' as a hase for her further uiilitiiry ojKTal i.iis.

iNow that th<> |{el-ian army has uiihiid the honour oi' its anus
ny its heroir resistance to a \ery superior tone, tiie (ierniaii

(iovernment Iwu' the Kin;,' of IIk' ]5.lu'iaiis and the iJelyian <;o\,rn-
inent to si)an' 15el;rinni further horrors of war. The (ierinan

(Jovernnieiit a'<- ready for any co!n|>a( I with I?, !-iuni \\\]'u\\ can
be reconciled with tiieir eonlhits willi I'raiiee. ( icnnauy once
more K'v<'s her solemn assurautr tli.,1 il is i„i| hrr intention to

ni)i)roi)riate Hel^'ian territory to h.r.,|f an<l liiat sudi .in intention
IS far from her thoii),-iits. (lermany is ,tii| re.idy to evaeualc
UelKiuiu as s.Hin as the st.itr ^f war will all.iw her to do so.

Of course \\c were loalh lo prcscnl .niyljiing of Ihe
.sort, l)ul Ihe thing had lo he handled carefully. .Vfler

.some pow wowing T went o\-er to the I'ok i-u Ollice

with Ihe message and saw I?aron van der V.\>\ . I lold

liim seriously Ihal we had rccei\(>d a very nMiiarkahle
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irl(\i,n-;ini wliich piirijorled lo coulain a niossago from
the ruTiuaii riovrniiiu'iii ; tlial it hore no marks of

aulluMitirity, and tliaf wo were not sure as to its source;
l)ul that we felt that \v(> slionkl Ik- lacking in frankness
if we (lid not show him what we had received. lie

seiz(><l the message and hnkI ii tlirongh, liis amazement
and angiM- growing with each line. When he had
finishe 1, he gasped for a minute or two and then led

me into the next room to the Minister for F(;reign

Atfairs, ^r. Davignon, to whom he translated the
telegram aloud. When they had f>iii>hed discussing
the mess;igc ;,nd I jiid a pretty clear i(K>a as to the
lieli^ian attitude toward the projuisal—not that I had
had any n'al doulit I asked him: "If the .\n)erican

Mimster had delivered this message what would have
heeii its reception?" Without an instant'.- hesitation,

M. Davignon n-pli(-d: "We should have resent(>d hi.s

action and should have declined lo receive the com-
nnmication."

That was all T wanted to know and T was ready to

go Iiack to tJie Legation.

I took Maron van <ler Kl>t home in the car and had
the pleasure of seeing him explain who he was to
several (iardt-s ( i\i(|iies. who held up the car from time
'<> liiiie. lie was very good-natured ahoul it, and
only resented the inti'rru])t ions to what he was trying
to say. liis son is in the army and li(« has no news of

him. .\s he got out of the ear he reniarkc(! that if it

were not so liorriMe. the mere intiTcst of events would
he enough lo make these days wondert'id.

When I got hack to the Legatiori and n'i)orted the
result of my visit we went lo work and framed a tele-
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gram to Wasliington, giving the te\f of the Coriiian

message, exi)laining that we had nothing to prove its

autlienlicity and adding tl)al we liad reason to beheve

that the Bilgian Ciovernnient would not aces'pt it. The
same m(>ssage was sent to Tlie IIagn<\ This pleasant

exercise with the code kept us going until four in the

morning. Eugene, the wonder ehauffeur, liad no orders,

hut eurlrd up on the front seat of his car and waited

to take ine home. lie was also on hand when I got

up a couple of hours later, to take me hack to the

Legation, ("haulfeurs like that are worth having.

When I came in this morning the place was {)aeked

witji Germans. Some cheerful idiot had inse ted a

notice in the papers that all Cernuins were to he run

out of the countrv, and that Ihev should immediatelv

apply to the American Legation. As the flood poured

in. Leva] got on tlie tel(>phont to the Surete Puhlique

and found out the true fads. Then we posted a

notice in the hall. But lliat was not enough. .\s is

always the case with humans, they all knew better

than to pay any alt, nlion to what the notice said and
^ach one of the himdred or more callers had some
reason to insist on iMJking it over with somehodv.

When fliey once got hold of one of us, it was next to

impossil'lf to gel away wilhoiil listening to the whole

story of iheir li\> -. All they had lo do was to <^o down
to the (ierman Consulate-Cicneral, where we had p'^ople

waiting to tell them :dl th.ere was to know. It was hard

lo make them realise tli.it liy takiiig up all our time in

this way, they were preventing us from doing things

that were really i!eees-.;iry to servi* them in more

imi)ortaul nuiltt rs. I said as nmch to several of them.
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who wore unusually long-winded, l)ut every last one
replied iluit HIS case was different and that he must
be heard out at length.

Our refugee train left this morning and took ei.-ht

hundred more of tlie i)oor peojjle. Where they all

turn up from, I don't know, hut each day brings us
a fresh and unexin-eted batch. :Many of the cases
are very sad, but if we stop to give symi)athy in every
deserving case, we should never get anything practical
done for tlieni.

To-day's hud^.l of news is that the French have
got to Mulhouse and have inflicted a decisive defeat
iil)on the (iernians. According to reports, the Alsatians
went mad when the French troops crossed the frontier
for the first time in forty-four years. They tore up
and burned I lie frontier posts and generally gave way
to transports of jo^^. I would have given a lot to see
the crowds in Paris.

A letter came yesterday from Omer, the legation
footman, who is at Tirleniont with the artillery. He
said he had not yet b(>en hi!, although h*^ had heard
the bullets unc(mifortai)ly near. He wound up by
saying that he had bcoitcuup dc cuurayc and I beheve
him.

It seems tliat some of the German troops did not
know what they were attacking and thought they
were in Fraiuv. When l.roughl here as {jrisoners,

some of th.-m exprcxsed surprise to find that Paris
was so small. They se«'m to ha\e thought that they
were in I'niiice and the goal not far away.

Tiie King to-day reeeiv<><l through other channel.9
the message from the Emperor of (Jermany in regard
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to peace, which we dechned to traiusniil. I liave not

seen its text, but liear it is j)ractically identical witli

tlie inessaye sent us, asking the King to name liis

conditions for llie evacuation of Liege and the abandon-

ment <^)f his nlHes, so tliat (lerniauy may be entirely

free of Belgian opposition in her furflier operations

against France. I hav(» heard among Belgians only

the most indignant comments on the proposal and

look forward with interest to seeding the answer of the

King, which sho'.ld appear to-morrow.*

The town is most warlike in appearance. There

is hardly a house in the town that does not display

a large Belgian flag. It looks as though it were be-

decked for a fiesta. Here and lliere are French and

British flags, but practically no others. Fvery motor

in town flies a flag or (lags at the bow. We fly our

own. ])ut none Ijie less, the sentries, who are stationed

at all the corners dividing the chief (juarters of the

town and befon^ all the ^Ministries and other public

buildings, stop us and demand the papers of the

v-hauH'cur and each passenger in the car. We have

passports and all sorts of other papers, but that was

not enough, and we finally had to be furnished by

* Tlic Bolj^iaii reply, wliiili was sent on Anpn^l l'-2tli through

tlic .Ni'tliorliuids Miiiistir for I'orcigi! AtTair--. is a I'dIIows:

Tlic proposal made to \is In- tlic (Icrmaii (ioNcniini'iil rcjx'ats

tlu' pro[)osal wliicli was formulated in tlie iiltiiiiahiiM ;)f Aiij^tust

'.'iid. Faillifiil to \\CT iiilcnialioiial olilif,'atioiis. Ik'lgiimi <'aii only

rcitcr.ili" luT reply |i< lliat ultim;itiiiii, llie ition' so as siiK'e ,\ii^;iist

iJrd, tier neiilralily lias lieeri \i()laf(ML a distressiii)^ war lias liee.i

wa^,'e(l on licr ternlo.y, and the >;iiaraiitors of Iht neutrality liavo

responded h)yally and without delay to her appeal.
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the Ministry for Foreign Affairs with a special laisser-

passer. This aftern(K)n I slipped out for a breath of

air and was held up and told that eveii that was no
good until I had had it vised by the niilitaiy authori-

ties. It is said that these strict nieasur are the re-

sult of the discovery of a tremendous spy system
here. According to the storie- which are told, but
of which we have little confirmation, spies arc being
picked up all the time in the strangest disguises.

The gossip and "inside news" that is imparted to
us is screamingly fimny—some of it.

Yesterday, according to one of these yarns, four
nuns arriving at the Gare du Midi were followed for

some time and finally arrested. AMien searched, the\'

proved to be young German officers who had adopted
that dress in order t conceal carrier pigeons which
they were about to deliver in Brussc !s. Wireless outfits

are said to have been discovered in several liouses

belonging to Germans. I cannot remember all the
yarns that are going altout, but even if a part of thei

are true, it should make interesting work for those

who are looking for the spies. The regular arrests

of proven spies have been numerous enougJi to turn
every Belgian into an amateur spy-catdier. Yesterdaj^

afternoon Burgomaster Max was chased for several

blocks because Mjniebody rais(>(l a cry of "Kftpion" bas^d
on nothing more than his blond beard and chubby
face. I am just ua glad not to be fat and blond these

days.

Yesterday afternoon a Garde Civique came in with
the announceHK^nt that tlie ehanc.>llor and clerks of

tlie German Lt>gation, who were locked uj) iJiere, were
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in dire distress; liiaL a baby had been born tlie day
before to the wife of the eoiicierge, and that all sorts

of troubles had come upon tliem. Leval, who had
announced that his heart was infinitely hardened
against all dernians, was almost overcome by the
news of a suffering baby and ran like a lanii)-ligliter

to get around there and help out. \Vhen we arrived,

however, we found them all beaming and happy. The
baby had been born some days before and the mother
was uj) and about before the Legation had been closed.

Their meals are sent in from a neighbouring reshiurant,

and they are perfectly contenl(Hl to l)ide their time
as they are. They had orders from Berlin not to leave

the Legation, so it made littK> dilference to them
whether they were blockaded by the Belgian authorities

or not. 1 shall drop in every' day or two and see

whether there is anything I can do to lighten their

gloom. Of course their telephone was cut off and they
are not allowed to receive mail or papers, so they
lire consumed with curiosity about developments. It

was, of course, necessary to refuse to answer their

questions about what was going on and to make
assurance doubly sure, I had the Garde Civique stand
by me while I talked with them.

As things shape up now it looks as though we were
the onb lif(>-sized countrj' that could keep neutral

for long, ;ind as a consequence all tlie representatives

of the countries in conflict are keeping us pretty well

posted in the belief that they may have to turn their

interests over to us. We sii:iil ppoi^ably soon have to

a(kl Austrian interests to the (Jerman burde s we now
have. If tliere is a Geruian advance, some of the
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Allied ministers will no doubt turn their legations over

to us. The consequence is that we may see more of

the inside of things than anybody else. Now, al least,

we are everybody's friends. This is undoubtedly the

most interesting post in Europe for the time being,

and I would not be anywhere else for the wealth of the

Indies.

Brusscl'i, Aug. 10, 191.',.—^Thc Belgian Govern-

ment has finally got out a proclamation, urging Ger-

man subjects to leave the countrj', but stating that

in the event of a general order of expulsion, certain

classes of people will be allowed to remain, such as,

very old persons, the sick, governesses, nurses, etc.,

and even others for whom Belgians of undoubted

reputation are willing to vouch. There are quanti-

ties of Germans who have lived here all their lives,

who are really more Belgian than German, have

no interest in the present conflict and are threat en(>fl

with financial ruin if they leave their interests here,

and it is pretty hard on them if they are to be obliged

to get out, but they are only a few of the many, many
thousands who are suffering iiidireclly from the effects

of the war. It is not any easier for the manufacturers

in the neighbourhood of Liege, who will see the work

of many years wiped out by the present hostilities.

Some inspired idiot inserted in the papers yoterday

the news that the Legation was attending to the

repatriation of German subjects and the consequence

is that our hallways have been jammed with Germans

all day, making uncouth noises and trying to argue

with us as to whether or not we are in charsre of Ger-
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man inltTcsts. Tlic mere fact that we deny it is not
enough for tlie I suppose that the liafhvays will

continue to sound like a celebration of Kaisersgeburts-
tag until we have sent off the last of them.
This morning a large, badly frightened darkey came

in looking for a passport. lie awaited his turn very
quietly, and grew visibly more and more apprehensive
at the long series of questions asked of the people
ahead of him. When he moved up to tlie desk, the
first question was:

"Where do you want to go.'"

"Jes as fur as the statiire of Libbuty."
"Are you an American citizen.'"

"Me.» Lawd bless yuli! No, I ain't nuthin' but a
plain ole Baltimoh coon."

Then they gave him the usual blank to fill out.
One of the questions on it was:
"Why do you desire to return to the United States.'"
Without any hesitation he wrote:

"I am very much interested in my home at the
present time."

Evcr\'body here is intensely curious as to what has
become of the British army; the most generally
accepted story is that troops have been landed at
Calais, Dunkirk and Ostend, but although this is

generally believed, there seems to be absolutely no
official confirmatioix of it. Everyone seems to take it

for granted that the British will turn up in good form
when the right time comes, and that when they do
turn up. it will have a g(X)d etfect. If they can get to
the scene of hostilities without everybody knowing
about it, it increases by just so much their chances
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of success and niiyoiic llial knows aiiyUiiii-- at all is

keeping niuni and hopint^' |l,at no Bcilisli soldier will

stnnihle over a <-!iair and make a noise and give away
the line of march.

Our letters from London indieat(> inlense satisfaction
with the ai)poinlnienl of Kitchener and confidence
that lie will gel a ni;;\innim of >erviee out of the forces
at liis conmiaud.

'We have lieen l(K)kin<r from one moment io another
for news of a hig naval en-agemeitt, hut .suppose the
]{r!tish Xavy is soniewlare wailmg for a chance to
strike,

rolon(>l rairholnie. liic Brhi^h Military Aflaeiie,
has made a immher of tri{)s 1;. the frcn; and repcvls
that tJie morale of tlie 15elgi.ii ,rof)i-, i., excelleni, that
the organisation is moving lik< ductwork, ae.d. as he
exi)r(>sses it. tJial "<'V(Ty man !ia> his ta'l uj)."

This (>venin- I went over to tlie Uriti.di Legation
to see the Colonel, and 'earn whatever news he had
that he could gi .e me. There was a gn>al scur-
rying of ser^•ants and ti.e j)or!(-r was iK.t to !)(> found
in l!ie eliancery. The dv)or lo (iranl-Wal ,on's room
was ajar, so T Taj)ped. and, en hcing bade in a
gruff voice !o "(\)me in," walked into the presence
of a British officer in field uniform, writing at Wehi^er's
desk. lie was dusty ;;nd unsiiaven, a.).l had •vidently
come in from a long ride. T i)'-()iiiplly hacked oiit

witli apologies and was hustled out of the place hy
Kidston. who rame running out from the ]\Lnister\s

office. I asked hi:ii ii the rest of the army was hidden
aI)out tlie chancery, and his only reply was to t;>ll me
t») I'll!' idonir and finf! llsc iiaw \v!>.i."!! l-..-".- !!-.;.:-. 1..
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li:i(l nol hceii able to locale. They evidently have all

they need to know about tlie whereabouts of the army,

but liave succeeded in keei)iuj^ it dark.

C. M. came over to the Legation this afternoon to

^(>l some books for her mother. We fixed her up and

put her in her car, when she announced th;;l on the

way over she had been arrested and taken to the

police station as a (lern.ian. People are ])ointing out

spies on \\\v street, and anybody that is blond an<i rosy-

cheeked stands a fine show of biMug arresl(Ml every time

he goes out. She had impressed this car with a sus-

pected mind)er and paid for it by being made into

a jail bird.

^iy day's work began with a visit to the (jernuni

Legation. The Govcnnient asked me to secure and

return the number for the automobile of von Stumm,
thedernian Counselor I had his machine put in the

Legation the day after he left, although he had offered

il ti) me. ! prcM-nled myself at the door of the Lega-

'ii)U witli till' ni)te froui the j'^or* ign Odiee, asking for

tlie numl)er, but was refused admittance l)y the (iardivs

CivitiiH's. Tlicy were very nice, but staled that they

had the strict est ortlers nol to let anybody come in

or out, and that they had nol discretionary {)owers.

.\f a visit at the I'oreign Ollice later in tlie day, I told

oi' my cxiu'riencr and ask«"<I that I be furnished by

tiie mililiiry authorities vvitli a hilssir-jxissir v liich

Would eiialile me to enter the I/Cgaliou wl.< ik \er I so

dcsin'. Tills jiftciiioon I reeei\ed a formidable docu-

nii'iil Iroie thr Military (Jovernor wliicli !;i\(s iii<> free

passage so far ;;s | cun mak< out to tntrr Ihe

lii'gation in any way sa\f by l(lei)lione or telegraph.
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(1 lo-morrow and rub il in on 10
I sha

Gardes Civiqucs.

Tlie question of passes lias becMi clianged and nia(ie

more striet each day, and has g(jt fo he a sort of joke.

I first used my eanh that was declanMl insufheient

ahiiost from tlie first. Then I tried my pcrinis dc
rirnilafion, whieli was issued to allow me to <.':e( into

the railway stations without payini;. That was good
for a day or so. Then I tried my passport (as a hear(>r

of despatches), and that got me through once or
twifv. Then the Minister for F reign Affairs gave me
his j)ersonal card willi a la issr^--passer in his own lii'iid,

l)uf that was soon turned down on tli(> ground iJiat

llx- nn"litar\ authorities are in control and the civil

aulhoritie- cannot grant passes. Finally lli(> (iovcru-

nienl has got out a special form of lai.ss(r-pass( r for

the diplomats, and il may prove to he good—although
il is not sign.'.l hy I he military authorities. I ha.ve

takf'n the precaution of keej.ing all the afon'mentioiuHl

• loctimcnls and some others on my p«T><>n, and am
curious to see how soon I shall have lo hav(> sonu
other. The (iarde ('i\iqiie is no longer couteut with
iiolding up the car every few liloeks and examiuiiig
the pinr ({'(!< nl:l(' of tlie ehantfeur; they nuisl now l>e

satisfied as t(> llie houa fides of eacii passenger. Doing
some errands ;ir(»und town this ;iflernoon I was h(>Id

up aTid looked over eleven times. I now pull out all

the document', I own and h;iiid out IIk- l.iinch e;ieh

time I ;im stopped. The (iarde Ihen, in nio^t cases,

treats th<' ni;ittcr rather huniorou ly, and the next
lime I pa^s lets me go on uilhout :;oing through the
w!iole jM-rformance again. In front of the (Mitn.ni
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Lff^alloii, howevor, which we nearly always pass on
our way to or from town, we are invaria!)ly lield up
and looked into seriously. I know most of the j)eoi)le

on the ditiVrent shifts hy this time and wish them w(^ll

each time tliey look at the w<'ll-rem(>i!ii)ere(l pap-'rs.

I shall keep the credentials and any others that may
eventually he added to them, and jierhaps some day
I shall be uhle to paper a room with them.

In the course of the morninif tliere w(>re several

matters of interest which made it n(>cessary for me to

go to the Foreign Office. .Vll their messen<,'ers are now
gone, and in their jjlace there is a stjuad of IJoy Scouts
on duty. I had a long conference with van der Elst,

the Director-CieniM-al of the Ministry. In tlie com-se
of uur pow-wow it was necessary to send out coni-

municalion> t»» various people and (lesj)a(ch instructions

hi regard to several Miiall matters. Kaeh time van der
Elst would ring, for what he calls a "scoots," and
liand him the mes>ag(> with sjxcific instructions as

to just how it should hr liaiidh d. The I)oy.s wer(>

right on their Iocs, ;ind t;.ke great pride in the re-

sponsihilify thai i> given thrm. Some of Iji.-m have
bicycles and do I'l:- ni'-sscn-^er work through th<' town.
Those who have noi , run errands in the dilferent

buildings aiui attend to small odd jol».

Th<> lied ("n>>> is \(>ry much in e\idence. T went
around to the hra(h|uartrr-> afirr my ca!! at the Koreign
Office, to nsakc little eoiit ribut ion of my own and
to Ie;ive oilier^ for m<'mli(r-> of our ollicial familv.

Thr h(>ad((uarlrrs is ;it Ih.- house of ('(mmiI J.-ati de
^I.rodr, the (iraiid Marshal of the (\.ii-|. Tli.' vn-
traufc ImII ua> lilN'd wilh little talile- wli.'re women
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sal n'Cfi\iii2 conlrihuli oii>, ol iii()ii(>v a nd supj)lie;

I had l(» wail soinc (inic hcforc I could "el near cn()ui:li

to one ol tlic dozfii or >u,n> tables, to hand in my
C'mlril)ut!(»n.s. Thi^ is I'k^ headciuarters, but there are
any ntanber of branch oflices, and Ihcy are said to be
ecju.tlly busy. The sociely has been (juile overcome
by I he way people have eonie forward wilh gifts, and
ll-

, i. ve bceu alnio>t unable lo ^ct enough people
logelher lo handl(> them as they come in. The big
cafes down-town lu-aily all jiave signs out, annonncing
that on a certain day or days they will give their entire
receipts to the I{cd ('ros> or to one of the several

funils gotten up to take care of those sull'ering direclly
or indirectly fi-oin tlu' war. Many of tl-.e small shops
have signs out of the same sort, announcing that the
t'utire receipts for all articl(> x.ld on a certain dav
will be handed lo otic of the fund-. They nnisl have
galla-red an cnonuou-. aiuoiini of nioiicy, .ind I don't
doubt Ihcy will need il. The uoiuidcd are beiu"
brough: in in greal nunil)cr> and many buildings are

(iuit(> tilled with them. In nearly every >lreet there
IS a l{ed Cross Hag or I wo, lo indicate a temporary
Jiospilal in a pri\ate house (,|- a lioCl or shop, ;ind

pcojtlc arc stationed in Ihc street to make jnolors

turn aside or >l,,u down. There arc almost no motors
on the street except thos,- .m ndicial business or Red
Cross work; and. because <.i' l|,e sma!! amounl (»f

tralhc, llicsc few -o like young c\ clones, keeping
tlieir sirens going all the lime. The ehauireurs i(,vc

il ;uid swell ;iround as niiicli .is tjiey arc allowed lo

do I pr.i >• wilh o,;is now .and Ihrn. bui «-\cn when
I go out lo the barb'cr. he -;-onJS lo beli«-vc that he
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is on liis way to a fire aiul cuts loose for all lie is

worth.

Quantities of derninn prisoners continue to oe

brouglit here for safe keeping, and many of them are

taken on down lo Bruges. Among those removed
then> for unusually safe keeping yesterday was a
nephew of the EuijuTor.

Judging from the .-tories printed in the London
Tiinry whieh arrived to-night, the Cernian Covern-
ment aroused great enthusiasm l»y playing up th-

caj)ture of Liege. The (lermans evidently were led

to believe tliey had gained a great victory; whereas
tJie forts, whieh are the only ohjc^et of the campaign,
are still intact. The city itself is undefended, and
then- is tio great military reason why the Belgians

should not a'low it to he taken. The Cernian troops

that had invoted tic town have not taken over the

admiui'-tiation, hui appear t(» he confining themselves
to re(iiiisitioniim [)rov;>ion> atid suppli(\s, of which tliey

are in iM'ed. The Berlin papers made a great hurrah
alioiit tlie caiilure of the citadel, nhieh is a purely
oriiauKMital old fort without military imp;)rtanee.

From what I hey tell me. I judge that you could hack
an Aiiieri( 111 army mule iij) against it and have him
kick it down wilhoii! the expense of homhardirig it.

It sounds well in the despatches, however.

Kiglit l'>eii(ii acrojilanes sailc<| over the city this

afternoon,
} rohalily coming from Xamur. One of the

ma-hine^ lai Ird on | he aviation field at the edge of

the city, and the aviator was nearl}' lorn to shreds

l)y admirers w1m> wanlrd t,, shake him hy the haixi

and I'oiniiii-e him ilial he was reallv welcome to



A JOURNAL FROM OCR LEGATION L\ BELGIUM 59

Brussels. It is said that s -me of these fellows are
going to lie in wait for the Zei)pelins which have been
sailing ov v B-ussels by night to terrify the population.
We licar tliat one of the Belgian army aviators did
atl x'k a Zeppelin ;;d put it out ol business, bringing
to earth md killing all the crew. He hin^sclf went to
certain death in the attempt.

The aft "moon pape-s say that in Paris the name
of the Rue de Berlin has been changed to Rue de
Lie„e. Here the Rue d'Allemagne has been changed
to Rue de Liege and the Rue de Prusse to Rue du
General Lenian. the defender of Liege. The lime
abounds in bciiux (jcstcs and they certainly have their
etiVct (Ml the situation.

Kitchener says that the war may last for some time.
At first it seemed to be taken for granted (hat it coulii

not last long, as the financial strain would be too great
and th.- danuige done so enormous that one side or the
other would luive t(. yield to avoid national bankruptcy.

Brussch; Aiiyu.sl 11, lOl',.—Our halls have been
filled with (lenuans and Americans, the latter in

.smaller numbers and the former in larger crowds,
than ever. Tiny are graduaUy being got out of the
country, however, and those who are going to K-main
arc being induced to go I > the right authorities, so that
their troubles will soon be sealed to a large extent,
and they will not be coming he' • ^^ nmch. AVe are
getting oil" hundnvls of telegram-; about the where-
abouts and welfare of .VnuTicaii , and oth<>rs here autl

ui oIIkm- j)arts of Euroju-; this work alone is enough
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to keep a good-sized .ilaff working, and we have them
hard at it.

This afternoon T went over to the British Legation
and saw Colonel Fairliolme, the military attache, for

a few niinntes. He was just hack from a trip out into

the wilds with a party of British officers and was so
clearly rushed that I had not the heart to detain him,
although I was bursting with curiosity about the news
he evidently liad concealed about him. He appreciates
the lenient way I have treated liinu and goes out of
his way to let me have anything that he can.

AVhile I was out we saw a German monoplane
which sailed over the city not very high up. The
newspapers Iia\-c i)ul)lislied a clear description of the
various aer<)i)l;ines that are engaged in the present
war, so tliat nobody will l)e foolish enough to fire at
those of the allies when lh(y c(>me our way. This
one was clearly Cicrman, and the Garde Civique and
others v.ere firing at it with their rifles, but without
any success. Our Legation gtiard, which consists of

about twenty-five men, banged away in a perfect
fusillade, !)ul the airman was far !;k) high for them
to liave much chaiic(> of iiilting him.

Yesterday afternoon ulicu the German biplanes
passed over the city, ;i IJelgian officer gave chase in

a mono])lane, but could not catch thtMU. Coniests
of this sort ai'e more cxciling to ih<' crowd than any
fancy aviation stunts ijiat arc done at exhibitions, and
tiie wholf town turns out wlu-neN-er an aeroplane is

sighted.

This monimg T i)n>(iil.(i myself at tlic G(>rman
Legation willi !lic iniixisin^f l(ii^.:ir-p(is.-:rr furnished
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me by the ^Filitiiry Govrrnor of Rrahnnt, hut tlio

guard on duty at the door liad not received orders to
let me in and turned me down politely hut definitely.
I took the matter up with the Foreign Ofriee and said
that I wanted it settled, so Ijiat I would not have any
more fruitless trips over there. At five an o.Ticer from
the Etat-Major of tlie C'rardt- Civique came for me m
n motor and took me over to the Legation, to give
orders in my i)resence that whenever I appeai-ed I was
to he allowed to pass without argument. Af I got into
the motor I noticed that the soldier who was driving
the car looked at n.e A\ith a twinkle in his eye, hut
paid no attention to him. When I took a second look
1 saw that ic was G. B , willi whom I liad played
golf several times. T an/ constantly being greeted by
people in uniform whom I had known at one time or
another. It is hard to recognise them in uniform.
So far as operation^ m Belgiuni are concerned, we

may not have ;uiylhing big for some days to come;
but, in tlie meantime, work of preparation is being
pushed rapidly and supplies and reinforcements are
being rushed to tlie front. Half li>e siiops in town are
closed, and ;ill the peo{)!e are working cither in the
field or taking care of the wounded or j>risoncrs. There
arc said to be some eight thousand German prisoners
in Belgium, and it is seme work to 'ake care of them
all.

Briissrh: .iNiiHst /?, l91l-'\ few minutes' gap, so
T seize my pen to scratch o.f a line.

Last ni.i^ht when I lefl here I rode up the Rue
Belliurd on my way Iiome. 1 was stopped in front
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of the German Legation l)y the guard which was
phieed across the street. They examined the chauffeur's
papers carefully and then looked over mine. They
compared the tintj-pe on my laisscr-passcr with the
classic lineaments of the original, and after looking
wise, told me to move on. When we got up to the
Boulevard there was great cheering, and we came
out on a thin file of Frencl. cavalry, which was on
its way through town from tlie Gare du ^lidi. The
crowd was mad with enthusiasm and the soldiers,

although plainly very tired, pulled their strength
together every now and then to crj-, " Vive la Belgique!"
There wer? crowds on the Boulevards, waiting for
news from Id bas. A few French officers were
going about in cabs, and each time that one appeared
the crovvd went mad. The officers were smiling and
saluting, and every now and then one stood up in his
I)lace and cheered for Belgium. In twenty minutes
or so, I saw that we could get th'-ough, ;,o started for

home and bed.

When we got to the Porte de Xamur, we heard
frenzied cheering down by the Porte Louise. The
chauffeur is a regular old war horse who does not want
to miss a trick. lie cast a questioning glance over
his shoulder; and, catching my nod, put on full speed
down the Boulevard until we came to a solid crowd
banked along the line of march of more French cavalry.
The peoplc^ in the crowd had bought out the nearby
shops of cigars and cigarettes and chocolate and small
flasks of brandy, and as each man rode hy, he was
loadcMl up with as much as he could carry. The defile

had been going on for over an hour, but the enthusiasm
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was Still houiuiless. All the cafes arounil I he Porte
Louise seat out waiters aud waitresses with trays of
beer to meet the troops as they came into tlie Averme
Louise. Each man would snatch a glass of beer,
swallow it as he rode along and hand it l)a(k to others
WHO were waiting with empty trays a hundred yards
or so down the line of march. The men were evidently
very tired, and it was an viYovl for them to show any
api)reciation of their reception, but Ihey made the
effort and croaked out, " Tw la Bclghj „(!'' The
French and British troops can have anything they want
in this country. They will be lucky, though, if they
escape without acute indigestion.

Yesterday afternoon, as I was coming out of the
chancery of the Britisii Legation, a little cockney
messenger in uniform came snorting into the court
on a motor-cycle. As he got off he began describing
his experiences, and wound up his story of triumphant
progress—"And when I got to the Boulevards I ran
down a blighter on a bicycle and the crowd gave nie
an ovation'"

More troubles to-day about the Gernnin Legation.
The Et^it-Major gave orders that nobody but I
should be allowed to enter. Tlie laymen wlio have
tlie onerous duty of protecting the U^gation held
a council of war, and decided that this precluded
them from allowing food to go in; so when the waitress
from tlie Grand Wneur with the lunch of the crowd
inside came along, she was turned back and told I

should have to go with her. 1 went around to the
Legation and fixed it up with the guard. A few minutes
ago the waitress came back with word that more
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bread a;ul ImiIUt was wauled, Iml llial llir -uard had
cluuincd aiid llial >]\c was ai^aiu !)arre(l out. Monsieur
de I.eval and I went anmnd ai^aiii and t'oiliuialely

found some one i'r()ni llic Klal-Major who was Ihere

for ins])eelion. He proiiiiMMl lo p'l projxT oi-dcrs issued

itnd now wf iiopr thai we >hall uol be obhged to lake

in ev(M-y I)ilt' under eoinoy.

There are ominous rcpoiis lo-day of a tremen(h)us

German achancr in iliis direction, and it is generally

belie\-ed thai Ihere will lie a big engagemenl soon nc^ar

IIael(>n, wliieli is on lli<> way from laege lo TirK-niont.

Commutiiealions are eul, so 1 don't v^uile see where
all the news comes from.

Jftfr (liinicr.—Xews sounds beltei to-night. Al-

though (hei-e is nothing xciy delinil(\ llu> impression

IS that llie Belgians lia\-e come out victorious to-day

in an engagemeni near TiiliintMil. 1 hope lo get
some news later in the excning.

During a li;ll in I lie proceedings this afternoon, I

got in Blount's ear and went oni to Brook>, to see his

lior.se-> and arraiim- to lia\c him scud them in for our
use every afternoon. He came o\i'r here a few !nonlhs
ago to >p<Mi(l the res! of hi^ life in peace and i|uiet.

It looks as tlioU'_;li he wouldn't :':et much of cither.

The .\\enue de Tervuereu. a liroad boulevard with
i\ parkway- down the centre, i^ the most direct way
into town from tli<- scctie of Ihe lighting, and then;

has b( en a general belief Ihal Ihe (icrmans miuht rush

11 forci- into town in molor-i thai way. In order lo

be ready for anything of the ^ort a barricade has been
madi- of h<'avy tram (,ii> |)iaced at rii;ht an^le-. across

the road, .so that tluy do not ab^.ilulcly slop Irulfic,
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l)iit ccnipcl motors to slow down and pick tlioir
^v;^y, thus:

II is close work jretlini; through, and ran only ho
dour al a snail's j)a('r.

T]u> lalcsl n(>ws wo have is that tho nearest large
Cernian force is just 38 miles away from Brussels.

nrus',rU Axoust /.>\ /.9y.J.-Last night, after dining
l;ite, I went out to find my friend. Colonel Fairholme,
and .se.> if he had any news. 11,^ Jmd just finished his
days work and wanted some air. Fortunately I had
the ear along and so took him out for a sj)in to the
end of the Avcanie Loui.e. Wr walked hack, followed
l>y Ihecar. and had a nighlcnp at t!ieP..r <> dc Nanuir.

Tiie ('(.ioMel has heen going to Loii vain every day,
l<> visit t|,r (i.-uerai Staff and report to the King as
the nnlilary r.-pn->enlalive of an ally. The first Time
Jk- arriv<-d in a m(.tor with (ien. de Selliers de Moran-
yili.'. !1m- Chief of Slair. As they dn«w into the s,|uare
'" ''•".'' "' ""' l«';Mh,uarlers, Ihey saw that evervthing
\va> m c.Mifusion and a crow<l was ga'lhered
t'> u.ileh arrivals and departures, Wh,Mi Iheir ear
sl<|i)ped. a large thug, nu'slaking him for a Cerman
olhcer, reached in and dealt him a smashin- I.low on
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the nioulh witli his fi>t, callin-- Jiiiii a ".va/ a/ooc/«^"

by way of -ood im'a.-urc He liad to yo in and report to
the Kin,u, streaiiiiim' uiih hlood -a i>!ea>aiii heginiiing.

He is juA gelling- I)ack lo a jjoint where he ean eat
with ease and eoniforl. Lii'e will he (-asier for some
of Ihe atlaehes when i)e(>i)le gel nsed lo khaki uniforms
and learn tliat some do not cover (iermans.

The day Ihe (ii^rieral Staff lefl for Ihe front, the
Colonel weal to see lluun oil". Ih- wa- called by one
of tlie high ofheers wlio wauled lo talk to him, and
was persuaded lo gel on the train and ride as far as the
Gare du Luxembourg, sending his car ihrougii town
to meet him i]i(>re. Word came that tlie King wanted
to see Ihe Chief of Staff, so he a-kdl Ihe Colom-l to

take him to the Palace. WIkmi the crowd saw a British
officer in uniform and decorations com(> out <.f the
station accompanied by the Chief of Staff and two
aides, they decided that it was the Connnander-in-
Chief of tlie British army who was arriving and gave
him a wonderful ovatir>n. Kven the papers published
it as authentic. He was Ircmendously fuss(>d at ihe
idea of sailing under false colors, but the rest of us
liave got some anuiM-ment out of it.

Stories are coming in here about \hv doings of the
Cicrman troops, .\ccording lo rei)orts lliey came into
Hassell and look the money in the town treasury and
the local bank—some two and a half millions altogether.
The .story, whether true or not, has caused a great
deal of ill ferling here. There is another story that
the commanding officer of one of the forts aroiuid
laege was summoned to parley with a white flag.

Wlien he climbed on top of his lurrel, he was shot
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llirou-h l.oti, Icos ;ni<! only savnl l,y liis iiien pulling
ii'!n to cover. Of con, .c tlicrc are always a ^reat
many stories f,f tliis sort seallcTed l.roadJa.st at the
l.egmnin-' of every war. hiil in this instance they swni
to be generally bohexod aiitl are doing the Germans
no good at all.

Mile. D
, one of our stenographers, has a brother

in tli(> J'renr-h army. She has not heard a word
from him since tli.- war Ix-gan, and had no idea where
lie was. Yesterday a small delachnient of French
cavalry came alon^ ili.> street. She ran out, called
to on<' of Ihrni I ha! Ikt brother was in the

. and
asked where it was. Tiiey told her it ha<l not yet been
in action and she has been walking on air ever since.
IJut slu^ could not lelegrai)h the good news to lier
laniiiy, lor tear of betraying military movements.

H<»ger dc b(M.;i|, tl„. s-ycar-old son „f our friend,
l)raetieally broke oil" diplomatic relations with his
father and mother because li(> was not allowed to
b(> a Hoy Scout. U\. father was at the Legation, his
inolher at the Red Cross, and he had to stay at home
with his govenu vs. He felt so badly about it that we
had IMonsicur de Leval register him as a B. S., and
have him assigned to special duty at the rx>gation.
He attends in full uniform and carries messages and
p:ip.rs from my room to the other offirvs and vice
versa. WImmi wr go he rides on the bo.K with
ihe chautlVur and salutes all the offi<'ers we pass.
They are ummI |,, i| now and n-lurn the .salutes very-
gravely. The youngster now ferls that he is really
doing something, but is outraged because wc go along.
He wauls to untlertakcsome «»f the bii;; missions alone.
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Priuccssc Charles de Lignc was in this nioniing.

Iler son, Prince Henri, liead of that l)rancli of the
house, lias (Milisled as a private in the aviation corjjs.

Tliere seemed to he no way for him to have a eom-
niission at once, so lie put liis star of the Legion of
Honor on his private's uniform and was off to the

front yestertlay. That's tlie spirit.

Comtesse d'A was at their home in the (Irand
Duchy wlu>n war hroke out. No news had been
received from lier, and her husband was worried sick.

"We got a message through via The Hague and got
word back this morning that she was safe and wt'll.

I went up to tell him the good news. He was presiding

over some sort of committee meeting, and the maid
said I could not see him. I insisted that slie should
amiounce me and after some argument she did. As
the door ojx iied. the buzz subsided and she announced:
"Monsieur le Scorfdirc dr la Lajatiou d'Ama-uiuv."
There was a terrible cry of fear and the old Coimt came
running out white as a sheet. Before he had come in

sight I called out, **Z.f,s' «o///W/(',s' .vo/// io////r,s'.''" The
old chap collai>sed on my shoulder and cried lik<'

a baby, saying over and over: "'J'ifnis si inqnitt

:

ft'tais .si inifiicf!'' He soon pulled himself together

and showed me out to the car with the honours of

war. We send and receive hundreds of telegrams of

inquiry and shoot them through in a perfectly routine

way. It is only now and then that we come to a
realising sense of the human side of it all.

This afterno(>n I went over and made incjuiry as
to the well-being of those who are <'oopcd u]) in Ihe

German Legation. They are getting along perfe( lly
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well but are eonsumed with eurio.sity as to the progress
of the war. The Cioverniuent has not allowed theni
to have any letters or newspapers, and tliey are coni-

plelcly in the dark as to what is going on. I felt like

a l)ruU> to refuse then-, hut could not very well do
anything against the wishes of the Ciovernnient. They
wer(> decent enough not to embarrass nie by insisting,

which made it harder to refuse. The son of Ilofrath

Grabowsky, the Chancellor of th(> Legation, is Secretary
of the ri(>rnian Consulate at Antwerp. lie came down
here lo say good-bye to his father the day war was de-
clared, and lingered so long that he was cooped up with
the others. lie is liable for military service in Germany,
and having left his post at Antwerp at such a time,
he nui^t face a court martial whenever he does get
hdiue. There are five or six peopk^ there, including
the wife of the old Ilofrath, who are firndy convinced
thai they will all be nnirdered in their beds. It is my
daily job to comfort them and assure them that n<»bo(ly

now here is giving any thought to them.
La.-I night I diiievl with Colom^l Fairliolme and Kids-

ton, the First Secretary of the Legation. We went
to the UMially crowdecl terrace of the Palace Hotel,
\\]iv\T we had no difhculty in getting a table in the best
part of the balcony. The few other diners were nearly
all colleagues or officers. Military motors and motor-
cycles came and went, and ord(>rlies dashed uj) on
horseba<-k and delivered messages; it looked like war.

Tli(> projjrielor of the h 'el, who has given ojk*

hnndicd thousand francs lo the Red Cross, rolled up
in hi> motor from a trip to the frotit and got out witli

an annfid of Prussian helmets and caps, which he had

I
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colloctcd. A crowd -aliu'ird round 11k> motor and
displayed a> much pleasure' as Ihougli he had brought
in a whole German Army corps. tIic novelty of these
souvenirs has not yet worn oil'.

Women with big tin bo.\(>s came by every few
minutes to collect for the Red Cro>s or some other
fund. Finally the CoIojk^I i)rolested, and asked if

there was no way of buying imnumity. That was
quickly arranged by giving up five francs, in return
for which we were given tags of immunity. Dozens
of collectors came by during the evening, but our
ostentatiously displayed tags saved us.

"We ate at our leisure—out of doors—the first un-
hurried and unharri(>d meal I have had for days, and
then got back to the L(>gation.

This afternoon the Minister and I went over to see
Sir Francis Villiers. tlu> I}riti,h :\rinisler, and spent
half an hour with him. II(> is evidently all ready to
make a quick get-away wluMiever it looks as thougli the
Germans would come to Brussels. .V number of the
other diplomats are also jtrejjared to depart. Those
who are accredited at The IIagu(> will prol)ably go
there, and the others will go to Antwerp. AYe are too
busy here to enjoy the luxury of sjjending a month
undergoing a siege, so no matter what hapi)ens, we shall
probably not go along. The ^rinisler and I shall take
turns from time to time, going up to pay our respects.
Having some things to talk over, the :\[inister and

I went for a drive al'IcM- ou- vi-it. and it was well we
did. for when we got back, wo found the hall tilled with
callers. As the tourist-, and th(> Germans leave, the
war correspondents begin to come in, and in a few
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days \v(" .nIkiII jnohaljiy iiavc tjif place full of lliem.
I licanl to-day Ilia I ilicrc were '200 of them in London,
ami tlial niosl of llicm want lo come on liciv.

Maxwell, tlie Brili^h correspondent, told me this
afternoon that lie looked for a \)v^ engagement at
Diest to-morrow or the d^^y after. lie has been down
llirough the fighting zone ever since the trouble began,
and probably knows more about pentling operations
tlian any other ci\ilian.

^^hlle I was writing. Z came in, suffering from
a bad case of panic. He announced as he burst into
my office that the (icrmans were within '20 kilometers
of Brussels and were going to occupy the city this

evening. lie was fairly trembling, but got indignant
because I denied it. having ju-t talked with Colonel
Fairholme ami with .>raxw(>ll, both of whom had no
more than come back from the front. The fact that
it had been pul)lislied in the Suir was enough for him,
and although the news had made him nervous, he
liated to have his jxrfectly good sensation spoiled.

The authorities, so as to be prepared for any eventu-
ality, have this e\-ening {)ubli>hed a comnumique to
impress upon the po[)uIation the necessity for abstain-
ing from any participation in the hostilities in case of
an occui)alion. It advi.M-s everybody to stay indoors
and a\()i(| any words or aclion.> that might give an
excuse for measures against non-combatants.

Augiisi /.7///.-Last night I dined with the Colonel,
r.raiil-Watson, and Kidston at the Palace. I was look-
ing forward to a lot of interesting talk, as the Colonel
had just come from the front. Just as we were settling

i
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down It) our (-onversalional Miirathoii, up uiilkcd

, llie Charge and l)ii(!(> hiniNfH' lo dine

with us. lie is slron-Iy pro-GcTnian in lii> synip;illiics,

and, of coursr, iJiut put a roniplctc tiainpcr on con-
versation. We talked al)out everything on earth save
the one tiling we were inter(\sted in. and >al light in

tlie hoj)e that Iu> would iuo\e on. Not only did he
stay, l)uf al'l(r a time the First Secretary came
and joined us, and we gav(^ u]) in <lt\spair. The only
result of the evening was that I gathered the im-
pression tliat there is a good deal of ai)preheii>ion on
tlie part of the allies as to the n^sult of Mie next liig

battle, which may occur any day now. The (Jermaus
are undouljtedly pretty near now, perliaps a good deal

nearer tlian we know. Just before dinner the AVar
Ofhce announced that there would be no furtjier

oflicial connnuniques as to the o])erations. That looks

as thougli they were l)attening down the liatclies for

tlie next big engagement.

Yesterday's pai)ers announced France's declaration

of war against Austria. This morning coin(\s the nev.s

that ^Montenegro has also declared her intention of

wiping Austria off the map. Our daily query now is^
"Who has declared war to-day.^"

Every minute we are not hannnerlng away at our
work, we sit around and talk of the latest devel()i)ments.

These things make such an impression that I can quite

understand old veterans boring (werybody to death
with reminiscences. I see some forty years from now
that people will be saying: "I don't \\.>.n\ to let old

man Cdbson get hold of me and tell me all about the

war of 1914!"
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Tlii.s nioniin-;- I rrcrivcd n Iclc-ram from HJchanl
Ilanlin- Davis, wJio wants lo join the B.lyiaii fomvs.
^^(• arc Irving to arrange iL this morning, and I expect
to see him any (hiy now.

Wv aie going lo haw a lot of n(>\v.sjKiper men in our
nndst. I met two more of tliem last night. None
ol liieni who have so far appeared s])eak any language
hut English, hut they are all (jui'e confident that'^they
can get all the news. I look next for Palmer and Jimmy
Hare and the rest of llie crowd.

^Faxwcll, the TcJvgniph correspondent, yesterday
showed n- a photograph of a French bulldog that lias
heen doing good service at Liege. His master, who
i> an officer in one of the forts, fastens messages in
his coUar and shoves him out onto the glacis. Tlie
pui)py makes a blue streak for Lome and, as lie is

always sent at night, has managed so far to avoid llie

Germans. His mistress brings him back to the edge
of town and starts him back for the fort.

The Belgian troops have so far Jiad to dam tlie

flood of Germans with little or no lielp from the allies.

The Kaiser expected, so far as we can make out, to
swcH'j) through Belgium with little opposition and be
fighting in_ France in three days! The Belgians have
knocked his schedule out by twelve days already, and
there is no telling how much longer they nuiy hold out.
" My military advisers " tell nw that in view of the great
necessity for a (|uick cam})aign in France, so as to get the
army back in lime to head olf the Russian flood when
it begins to pour over the nortliern frontier, the loss of
this much time is equivalent to tlie loss of the first
great battle. The moral efTect is also tremendous.
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TIic Minister to-day liad a card from Oiiicr which
liogan: ",/'«;' Vlionncur de /aire saroir a Votre Excd-
Ifiicc (pic jc sin's encore fonjnurs n'rant!" Encore

tonjours sotuids as thoui^h. he were pretty emphatically

ali\'(\ We were ;'!1 relieved to hear from him.

\ illalobar, the Spaiiisli Minister, came in after

t'inner—just to visit. Ilis household is greatly upset.

ilis cook and three footmen have gone to the war.

He apologised for not inviting us to dine during these

depressing days, nut said he could noi, as his cook

was a Lucrelia di Borgia, lie is confident that the

war is going to knock lirussels life into a rocked hat

this winter. So ii:,uiy of the families will be in mourn-
ing, and so much po\crty will come as a result of the

war. Life goes on so normallv now, save for the little

annoyances of !i\ing under martial law, that it is hard
tt) realise that such great changes arc inuninent.

Brussels, Amjusf 10, /.^/,J.—This morning I walked
out of my olfiee and Ijuiriped inli) I'rederick Palmer. I

had no idea he was so near. Two weeks ago he was in

VeraCruz, hu! made a hef-line for Hrussels at the first

news of impending war. In the i.-ea thing spaces during

the morning I got in a lit tie visiting with him. lie stayed

to limch at the Legation and ^o did I. In the afternocu

J took him to the T'oreign Office and the War Oflice and
th" (Jendarmeri«>, and got him outf'.lled with passes, so

that he can make a try to gel towards the front. As
a mea>ui'e of jjrecinlion I added another Inisser-pnsser

In my cKllcclidn. wilii a Iieauliful !)hol(tgraph <>n it.

The collection gn vs e\cry liay.

I went to the r'alace lo dine w ith Palmer aJid Rloinil.
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Wo lia.l hiirdly o(>t soaloa Avlien in walked Ricliurd
Harding Davis and ('.(-raid Morgan, and jcinod ns.
I liad noi e\j)(>(l(>(l Davis hcri" so soon, hnl here he i.s.

lie was inunaculale in dinner jacket and white linen,
for war does not interfere wilii jiis dressing.

\Mnle we were dining, a lot of motors eamo })y
filled with Hriti.h oflircis. TIk re \va> a big crowd in
the s(iiiar(\ and they went crazy witii enthusiasm,
cheering until the windows rattled'.

Bnissrh; Juiju.sf IS, 10]',. ^\[ ;,>n in tlie morning
I started with Fred(>rick Palmer and Blount in the
latter's car. to >eewh(ilier we coul.l gel a little way out
ol" town and get a glimj)-!' <if wliat was g(.ing <.n.' Wc
were i)rovi.lid with l(ii.-<s(r-passrrs and passports and
all sorts of credentials, hut as a strict proliiltit ion against
sightseers has liccn enforced for some days, we rather
douhted whether we s|.,.i;|.l !„ ,il,|r |o -ct' farther than
I he edge of town. IJefi.rc weuoi l,,ie|; we had gone more
than a hundred kilom-'tersthroiigli I he heart of things and
saw a great deal mon- than anyhody should he allowed
to see. We -(,1 hack to town ahoiit eight o'clock. Ihor-
onghly lir.'d and with <yes filled with dust and cinders.

I'art wav out the a\emi(> we were hailed I,y ;, soldier,
who a-ked Us lor a lift as far a^ Tervueren. lie clinihed
'"'<> tin- car hoide nie and rode out. The Fore!
de Suig.ies was inournlul. (^iialre Mras, where the
cafes are usually filled uilh a l;o<m1-mz,-,| en.wd of
liourgeois, was deserted and < niply. The shutters
were up ,ind Ih.' pn.prirlurs exidenlly -one. The
'Minister's house, ne.ir hy. was clo>e,l. T||,. m;,|,. \^_,,^

lo<-kcd and the garden- r's doir \\;,s H,,. ,„,lv hviu"
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thinj,' in sight. Wo passed our Ciolf Cliil) a liltlc farllicr

on toward Tcrvucrcn. The old chritcau is closed, the

garden is growing rank, and tlie rose-hush(vs I hat were

kepi sf> senipulously pluek(Ml an<l trim, wci-e heavy

witli (k'ad roses. The grass was liigh on the kiwns;

weeds were springing up on the fine t(Miiu"s roiu'ts.

The garik'iiers and other servants have all heen eaHed

to the eok)urs. Most of the inenihers are also at the

front, shouldiT io shoulder with the servants. A f(wv

caddies were sitting mournfully on the grass and
greetiMJ us solenuily and willioul enthusiasm. These

deserted places are in soin(> ways more dreadful than

the real horrors at the front. At least there is life

and activity at the front.

Hefore we go! out of town lli(» guards hegan stoj)pIng

lis, and we were held up e\-ery few mimites until we
got hack Io town al night. Sometimes the posts were

a kil(»met("r or even two kilometers a]>arl. Someliiues

W(> were held up every fifty yards. Sonielimes I he

posts were n'giilars, some! imes (iardes ('ivi(|Ues; often

lia.^tily assemhlecl cixilians, mostly loo old or too

young for more active >crvice. Tiicy had no umfonus,

but only rill(~>, c;i[)-, and Iira-sjirds to di^tinguisii Iheni

51S men in aulluirity. in some places the men formed

H solid rai'ik across I he road. In (»lhcrs I hey sal 1\\'

the road-^ide and came oul only when we ho\e in Hglil.

Our Idissir-pus.'icrs were <'ar("fuliy examined each lime

we were slopjx'd. e\cii hy many of I he guards ho did

riol understand a word of l''rench, and >lrangcly

enough, our p.apcrs wt re m.idc oul in only llic <»ne

language. They could. ;il |c;i-l, undci^lanii our photo-

graphs and li>i)k Ihc rest for granted.
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AVhcn wo «ot to tlio first outpost at Terviu-mi, tlic

^iianl waved our i)aj)ers aside and demanded tJie pass-
word. Tlieu our >oldier passenger leaned across in front
ol' Blount andwhisi)ere(r7yr/v/7//r." That got us through
everything until midday, wlien the word changed.
From Tervueren on we began to realise that there

was really a war in progress. All was preparation.
Wv i)assed long trains of motor trucks carrying pro-
visions to the front. Supply depots were planted
along the way. Oflicers dashed hy in motors. Small
detachments of cavalry, infantry and artillery pounded
along the road toward Louvain. A little way out we
passed a company of scouts on bicycles. They are
doing good work, and have kept w<,nderfulK- fresh.

In this part of the cinuitry everybody looked tense

and anxious and hurried. Nearer the front tJicy were
more calm.

^Nlost of the groups we passed misto(»k our flag for

a British standard and cheered with a good will. ()nc(;

in a while somebody who recogniseil the flag would
give it a cheer on its own account, and we got a snnle
everywhere.

All the farm houses along the road were citlier

already abandoned or prepared for instant flight. In
some places the reaping had already begun, only to be
abandoMcd. In others the crop stood ripe, waiting for

the reapers that may never come. The sight of these
poor peasants (leeing like hunted beasts and their

emj)ty houses or tluir rolling crops were the worst
{)art of the <iay. It is a shame I ha! Wu^^v respdnsi))!.-

f<»r all this misery eaimot be made to pay the penally
and they lu'ver can. no matter what is done to them.
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Louvain is the headquarters of the King and lus

Etat-Major. The King is Conimander-in-Cliief of tlie

AlHed Forces operating in Belgium, and is apparently

proving lo be ver\' much of a soldier. The town is

completely occupied and troops line the streets, stopping

all motors and inspecting papers, then telling you
which way you can go. We were the only eivilians on

the road all day, except the Red Cross people. The
big square was completely barred off from general

traffic and was surromided with grenadiers. We got

through the town and stopped -A the only cafe we
could find open, where we had a bottle of mineral water

and talked over what v.e should do next.

In Louvain there Is an American Iheological semi-

nary. We had had some correspondence with ^lon-

iseigneur de Bei-ker, ils Rector, as lo whai he should do

to protect the inslitulion. At our suggestion he had

establisjied a Itcd Cross Hospital and had hoisted

a big American flag, but still he was not altogether

easy in his mind. I call(Ml on him and did my level

best to reassure him, on the ground that I he Cermans
were certainly not making war on seminaries or priests,

and that if the Germans reached Louvain, all he had

to do was to stay peacefully at home and wait for quiet

to be restored. ^NTost of his students were gone and

some of the faculty had followed them, so his chi(^f

<'on(Trn was for flic lii lary and other treasures. My
arguments did not seem to lia\(' very nuich weight, but I

left with a j)romise to l<K>kin again at llu' first opportunity

and to respond to aiiy c;dl the Rector nught make.

From the seminary we <lrove out the TirlenionI

road, to see if we cf>uld get to that little town and sec;
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some of the figliting that was known to he going on. At
the edge o'i the town we came to a barricade of carts,

road-rollers and cobble stones, wliere wc were conrte-

ously but firmly turned back. Ev(>rybody was anxious

to make it as nice us possible for us, and one of the

bright boys was brought forward to tell us in English,

so as to be more convincing, lie smiled deprecatingly,

and said: "Verreh l>ad, Veireh sorreh. Oui mus'
mak our office, not?" So we turned and went back
to town. They had told us that nobody could go
beyond the barri(;ade without an order from the

Commnndant de Plarr at Louvain. On the way back
we decided that we could at least try, so we hunt(>d

through the town until we found the headtiuarters

of the Commandant. A fierce-looking sergeant was
silting at a table near the door, hearing requests for

vises on laissrr-pas'.wrs-. Everybody was begging for

u vise on one pret'^xt or another, and most of them were
being turned down. I decided to try a play of con-

fidence, so took our three can's and walked up to his

table, as though there could be no possibk^ doubt of

liis doing what I wanted. I threw our three lai.sser-

jyas.scrsdown'm front of him, and said in a business-like

tone: ''Tiois visrs pour Tirh-monl, S. V. /'." My
man l<K)ked up in mild surj)rise. viseed the (hree j)ap(TS

wilhou' a word and liand(>d them back in less lime

than il lakes to tel' it. We sailed hack to th<> barricade

in high feather, aslonisliccl I he guard with our vise,

and plowed along the road, wc iving in and out among
amnumition wagons, artillery caisson-, infantry,

<";valry, bicyclists—all in a d<<n>(' cloud of dust.

Tr<K)ps were everywhere in small numbers. AFachine
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guii>, C()\('r(>(l wilii shrubbery, were tliick on llie road

and in the woods. Tliere was a deeidedly hef'li(,' nune-
nieiil toward the frinii, 'ind it was l)ei!i<;' carried out

at liigh speed witliout confi'sion or disorder. It was

a siglit to renu^niber. A!! along tlie road we were

cheered ])oth as Americans and in tlie ])elief tliat we
were Britisli. Whenever we wi're slopped at a bar-

ricade to have our pajjcrs cxaniin(Hh the soldiers

crowded around the car and asked for news from other

parts of the field, and everybody was wild for iiews-

pai)ers. Unfortunately we had only a cou])l(^ th:il had

been left in the car by accident in the morning. If

we had only Ihonghc a little, we could have taken out

a cartful of papers and given pleasiuv to hundreds.

The barricades were niore numerous as we drew

nearer the town. About two miles out we wen^ slopjjcd

dead. Fighting was going on just ahead. beiwecMi us

and the town, and the order had been given out that

nolnuJij should pass. That a})j)lied to military and

civilians alike, so we could not comi)laiii, and came back

to Louvain, rejoicing that we had been able togi^t so far.

^Ni> hunted uj) our little cafe and ate our sandwiches

at a table on the side\v.:dk, kiting the house profit to

lli(^ extent of three glasses of beer. W<' were hardly

seated when a hush fell on the peoj)le sitting near.

The j)roprielor was summoned and a whis[)«>red con-

versation ("iiMied iictwccii him and a beu jii>kered old

man three labli's away. Then Mr. l'ro])ri(l()r sauntered

ovcT our way with the cNag^cratecj can^lessness of

a stage delcitixc. lie stood near us for a tninute

or two. ;ipj)arcnlly \-ery much interested in nothing at

all. Then he went back, n-jxtrted to "\Vliisk(>rs" and
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tlio buzz of cmvorsali.,,! I.e...,, aoain as ihcnv^h notlii,,..
liacl happened. After a Ml Ihe proprietor came over
again, welcome,! us to |)k- city, asko.l us a lot of
qucvst.ons al.oul ourselves, a,,,! finally confi.le.I |,> „s
iiat we ha.l I,een poinle.l ,>ul as (lern.aiis and tJiat Jie

Jiad listened to us carefully and .liseovered that wc
were nothing of tlie sort. '•./>,/ frh bonne orciUc pour
les hngucs, he said. Of course we were great I v sur-
prised to learn that we ha.l been under observation,
liunlv ot (.ornian spies within m) yards of the head-
quarters of tlie (uM.eral Stalf! (And vet Ihev have
cauglif them that near.) Ev.ry aclix^ citizen now
considers huns,.lf a policeman on special dutv to catch
spic^, and lots of p.-ople .suffer from it. f wa.s just as
glad the proprietor had not denounced us as spies
as the populaa. Jias a quite und,.rsta,ulable distaste
for them. I was glad the bright cafe proi)rietor coul.l
nislmguish our lingo from (lerman.

After luii.-h we went .l.mn to the hea.lquart,-rs of
he (.eneral Staff, to se,- if w,- nv.Avd anv more visesno did not.l.ut we got a sight of ti.e headquarters
with ofhcers m all sorts ..f uniforms coming and goin-
The square was full of staff autos. The beantifui
carved Hotel de Vill,^ is the lu-adquarlers. As we
walked by, a IJrili.i, Major-Ce.H.-al c:amc down
tiio steps, returned everybody "s salutes and rolled
away-a fine gaunt ol.l iyp,> will, whil.> hair and
nioustache-th,> sort you read ab.)ul in storv books

After luiH.h w,> found that there was no usv in trving
'>gct tolirlemonl. so gave thai up. and in,,uired al.out
thcroa.l to Diest. Everybody who was h. anv sort of
position to know told us we could not g^.j n.oiv than a f.-w
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kiloiuotors alotiij lli(> road, and thai asl'lilaiis wen- j)ni\\ I-

iiig in Ihal ii("iuiil)()urli()<Hl. wciiiiuhl he polled at from liu;

woods or even carried oil". Oii the slr<Mi,L,'tli of I Iial wcch--

oided to try tliat road, feeUiit;, fairly coiiiidenl that the

worst tlial could JiapiH-ii to us would he to he tiu'ued hack.

As we (h'cw out aloii^' tiie road, tla^ Iratlic uol steadily

]iea\ ier. ^Motors of all sorts - heaut ifully fini<heii limou-

sines filled with l)<»xes of aininunitioii or sacks of food,

carriages piled high with raw meat and cases of hiscuit.

Even dog-carts in large lumihers, with the good Bel-

gian dogs straining away at the traces with a good will,

and harking with exc-itement. They seenitMl to jiave

the fever and enthusiasm of the men and r\vvy one

was pulling with all liis strength. In some places we
saw men pushing heavily-laden wheelharrows. with one

or two dogs pulling in front.

From L<nivaiu on most of the barricades were

mined. We could see clearly as w<> i)assed whcrt- Ihe

mines were })lanted. The Iiatlery jars were under the

shelter of the l)arrica(l(> and the wire disai)j)ear(Nl into

some neiglihouring wood (M" field. Earthworks were

j)lanted in the fields all along IIh^ lines, good, cliV-clive,

well-concealed inlrenchmenls I hat would give lots of

Irouhle to an attacking for(;(\ There was one place

where an important intrenchment was ])laced in a

field of ii."y. The l)rea>l works w<>re carefully covered

with hay and the men had it tied around their hats in

su(;h a way as to conceal them ahnosi completely.

This war is evidently going to he fought with some

nllention to detail, and wiiii resourcefidness.

Diest itself we reached at ahoul half i)ast three,

after ha\ing hcen nearlv turned hack six or scncii times.
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We wciv llu- „nly civilians ll,al hn.l Imiir,] up all day,
luul alll,..,i-]i (.ur papers srrr.wn t„ Lr all ri-lil ami
we coul.l nive a vthhI acc-otiiit ..f „urs<"lvcs, our mere
pmscncc was c.uisi.l.Mv.l m, r.-inarkal.l,- l],al a -ood many
(.1 llK'<>nl]),,s(s\v,.n-incliii,-,llo turn us Lack. Hwirlne
of (.ur 000,1 ar-uuH^nls an.l .,ur equally -(,o,i looks, l,<nv-
evcr, wc .lul niana-c 1o ovt throuoh fo the lown iUcIf

DiesL IS an old Iomu which fi-urcs a -oo,l .Iral iu the
conil.ats ol the nuMdlr a.^rcs. It has a fine old church
quite larp-, a -..o.I Il6!cl do Vill.>, an.l clean, Dutchdook'
in-.stre,>ls, with canals here and there. Th<> whole town
IS surrounded with hi^h earthworks, which constituted
ilic tort ificat ions, which were part of the line of forts
^•'vtcd Ly the alhVs after Waterloo, as a line of defence
J.gauL>t Fn nch aoo-ression. These forts were so muner-
ous tnat IJelgiuni in her younger days ha.l not sudi-
cient men to garrison them. A nuniLer of them were
••''•""•'•''•'K finally leaving Antwerp, Liege and Xamnr
'•• '"""• '!'<' l-nrden. Hrialmoni, who Luilt the "rcit
ruv^ forts at Liegv, want<',l to LuiM modern fortifica-
tions at Diest, },ut could not get those holding, the
purse-sf rings to sec things his way.

"^

Diost was attacked hy Cermans aLont three days
ago. They wanted to take the old fortifications so as
to control th,. road and u.>e th- place as a base of opera-
tions. It eould hardly Le called a Lig l.attle, Lnt v -s
more proLaLly in the nature of a reconiiai»an<c in
torce with four or five ivgiments of cavalrv. This part
of I?elginm i> the only place on the whole field of
operations where cavalry can Le u<i;\ an.l thev are
certainly n>ing it with a liLeral hand, proLaLK- in
attemi)t to f,>el out the country and locate the main
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body of <)i)|)i)siiit;" troops. TIh-v liavc ^ol into a !oi of

trou!)k' so far, and I am sun^ I'lt'V \uivv not ycL located

llu' main Ixxlio of the alli("(i armies.

The slio|)S weic all closed and most of the people

were silling on the ^ide\\•alk waiting' for sonielhin-j; to

turn up. Some of them had I'vidently heiMi to Am(>riea,

and we had an o\atiou all the way in. TIk' (irantlo

riac(> was filled with motors and motor trucks, this

evidently bein<i' a supply depot. We had some of tjie

local mineral water and talked with the people who

gathered round for a l(K)k at the Ai'(jh'chc.s.

They were all ready for anything that might com(>,

particularly Prussians. In the old days the Fhlans

.spread terror wherever they ai)peared, to burn and

.shoot anrl plunder. Now they seem to arouse c.ily

ragi> and a determination to fight to the last bre.Uh.

There was a little popping to the north and a gcn<'ral

scurry to find out what was up. We jumjx'd in the

car and nuule good time ilu'ough the crowd<'d. (-rooked

little streets to the fortifications. We were too late,

however, to see the ri-al row. Some I'lilans had

strayed right up to the edge of town and had been

surpri-scd by a few men on the earthworks. There were

no fatalities, but two wounded Cernians were brought

into town in a motor. They were ])icke(l u]i without loss

of time and transpoiied to t!ie nearest Red ('ro.>s lu)>pital.

Cursing our luck we started ofT to Ilaelen for a look

at the battlefields. Prussian cavalry made an attack

there the same day they attacked Diest, and their

losses were pretty bad.

At one of the barricade^ we found peopli- with Prus-

sian lances, caps, haversacks, etc., which they were
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pcrn^clly williiiu- lo sell. I'aliucr \v;is equally koni lo
I)iiy, and lie l(.,)k(-(l over llic Jmik oliVred, \vlii)(^ sonic
lu(. hundird >(,ldi,-i-.s galhrivd around to help and
(-•rilicise. I ,n-vd Palnu-r to ivtVain. in the hope of
finding sonic Ihinos ,,ursd-.('s on the l.aKWield. II,>

sroflVd at Ij.e idea, liouevd'. He is. of c.urse, an old
veteran anion-- the war correspondents, and kiu>\v
what he was ahoiit. He said li.> had let slip any nnni-
lier of opi)orl unities lo gvt <,'0(.d things, in the hope «)f

findin.ii- soinellrin- iiiniseir, l.ul there was nothing doing
when he g(,t I,, ij,,' fi(>id. W,> |„,\v,-d to his superior
knowledge and experienee, and let him hand over an
English sovereign for a long Prussian lance. I decided
to do my buying on the way home if I could find
nothing myself.

The I'orwarii movement of troops seemed to he headed
toward Diest, for our road was much more free from
tratfic. We got into ITaelen in short order aufl sixnit
a most interesting half hour, talking lo the ofFicer in
command of the village. As we came through the
village we saw ihe effect of rifle fire and the work of
machine guns on th(> walls of fh" houses. Some of them
luul heen hit in th(> upper story with shrapnel and were
pretty hadly liattered up. The village must have heen
qmte unpleasant as a place of residence while the row
was on. The commanding officer, a major, seemed
glad to find some one to talk to, and we stretched our
legs for half an hour or so in front of his headquarters
and lei him (ell us all about what had hapix-ned. He
was tensi> with rage again>t the (iermans. whom he
accused (.f all sorts of barl)aroiis practices, and whom
he announced the allies mu.-,t sucei) froin. ijw. -...rMs
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II<^ lold us llial only a few hours licl'orc a couple of

T lilans had appeared in a field a t"e\v hniidre(l yards

from where we were ^landiuu, had fired on Iwo ])ea>aiit

women workinu lliere, and then galloped off. KxTiy-

wliere we w(Mii we heard .^l(>^ie^ of jieaeeful ix'asanls

being fu-fMl on. Il veeni^ hard lo !)ehev(\ i)!il the

stories are teri'ihly perNi^leiil. Th(M'e may he some
sniping hy Ijie i n-coml.atani {)opul:ilion, t)ul tlie

authorities are doii.g e\-eryliiing they can to i)re\(>nt

it, hy requiring them to give up their arms and point-

ing out file iiaiig<'r of repri>ai>.

Before we mo\cd on. on; ofTiecM" presiMiled ine with

a l'ru-.-.ian lanee he Jiad ])iek(>d iij) on lln' hat I lelii'ld

near Ilatlen. \\<' go! cai'eliil direclion> fi'om him for

finding the hatllefield and •it dti' U<\- I.o\her:;eii, w hen»

ih(^ fight had taken j)Ia(:e the day iiefore. Tlie run

was ahout four kilometer^ Ihi'ouiih lillle farm-, where
till' ho;ivi > had heen >el on fire \>y >hra|)ni'l and were

still hurning. The poor pea-ant^ were wandi'ring

around ii the ruin>, trying to saxc odds and etids fiom

the wi-eek, hut 'here \\a< practically nothing lefl. Of
course they had Iiad to lire for lluar li\-e> when the

houses were shelled, and |)relly much every! Iiing was

burned heforf th<~y could -afeiy \'n!ure l)a( k to Iheir

hornet.

Wc had no ditlic ally in locating the fit'ld of hallio

wJKMi we n iM hcd il. The ground wa.s slrewn with

lances and arm- of all >^orls. haversark.s, saddle bag.s,

trump<>ls. helmcis and otlur Ihings thai liad hcen left

on llie grouufl aflia- Ihc hallle. I'liei'c wire ;i few

villagers prowling ;:>-'iund. picking thing-, up, but Ihcrt;

were enough for cvorybody, so wo gol out and gathered
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alx.ul (il'UTii Pni»i;iii lances, mmul- lidmcts aiul other
<ul(ls and ends thai would serve as souvi^iiirs for our
h'wmU in l}ru>sels. As everyl)ody took us for English,
they were inclined to he very friendly, ;;n(l we were
.::ivcn several choicv trophies to bring hack. While
wc were (111 the iieid, a (ic-rnian aeroi)laue came soaring
down cloM' to us and startled u> wilh the sharp crackling
of i!s niolor. II |(,<,k a good h.ok at us and then
ueni ils way. A lillle farther along, some Belgian
lrooj)s lired at the aeroplane, hul e\i(lently went wi<le
ol llieir mark, for il went unconcernedly homeward.
\\<' wandered flu-ou-h tlie ruins of some old farnrs and
sized up ])iv||y n,.]] whal mn^l have hapin-ned. The
<' rmans had e\id.Milly eom(> uj) from Ihe south and
occupied some of th(> farudiouses along lh(> roa(h
The J{( luians had come down from the north and
"p''iied (ire on Ihe liouscs wilh rapid-fire guns, for lh«;

wall, were riddled wilh small holes and chipped with
rille fire. Then >hrapnel had heeii hrought into play,
to s(>l tlit> houses on (ire and hring Ihe (ierman Iroops
out into Ihe open. Then Ihey had chargvd Ih. Helgians
arr<)» an open field and aj)pan'nlly wilh di>aslrous
''•^"''-- I''i"f of Ihe yroimd wa^ in hay which had
already heen li;irve-«|c(! and ])ilcd in slacks, Ihe rest
was in >ngar hecl.s. '!'hc i^•ns^ians Iiad charged across
the field and had come ujion a sunken road into which
hey fell l.eltcr-skellcr without having lime to draw
rem. We could m" where the iiorses had fallen, how
they had scramhlcd iu their feel and tried wilh might
and main io paw their way up on Ihe o!!u r -idc. The
whole hank was ])awcd down, and liic marks of hoof.s
were ever\ where. The road was lilknl wilh lances
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and sjuUlk's. etc. All lliroiiuli lli(> field wcm-i- iR'u-made

^ra\('s. Tlirrc \va>. of courx', ii(» liiiio for (rarcful

l)urial. A shallow Irciich was (Ui!^ every lillle way— ji

trench aI)oul thii'ly I'eel lonii and ten I'eet wide. Info

fills wen- dumped indiscriminately (lermans and Bel-

gians and horsi's, and llie earlh hastily thrown over

fliem -just enough fo cover them iiei'ore tlu- sunimcr

sun got in its work. There \v( re ( -idencos of haste;

in one place we saw flie ;irni of (u-rmau sergeant

projecting from tlie ground. If is said that over

three thousand jnen were killed in this engagemmt,
hut from the nuniher of uraves we saw I am conv'uecd

that this was a good deal o\(MNtated. At any rale

if was lerriltle enough; and when we think that this

was a relatively unimportant engagement, wc can form

.some idea of what i> going to happen when the hig

(Micoiinter comes, as it will in the course of a few days
more. If is clear that the (iermans were diiven

off with consideraltle Io-^m-s. and that the Helgians

.still hold undis])uted <-ontrol «)f the neighl)ourhood.

There were a few >caltei'ed I'lilans reeomioileriug near

by, luit they were not in sullicieut numlicrs to dare

fo attack.

.\fter gathering our lroi)liics wc were ready '(» start

for home; ;in.l it was well wc should, lor it w.i-- getting

rather late in the afternoon and wc !iad a long trip

ahead of un with many delays.

Soon after leaving IJaeleii, on uur way hack we met

a corps of liicyele ( ,iial 'iiiier^ who were rnllinL; along

towa-d llaeleu at fi»p spi.d, The 'illicct- in <'ouimand

hi'ld Us u|> and a^ked us for news i>f the- country wc
had covered. He seemod surprised fhat we had not
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.soon any (iernian forcos, fur Jio .said llio alarm had l)oon

sont in from Ifaolon and that lliorc woro strong furcos
of Bolgian.s on llio way to oocni)y I ho town and he
ready for the attack. Wlion lie iiad loft ns, we ran
into one do'achmont after anotlior of infantry and
lancers coming up to occupy the little village.

When we got to the harrioade at I he entrance to
Diost, the soldiers of the guard poured out and l)ogan
taking our tropju'es out of the car. We protested
vigorously, hut not one of them (-(.uld talk anything
but Walloon—and French was of no use. I'inally.

a corporal was resurrected from somewhere iuid cani(>

forth with a few words of French conceded al)()ut his

person. We used our hesl arguments with him, and
he finally agreed to let a soldier accompany us to the
town hall ami see what would he done with us there.

The little chunky Walloon who had held us up at the
harrier climhed in with greal joy. and away we sjK'd.

The liltl(> chap wa> aiiout llic si/c and shape of an
egg with \\hoi)piiig hools. and armed to Ihe lo<'l|i.

lie had never hoen in a car hefore, and wa^ as delighted
as a child. ]?y carefully pieciug words togclher through
their resoml)lanc(> io (Jrnnan, we managed to have
(juite a coin-crsalion; and hy the iimc u(> go! |o ihe
(Jrande I'laiv we were oonuadc^ in arm-. I fed hini

on cigar> and chocolale, and he was ready Io plead
our cau.se. As ue came Ihrou-h Ihe sinets <,|' ||„.

town, peo|)|e he^an Io sixit wlial wa- in the car and
cheers were raiso.l all along IIh- line. When ue got

to llie Hotel de \'i!lr, Ihe lro..p> ii.id [o eomo oiii lu
keep hack Ihe curious crowd, w hile ue wcnl in to intjuiro

of the (.flieer in connuand as to wlictiier we could keep
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our souvenirs. lie was a ^Nlajor, a very courteous and

patient man. wlio explained tliat lie Jiad IJie strictest

orders not lo K-t anything of the sort be carried away
to Brussels. We bowed gracefully to the inevitable,

and ])laced our relics on a huge pile in front of the

Hotel de \'ille. Evidently many others had met the

same fate, for the pile contained enough trophies lo

<'(iuij) a regiment. TJie Major and an o\d fighting

priest came out and conuniserated ^\ith us on our

hard luck, but their connniseration was not strong

enough to cause tl)< dej)art from their instructions.

The Major told „> tn it they had in the Hotel de

Ville the regimental stanilard of Ihv Death's Head
Hussars. They are keej)ing it there, although it would
])robably Ih' a great deal safer in Brussels. I'nfor-

tuaatei\' llie room was locked, and the oificer who
had the key had gone, no v\c could not look upon it

with our own eyes.

Heading out of town, a young infantryman ludd us

u]) and asked for a lift. He turned out lo be the son

of the President of the Court of Apj>eals al Charleroi.

He was a delicale looking cliap with lots of nerve, but

lillle strength. His lieavy infantry boots looki-d

doubly heavy on him, and he was evidently in a bad

way from fatigue. H<' had to rejoin his regiment

which was twcKe mik's along the road finm Diest,

so we were able to gi\-e him (juile a boo>l. He asked

in<' to get word lo his father that iie wauled to be given

a plac( as cli;nitVeur or a\iator, and in any ollu-r place

thai would not retiuire so much foot work. There
nnisl be a lot of this sort. We finally landed hin in

Uie bosom of his companv and • ave«l him a gcKnlbvi'.
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Bj llii.s time if was twilight, and the precautions
ot the guards were red„uhled. A short uav out from
Lcuvaui, a hi lie Walloon stepped out from behind
a tree a!)()uf a hundred yards in front of us and barred
tlu> way excitedly. We were going pretty fast and
im<l to put on emergency brakes, and skid up lo him
wilh a gnuit smell of sizzling rubber. He informed
US that papers uere no good any more; that we nnist
know the i)assword. or go back to Louvain for the
night. This he ci nmumicated to us in his },est Walloon,
which we finally und.'rsto(Kl. Blount started to tell
Imn tk il we did not know, as the word had been chan-ed
siiHv we left

;
but in one of my rare !)ursts of rcs„„n-e-

fulness I thought to try a rus(>, so leaned forward
very confidently and gave him the password for the
morning- '7.V/7;V/;/r." With a triumphant look, he
sh..ok his head and countered: "Xo, Jla.Jc,,''' He
li.'id shown the traveUers from the outside world
Hint h(> knew more than Ihey did, and he was with-
out any misgivings as to what he had (l„n(>. and
let us proceed witliou: further less .,f lime. We got
all the way back to Tervueren with this i)assw.rrd.
which was all that saved us from si)cndi,;g il,<> night
HI L*.uvain and gelling back nobo.lv knows when
Nearly opposite lh(> Coif Club we were slopped with
ihc tidings that the N.ord was no longer gocMJ, but
that if we had satisfactory papers we coul.l g(>i into
bmn. For M.me reason the password had evi<l(>nlly
been changed sine.- ue left L..uvain. so we got fhrougli
wilh tiire luck ail along the line.

W.' (olled up lo Ihe L<>gation a f.u minutes before
eight t)"cl(Mk. and found Ihal Hmmv was a grout d.a!
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of anxiety about tis. ("liccriul people liad been spread-

ini;- tti-> news all <lay t!ial if \V(> fell into the hands of

the Germans ihey would hoM us as hostages, as they
did th(^ Bishop and Mayor ol' Lieu(>. They j)rol)aI)ly

would if Ihey had caught us, hut they did not catch

lis.

Palmer was pl(Msed at the amount we saw. It was
hy rare good luck that we got through the lines

and we wfre jjrohalily the last who will get so far.

To-day all lai.ssrr-jxn^Mcrs have been cancelled, and
nobody can set foot out of town lo I lie east. It gave
Us a prelly Liodd idea befon^ we go! through as to

liow the troops mu^t be disposed. I came within an
ace of ])utling olf our trip for a day or two. If I had,

it would have cut n\v oui of se(Mng anything.

As u>uaL when 1 go out, the lid had ])lown off the

Legation aud the place was in a tiu-moil. During
the afternoon I he (ioveriuuenl had decided to move
to Aulwcrj) and take refuge in the enceinte. The
(^uerii, the 1 lyal children and some of the UKMubers
of the (iuNcnuueut left at eight o'clock, and this

miiniiu;:' more of them \r\[. Most of the Diplomatic
Corps ha\-e gone, and will ha\'e so unich lime to Ihink

of Iheir ti(>ul)les ihal Ihey will be ruore uncomfortable
than we are. The S])anish Mini.>ter will stav on and
give us moral support.

Brussels, Ainnisl 19, 191
'f.—Yesterday morning b(>gan

with a vi-i! from our old fric-nd. Itichard llardiin,' Davis,

who was >till quite wroth bi'cause I had not wailed

foi- him to arrange for his passes and go with me on
my trip. If wc had. there would have beiMi no trip,
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as he was not equipped until aflernoon. After luneli
lie started off holdly for Xaniur, hul ,-ot turn(>d l»uek
before he reaelied A\avre, wliere there had been a
skirmish with I'hlans. He was sore and dis-rusted.

'NMule he was in my offlee. another troop afrived
composed of Irwin C'ol,],, J<,h,i MeCiiteheon. the car-
toonist, Lewis and a few otiiers. Later in the day,
Will Irwin came in with news tliat lie was closely
followed by otliers. :\IeCutcheon is a .meat friend of
the Minister, and makes tliis his headquarters.

T1k> Minister toc^k them out to gel laisscr-passers.
AVhile they were away. Sir Francis Miliars c-am.> in'

and sliowed m(> a telegram from Ihe F(jreign Oflicr.
stating that British newspapers and news associnUons
had been recjuested to recall their eorrespond(Mils,
as Ihey had already done great liarm by Iht- news
Ihey had given out. He was also to request the Bel-
gian Government to refuse pcrmils of any sort to
the press, and get all foreign correspondenls <miI of
the country. Tlie Ik-lgian Covernmcnt realised Ihe
importance of this, and has c()nse(|uentlv shut doxMi
the lid tight.

There was siijtpoM-d lo have been a falr->iz(\| cavalrv
engagement luar Cliarleroi, in which six regiments (",f

German cavalry were chewed up. We have no details,
but it look.vl as though they were linvd into a trap.
Practically no news of the operations is leaking out.
It looks as though Kitchener had remarked. "Wr will
go into tliat house where ANilli.nn Holieiizollein is

l)reakiii;4 the fiirnilure, and we will eloe \Ur door and
pull down the blinds, and when we g"! fliion-h, we
will come out and tell i)eoi)le about it."

i
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Ycslci'day wr.s just ;i day of work with a <j:r(^al drA

of hi'ating people on liie i)a(k and assnrinj^' tliem thai

tlicir lives are not in danger jusi because the Court

bus gone to Antwerp. They all seem to be convineed

that their throats are going to he ent immediately.

This morning we had tlu> nsual deluge of newspajjcr

men and eorrespondenls. The ^Minister went otf with

the Spanish Minister to eail on the military anthorities,

who are the onlv ones witli whom we now have any

relations, and while he was .;one. Sir Franeis came in

and announced that he had been ordered to leave for

Antwerp and place his Lega'ion and British interests

under our charge. The new is that the Cierman eav-

alrv in considerable force is marching toward Brussels.

The military authorities are getting vvndy to defend

the city, which is rjuite a futile i)roce''diiig, as the

available forces are inadequate, so thai the only result

will ')(' that a lot of innocent people will be kilk'd c|uile

incidentally. The Governor e\i)ecls to resi>t al)>nt

as far as the ring of inner 1)()uk'vards, which are aI)Out

four bliK-ks farther in than wr are. Our street is i)rol)-

ably one of the princii)al one> l)y which the (icrmans

would enter. A hundreil y;"-ds farther out there is a

big railroad barricade, where a stand woukl probably

be made, so that our Legation would undoubtedly get

a fair share of the wild shots from both sitles. The

cellar is being made ready f ^r occupancy during the

shindy, if it conies. The Burgomaster c-ame in to say

that he had a house prepared for our occui)ancy in the

safe part of town; but we were nol prepared to

abandon the Legation and decUucd with sincere thanks

for his Ihoughtfulness.
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I went (,v(-r and saw Sir Francis and the Legation
slal. just as tliey uciv l(>avin-. Tliev refused to liave
llirir ,,Ir,ns ui,set hy any little thing Hke a German
advance, s.» had tlieir hinch peacefully at the usual
hour and then left in motors.
At seven o'clock Cohl). ^^cCutcheon, ami the rest

of the crowd, were due at my house, so I gathered up
the Mm.ster, the ( onsul-tieneral, and Blount, and
repaired thither. Davis and ^Forgan turned up a little
late, hut nothing lias been heard of the rest of the
crowd so far-10:80 p. m. They were to have dined
Jicre, hut have not appeared or sent word.
Crowds of people are pouring in from the ea-t in

all stages of i,anic. and some small forces of c-a\-alry
have also retreated into the city, looking wearv and
discouraged. There has evidently been a rout. Further
than that, we know nothing so far.

Several of the wives of high R(«lgian oflieials have
ooiiie in this evening, having received word from their
hiishaiHls to put themselves under our protection
Ihere is nothing we can do for them, particularly at
this lime.

i -^/.s.vr/.s.. August ::o, 7.9/.{.-To-day has been one full
ot experience and the end is not yet. Last night there
was a great stir in the strecls. and crowds of people and
wcary-|..oking snhliers. Al fh,' l>a!a(v Hotel I found
I lie usual collrehon of diplouiafs an.l some (.Hut wopiewhom I knew, an.l from the crowd I .li,.Hi.,i fl,V j-.^t
that Ijiere had been .omc sort of rout of Helgian I'orvs
near Louvain. and the soldiers were falling back. That
was about all liuy knew. I started back to the upner
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town in the Jiopc of fitidinir some news at tlio P<,,U« de
Xanuir. On tlu- way d]) tlio hill I was slopped I,v half
a dozen ^n-oiips of (lardes Civicjiies an<i soldiers!! who
asked me to fake Ihem (o Cdienf. They were so
excited and in such a hurry that they coiikl hardly he
made to realize that the car was not"^ liahle to seiznre.
I took advantage of the oi)porlnnily to get a little

first-hand news, and learned that they had been driven
hack all along the line and were ordered to retreat to
Ghent by any means tjiey could find. There were no
trams available; nobody seemed to know why. The
la.Nf group that 1 talked with said that tlie vanguard of
;he Cerman cavalry was only aljouL fifteen niiles out
of town and woukl be in this morning. They were all
tremendously excited and did not dally by the wayside
to chat about the situation with me. T can't say that I
blame them.i)articularly in view of what Ihavc seen since.
_At tlie Porte de Xannn- I found that the Garde

rivi(iue in Brussels had been ordered to disband and
tliat the j)lan for the defeus(> of ih,^ city had been com-
pk'fely al)andoned. It was the wise thing to do. for
there was no ho})e of defending the town witii the sniall
force of Gardes at fhe disposal of the military gov-
ernor. It would have been (luite futile and \voukl
have entailed a big l,,>s of innocent civilian life. The
governor wanted fodo i! pur.-ly as a mat ter of honour,
but he would have paid for if hr^vily and could not
have aecompli>Ii(-d anything beyond delaying the Ger-
mans for an hour or two. tIic GardeVlvique was
furiou-.. Iiow.ver. a! thr him of not being able f.. make
a stand. There was a d(Mnon>tralion. but fhe cooler
heads prevailed, and (he men withdrew to their homes
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I was oul hy srvcu this nioPFiIng and h.okcd about
for iiru, hvUn-e coiniiig to tlie Leiralion. I found fliat

I lie (iermans were si-adily advancing and that fl>c

vanguard was about st>v<-n kiloi.ie'ers out of tlic city.
They expected to begin tlie triuniplial niareli about
eleven. The Garde Civicpu^ had di.^ajjpeared from the
streets and there were very few poh'ee to be fouhd.
The shoi)s were ch)se(h sJnitters down on all houses,
and posters ev(M-ywlu>re with tlie i)rochunation of tlie

Burgomaster urging the {)eople to refrain from hostile
acts. It was an abandoned and discourageddooking
cily. On the boulevards there were King lines of high
carls bringing in I lie peasants from the surrounding
coimlry. They are great high-wheeled affairs, each
drawn by a big Belgian draught horse. Each cart was
piled high with such belongings as could be brought
away in IIk^ rush. On top of the belongings were piled
children and the old women, all of whom liad contrived
to save their umbrellas and their gleaming, jet-black
bonnets, piled wif], fmory. Those who could not find
places in the carts walked alongside, some of them
carrying other belongings that could not be put on the
<'arts. Jl was the most depressing sight so far. Lots
of them were crying; all looked sad and crushed.
Every one of them was i)robably without enough
nu)ney for a wfvk's living. Even those who have
money in th(> banks cannot get it out at this time.
They have no place to go to here and have a bad pros-
pect even if this part of the campaign is finished
((uickly and llr are soon able to return to their
homes. Tlieir < .

„ps are rotting in the ground and
many „f |j,cir homes are already in ruins. That
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is llu' li.u-d !sitle of ilic war—lots harder than Die men

wlio go oui .Mid \\u\v at least a fit,'htini,' clianee for

tlhir lives.

AN'Ik II I uol down lo !lie Leijation 1 found that the

tclegrajili and IclcplMtiie coiiininiiical ion had l>een cut

off. Tiie Iraiii mtxIcc is ahaiidoiieil and we are eoni-

])lelely isolated from the oulsidi' world. I did not

lliiiik it woiiM eotiK' so soon and oidy lioj)e tii:d before

\\v wci-e eiil oti' ilie iK'ws was allowed to get out that

llurc would l)c no tighling in the cily.

I had a lul of rrrands to do during the morning and

kept holli motors husy. I found lime to get nj) signs

on niy door and thai of M. de Leval, wainin all

coniiis thai liolh places were inviolate. Thai uw- ni

aniicipalion of (juarleiing of Iroops on ])ri\ale citizens,

which has noi \n'r\i done.

Wc go! \\nv(\ that the Sj)anish Afinisler had lumio

news, so I went o\cr lo sc,> hun. He had heard from

the Hurgonia-liT as lo I he plans for the entry of the

troops, and \\aiile(| lo pas> il ;ilonu' lo us. Th*' com-

manding general. \on Ja'ot/ky. was already al the

edge of the city, on tlic Houlevard Mililaire. and w;is

expeeting to start into town al one o'clock. He wiia

lo march down the ("lianssee de Kou\ain, the houlo-

vards, and on! the oilier side of l!;e eily, where his

men were to Ite iMieani|)ed foi' t he pre -en! . Olher forces,

< on I para lively stnall. were I o occupy lh<* rail\\a\ stations

and the (iraiide IMace. M lh(> Hole] de Vill(> he was to

cslahlish llie head(|uarlers of the staff and adininister the

city govornnienl Ihroimh the regularly eonsliiuted

aulhorilies. If was ,ill worked out loa nicely, e\en to

tiie exact measures for policin:,^ the line of march.
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As the Garde Civique was withdniwn, tlu- i)nsoners
in t]ie German Legation knew thai tlicre was sonielliing

in the air and vcMitured forlli into 'h'- linJif of day.
They were not loui^' in learning just what had taken
plaee, and ealled upon us to e.\i)ress their tlianks for

what we had don<> for llieni. I suppose they will l)o

trotting away tor llicir own country hefoiv [licrc is

a ehancv to k»ek them up again. It must he pretty
dismal for tliem to he locked up without any news
of the outside world when Ihey don't know whether
tiicir armies are victorious or hadly hc-alen.

As I WHS aI)oul to .star! lo ^ r llic Iriumplial (>n(ry,

the Spanish Minister came along with his flay; flvinsr

from his motor, and liade us to go with him. W<> mad(»
off down the Boulevard and drew up at the Italian

Legation—two motors full of ns; (he whole staff of
the S|)ani-h Legation and ourselves. The Italian

]\lini>lcr hade us in to waich the show, which ue had
intended he .should do. This did not work out well,

so yi. de L"val and I sla.rted off down the .street

together. The fir.sl of Die Germans appeared as wo
stepped oil! the front door, and \.c ^aw liial lhc\- were
not coming over the route that had hecn v>riginally

planned. Instead, they were heading down the hill into
the lowe town. They proved to he tlit> trooi)s that were
to occupy the Grande Place and guard the liead(|uarter.s

of thcstalf at the Hotel de \'ille. We cut acn.-s Ihrough
sidj streets and came upon them as they were passing
Ste. (iudule. There was a sullen and depre-.>ed crowd
lim'iiL' the streets. ;ind not a sound was to he heard. It

would ha\(' hcen hetter had the crowd heeii kej)l olf

the streets, i>iil they hehaved won<lerfiilly well.
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A large i);irl of Ihc rr;is(>n for hringing the ricnnau
troops tlirougli liore was evident 1\- to impress Uie

I
opulac(> with flieir force and di>cipline. It was

a wonderful sigiil, and one wliieli I never e\i)eet to

see equaled as long as I live. They poured down the

hill in a steady stri'ani williout a pause or a hreak;

not an order was shouted nor a word exchanged among
iLc officers or nwn. All the orders and signals were
given by whistles and signs. The silence was a large

element of the inipn^ssiveness.

These troops had e\ideiitly licen kept fresji for this

march, and I should n(»t he at all surprised if it should

Ijrove that tlu^y had not seen any fighting. If they

have sulfered any losses, lluy Iiave closed up lli(>ir

ranks with wotHh-rful i)re(;ision and show none of the

signs of demoralisation. They had clearly licen at

great i)ains to hrush up and give tlie aj)i)earanc(> of

frishness and strength. Nearly all the men were
fredily shaven, and their uniforms had heen hrushed
and made as natty ;ind presentahle as ])ossii)le. They
swaggered along with a i)alpal»le ctforl to show that
thty were entirely at home, and tli;it they owned [he

l)lace. The oflicers looked over the heads of the crowd
in their best su[)ercilious maimer, and the men did

their best to imitate their superiors.

First cam(> some lancers—a eouple of battalions, I

should think; then there was a lot of artillery, rapid-

fire guns and field piei'cs. Then more cavalry and a
full reuimeni of infantry. WUvu the last conting.-nl

ol ca\alry <'ami' alonL% lli<y burst into song and kept
it up steadily. There was a decidedly triumphant
note, and the men looked meaningly at the crowd, as
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niiicli as lo say: "Xow flo you realise what your little

army wont up against when it triecl to block us?" It

seemed lo me pretty rough io ruli it In on them hy
singing songs of triumph as they rode into an imde-
fended city. If they had been attaei<;ed and Jiad

sueeeeded in driving the invader back into his own
eajjital it would be understandable; but it seemed to

me rather unnecessary to humiliate these people after

trampHug on th.eir poor country and slaughtering half

their army. It was more than de Leval could stand,

so I walked home with him to ihe Legation.

When we got back to the Legation I decided thai

I ought to s(H" all I could, so lilount and I went back
in his car. Lust we worked our way through to t):'

lower town and got a look at th(> CJrandc IMace.

There were a little mori- than two full battalions reeling

there, with their field pieces parkcil at the lower end
<if the square. Sui I s(iuads were bi'ing walked aroiuid

doing the goose step for the delectalion of lh(> lh)ii.s-

Ihii.rrlloi.s, who were kej)t a block away up the side

streets leading to the s(|uare. The men had their

arms stacked in the centre of the s<|uare, and were
resting hard—all but liiose who were sui)plying the

siv-ctacle.

From there we went down lo Luna Park, an nnnise-

menl place on the edge of the city. The stream was
l)ouring by there just as steadily as it had earlier in

the afternoon. We watched the passing of gnat
<|iiantilies of artillery. ea\alry and infantry, hussars,

i;ihee cyclists, ambulance atlendanls. forage men,
and g(M>dness only knows what else.

I have ui'ver seen so nnicli .system and such e(iuii)-

i
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HKMit. Tlic machine is rnlniiily woudrrful; and, no
matter ^\lla^ i> Ihc final i.s.-,ue ol" the war, nobody can
deny that so far as that part of tlie preparation went,

tlie (lernians were hard to beat. The most insignificant

details w(^re worked ont. and all eventnalities met
with promptness. The horses were sIhmI for a cam-
paign in the eounlry, and naturally there was a lot

of slii)pin,u on the sniootii cobble pavements. The
instant a horse went down there was a man ready
with a coars(> cloth to put under his head, and mother
to go under his forefe(4. so tlial lie would have some
grip when he tried to get up and would not hurt him-
self sli{)pitig and });nving at th(> cobbles. The mom<'iit

he f(>lK all hands niNlu'd to the rescue so effectively that
he was on his feet auain in no time, and tlie pro-

cession was baicly arrested. Tiie men's ki.s were
wonderfully complele and contained all sorts of things

that I had tiever s(>en or ii<-;ird of, so T turned for

explanation to l)a\is, who had come along and was
lost in admiral ion of the e(|uii)mcnt and discipline.

lie said he had b(>cii thronyh i)retlv nuich every
campaign for the la-l twenty years, and thought
he kucw the la-t woi'd in all sorts of e(]uii)ment, Iiut

that Ihiv iiad liiui stagg(>rcd. I began asking him
what a lot of tilings were for. and he frankly ailmitled

that he was as nuich in the dark as I was.

.V great many of the o'licers wore. ui)on their chests,

great eleclric searchlights attached to ballcries in their

saddle-bags. These are useful wIhmi on the march at.

night, and ser\<- lo rcail sign-posts aiid study majjs, etc.

The supply trains wvw right with the main body of

the troops, and were also carefully e(iuii)i)ed for jjur-
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po.^cs of di.spluy. Tlie kitcliciis were on wheels, aiul

each was drawn by four liorses. The sto\-e.s were
lighted and smoke was ])ouriiig from the chimneys.
The horses were in fine shai)e and hi huge ntinihers.

The troops marched down tjie right side of the

boulevard, leaving the left side free. Up and tlown

this side dashed officers on horseback, messengers on
motor-cycles and staff odicers in military cars. There
wvvc no halts and practically no slackin.; <»f the pan-,

as the great army rolled in.

Here and there came hirge motor trucks fitted out

as cobblers" sho^js, each with a dozen c<.l,bl(MN pounding
industiIou;;ly away at iiools thai were j)assed up to

them l)y the marching soldiers. While waiting for

repairs to be made, these soldiers rode on the running
boartl of the motor, which was broad enough to carry

them and their kits.

After watching them for a while, ue moved back
to the Boulevard, where we found the Minister

with the ladies of the f;iniily wIki Ii;h1 b("en i)rougli'

out to watch the j)assing show. We !iad liesitatcd to

bring them out at the Ix-ginning for fear that there

might be riots, or ev(>ii worse, prccipilaled by iue

foolhardy :i<'lion of >oiiie indi\i(Iuid. f'o:! unatcly,

th«Tc was nothing of the sort, and while Hie reception

given the troops was deadly sidlcu. they were (td'ered

no affronts llial we could see. The entry was efleeled

quietly, and perfect or.lcr has prc\ailcd <\fr since.

.Vfterwards ue dro\e oi;, to ihc ( (tunlry and watch' d

tJie steady stream marer its .source; si ill |)oiiriiig in,

company afl<'r coiupauy. rc^imeut after regimenl,

vith ap]>arenlly no end in sii'ht. We watched until
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after seven, and decided that tlie rest would lia\'e to

get in without our assistance. On tlie way back a

German nionophine flew over the city, and, lur 'ii^-

near the Hotel de Ville, dropped something that sj)it

fire and sparks. Everybody in the neighbourliood lei

out a yell and rushed for cover in the firm belief tjiat

it was another bomb such as was dropped in Xanuir.

It (Iroj)ixHl, sj)itling fire until fairly near th(> spire of

the H6l(>l dc A'ille, when it burst into ten oi- a do/.iii

lights hke a Roman candle—evidently a signal to Ihr

tnjops still outside the city—perliaps to tell lliem that

the occupation liad been peacefully acconiplislu'd. AVe

learncMl afterward that the Minister and Villalobar

were riding down the hill and the mfernal n'achine

seemed riglit over their car, giving tlxMn a nice start

for a moment. When I got back to t!ie Legation,

I found that the ^Minister had gone with Villalobar

to call on the Burgomaster and the German (ieneral.

They found the old genth'man in connnand at the city

Iiall, carrying on the government through the Bourgo-

master, who has .Milled down with re>iuiiation to his

ta.sk. II(> is tremendously down in the mouth at

having to give up his beautiful Grande riaci^ to a

foreign concjueror, luit he has the good sense to see

that he can do more good for his country by slaying

there and trying to maintaiu order than by getting

out with a linm (/rs'tc.

The first thing Ih" General did wa^ to excuse him-
self and go to lake a bath and gel a shave, whereiiixai

h<' rea])peari'd and amioun-'cd his readiness in piuceed

to the discussion of business.

The General said that he had no intention (jf occui»v-
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iiig the town jHTiiiaiu-nfly or of (juartoriag soldiers, or
otherwise Ixiilicring the inliahitaiits. He was sent
there to keep oi)eii a way so that troops could I)e poured
throi'yh toward iJie French frontier. Tliey expect to

be several days marching troops (lirough, and durln<'

that time they will remain in nominal control of the

city. Judging from this, there nuist be a huge army
of them coming. We shall perhaps see some of tlieni

aft(>r the big engagement, which is bound to take phice
soon, as Ihcy get ;i little nearer the French frontier.

IJrussels has not been occuj)ied by a foreign army
siuc(> Napoleon's time, and that was before it was the
caj)ilal of a fi'ce country. It has been forty-four years
since the ca])ilal of a European Power has had hos-
tile troops marching in triumi)h through its streets,

and the humiliation has been terrible. The Bi-lgians

liave always had a tremendous city patriotism and
have taken more priih- in their municipal achievements
than any jxvtjjle on (\irfh. ami it must hurt them more
than il coidd possibly hurl any other iKM)i)le. The
iiui7,oma>lcr, when he went out to meet General von
Jarolzky, declined to take his hand, lie courteously
explained that there was no i>ersonal allVont iiit(>nded,

but that under the circumstances he could hardly bring
himself lo oll'er evi'U such a purely perfunctory mani-
fe.vlation (»f friendshi]). The old ricneral. who nmst
be ji good deal of a man. rej)lie(l (|uietly that he entirely

uiidersliMid, and that uiHl''r similar circumstances he
would probably do the .same. The two men are <.n

exceedingly workable terms, but I <h)iri believe lliey

will exchange photograjjlis after tin war is over. Poor
JMax was iroiuL' to snend the wi'ht nt llw> H,M..l ,L.
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Villc. r\Ios,L ol' ]ii> assislunls cIi arcd oul for ilu" iii^lit,

])ut lie could iiol hring liiiiixll' l<. Iv.wv (lie hraiilil'iil

old biiilding cniircly in foiilrol of I he fiuMiiy. He
curled u]) and >lfi)t on the coiie]! in liis oflice. just for

tlic feeling il i;a\-e him that lir was niainlaiiu'ni;- sonic

sort of hold on I lie old place.

The ]\Iini-l( 1- arranged to lia\e his telegrams

accepted and Iraiisiiiit IihI willionl lo>s of lime, so we
shall soon get word home that we are si ill in the laud of

the living. "We wrote out our messagi' and sent it oU'

right after dinner, luil Custave I'l'ought it hack, saying

thai the telegrai)h office was closed and that he could

find no one to whom he co'.dd hand his himdle of mes-

sages. Evidently the orders fc- (he re-opening of 'he

place did not gvt around In time for onr purposes. V\\i

.shall try again I he first thing in the morning, and hoj)C

that some of the new>pa|)er men will have succeeded
in getting their >liilf out in some other way. They
were around in force ju>l afUr <]inii<'r and wild to get

an O.K. on their >tiilf, so thai il coidd he sent. Tl

(General had said Ihal h<- wauled the Minister's O.K.
on the men llieniMl\-es, nnd Ihal he liim>elf would
approve their messages after having them carefully

read to him. He ga\-e iiieiii .-in interview on alleged

(lerinan atrocities and will prohahly let llieiii scMid

through their st,)ries if Ihey j)l,iy Ihal up i)ro])erly.

After dinner I sta;-led oiil on my usual (^xjiCilition

in searc'h of new>. I found the Foreign Ollice closed,

and learned upon iiKjuiry that llie h'W remaining men
who had not gone !<» .Vntwei'i) were at home and would
not he around again for the j)re>enl-- thus we have no

dealings through the Foreign Ollice, hut niu.st do the
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best we can willi Ihe military autlioritics. I went
down to tlie Palace Hotel on tlie eliatice of pieking np
r .it tie news, hnl did ti-,1 have much hiek. The res-

taurant was liair fill(>d willi (uTman ofheers, who were
dining willi great gusto. The Belgians in tlie cafe
were gathered just as far away as possible, and it was
noti<'eahle tiiat instead of the usual row of conversa-
tion, there was a hea\y .silence brooding over the whole
place.

August ,:/, /,'y/.;.—So far as we can learn we are
still as completely cut oil" from the outside world as
we were yesterday. The General promised the Min-
ister lliat ihere w(»ul(l be no difficult v in sendintr his

telegrams, either clear or in eij)lier, but when we came
to sending them off. il was (luite another story.

The first thing tin's morning I made an attempt to

liaitd them in, but found all the telegrai)h ofTices closed.

At ten o'clock T went down to llie Hotel de Ville to

see tli<> Cieneral. who has taken over the duties of

Military Governor, and see what was the matt(<r. He
was away some\\li(>re and so was the Biirgomast<T, so

I contenled niy>elf with Nceing (me of I he Kciievins,

whom T had mel a number (jf times. He could not do
aiiylliing about il ou his own responsibility, but made
a careful memorandum and said that he would take
it upwilh the General, through the AFayor, when they
both got back. I also asked for Idis.srr-pa.s-Kfrs for

everybody in the shop, and he i)romis(>d to attend to

thai.

By hmeli llm(> w(> had received no answer from
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pocket full of telegrams and went down to the Hotel

de Ville once more. It is a depressing siglil. Tlie

Grande Place, wliieh is usually tilled with flower ven-

ders and a mass of ])eo])le coming and going, is almost

empty. At the lower end there are parked a numl)er

of small guns; in the centre, some camp kitchens,

with NUioke rising from the chinmeys. The courtyard

of the Hotel de A'ille itself, wlien^ so man}' sovenMgns

have hecMi n^ceived in state, was ..l!<'d with saddle-

horses and >norling motors. Th(^ discarded uniforms

of the (larde C'ivifiue were piled high along one side,

as if for a rumnuige sale. IJerr l)oltl(vs were ev(Ty-

where. In the beautiful (iiothic room, hung willi the

battle flags of several centuries, then^ are a hundred
beds—a dormitory for the officers who are not (juar-

tered at the ncMghbouring hotels.

The marvelous order and system which so (•( nipelled

our admiration yesterday were not in evidence. There

were a lot of sentri(\s at the door and they took (.'are

to jab a bayonet into you nnd tell you that you coidd

not enter; but any sort of reply scemi^d to sati>fy them,

and you were allowed to go right up to th(> landing,

where the (ieneral had established himself in slate at

a couplt^ of huge tables. Here confusion reigned

.supreme. There were staff ofFicers in abundance", but

none of them secured to have the slightest authority,

and the old man had them all so completely cowecl

that they did not dare express an opinion or ;isk f.ir a

decision. Tlie (ieneral hims(>lf is a little, tubby man,
who looks as tliough he might be about fifiy-fix-e; iiis

face is nvl as fire wiien it is not purple, and the \\;iy lie

rages about is enouiih to make Oh nu>us lrend)le.
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Tlic . lowd of fright.filed iK-ople who caiiie to Ihc Hotel
<!( \ ille for hiisscr-passcrs and ot]u>r i)fr,er.s, all found
their way sfraii^hl t(» his ofHee; no one was on hand to

.sort llieni out and distribute tliein anion-- the various
bureaus of the civil adininistralion. Kveu the staff

ofHeers did very little to sj)are their chief and head off

tlie crowd. They would come right uj) to him at his

taliK' and s]io\-e a piece crich'tili/c under In's nose, with
a Inniulous n-quest for a vise; lie would turn ujk)!!

I hem and growl "/?c/.v hos.nble; kcinc Zcii; laismz muis
(/r(iii(jnill<\ lion/ dv D .'" \\v switched languages
with wonderful facility, and his cuss words were
ecjually (^il'eetivc in any language that he tried. Just as
with us, ev<'ryone wanted something (luite out of the
quesliou and then insisted on arguing about the answer
tliat they got. A man would come up to the Ceneral
and say that he wanted to get a i)ass to go to Xanuir.
Tiie (ieneral would say imi)atiently that il was quite
impossible, that Cierman tr(K)ps were operating over
all that fiM-ritory and that no one could be allowed to
pass for several days. Then Mr. Man would say that
that was no doubt true, but that he must go because
he had a wife or a family or a business or something
else that he wanted to get to. As he talked, the Gen-
oral would be getting redder and redder, and when
about to explode, he would spring to his feet and ad-
vance upon his tormentor, waving his arms and roaring
at him to get tlu out of there. Not satisfied

with that, he invariably availed of flu^ opportunity of

Ix-ing on his feet to chase all the assembled crowd
down lh<^ stairs and to scream at all the officers in

at lc!!i!:!!M'i> V.:v \:-x\\-.y.
..11..wed ,.I1 il ! .

iiiij ltowu icj guiiicr.

I



110 A JOURNAL FROM OIR LKCATIOX 1\ P,F.Lr;nAr

Tlicn lie would sit down and go lliroi'.^li tlic same pcr-

fonnaucc from llie l)f^iniiiii,u'. I was iJicrt' otl' and on

for more than two hours, and I know that in that time

he did not do four minutes' continuous, uninterrupted

work. Had it not l)een for the poor frightened people

and the ycnei'al s(M-ioi: ness of llie situation, it would

have been screaniinulv fumiv and win'th staving indeti-

iiitely to see.

I had my sliare of the Irouhh's. I exi)lained my
errand to an aide-de-camp and asked him to see that

proper instructions were ui\cn for llie sendiiiy of the

telegrams. He took lliem and went away. TIkmi

after a few mimites he came gravely back, clicked his

heels, and announced that there was no telegraph com-
munication with the outside world and that he did not

know whei> it would be reestablished. I asked ];im

to go back to the (icneral, who in tiie meantime had
retreated to the (Jothic room and had locked himself

m with a grou]) of ofhcers. ]My fi-ientl came back

again, rather red in the face, and said that he had
authority to stamp my telegrams and let ihem go. He
put the rubber slanij) on them and said I could take

them. I said that was all very well, but where could

I take them, since the ti'legraph offices were closed.

He went off again and came })ack with the word that

the office in the central bureau was working for official

messages. I got into the motor with the Italian Secre-

tary, who had a similar task, and together we went to

the central bureau. It was nailed up tight, and the

German sentries on guard at the door swore to us by
their Ehrcnwort that there was absolutely nothing

doing.
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Back \\(> wciil io I ho Hold (Ic Villc. Our fri(-ri(l. the
ai(l('-(lr-caiiij). h;i<i (n^;ii)|)c;i[C(l. hi.-l we i^ol hohl of
anollier and askfd liim (o nil'(H-iii hiiiisrlf. Ilr wi-iit

away ami we >iK'iit a IVw niinutcs watchiiiy the Ccii-
cral l.Iow up cvci-yhody in sight; when the aidc-de-
caiup came Iiack. he sinihiigly announced that tliere

was no way of getting the messages out on tlie wire;
that tiie I«esl tiling we could do would he to send a
courier to Holland and telegraph from tliere. I told
liini to go back and gel another answer. AMieu he
came hack next time, he had the glad news that tlie

office' had really heen established in the post office and
that orders had been sent over there to have our cables
receiv(>d and sent at once. Away we went again, only
to find that the latest bulletin was just as good as the
others; the post oilice was closed up just as tight as
tiie other office, and the sentries turned us away with
a weary explanation that there was not a living soul
inside, as though they had explained it a thousand
times since they had been on duty.

By this time tlie wild-goose chasing was getting a
little bit monotonous, and wlien we got back to the
lieadfiuarlers, 1 announced with some eznpliasis to the
first aide-de-camp that I could reach, tliat 1 did not
care to do any more of il ; that I wanted him to get me
the right information, and do it right away, so that I

should not have to go back to my chief and report
any more futile errands. He went away in some
trepidation and was gone some time. Presently tlie

General came out liimself, seething in his best manner.
"A qui tout ce ias- dc dcpcclics?"' roars he.
A luoi, savs I,
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lie Uicu unnounccd in ;i voice of tliiuulcr that liny

wore all wrong and that ho was having licni rewritten.

Before I eonld snnnnon enoug)-. hreath to shout him

down and protest, he had g(>n(> into another room and

slammed the door. I rushed hack to my I rusty aide-

de-camp and told him to -'et me those telegrams right

away; he i \n\c back with word that they would he

sent after eorreclion. I said that under no circum-

stances could IIk'V s(mi(1 out a word over the signat(uv

of tl'.e American !\!ini>ler without lii^ having written

it himself. lie came back and said fliat he could not

get the cables. I started to walk into the ofiice mys< If

to get them, only to bumj) into the (lencral conu'ng out

with the messages in his liand. lb- threw them down
on a table and b''g:;ii tellini: a yoimg officer what cor-

rections to makf on the telegraph form itself. I pro-

t(>sted vigorously against any such j)r()eecding, telling

him that we should !»e glad to have his views as to any
errors in our message, but that he could not touch a

li'tler in any ollirial inessag*'. At this stage of the game
lie was sunnnoned to Ihf office of the Burgomaster and

rushed off with a string of oaths that would have made
an .\rizona eow-i)Uiielier lake olf his hat. The yoimg
officer startt-d cahniy inlfrlining the message, so I

reached over and look it away from him. with the

stafemen! that I would report to my diii-f wh.il had

liaijjx'ued. He was all allutlcr. and asketl that I

remain, as the (Jeneral would not l)e long. I could n<
'

.see any u>e ir waiting' longer, hin\c",-er, and made as

dignified a retreat as pu-,>iblc inid<'r the circiiiiislanc'>s.

Tlieie n<M-(' a nunilicr of ca!il<s in the handful I had

carr'ed ar)und that were Ix'iiu,' scnl in the interest
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of the German Covernment and of German subjeets,
and I took j^ood care to fell tli.- youni? man that while
we were ghul to do anything reasonable for them or
for their people, we Jiad stood for a good deal more
than they had a right to expect, and that these cables
would stay on my desk until such time as they got
ready to make a i)roper arrangement for our conuimni-
cations. Now we shall settle down and see what hap-
pens next.

^

When I got back to the Legation I found the Argen-
tine and Brazilian Ministers and the Mexican Charge
d'Affaires waiting fo liear the news of my mi.vsion. I

was rather hot under the collar, and gave an tmexpur-
gated account of what had happened. By this time
I was begiiming to see some of the humor in the situa-
tion, but they saw not)u"ng but cause for rage, and left

in a fine temper.

Just to sec what would liapixMi, we then proceeded
to put our cai)le in its original form into cipher, and
.send it back to Ihe General with a written reciucst that
it be sent immediately to Washington. It will be
interesting to .see what reply he makes. The Spanisji
Minister left some telegrams with him last night to be
.sent, and is quite sure that they were held uj), as he
has received no answers to any of them. To-morrow
he expecis lo put on his uniform and make a .solenui
official call on von Jarolzky lo demand that he l>c

granted free conimimicat ion with his government.
During the aflcrnooii a lot of corropondcnls came

in and gave an amusing account of what llie (ieneral
had done for them. He had received them cordially
and had given liicin a very pi.asing interview, making
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an extended statement about the alleged German
atrocities. Could they send their messages through

to their papers? Certainly! Of course the General

would liave to read the stories and approve the sub-

ject matter. Naturally! The boys sat down in great

enthusiasm and wrote out their stories, giving full

credit to the Gernuin army for the orderly way they

got in, the excellence of their appearance and behaviour,

and the calm that prevailed in the city. They tfK)k

these messages back and let the old cl ' read them.

lie j)l()wed his wi\y carefully through them and ex-

pressed his great satisfaction at the friendly expressions

of approval. He put his O.K. on them and handed

them back with the remark that they might send t!u>m.

The boys ventured to inquire how. "Oh," said the

(ien(>ral, "you can either send a courier with them to

Holland or to Germany and have them telegraphed

from there." Whereupon he rose and, bowing gra-

ciously, left the bunch so llabbergasted that they did

not wake up until lie w;is gone. He was most amiable

and smiling and got away with it.

The (ieneral commanding the forces now coming

through—von Arnim—got out a proclamation to-day

which was j)osled in the streets, warning the inhabi-

tants that they would be called upon for supplies and

might have troops (juartered upon them, and that if

they ventured upon hostile acts I hey would suffer

severely.

rilOCLA.\L\TI()N.

Burssi:i,s, Aiijriist 'iO. 1014,

Gornmii troops will pass thro.^li IJnissi'i.s to-day and the fol-

lowing (lays, and will Im- oMij^cd hy circuiiistanccs to call upon
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the city for lodging, food, und .siipi)Iics. All these refiuirements

V ill he settled for regularly through the coininunid authorities,

1 exj)ect the j)opulatiou to meet these necessities of war without

resistance, and especially that there sliall he no aggression against

our trooi)s, and that the supplies rccjuired shaU be promptly

furnished.

in this civsc I give every guarantee for the preservation of the

city and the safety of its inhabitants.

If, 'io\ve\('r, as has unfortunately hapj>ened in other phaces,

there are altat l-:s upon our troops, firing upon our soldiers, fires

or exi)losions of any sort, I shall he obliged to take the .se\erest

niea; ures.

The General Commanding the Army C'orjjs,

SIXT VON ARNIM.

The strongest thing so far was Ihe series of demands

made upon the eify and Pi'ovinw. The eity of Brus-

sels lias heen given three days to hand ov(t 50 million

francs in coin or hills. The (firmans also demand a

tremendous siijiply of food to lie furnished during the

next three days. If the city fails to deliver any part

of it, it nnisl pay in coin at a rate equal to twice the

market value of the supplies. The Province of Bra-

bant must hand over, by 'he first of next month, 450

millions of francs—00 million dollars. When you con-

sider that the total war indemnity imposed by Ger-

many upon France in 1870 was only i'nc milliards, the

enormity of this appears. Tpon one little province of

a tiny country they are imposing a lax equal to one-

tenth that imj)osed on the whole of France. H<nv on

earth they are ever to arrange to pay it, 1 cannot

possibly- see. I do not know what is to haitix'n if they

fail to make g<K)d, but I have no doubt that it will be

siinielliiiiL' oretfv dreadful.
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This afternoon the Germans went into the Ministry
of War and the Foreign Office, and searclied through
tlie archives. It nuist have been an entirely futile

proceeding, for all papers of any interest were removed
to Antwerp when the Government left. The higher
officials who were still here were kept in the buildings
to witness the search—a lu^edless humiliation. There
is talk now of a search of the British L(>gation, but we
have heard nothing of it and (wpect that will not be
done without asking our permission first.

Brmscls, August 2?, 7.91}.—Another day with much
to do and no great results.

This nidrning. at 7 o'clock, General von Jarotzky
arrived at the Legation and was all smiles. It appears
that my action, in making known my displeasure at
Lis l)ehaviour and that of his staff, had a good etfect.

We have heard, from several sources, that he blew
up everybody in sight yesterday af'enioon when he
came out from the Burgomaster's office and learned
that I had departed in bad temi)er. He knows that
nobody dares to oppose his acts or views, but just the
sam(> he gave them fits for not having made me stay
and attend to my case. Be that as it may, he appeared
with liis rhi(>f of Staff, and s»>nl up a nuvssage that
brought the Minister down in Im^ pajamas and dressing
gown, lie eNi)res>(>(i great regret for the "nn'sunder-
standuig" of yesterday evening, and assured the
Minister thai Ijiere would be no further <;au>e for
complaint on our i),irl. lb- had in his hand the leie-

gr;ini which w<' had sent him the evem'ng b<>fore -fhe
very same tele.irram which we had !)eeii Irvin.r i,. ,„.f
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oil" ever since [\iv (irniian occupation o'" the city. lie

had siiinctl cacli pai^c of the nic.s.sa<;c, and had aflix(>d

liis stiuiip with an order tliat it he inmiediately trans-

mit led. lie e.\i)lained to the Minister tJiat tlie best

tJiin<^' to do was for liini to take it in person to the ofHco

of the Director of the Bureau of Telegraphs, wlio had
ah-eady r'-ccived instructions on the subject.

Tlie servants were tlirown into a jjcrfect panic by
the arrival ol the Gcitcraux. It took some argument
to c-onvince them tliat the Germans would hardly
need to send two generals to take them into custody,
even if they had any reason to desire them as prisoners.

About ten o'clock I was starling lo go down to the

telegrapli of lice, lo send the messages, when the Spanish
Minister drove up in his big green car with the Sj)anish

flag flying at the fore. We told him our story, where-
upon he announced that lie also had telegrams to send
and tJial he would go with us. We drove in slate

lo the lelegrai)h office, and found that the entrance
which had been indicated to us was the alley through
whicii the mail wagons drive in the good days when
there are any. Before an achniring (;rowd, we descended
and n.ade our way among Prussian troojji'rs through
the noisome alley to a small side door, where we
were stopped by a sentry who stuck a bayonet in our
general direction aJid said we couKl go no further.

I was immediately thrust into the foregroimd as the

l)rilliant (jertnan scholar; and. limbering up my licavy

German artillery, I attacked him. The sentry blanched,
but stood his ground. An officer came up as reinforce-

ments, but was also limiled to the German tongue;
.... TK., -1 1,1... -J- 'il I (»ii «»••.
^v>* i iiiiU lU

**-^"^"P *^ ^p> V*iiii two iUii-grOvvU ^VilillslciS
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behind me tliinkinir up impossihle things to he trans-

lated into tlie ]i()|)rhvss tongue. Tlie officer, who was
a genial soul, announeed as though there were no use
ever again to appear at tliat jjartieular i)laee, that
the instruments had all Iieen removed, and that there
was absolutely no way of sending any messages—no
matter from whom they came. We told him that we
had come at the special request of the General himself.
He replied that that made no -iilference whatever; that
if there were no wires and no instruments, there was
no po.-.ible w .y of sending the messages. After three
or four repetitions, the Minister and I began to under-
stand that there was no use haggling about it; but
the Spanish -Minister was not so lightly to be turn«>d
aside and took I'p the cudgels, himself bursting into
the German language. He stood his ground valiantly
in the face of a volley of long words, but he did not
get any forrader. Prince Ernst de Ligne came in with
a permit from the General to send his messages, and
joined forces with the Spanish Minister; but the poor
offic( cor'! only shrug his shoulders and smile and
repeal what he had already said a score of times.
Mr. Whit lock and I began to laugh, and had a hard
time to control ourselves. Finally we i)revailed upon
them to return to the Hotel d(; A'ille. The Min-
ister was beginning to get even n,adder than he
was yesterday, when I g(-t back with my story of the
way I had sj)ent the aftiTnoon, going from one wild
goose chase to another. We got the Burgomaster in
his private office and i>laced our troubles before liim.

He understood the importance of the matter and sent
for tho Gf>Tn>r'il TT.i .i»->.^^.....>,J Cm Kvvj
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his lieels, and iiKjiiircd wlicllicr we had coiiu' in ivgard

to tlic nialh-r of Iclc-i'anis. The old I'ox knew i)crftctly

wcll Dial we had. and was ready for ns. We liad come
to the conchision—which 1 had reached yesterday
afternoon and held all hy myself—that the old man
was jockey! »ii;'.

lie listened lo wjiat we ha.d to say, and then said

that there was no means of nmmnicalion with the

outside world; that he had ji!>l learned it a h^w minutes
l)efor(\ It is hardly necessary to say that he had been
fully posted from the minute he set foot in the town.

The Spanish Minister was rather sarc-astic about his

opinion of a (ien(>ral who would venture to occupy
a capital without beinu in po>s(>ssion of means of

telegraphic communication. The old soldier was in

no mood for argumenl on ab.-irat-'. (juestions, and was
pUniug for too big stakes to stop and dicker, so he
passed this oxer lightly and suggested that wc go
back and discuss witji tlu> Direcler-General of Tele-

graphs th<' possibilities of rei'-stablishing conniiunica-

tions. Then the Si)anish Minister let loosi> on him,

and announced that il was not consistent with the

dignity of re])res(>ntativt-s of World Powers to spend
their time standing in back alhys disputing with

soldiers who l)arre(l the way and refused to honour
the instructions of their General. He threw in hot
shot until the elfeet told. He said plaiidy that the

General was full of fair words and promises and agreed

to anything that was asked of him, but that when
we went to do tlie things he had authorised, we were
batned l)y subordinates that t(K>k it upon 'hen '

.-es

lo uisregaid Ihese orders—the inlimalioii berig ci. veriy
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conveyed lliut tlieir aelioii might not he uncoii'ieeted

willi in.slrueiic ti> from ahove. The old man tlicii

dronped his hhill", and a.sked what we wanud. We
a-sked liial he send for the Direetor-Generah and gi\-e

lu'ni, in our presence, the instrnctions and anthcisatiou
necessary to enal lie him to reestahlisji comnnmic aiion
with the onlsi(l(> world, and instrnct iiini lo receive

and send all (.'[ieial messa::es for the Legations of
nentral Towers. There was no way out, short of daily
f-efusing to give us our right to eoiiuuunicale with our
g(tvernnients, so the Direelor-deneral was >enl for

and !h(> liurgomasler wrol.- out, al our dictation, '.e

most general and (•oi!ii)rehen>ive orders to meet ,.r

wisjies in all n. .Iters of (;lli(ial business. Tlie (iiMural
signed the order and instructed the Director-C.eneral
to go ahead.

TJie Director-General was a poor soul who could
see nolhing Imt 'rchnical dilficulties in evcr\lhin<'
IJiaf was proposed. He lehntantly agreed to every-
thing t.'iat he was ,.|d lo d,,, and there is no tellin;;

when oiH- stories will get oil'. He loi.l u^ I hat >\lien

the (iermans had occupied I he lelegiaph liureaii.

instead of simply di-conneet in;; the instruments and
placing a man there to see that connnunical ion ua-
not recslahlished, i lie oHicer in coinniand had hatlered
down the door leading lo the r .of and had -lathed all

the WM-es uilh his Nilire. As there wen Hire

hundred wire- leading Of iu' ollii'e. it

or lour

will 1h-

a tremeiKJon^ joj, t,, gel them all logelli<'r again.

\\e also lock oc" sioii ju ;irr;iiiL;e- f..r the iNMunM-e
of .v(//,/ roiiiliiils for :ill the memhers of the Legations
and for such memhers of the foreiiMi colonies unijer
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our prolcclion as we care lo vouch fur. Food is getting

vtM-y scaiTf I)cc;uise of the ciioriuous (k'niands of the
(k'rniiius, ;ni(l we told von Jarotzky thai \v(^ should

('xi)cct tiiat h<' make arrangcnu-nfs to see that our
colonic-, should not suffer from the requisitions—that,

ample food l)<> n-scrved to keep them idl as long as it

might ])c found necessary for them to stay liere. lie

agreed to this, hut I don't see just how he is to arrange
it in practice. There are about fifty thousand men
(;ampiiig within a few miles of Ihussels, and anolhcT
Arn)y Corps is now marching in. Th(» food for all the

people must ' supi)lied hy tiie cily~all importations

from I lie oul>i(le world have l)eeii suspenck'd for days.

It is a pretty l)ad situation, antl if will prol)al)ly get

a great deal worse before long. I don't know whether
we sliall gel <lown lu eating !ior>e an<l dog, but it is

not altogether imjjrobable. Thai is one of these things

that it is inferi'sting to read about afterward.

W<' spent nearly two homs at the Hotel de Vilie,

and got in a good deal of talk that will l)e of service

to all sorts of j)eo|)le. \\hen we got back, \\v found
tlie chancery full of p(>oj)Ie who were waiting for us to

tell them ju>t how they tonld send telegrams and
letters, and gef nassporfs and jHTmifs to pass through
the lines in ; possible direct i(»ns. Hcfore leaving I

had dictated . hulletin which was posted in the hallway,

staling that there wen* no connnunieaf ions with the
outside wor!,l i)y rail, tclegrai)h or post, and ihaf no
l(U.sscr-p(is.s(r.s- would be graiite<l by the authorities

until conditions had changed, nnd thai the Legation
ci.iild not issue any sort of pajHTs which would enable
people lo leave in safety.
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About four o'clock, McCutc!i(>on, Irwin and Cobb
breezed in, looking like a lot of tramps. Several days
ago they liad sailed blissfully away to Louvain in'

a

taxi, which they had picked up in front of tlie lictel.
When they got there, they got out and started to
walk about to see what was going on, when, l)ofore
they could realise what v as happiMiing, thev found
themselves in the midst of a iJelgian n-treaV hard-
pressed by a German adxance. They were caught
between the two, and cx-npvd with ^heir lives by
flattening themselves up against the side of a house
while the firing continued. WIkmi the row was over,
they were left high and dry with no taxi-i)f course
it^ liad been seized by the relnating troops—and
with no papers to justify their i)res(>n(v in Louvain
at such a time. Tluy decided that U best thing
to do was to go straight to the (Jerman head(iuarters
and report. They were rec(>iv(>d W(>11 enough, and
ti.ld to lodge themselves as best they could and stay
mdoors until it was decided what was to be done with
th'-m. They wen> told that they might be kept prison-
ers here, or even sent t„ H, rliu, but that no harm
wouhl come to th,>m if they behaved themselves.
The (»rdcr had g(,ne out that if a single shot was
fired at the (ierman lroo|)s. from the window (.f any
hou.se. everybody in the house was to Ik- innnediately
taken out atid shot. \..t wishing Ic, risk any such
unpleasant end. they n-nl.>.l all Ihc front

'

rooms
of a house and spread IIieiUMhvs through all the
rooms, so tha! they could be >ure Ih.il noboilv did
any slaughl.'riiig from ll,(<ir house. Thev werelhere
for three .lays, an.j uere told lo-day that they might
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take tiiomsclvcs li(nic(>. They ciuuv back lo Brussels
in the same clotlics (hat llicy liad worn for the past
three days, unsliMven and dirty. ^Vhen they drove
up to the front door this afternoon, they were nearly
refused achnit lance as Ix'iug too altogether disrepu-

table.

This <>vening. when T went to sec my old friend the
General, just before dinner, he lold me that he had
had news of a great battle near Melz. in which the
French army had been cut off and practically destroyed,

with a loss of l.'i.OOO j)risouers. It sounds about as

probable as some of llic other y.ini>. In view of the

lact that m\ friend had no lelegraphie conununieation,

1 was curious to know uheic he got his infornuition,

but my genll(> (pieries did not bring forth any news on
that point.

The (Jeinians now (>\pect to cstabli-^h themselves
for some time iiere in iiru>s(-ls. Tiiey are going to

oecuj)y fh<' \arion- govei'nmeni;d departments, and
it is (|uite possible that for some time we shall have
to deal exclusively with them. The (SoveiTuuent to

which we arc a<i tedited has faded away, and we are

left here with a condition and not a theory. We shall

have to deal with llie condition, and I am not at all

sure that the condition will not rcfiuire some j)retty

active <lealing with. I-'nnctionaries are to be brought
from IJeriin lo administer the \arious dej)arl incuts,

M) that it is evidently e\|)ec|ed that the o( ijpatioii

is not to III- of ;i I' li j)()iai\- cliaiacter.

Later.—After writing the foregoing. I went njjstairs
.....I i: I

aii-.i — 1.1 f i 1 f _ • „
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wlu) were lied in) at Loiivaiii. Xow that tlicv arc salVlv

out of it,tlR'y can see the i'uuiiy side of it, hul il was
c(>rtainly prolty datit^crotis \vliilt> it lasleil. Moiisii-ur

(U- Lcval is overcome with admiration for tl'-'ir sutnj-

froid, and marvi>ls at the race of men we breed.

They seem to liave made themselves solid witli the

Germans before they had Ix^eii there loiii;-; it would
be hard i>.<: anybody to resist that crowd any length of

time. Of course Ihey never saw their taxi aj;ain after

getting out to scout for the battle, and whenever the

Major wjio had the duty of keeping them under sur\-eil-

lancecame to take a look at them.Cobb would work up
u soI)-s]iaken \()ice and ])lead for liberty and j)crmissioii

to return to Brussels. lie was always at ><tme j)ains

to (>\i)lain that it was not his life he was worrying
about, but the haunting thought of that taxi rimning
up at t!ie rale of fifty centimes every three nn'mites.

After a while he got the Major's funny bone located,

and then all was well. He so comj)leteIy got into the

ofhcer's good graces that he promised to .send us word
that they were .sife and well,—and then fail-d to do
so.

While the Cicrmans occupied the city, all inhabitants

were re(|uired to be indoors by ( ight o'clock; a light

had to be kcj)! in every window, and the blinds left

open, so that any one moving could be clearly -ecu from
\\\v .street. The windows lliemselves were to be closed.

Do.M'h .said he woke u|> about four o'clock one morn-
ing with his head .splitting: tlie lamp was smoking ami
the air \ile with smok(« and smell. He <lecide(l he
woulil i)refcc to be shot than die of headacli(\ so

deliberatel\' LTcjt no and onened his window Tlip
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story loses its jioint hy the fact that after violating
this strict rule, he was not taken out and shot.

They said it wa- really pretty d—adfiil. From tjieir

window, tli(y saw, every little wliil. , a i-roup of soldiers

lead soni(> poor frij^'hteird Ik'liiian to a little cafe
across lli(^ slreet: several officers were sitting' at one
of the tables on the sidcnvalk, holdin.i,^ a sort of drum-
head court martial. AVhile they were examining the
case, a s(|uad w(.uld he marched around behind the
railro.id station. A few minutes later the prisoner
would be marched around by another way, and in
a few minutes there woidd be a volliy and the troops
would be marched back to their post; then, after a
little while, a s' etcher would be bromiht out with a
body in civilian clothes, a cloth over the f.ice. Some
ol the prisoners were women, and there were screams
before the >liols were fired. It nuist have been a
dreadful ordeal to go tlm)U"li.

Bnis.srh, Aiuju.,1 .7, ]91>,.-~-T\w .lay after my last
<Mitry I started on a trip lo Antwerp, got through the
lines and managed to wriggle back into Brussels hist
night after reeslablivhing telegraph comnnmicatifm with
the Depart meni and having a runnber of ofh(>r things
ha'piXMi lo and around af)out m(\

^
All 1 can remember iiow of I he J;},!

is that it was a
Sunday, and that we could hear cannonading all day
long from the east. It was hard to tell just where it

cauK' from, but it was probably from tlie direction
of Wavre and \annu-. It was drizzly all day. The
(Jermaii troops conlimied to pour through tlif citv.
From lime lo lim(>, durimr the last f.^v ,I,,-^ «K-.":„
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ni.'ircli liiis ])vvn intcrruptod for a couple of hours

at a time. a])[)ar('nlly as a rv>n\[ of a (K'lerniiucd

attempt ou the i)ait ()f llie Fr(>iu'h and Eughsli

to stop the steady flow of troops toward llie French

frontier. Eacli time we eould liear the booming of the

cannon, the deep voices of the (urman guns and t le

sharp, dry bark of the French. At night we have

seen the -searchhghls looking for the enemy or flashing

signals. Des])ite the nearness of all this fighting and
the sight of the wounded being brought in, the streets

barred off to keep the n(<isy traffic away from the

liospitals, and all llie olher signs of war, it has still

been hard to realize that it was so near us.

Our little Cerman General, von Jarotzky, has kept

clicking his heels together and j)romising us anything

we chose to ask. We have run around day after day
with our telegrams, and not one has got farther than

the Hotel de Villc Being naturally somewhat touchy,

we got tired of this after a few days, and deei(l(>d that

the only way to get any news to Washington was for

me to go to Antwerj) and get into direct connnunicalion

over the cable from there. We got our telegrams ready

and n.ade a last try on the (it-neral Monday morning.

lie was still effusively agreeable and assured us that

iie had determined to i)lace a military field wire at

our disposal so that we could connnunic;ite with

Washington via Berlin. Our previous experiences had
made us suspicious, so it was dccidt^l that while

depositing our mes^.ii;es here. I w( ild make a try at

getting through the lines and send \ liatevcr T thought

best from Anlwcrj) or any olher plact' I could reach.

We told the (umh ral frankly what we intended to do,
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anil he was all .siDiies and anxiety to please. At our

reiiuest lie had an inipo.sin<,' passport made out for

nic. signed wilii Jiis hand and authorized with his seal.

Tlu^ Burgomaster wrote out an ecjually good letter for

us when we reached the Belgian lines. Providence

was to lake care of us while we were between the lines,

and, just to make it unanimous, lie did.

'\^e wanted to get away during the morning, but one
tiling after anotlier came up and I was kept on the

jiuup. We had to stop and worry al)out our news-
p;iper eorn^spondents, wlio have wandered o(F again.

Morgan came sauntering in during ilie morning and
announced (liat he and Davis had set out on fool to

see whether lliere was any fighting near Hal; they liad

falliMi in with some (iernum forces advancing toward
Mons. After satisfying themselves tluit there was
notliing going on at Ilal or Enghien, Morgan decided

tliat he liad had enough walking for one day, and was
for coming hom(>. Davis felt that they were too near

the front to give up, and with a Shcrl(Kk Holmes
sagacity announced that if they stuck to these (lernuui

troops, they would succeed in locating the French and
British armies. ^Morgan thought this so probalde that

he was all for coming back, and l(>ft Davis tramping

along behind an ammunition wagon in search of adven-
ture. He found it.

After getting out of their trouble at Louvain,

McCulcheon, Cobb aiui Lewis set forth on another

adx'culure. There are. of course, no motfir <'ars or

carriages to be had for love or money, so they invested

in a couplt" of aged bicycles and a tloukey cart. Cobb,
.. 1 :.,i._. f .„ ..!. 1 1 J ^ I I -_ e 11
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lo]) (jf I lie (loiikt'V carl, and llic otlur two pedalled

alon^'>id(' on tlicii- \vlicel.>. They nnisl have ])eeii a

funny outfil. and al hi>t aceounls were getting' along

in good style. The air is filled with nervousness, how-
ever, and lh(>re is a constantly increasing list of peo])le

who ari' being tlirown into jail, or sjiot as spies, and
lliere is little time i'or careful and ])ain^taking trials for

wanderers wlio an^ picked up inside the lines of tl.e

fighting armies and are unahle to rendei- a con\incing

account of themselves. I shall he rather uu^omfort-

al)le about them until they reappear.

^Vhile we were wailing for the final formalities for

our trip to he acc()mpli>lied, I invested in a wrist

watch and goggles. We also bought a fuzzy animal

like a Teddy bear, about three inches high, and tied

him on the radiator as a mascot. He made a hit with all

hands and got a valuable j;rin from several forl)idding-

looking (lermans. We had signs on the car fore ami
aft, nuirking it as the car of the AnnM-ican Legation,

the signs being in ])oth French and (lerman. As we
were the first to try to n:ake the Irij), we thought it

up to us to neglect nothing that would help to get us

tlirough without any uni)leasant shooting or bayonet-

ing.

After formally fding all our telegrams with the Ger-

nuui General, Blount and 1 got uiuler way at Jialf-p'st

two. We j)ulled out through the northern end of uio

city, towiird \'ilvorde. There were (it-i'man troops and
supply trains all along the road, but we w(>re not

.stopped until we got about half way to Vilvord.'.

Then we heard a loud roar from a field of cabbages wo
... ;,. _ - ;,..- ..,. ! I. 1 :.. ! !' _„ > ! r
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Ix^'lter simu'il iiy I^iirj^omastcr M,i\ nMiiic^tiiif: the IScluiaii au-
thorities to allow Mr. (iil)soii to |>a>s tlirougli tlie lines on his
way to Aiilwtrii. This was one of the hist (focunients sipied
by the nnrtioinaster before he was sent to Germany as a
prisoner of war.
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looked like a review of Ihe Knights of Pythitis. A mag-

nificent -looking man on horseback, wearing several

orders, surrounded by a staff of some ten or twelve

others, was riding toward us through the cabbages,

waving angrily at us to stop. The whole crowd sur-

rounded the car and demanded hotly how we dared

venture out of town by this road. While they were

industriously blowing us up, the Supreme Potentate

ol)s<>rved the sign on the front of the car, gesanut-

scMAFT DKK VEHKixiGTKX sTAATEN, whereupon he came

straightway to salute and kept it up. The others all

saluted most earnestly and we had to unlimber and

take off our hats and bow as gracefully as we could,

all hunched up inside a little racing car. Then I

handed out our pass, which the chief of staff read aloud

to the asseml)led notables. They were all most amiable,

warned us to proceed with great caution, driving slowly,

slopping every hundred yards, and to tear back toward

town if ])opping began in our inmiediate neighbour-

hood. They were so insistent on our not getting ia

the way t)f bullets that I had to assure them, in my
best rusty (ierman, that we were getting into this

ragged edge of their old war simply because it was

necessary for business reasons and not because of any

ardent desire to have holes shot through us. They all

laughed and let us go our way with a final caution.

From that time on we were in the midst of German

patrols. We religiously observed the officers' advice

to drive slowly and keep a lookout. Five minutes

latcM- we began to meet peasants running away from

their homes in the direction of Brussels. They reported
x; _i J." _ _ > r t; ...1 .-'J il.-f ;--- -T-£i
llgiiXHl^ nCUji *\iiiiilie3, ciim otiiLi Liiat \\\^ V» vT V^ A v«4AAAAAAa,
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straight i„to ft. TJuy wrn> a I.a.ily frigJaened lot. We
decided tl.at the only ,hi„. „ ,,, ,,,, ^^ ^^^^^^
feeling onr way carcfnlly, and «>,ne back or wait if
lnng.s got too hot for us. ANY- wr-.e .stopped several
times by tro()p.s eros.sing the road to get into trendies
Uia were already preparc.l, and once had to wait
while a b,g gnn was p„i in place. It was a ticklish busi-
ness to eonu> around a lurn in the n,.d and liglit on ahundred nu-n sneakin.g along bc-hin.l a hedg,. wi(h their
rifles ready lor n.stan' action. Just b(>yond Epp<.ghemwe met a troop of cavalry c,au<.ying a high cart filled
With p<..sants, who had en-dently been laken prisoners.The officer in charg<> was a nervou. , hap. who came
nding a us, bran.li..hing his revohvr. which he had
tied to the ponnnri ,.r his sa.ldle with a long eonl Ifewas most indignant that we had b.-.n allowed to come
this far an, rehu-tanlly adnn-|ted that onr pass was
l^ood All the tune |,e .alknl will, us, and told us of
t '•• skirnnshing ahead, he kc.,,t waving that large bhm-
'••'•l.uvs n. our fa.rs. I tri..! a lilll.. huniour^.n him
•y >.-iying, as ru-aily as ll„. unwi.^ldv >lrucluiv of the
-erman tongue would p.-n,ul :

- PlraM- point that thin^^
llie other way; yon ean n,-ver tell u|„,, it mav -o ol?
i'Md hurt souK-body.- 11. ua. .juile ..ulemc about it
'oweye.. and a^Muv,! u> that he had .u.,fe<.t control
<>v*T it. en,ph,-,s,>nig his n marks by .naking it und.-r
our nose. I was glad to ,,..( oul of his ,,,n,.-. for I
v.n y b,-lu.v<. that if souH.bod.x lud shouted ho,,' he
'^•'"'d ''"•'V'- let tliat wun -.ir will, a ImU".
Tue (..nnan olli,..,.. „, ,,l,,,,, ,^ ,,

,";
,..,^,^, ,;,,^^. ,^^

'"--". Ilul Ih. Hehuns u..,v advan.„„. and that
several skin.ush.s|,,,d |..kr„ ,.1,,.,.; that a big .,,.M.rc-
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mcnt \va.s expected during llie niglit or in the morn-
ing. We passed the last of the German outposts about
two miles this sitk* of Malines, but for fear we might tell

on them, they would not lell us whether we liad any
more of I heir kmd ahead of us. We sliot alo/.g through
tlie open eountry, l)elweeH the last Gernuuis -^iid the

edge of .Malines, at a fairly good rate, and kept a look-

out for the English flag, which we had been given to

understand was Hying from the tower of the Cathedral,

That is what we IkuI hi .-n given to understand in Brus-
sels, but along the road they were very noncommittal
about the whereabouts of the Hrilish troops. When
w finally did get a clear view of the Cathedral spires,

we saw the Belgian flag standing straight out in the

good breeze tiiat w:.^ blowing, and wliile that showed
that the Knglisb lrooi)s had not taken over 'he place,

it at least coiiviiKvd u.-> that the (ierinans were behind
us. As we drov*' through the little suburb on this side

of the canal which runs through the cdg<> of the town,
we foiuid that al' the houses were battened up tight.

One lone niaii, who came out from a little cafe, told

us that th«' (Jcrmans had ln-eii through about fifteen

minutes before, and had hot up the town, until they
were driven olf by a >Miall t'oni- of Belgian cavalry

which h;id appearid fiotn now here and had as (juickly

gone back to tin- ^anle place. Xol knowing what
forces were P'ady to start in again on short notice, all the
inha^litanl-^ who wrrc fortunate enough to ha^e ((>llars

were hiding in them, and thr re^t were trying to get into

town as lM'>t Miry could, lca\ini; their belongings.

When we n aclird llie canal, we fo-nnl that the

drawbridge hail been taken nj). and that there was no
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way to get across. Tlu-re were a few Kondarnies on
tlie otlier side, and a few carts on our side of (l.e caiial
A.l were anxious to get across, but the Bu.-oii.asler
had ordered traffic suspended until things had (juieled
dovvn. \\e prevai'ed upon a genial gendarme to run
hack an<l get orders to govern our special case. Vfler
waving our credentials and showing how much in-
fluence we had with the local administration, we
were quite popular with the panic-stricken p(>asanls
who wanted to get into town. Orders came vrrx- soou
and w<- made straight for the Hotel de \-iiIe to' thank
the Burgomaster for letting us in. aud also to T)i,k
lip any news he had as to conditions. We did not' <rot
any great amount, however, as he could not gvl ovvr
the fact that we ha.l com,> straight through from
Brussels without having l.een sh,>t hv tl.e'(unnan
or tJie Belgian patrols, who w,-re 0,1! \\ilh uv<lvi: to
I>K-k up strays lik<> us. \\\. (H.hI scvcrd times f, ..rt
information out of him, hut he couhl ,h. nothi,,... hut
marvel at our luck, aud .hove .•,!! a! v-ur y.Aw/r.v.vr. whichHt h.mquite howled uv.-r. W. gave i,im up .nid w.ut
our way. He has had otlxT tliiugs io marvel ..hout
since.

Not far <.u' of Maliiies, we ran into the fir>| Br|..iau
outiMKst. WUvu uv wrre al.out fifty yard,> from !'..„,
th.y surgrd aero.. H... road aud I.egau I.-audidnng
rides, swords, lance, a vcrital.l,- ar.uorv ..f dradiv
weapons. J{|ounl ,,ut on the emrrunuv ' i.r.k,.. .mdue ucn- hracmg for ,|iii,.k and voluhir rspjaimli ,s
^^iH'U wc.au (hat Ihry w.mv all grinm..^ hroa.llv and
...at each on.- ua. >t niggling to gc our ,>arl'icular
attention. \\,- had our laisscr-pa.srrs in our h.ands
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and waved Ihciii in tlie air. Xo one would pay tlie

slightest heed to ilieni. From the hubbub that was
.seething about our ears, we learned that ten minutes

or so before they had finished a Uttle brush with the

Germans, and that the articles they had been waving
in our faces wer(> tlie lro{)liies of the combat. Each
fellow was anxious to show us what he had taken, and
to tell just how he had done it. They seemed to take

it for granted that we were friends and would enjoy

the sight, and share their delight. One of the boys

—

a chap about eighteen—h(>ld aloft a huge pair of

cavalry boots which he had pulled off a (ierman he

had killed. It was a curious mixture of childish pride

and the savage rejoicing of a Fiji Islander with a head
he has taken. We adnn'red their loot until they were

.satisfied, and hen prevailed upon them to look at our

jtapers, which they did in a perfunctory way. Then,
after shaking hands all round, they sent us on with

a cheer. We were hero-curiosities as the first civilians

who had got through from tlie (icrman lint\s since the

occupation of Hrussels. And jM-rhaps we were not

glad to be safely inside the Relgiae, lines' It was
neivous work thai far. but once inside we found every-

body friendly and got through without any trouble,

although w(> were stoi)i)ed every kilometer or so. Soon
after we p.issi>d the first outposts, we l)egau passing

iJelgian troops advancing toward Ma!in<vs in large

force. TIm\' seemed in good spirits and ready for

an\lhing. Our position here lias gone steadily up since

tlie beginning of lh<' liostilit ies. aiwl everywhere we
went, the Hag was cli red and wc got a warm wflcome.

This forward ni(».-eiiient of t!ic troops was a part of
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a concerted operntioti by wliicli tlie Belgians were to
attempt to pujili through to Brussels while tlie .in
German army was engaged in attacking Mon^ and
Cliarleroi.

About twelve kilometers out of Antwerp, we were
stopped at a little house and asked if wr .vould take
a wounded man into town to tlie hospital. Re ^d
been shot through the hand and was suffering from
shock and loss of blood, but was able to clu>w i a huge
chunk of bread all the way into town. lie had no
interest in anything else, and, after trying one or two
questions on him, I let him alone and watched the
t:-()oi)s we were passing—an unbroken line all 'he wav
m.

^

The main Belgian army and a lot of the (uirde
CivKjue were inside the ring of forts and wer(> all
being i)ut or. the nnid with full contingents of supply
wagons, ambulances, and even the dog arfillerv. Tliese
little chaps came tugging along the road and turned
then- heads to bark at us with enthusiasm.

For a mile or so outside tiie cmrbtk; which has been
thrown up around the town, th(> nr^U are h.avily
imiied. and small red flags planted between the cobbl.s
to warn passers-by to tread gciiHy and gingerly. Wo
did not re(iuire the urging of the sentries to make us
proceed with cauli..n over these places, which were so
delicately mine.l that heavy carls uere not allowed to
pass. I I)reathcd more easily wlieii we were once out
of this.

We found 111.' niihl.'.ry hospital and liaM.hvi over our
woim.led s.,ldit-r („ |h,. allrnd;,nts, who bundled him
msaie an.l I hen nisl,..l back to hrar uhat we could
tell them. Tln^y had not heard a w..rd froni liie
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or 'side world—or nitlior from our part of the outside

World—since the withdrawal of the Belgian army to

Antwerj), and they greeted us as they would greet

f -llow-being.- returning from a journey lo Mars. They

had a few newsj)apers which were being published in

Antwerp, and handed them over to us, we being as

anxious a> they for the news tl it we had not been

able to L^et.

From the hospital we drove to the Hotel St. Anloine

ami ask<'d for rootus. The proprietor was very sus-

picious of us, and we had a tremendous time con-

vincing him that there was nothmg the mailer with

us. He Jcncu- lliat we could not have come from

Brussels, as nobody had Iven able io make the trip.

Our paj)ers were en rnjlr. but that made no dill'erence.

(iernian ..pies and other suspieious (haraeters had

manau<'d to get forgetl papers before that. For-

tunately, all the other diplouKits wi-re living in the

hotel, and I a.^ked that he hunt up some of tiiem

and verify what we had to -^ny for ounch'es. AVeblur,

of the British TiCgalion, wa-^ broimhf out and u'ted a.s

tIu)Ugh he had seen a ghost. He raliiu'd down enough

to assure the j>roi)rielor tliat we wen> respeelaltlc

citizens. ;uid th I he could >afely /wv us rooms. All

the other peoj)le weir awa\ from the hotel for tlie

monuMit, so -.ve deposite(' our lliings in our room, and

made for the < 'on.^ulate-(ieueral. It was then half-past

six. and tlie Coiisul-rKMieral had gone for the day.

A well-trained jxirler refused !o tell wliere eillier ho

or the \'iee-("onsui-('>eneraI lived, but we mauagivl

to find out and got lo the \ ice-Consul-^ ieneraPs house

aftci a imni with a cluissciir of the h(»tel oi; the I)OX.
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He was not al homo, hut ]ii.s wife was tlieiv. We
talkrd uilli ],er for a fi-w minutes, and then went
baek to the hotel to await Slierman"s (,\'ice-Ce!isul-
General) oonu-ng. II(> called in the course of a few
iiunutes, and wc made arrangements to go to the
Consulate after dinner and g(>| ofi' our telegrams.
By the tune we couhl gel washed up and ready

for (lumer, the erow.l had eome l.aek. and when we
.set foot on the stairway, we were K'erallv overwhelmed
I>y our loving friends. First. I m.i Sir I'rancis Villiers
and accepted his invitation to dine. He and Piince
Koudaclu'ff, the Russian Mmlshr, a lot of olher
colleagues, and goodness only knows who else. Fell
upon us with demands for news. I look refuge In
Sir Francis-s office, and saw as nianv peoi)ie as I could
imtil dumer time. Raron va., der Elst, the Secr<«fa.-v
(.eneral of t' '• Foreign Oflice, and M. Carlon de Wiarl,
the Mmister of Justice, forgclling all about llie r.M,uire-
menls of I he pro|(H.(,l that I should mak(^ I he first call
up(.u them, came Hying around to see if J i,ad an"
news of their families. Liu-kily T ha.l, and was able
to lell then, that all was wvll. I ,lid no! know Ihat
I ha.l so nuicJi fir.i-hand km.wledoe of the peopl*. in
Brussels, but uas able to give good news to anv number
of peopl,>. n bec-ame a regular joyfe.l. and was more
fun lor me than f..r anylxnly els(^ }W c-ioht ovUn-k
v\r got oul to dinner, but har.ily go|^ |wo eon-
.se.'utive bites without inlerrnpl ions. [:i ihe midsj of
soup. r.,<neral Yun,i,;,iulh. Ciiirf ..f Slalf lo Ihe Kln,^,
came an.und in full regimenlals an.l wanh'd lo get
all sorl> of news for I lie (^i.vn. I{.>fore we -(,! nuHl,
farllKv, others began to arriv.- and drew up chairs
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to llie tal)l(% filling up all that part of the room. As
wc were finishing tlinncr, several Ministers of State

eanie in to say that the Prime Minister wanted me lo

come to meet him and the Cahmet Council which was
being held—just to assm-e them that all was well

with Iheir families and to tell them, in the bargain,

anything thai I felt I properly could. However, I

had my real work ahead of me—getting oil" my tele-

grams to Washington. I tore myself away from the

crowd ;ind, joining Sherman, who was waiting for me
in the hall, I made for the Consulate-General. The
Consul-General was alr(>ady there, anxious to hear the

!iews. I had to get before the Department all the

news I could, and as com{;rehensive a statement as

po»ibie of everything that had happened since com-

nnuiieations had been cut. 1 pounded away until

after eleven, and got off a fat bundle of ''ables, which

Sherman took to the otfice for me. I then made
for the (iraiid Hotel, where the Cabinet C >uncil was

waiting for me.

I have never been through a more moving time than

the jiour and a half I spent with them. It was hard

t<i keep ,(!m bursting out and telling them everything

that 1 knew would interest them. I i'.ad bound myself

with no promises before I left about teiling of the situa-

li«)n. but none the less I felt bound not to do it. I was

al)le to tell tiiem a great deal thai was of comfort to

them, and that could give no ground for objection if

the Ciermans wen- to know of it, and, on these ub-

jeets. 1 gave tin in all they wanteil. After telling them
all 1 could about their faniilies and friends, I K-t them
a.>k (iiie.Nti,)ns auii ilul my best lo answer those that
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I could. TIic first tiling tlioy waT.tod to know was
how the Germans had liehaved in the town. Tlie
answer I gave them was satisfactory. Tlien tliey
wanted to know uhether the Royal Palace had been
respected, or whether the German flag was flying over
it; also whether the Belgian flag still flew on the
Hotel de Ville. Their pride in their old town was
touching, and wlien they heard that no harm had as
yet been done if, you would have thought thai they
were hearing good news of friends they had lost. Then
they started in and told me all the news they had from
outside sources—bits of information which had reached
them indirectly via Holland, and the reports of their
military authorities. We have nev.T had sucJi com-
plete information given us—I'nougli to justify the trip
even if 1 had not restored communication with the
Department.

^^'v stayed on d talked until nearly lialf-past
twelve, when I got up and insisted on leaving; perhaps
It IS just as well. They did not want lo break up the
parly, but when T insisted, they also made up their
minds ,o call it a day's work and quit.

_

We brought van der Elst back to the hotel, ano svilh
Ins mflu(>nce ran our car into the Genuar.nerie next
door. Then to bed.

BlounI and I had a huge room on th.- IJu'rd floor
front. We had just go! inio bed and wcv sellhi.g
down h, ;, g,„„l nigh.'s rest when there uas aa ex'^
plosion, the like of which I have never heard before,
and we sal uj. and paid sirici all.>n:ion. We wen'
greatly interested, l,u| (<,ok- il cahnly, kn.Mving that
the forts were nearly four miles <,u' cf town and that
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they could bang away as long as they liked without

doing more than spoil our night's slee]). There were

eight of these explosions at short intervals, and then

as they stopped there was a sharp jmrr like the distant

rattle of a machine gun. As that died down, the

chimes of the Cathedral—the sweetest carillon I have

ever heard—sounded one o'clock. We thought that

the Germans nuist have tried an advance under cover

<^f a bombardment, and retired as soon as they saw

that the forts Mere vigilant and not to be taken by

surprise. We did not even get out of bed. About

five minutes later we heard footsteps on the roof and

the voice of a woman in a window across the street,

askinir some one on the sidewalk below whether it was

safe to go back to bed. I got out and took a look nito

the street. There were a lot of people there talking

and gestioiluiing, but nothing of enough interest to

keep two tired men from their night's sleep, so we

climbed back into bed and stayed until morning.

Blount called me at vvhat ;,eemed an unreasonably

early hour and said we should be up and about our

day's work. W}ien we were both dressed, we found

that we had made a bad guess, when he looked at

his waieh and diseo\ered that it was only a (piarter

to seven. Being up, howe.-er, we decided to go down

and get our breakfast.

When we got down we found everybody else stirring,

and it t>)ok us several minutes to get it through our

heads that we had been through more excitement than

we wotted of. Those distant explosions that we had

taken so calmly wi-re bombs dropped from a Zeppelin

which had sailed over the city and dropped death and
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de:stniclion in its palli. The first hoiiih fell k-ss than
two huiKhvd yards from wh(M-e \\v slept -no wonder
that we w(MV rocked in onr beds! Ai'l'n- a Hllle break-
fast we saHied forth.

Tlie first hoinh was in a little street around tlie corner
from the hotel, and Iiad fallen into a narrow four-story

house, wln'eh had .een blown into bits. \\']\vn the
bomb burst, it not only tore a fine hole in the innnedi-

ate vicinit\ . but iiurled its ])ieees several hundred yards.

All the windows for a' k^ast two hundred or three hun-
dred feet were smashed into little bits. The fronts of

ail liie surrounding houses were pierced with hundreds
of hok's. large and small. The street itself was filkni

with debris and was impassable. From this place we
went to the oilier jjoinls where bombs had fallen. As
we afterward leariUHl, ten peoj)le were killed outright;

a number have since died of their injuries and a lot

more are injured, and some of these may die. A num-
ber of houses were comi)letely wrecked and a great
many will liav(> to be torn down. Army officers were
amazed at the terrific force of the exi)k>sions. The
last bomb dropped as the Zei)pelin passed over our
head-, fell in the centre of a large square— la Place du
Poids Publi(iue. It lore a hole in the cobblestone pave-
ment, some twenty feet .square and four or five feet

de(^p. E\-cry witidow in the square was smashed to

bits. The fronts of the houses were riddled with holes,

atid e\-eryt)ody had been obliged to move out, as many
of the housv's were expectted to fall at any time. The
Dutch Minister's house was near one of the smaller
bombs and was damaged slightly. Every window was
smashed. .Ml the crockery and china ar(> gone; mirrors
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in tiny fragments; and ili(> Minister soniowliaL startled.

Not far away was Faura. tlie Fir>t Secretary of tlie

Spanisli Legation. IIi> \\ife liad l)een \v(»rried .sick for

fear of lidnihardnient. and lie liad sneceeded only the

<lay In-fore in i>revailing upon lier to go to England
w'tli their larg( family of children. Another bom!, fell

not far from the houses of the C"(>nsul-(u>neral and
the Vice-('(>nsul-Ceneral, and they were not at all

pleased. The windows on one side of our hotel were
also smashed.

We learned thai the Zeppelin had sailed over the

town not more than five hundred feet above us; the

motor wa> >toi)i)ed ^niuv lillle di>tanee away and she
slid along in jjerfecl >ilenee and uilli !ier lights out. It

would ])v a comfort to say just what one think.s about
the whole business. The purr of machine guns that we
heard after the e.\i)!osion of the last bomb was the

starting of Ihe motor, which carried our visitor out of

range of the guns wliicli were trundled out to attack

lier. Preparations were being made lo recei\-e such a
visit, but they had nol been compleled; had she come
a day or two later, ^lie would have met a warm recep-

tion. The line of niarcli was straight acro>s the town,
on a line from tlir (icnrial Slall'. Ihe Talace where the

Queen was slaying with Ihe royal children, the mili-

tary hospital of .s|,>. Klisabclii, (iHed wilh wounded,
the Hoursc. and xmie oilier buildings. It look> very
much as lh(Mmli I he idea had b('<'n lo drop one of lln'

l)ombs oil the I'alace. 'I'lic I'aljfc iUelf was missed by
a narrow margin, bill large pieces of tjie iMunb w.t'-

pifked up on Ihe loof and shown me later in Ihe day
by Inylebleek, llie Kiny's Secretary. The room ul the



m A JOURXAL FROM oril LEGATION IX BELGIIM

General StafF, uliciv I liad heen until half au hour
l-efoiv the explosion, was a i)ivlly ruin, and it was just
as well for us thai we left when we did. Il was a fine,
I'ig room, with a glass dome skyli-ht over the hig
round fahle where W(> were sitting. This came in wilh
a erash and was in j)ow(ier all over the plaee. XfxL
time I sii i.iider a glass skylight in Antwerp. I shall have
a guard oul>idr wilh an eye out for Zeppelins.

If^ the idea of this charming performance was to
inspire terror, it wa> ;. complete failure. The jxM.plc of
the town, far from yichiin- to fear, arc drv.. lin- all
tlu'ir energies l(. anger. They are furious a I llieldca
of killing tJK'ir King and Queen. There Is no telling
wlicn Ihc perf..rmance will he repealed. I.ul there is a
<;han(v that m-xl lime the balloon man will <,ret a
warmer rccej)lion.

In the morning I went aroiin.l and called al the
Forei-n Office, which is cslahlished in a iiandsome
l)uildin- dial helong.Ml to o„c of Ijie iinun"cii)al admin-
islralions. The Minister for Foreign Affairs look nu:
mil. his ofh((' and summoned all hands lo hear any
news 1 ,.ould ,-ivc them of Ih.lr families and friends.
I also |,„,k noles of names and a<ldre>scs of p, oplc in
Brussels who wen- to 1„> jold Ihal llu-Ir own people in
Anlwerj) were sal'.' and well. I had I.een dojno that
steadily from Ihc mimilc wc set fool in the hotel the
ni-ht hefore. and when I -ol l.;i,k h.. iv. I had my
pockets bulging wilh innoc.^nl nies.sagcs. Now comes
IIk- merry task of -.Iting Ihem .iround.

^' "'*' 'i"'l«"l we were l.esie-vd wilh iuvil nl ions
'" '""'l' ""I «lin<- uilii all our lViend>. Tiiey were
not only -lad lo st>e somebody from the oulMdi" world.
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but could ui)l ud over [\\v sportiu-- side of our frij), and
patled us on Ihc hack until llu-v made us uncomfort-
able. Everybody in Aiilwcij) looked upon liic Irij) as

a great exploit, and exuded adnuralion. I fully

expected lo gel a ('aru(>gie m(>dal before I got away.
And it sounded so fuiuiy coming from a lot of Belgian
officiMN wlio had for ll,e last few weeks been going
tlirougli llie nio^t liarrowiug expei'iences, with their

lives in dangiM" every minute, and e\-en now v.ilh a

perfectly good cliance of being killi'd before the war
is over. They seem to tak(> tliat a^ a matter of coui'-e,

but look uj)on our performance a^ in some wav diil'ereuL

and sujK'i'ioi-. I'eople are fumiy things.

T .-topped at the I\ilace lo -igti tlie King's book, and
ran into (ieneral Jungbhith. who v.a< jn-t starting off

villi the QucMMi. She came dcuvn tlH> >tairs and
st<.pped ju>t long enough to greet me. and then went
her way; >he is a bra\c lilll(> woman and de>ei'ves a
bethM- fate than she lia> had. Inglebleek. Ili(> King's

Secretary, heard that I wa> there -igning the liook, and
came on' lo mh- mc. Uv said that l!;e Queen was
anxious I -hould -e(> what had Im'cm done hy the bombs
<»f the ni-hl before. lb' wanted me to go riglit into

the houses and >ee the horrid details. I did not want
to do tliis. but then" was no getting out of it under I he
eircunrst.inces.

We dr(.\e fir-l li. the Place du I'oid- Ihibli(|iie and
went iiilo (,n(> of I he hou^e-, which had l)een parliallv

urecked !.y one of the smalk-r boml»>. K\crylhiug in

the place had been left a< it was until the ])<»iice ma"is-

trate could make hi- exaniination and report. We
climbed to t!ie flr.sL tioov, and I shall never forgel the



144 A JOl.llXAL FROM OL IJ LEGATION' IX BEL^ilUM

horrible .siglit tlial awaiLod u>. A pour i)olicenian and
his wife liad l)in'ii blown to fragnienls, and IJic pit-fcs

were all over the walla and eeilini;. Blood was every-

where. Other details are too lerrihle even to think of.

I eould not stand any more lliaii !liis one room. There
were other> which Inglebleek wanted to .-.how me, but
I could not think of it. And this was only one of a

number of hous(>s where peaceful men and women had
been so brutally killed while they -lepl.

And where i> ihe mililary ad\-anlau(' of this? If I he

bombs were dropjjcd near (he foi tifieation>. it would be

easy to under,>land, but in ihis inslane(> it is hard to

explain U])on any ground, except the hope of terrifying

the po[julalion to the point when^ Ihey will demand
that Ihe (Io\-ennneiil sun'endci- Ihe town and llie for-

lificalions. Judging from ihe lemper lliey were in yes-

terday at Aniwerp. they ar(> more likely to demand
that Ihe i>laee be held at all costs rather than risk fall-

ing under the rule of a conciueror brutal enough to

murder iunoeeni Jjeople \;\ tlieir beds.

The Prime ^Iini>ter told iiu' tliat he had four >ons

in [\iv army -all Ihe children he has- and that he was
prepared to gi\-e every one of them, and his own life

and fitrtene, into the bargain, but that he was iiol pvc-

pared—and here he l)anged his (l->t down on Ihe table

and his eyes ilaslu'd -lo admit for a mimite the possi-

bility of yielding to Ch'rmany. I'veryboily el-e is in

the same stale of mind. It is not hyslerie.d. The war
has been going on loni; enough, .-mkI Ihey lia\-e had so

many hard Idows that the ::lamonr .ind the fictitious

at I raeti\ene>> of tlie thing has g<»iM\ and they liavt^

set lied down in deadlv earnest to fight to the billcr
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end. Tlirre may luA \)v one slone left upoii anollier

in Belgium wlici Ijie Gennans get through, but if

these people keep uj) to tin ir i)n->ent level Ihey will

come through—what then- is left of Iheni— free.

Later in the afternoon I went to the Foreign Ofhee

and let iheni read to me the records of the eonnuission

whicli is investigating the alleged German atroeilies.

They are working in a ealm and >ane way and seem to

be making the mo--t earne>t attempt to get at the true

facts, no maft(T whetlu-r they prove or disprove the

cliarges that have been made. It is wonderful to see

the iudlcial wav thev can >it down in the midst of war

and carnage and try to mak(> a fair inquiry on a matter

of tliis sort. If one one-thou>and', h part of the charges

are j)roven to be true. . . .

The rest of the afleinoon v,as sj)ent seeing people

Avho camt" in for news of Hrnssels. and who had mes-

sages to send home. I Jiad had to tell the hotel people

that I would be there from four to >even to see people,

and that the res! of the time I nuist ha\e free for my
own work. They came in swariii>; all the diplomats,

the ('al>inel Ministers, and the ]\rinisters of State,

army oflicers, ;ind other ollicials -a perfect mob. I had

a package of cards on which I noted names and addresses

and the messages which wwc to bi* delivered. These

messages have b(M'ns(>ni out to-da_>-, afterbeing submitted

to the military authorities, .some of them in writing and

.some by word of nivulh, and if ihey have atl"oi"ded one-

tenth the comrort that I hope. Iliesmu total of misery

in this town has been reduced a good <ieal this day.

Colonel l^iirhohne \r\'[ for the front, with the King,

early in the morning, and was with him during the battle
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ut Malincs. lie Uiouylit we were going hack iluring the
day, as I liad told liini Uie evciiiiig before. About noon
he called up from the teleplione and told Sir Francis
that under no eircunistanees was I to he allowed to
start, as the town was heing l)onil)arded with heavy
siege pieces and all traflic was ahsolulely stopped; tha\
we could not only nol get hy, hut Dial any part of the
trip hy tlie regular road was exireinely dangerous. I

was just as glad Dial we ],;id decided lo slay over.
The Colonel stay(>d out all that niglil and had not
returned to Antwerp when we lei'l yolerday. Duriii"
the morning he called up again and a-ked about us,

again advising against otn- starting. IVetly decent of

a man who has as nuich lo think of as he had to be
worrying about us enough lo take lime lo telephone
us as lo the dangers of the vkh].

During the evening bad iicu^ came ia from France,
and everybody was down in Ihe mouth. The French
Minister came in and told me what he had received.
Everybody was plainly worried, and allogelher things
looked i)retty di>mal. We >at around a hllle while
and th(>n decided for a good night's sleej).

To make ^ure of oih-ring no unnecessary chances for

Mr. Zepixlin the authorities had ordered all the lights

on the streets put out at eight o'clock. It was dark
as midniglil and ijiere \\a> ]io use in tln'nking of ven-
turing out into the town. The Calliedral dock was
sfopjx'd and the carillon turned olf for the fir>t time
in heaven only knows how many years. It was a city
of the (lea.!, (inns were posted in Ihe >ln('!> rea.ly h^r
in>tant n.M- in ca>e tlie airship should put in another
apiH'arance. As a re-ult of thi, and the searchlights
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iliat i)laye(l upon the sky all night, our friend the enemy
did not ai)p('ar. Some i)e()j)le know when they ]ia\e

had enough.

Ye.sl(>i'dav morning I looked out of mv window at

the (^ithedral clock, and saw Ihat it .vas twentv-five

nu'nutes lo ten. I luniMcd through my tub, and

rushed downstairs lo gel through my morning's work,

only to find that it was half-past six. I had forgotten

that the Cathedral el<)ek had been slopped.

It was just as well that I was up early, liowever. for

there was j)l(>niy lo rie done. I foiuid a lot of telegrams

waiting for nie al the Consulate, and had lo get otT

another string of Ihem. Then an orderly held me up
on the street to tell me that the King's Secretary was

hunting for me all o\er the place, and that I was

wanted at the Palace. AVhen I got there, he had

started olf on another hunt for in(>. lie finallv irot

me al the hotel, and kept me for half an hour.

By the time tliat I got through with him, there was
word that the Minister of Foreign Alfairs wanted lo

see me, so I made a bee-line over Ihei'c. Then there

was another call to the Consulate to answer some more:

t(>legrams. After attending lo various mailers al the

Palace, llu ^linistry for Foreign All'airs, the Consulate

General, and seeing a few more peopl(> jil the hotel,

the morning was gone and it was time for lunch and

a ((uick gel -aw ay.

-Ml hands cjmie out and t);id(- us farc\v«'ll. You
would have thought we were on our way ,o Heaven,

excei)l for the fact that they urged us lo come l)ack.

As we could lic;ir Hie cannonadiug, \vc ('."'cidcd that

A\«' would avoid the Malines road and would Irv to
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skirt around the zone of froiihle ami work our way into
Brussels from tlie wc.^l. We got ferried aeross the
Sdieldt on a terrilili> tuh of a steamer tliat looked as
tjiough she would go down under the weight of the
military automobiles tliat slie had to get aeross in

order to take annnuin'tiou to tiie front. Wc all got
away in a hunch from the other .side, but we drew
ahead of them as we had not sueh a heavy load; and
within lhree-()uarters of ;m hour we were outside tlie

Belgian lines. Van dvr Kl>t had >eeured for us a most
imjjosing Idi.^'srr-passn; which took us through with
practically no trouble except that it was so impressive
that we were held at each barricade while all the men
on duty took turns rea.iing it. Th(> only lieklish i)art

of the trip to the Belgian outposts was working our
way through the villages which had been mined in

anticipation of a (iermau invasion. It is bad enough
working one's way through there in a motor wilh
everybody hel2)ing you to kcrp on! of harm's way,
l)Ut it nnist he a trifle worse to do it in a mass with
a man on a hill a little way oil" waiting for you to come
up to the signal post so that he can touch a button
and send you in small pieces into the n.cxi world.

We su-uck on! through St. Xicliolas, irainmc. Ter-
nionde and Assch(\ and go! into Brussels from the west
without mishap. We have got (|ui!e us(m1 to having
people pokv bayonets in our faces and brandish re-

volvers at us. so the latter part of the trip with oidy
thai to contend with seemed (|uicl and almost boring.

On the roail in from Assch,-. uo passed m-ar Kp])egheni
and Vilvorde. when^ t!ic fighting had been going on
for a conj)le of tlays. Af;er news had hvvn received
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in Aiilwerp of the defeat of Uie French and Engh.sh

at Moils and Charleroi, tlie Belgians were ordered to

fall back on Antwerp and had li'ft these little villa,i,^es

to be occupied by the Germans. As they occupied

them, they had set them afire and the flames were

raginf; as we came by. They were qua.int liLtle towns,

and had excited our admiration two days before when
we had gone through—despite the fact that we had
other things on our minds beside admiring the beauties

of architecture. Now they are gone.

The Germans gave us no trouble, and we got back

to the Legation bv a little before five. Evervone

poured out to meet us, and greeted us as pro<ligal sons.

^Yhen we had not come back the day before, they had

about made up their minds that something dreadful

had happened to us, and Hie rejoicing over our return

was consequently much greater than if we had not

wlietted their imaginations just a little.

I found that the situation in Brussels had under-

gone !)ig cliangcs while I was away. General von

Jarotzky had been replaced by General von LUttwitz,

who is an administrator, and has been sent to put

things in running order again. There was no inkling

of this change when I left, and I was a good deal sur-

prised. Guns have becni j)laced at various strategic

points connnanding the town, and the Germans are

ready for anything. The telephone wire they h-^d put

through the town to connect the two stativ)ns and

headtiuarters was cut dav before vesterdav bv some

cheerful idiot who probably tliuwglil lie was doing

something go(xl for his country. The military author-

ities thereupon announced that if anything of the sort
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^vas none aj^ain fluy would lay wasti' the (juarter of

the town where the aet was connnitted.

Some of Ihe subordinate officers liave since told us
that von Jarotzky was a fighting general, and had no
l)usine.ss staying in a post requiring adniinistrative

ability. The n(>\v man is cut out particularly for this

sort of work, and is going to start a regular Cferman
administration. Functionaries an^ being brought from
Berlin to take things over, and in a short time we shall,

to all intents and innposes. be living in a German city.

The first trains ran to-day in a halting fashion to Liege
and the German frontier. Perhaps we sJiall liave^a
newspaper.

Most distressing news has come through from
Tamines. I had a long talk to-day with a trustworthy
man from there, and his story was enough to make
one's blood run cold. He says that on the evening
of the twenty-first the Germans entered the village
after a brush with French troops which were still in

the neighbourhood. Infuriated by tlie resistance
offered to th(>ir advance, they proceeded to vent their
rage on the town. They shot down a lot of villagers,

and arrested many more. A great many escapcnl to
the country. A lot of liouses were first sacki-d. and
then burned. The orgy continued during the night,
and through the next day. On the evening of the
twenty-second, something over four hundred m(Mi W(>re
collected near the church and lined up to be shot.
The work was done for a time by a firing s(juad wliich
fired into the crowd with more or less system, 1)ut this
was too slow, and finally a rapid-fire gun was brought
out and turned loose. Of course, a great many were
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not killed outright and lay groaning among the

dead. Xow and then a German would put one out of his

misery ])y a bayonet thrust. Others settled their

own troubles by rolling themselves into the nearby
river. Altogether over six hundred people were shot
down, but it is hard to get any exact figures yet.

After the shooting was over, other civilians were
brought out and (.'ompelled to bury the dead. My
informant says that some of the scenes attending this

duty were finite as poignant as the shooting itself,

for some buried their own fathers and brotliers. One
man al)out to be tlirown into the trench was found
to be still alive, l)ut the German doctor, after a cursory

examination, ordered him buried with the rest. TIic

man liad enough life left in him to raise his hand in

apjjeal but the dwtor shrugged his shoulder and re-

peated his order. There were many incidents, most
of them horrible. The man who (old the story seemed
still dazed and spoke quietly, with few adjectives and
Httle emphasis on anything he said. It was a bare
recital of facts, and far more movmg than if he had
striven for effect.

Davis got back yesterday from his trip to the front,

and we learned that he had been through a perfectly

good expericMiee that will look well when he comes to

writing it up, but one that gave !um little satisfaction

while it was in progress. He started off to follow the

German army in the lioi)e of locating the English.

After leaving Ilal, some bright young German ofJicer

decided that he was a suspicious-looking character,

and ought to be shot as an Euglish sj)y. As a pre-

liminary, they arrested him and locked him un. Then
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tlie war was r-alkd oil" wliilc llic jury sat on his case.

Olio of tlic ofliaM's lli()iii:lit it would 1)0 a sujuM-fluous

oiFort to ^o through Ur- form of trying liiin, but that

Ihoy sliould slioot hini without further to do. They
beL'an ooIl^i(hM•iIl^ his ease at el ven in the niornini',

and kept it uj) unt'i nii(hMght. lie was given pretty clear-

ly to under>taiid lliat his chances were slim, and that

the u>ual fate of spies awaited him. He argued at

l(Miglli. and api)arenlly his arguments had some effect,

for at Ihi'ee o'clock in the mormng lie was rouied out

and told to hi! the road toward Jirussels. He was
ordered to kcej) religiously lo I'te main road ;dl tlie

way hack, on pain of being shot (.., >ighl, and io report

at !iead(iuailcr-- here innuedialcly on his arrival. By
this time he wa^ perfectly willing to ch) exactly what
was deniaud<'(l by lhos(> in authority, and ma(K- a bee-

line back here on foot. He luriird up at the Legation

yeslci'day morning. ftxtUorc and weary, and looking

likt a tiam]), ;ind lold his stop, lo an. admiring audience.

I \v;i^ -.till away on my little jauiil. and did not get

it at lii^l hand. The Mini^i<'r look him down t oc;dl on
the ( iencr,'|, and go! Ilicm lo imdtMsiand Uial Richard

Harding D.ni^ \\a-~ no| ;m I'nvJiNli >|)y. bul, <"i I he

contrary, probably Ihe grcaic^i writer thai ever lived,

not excepting Shakespeare or Mill on. The (ieni-ral

.said h(> had n ad >ome of his short stories, and that he

would not liaxc linn sliot. .Jiisl the -ame. he wa> not

keen about liaviiiL; liini follow Ihe operatiiin>. He is

now ordered to reiuiiin in this immediate neighboin'-

ho<»d until fui'ther orders. Today he had several

interviews with lla (ieneral in in .•iltempl lo get

piiinissimi ti> Iea\<' liie (<>iinlr\. but h.id no luck.
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The last we saw of Davis, he came in late lliis aficr-

rioon to tell us tliat he did not kiKnv wha( to do uv\[.

He said that ho had been ihrougli six wars, hul tliat

he had never been so scared as lie was al tlial lime.

If lie is allowed to gel out of Hi^lgium, T think that

he will not darken the door of (leneral von Lutlwitz
for some lime to come.

I was surprised to learn that Hans von TIerwarth,

who used to he military attache in Wa>hinglon, and
whom I knew xcvy well, is here as Adjutant to our
new Governor. I have not yet had time lo gel ;.ver

to see him, hul shall try to do so lo-morrow. I ani

glad to have somebody like that here to do business

with. lie is a real white man. and I aniicipaie a nuieli

better time with him than witli any other odicer tiiey

could send here in Ihai capacity.

Baron Capelle came in laic iliis aflcrnoon to iell

me that the (lermans were brin-iiig in a iol of pric>ts

on carls filled with cows and i)igs. and \\»'n> i)iannin:,' to

hold Ihcm as hostages. One of I htm had 'allcd out and
asked him lo notify us ihal ^rouscigncnr i\v Hrckcr,

Rector of the American Colle-c al l.ou\ain, was
among tlu^st- prisoners. He is ihe prir.^l I wcnl lo

.see when I was in I.ouv.ain ten <iay> ago. I had
told him he was perfectly safe, and >eolfcd al his fears.

The Minister was oiil when Iliis news came, but I

sallied forth and Iricd lo locale I he Moii>cii;riciir, lb-

was not lo be found an\ where, ^^'ilcn I ;.;(>! back lo

the bcgalion. liolh Ihc Minislcr and \'illah)l).ir were
here and I I old them all about wh.il had haj)pcned.

The people of Ihe I o\\ n were gelling cxcileij o\it the

treatment thai was being nit led out to Ih. ir jiriesls,
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and it was in a fair way to rcv-ull in serious trouble.
l^>tli ^rinistcrs made for tlic Ministry for Foreign
Alfairs. where llie r,{>rni;in Covermueiil is eslahlislied,

and before tliey left, had secured onlers for flie release
of all the hosta,-(>s. A lot of these terrible Ihinus are
done by subordinate oflicers. and liic pe()j)Ic at the top
seem oidy t(,o anxious to learn of such affairs and do
wl.al tlu'v can to remedy them. The day has beeu
dreadful with stor-'es of suifering and nuu-der and
pillage.

^ot oidy are we eul off from eonnnuiiieal ion with
the oulsid(> world, but a h.l of Ihc ordinary eou-
venience- of life have already disappeared. We have
no newspapers, no trams, no taxis, no telephones,
Milk is no longer to be had, and within a day or two
we shall have no butler or eggs. Tlien it will be-in
to look like a real siege. In a day or so F am to ha\e
a list of Jarol/.ky's demands for supplies, so thai I can
cheer myself with Ihouuhts of what our life is !o be
like.

There is Ir d news from Louvain. The reports
we have received agree ihal there was some sort
of trouble in the square befor(> th.- Hotel de \'il|,.

a day or two ago. Heyond thai, no two re|)orls

are alik(\ The (M>rmans say that Ihe son of the
IJurgoma-ter shot d<n\n some staff oflicers who u.-re

talkil'.g together ,il .hlsk before the Hotel de \'j||r.

The oidy flaw in Ihal story is that the Hur-o-
niaster has no son. Some Md-iaus say Ihal two
bodies of (.eiinans who were drunk mel in the

• lusk: thai one body mistook the oilier fop rrench,
anil opened lire. Other reliable j)eop|e tell with con-
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vinciiif,^ (lelail thai ihr troul)le was i)laiino(l and starlnl
by the Cirriiiaiis in cold })l()o<l. However that, may he,
the alFair cikU,. in llu- town i)eing set on fire, and
civiHans shot down in the streets as tJiey tried to
escape. AeconHng to the Cennans tlieniselves, the
town is l)eing wiped out of existence. Tiie Cathedral,
the Library, tlie rniversity, and other puhh'c Imiidings
have either l)een de.-,lroyed or liave sutlered severely.
People have been shot by hundreds, and those not
kill.ul are being driven from the town. They are coming
to lirussel> by thousands, and the end is not yet. This
evening the wife of the Minister of Fine Arts came in
with the news that her mother, a woman of eight

v-
"our,

liad been driven from her home at the point of the
b^iyonet and forced to walk with a stream of refugees
all the way to Tervueren, a distance of altout twelve
miles, before she could })e put on a tram to lier

ilaughler's house. Two old j)iie.sts have .staggered
lulo the Legation more dead than alive after
having been roinpellcd to walk ah<-ad of the C.erinan
' oops for mil(>> as a sort of proli'cting screen. One
of them is ill, and it is said that he may die as a result
of what he has gone through.

J//|/;/,v/ ?,9//,.--After hmch T^lonnt and I decided to
go out to Louvain to lear.. foi ourselves just how nuich
truth there is in the stories we iiave ji.'ard, and s<-e

whether llie American College is .safe. \Vc wer(> going
alone, bul I'ouscl |c .md Ibdle. Il,c Swedish and Mexican
Chargi's d'Ali'aircs, Ui-re anxious to jctiu us, so ijic fo,jr

of us got away together and made goul time as far
as tlic first (»ulpo.s| this side of Louvain.
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II(M(> IIkmc was a small camp by a liospilal, ami the
s()1(li(>rs came out lo cxamino our j)apcrs and warn us
to ^o no farther, as there was fighting in the town.
The road was hlack ^\ith frightened civilians carrying
away Miiall bundles from the ruins of their homes.
Ahead was a great column of dull gray smoke which
conij)lel."ly hid th<' city. We could hear the muffled
sound of firing ahead. Down the little street which
led to the town, we could see dozens of white flags

which had b(>en Lung out of the windows in a childish

lioi)e of averting trouble.

^^e talked with the s()ldiers for som(> time in an
elfori lo g(M som(^ idea of what had really liaj)pened

in the town. They seemed convinced that civilians

had precipitated the whole busin<\ss by firing upon the
stair (>f a genera! who was parleying wilh the Hurgo-
ma-t-r in th<> scjuare before the Hotel de Ville. They
saw not hill- Ihemselves, and b(>lieve what they are
told. DiHerent members of the detachment had
dillVrenl stories to t(>ll. including one that civilians had
a iiiacliine gun installed on top of the Cathedral, and
fiivd inio lli(> (Jerman Iroops. inflicting nnich damage.
<>ii(> of Ihe in(>n told us llial hi^ (tompany had lost

tuenly-(i\c men in the im'lial flurry. They were
a d(>i)res>ed and nervous-looking crew, bitter against
tli<' eivil populaiion and eur.sing their ways with great

• arnesiness. They were al some j)ain- to impress upon
us Ihal ;dl Belgians were Sclniciii. and that the jx^ople

of l,oii\ain were the lowest known form of tin' animal.
After talking the -i| u.-ii iou over with the officer in

eoinmand. we deeid.',! lo 1
1 y gelling around lli(> town

to llic station by way of the ring of outer boulevards.
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"\Vi' i^ot tlirou,i;li in good .siiape, being stopped a few
times by soldiers and ty little groups of frightened
civilians who were cowering in the shelter of doorways,
listening to the noise of fighting in the town, the steady
crackle of machine j, -is, anrl the occasional cxi)losions.

They were pathetic in their confidence that the
Lnited States was coming to save them. In some way
word has ira\-ele(l all over Belgium that we have
entered the war on the side of Belgium, and they all

seem to believe it. Nearly every group we talked to

asked hopefully when our troops were coming, and
when w<> answered thai we were not involved, they
asked wistft.lly if we ditln't think we should be forced
to come in later. A lit lie boy of about eight, in a
group tl-.at slojjped us, asked me whether we were
Knglish, and when I lold him what we were, he began
jumi)ing up and tlown, clai)ping his hands, and
shoul ing:

Lis Aiiu'rirains sonf (irriirs! Lcs Amcricaim^ sont

arrives!

Ilis father told him to be cjuiel. but he was perfectly

happy and ehuig lo the sid(> of the car as long as we
stayed, his eyes shiniTig with joy, convinced that things
were going to be all right somehow.
About half way aroiuid the ring of boulevards we

came to bin-uing houses. TIm- ouler side of IJie boule-
vard wa>^ a hundn-d feel or >o from tli(> houses, so the
motor was safe, bul it was prelly hot and tiie cinders
were so llnVk that we had to put ou our gog'des. A
lot of the houses were stiil burning, but most of them
were nothing bul blackened walls with >iuould(Ting
limbers inside. Many of the front doors had been
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battered open in order to start the fires or to rout out
tlie i)eopIe wlio were in liiding.

^^e came to a (icrnian aninuinition wayon, lialf upset
against a tree, wliere it liad heen hurled when the
horses liad turned to run away. TJio tongue was
broken and wrenched out. Near by were the two
lu)rses, dead and swollen until their legs stood out
straight. Then we b(>gan to sec more gliastly sights-
poor civilians lying where they had hcvn shol down as
they ran—men and women—one old patriarch lying
on his hack in the sun, his great while Ix^ird nearly
hiding his swoll(>n face. All sorts of wreckage scat-
tered over the street, hats and wooden sh(x\s, CxM-nuui
h(>lmets. swords and saddles, bottles and all sorts of
bundles which had been dropped and abandoned when
tli(^ lr(»ul)!e began. For three-quarters of a mile the
boulevard looked as though it had been swept by a
cyclone. The I'orte de TirlemonI had evidently been
the scen(> of jjarticularly bhxKly business. Tlie tele-

graph and trolley wir(\s were down; dead men and
horM's all ov(>r the scjuanN the houses still burning.
The broad road we had traveled when we went to Tirle-
monI was covered with wreckage and dead b(xlies.

Some bedraggled German soldiers came out from
xuuU'v the gate and examined our passes. They were
nervous and unhai)i)y 'I'l'l "^hook their heads gloouu'ly
over the horrors through which they were passing.
They said they had had hardly a minute's sl(>(>p for
the past llure nights. Their (-y(>s were bloodshot and
they w.r.' almost too tired to talk. Some of (hem
were drunk -in the sodden stage, when lli. effect
begins to \\«>ar off. They told us we could i)r(X-ecd in
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safety as far as tlio slalioii. wliorc wo would find Ihe
iR'adfiuartcrs of tli(> coiniiiaudiiig ofllccr. IIcr<> we
could Iravc Ihe iiiolor and leani how far wc coiiid
safely go. Thi> crowd varied ihe wordino- a lillle l.y
saying, that the Belgians were ail dogs and Ihat these
particular dogs were heing driven out, as they sliould
be, that all Ihat part of town was Ix-ing cleared of peo-
ple, ordered to leave their homes and go to Brussels v)r

some other I own, so thai the dcv^l ruction of Louvaiu
could prcK-eed systematically. We [\u ught at the time
that Ihey were exaggeraiing what was being done, hut
were enlightened befor(> we had gone nuieh farllier.

^ye conliiuied down the boulevard for a (|uarl(>r of
a mile or so till we came to tli(> slation. Senlries came
out and looked through our passes again. Wc parked
the motor with a number of German nn'lilary cars in
the sfpiare and set olf on foot down the line de la
Station, which we had adnn'rt>d so much when we had
driven down its length, just ten days before.

The houses on both sides were either partially de-
stroyed or smouldering. Soldiers were systematically
removing what was to be found in the way of valuables,
IVxxl, and wine, and tlien salting fire to the furniture
and hangings. It was all most businesslike. The
iiouses are substantial stone buildings, and fire will not
spread from one to anolli(>r. Therefore tjie procedure
was to batter down the door of each house, clean out
what was to be sa\-e(l. ihcn pile furniture and Jiangings
in the middle of the room, s ,>t them afire, and move on
to the next house.

It was j)r(Mty hot, but we m:uh our way down the
street, showilH' our n;isw<.c <>^•<>I•^• I. ...,.!..,.. I l'....i „ .„
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soldiers i„>tMlIccl in comforlal.Ic .•n-n.cli.ir.s, vJiicli [Jut
I'^xl .Iragged into the g„ller from lu„lr,l houses, till ue
came (o a hllle crossing ahoui half way to liic Ilot<4
de \ I le. Here we were stopped by a small detaehmeiit
ol soldiers, who told us thai we could go no farther-
Ihat they were clearing eivih-ans out of soine houM-s a'
Jittle farther down tht- stnrl, an.l that there was hkelv
to be firing at any time.

The officer in eonunand spoke to us eivijlv and told
us to stick c^ose to him so thai ue could l<now just
what we ought to do at any time. Il<> was in char-e
of the destruction of tliis part of the town and had
thmgs moving along smartly. His men were firing some
iiouses n<>ar by and he stood outside smoking a rank
cigar and looking on gloomily.

AVc exchanged remarks with him in German for a
iv^v nunules, I hmping along behind Die m,.re fluent
lousette and Bulle. Then I said something in an
iiside to IJlpunt, and the officer broke uito the conver-
sation m perfectly good Kuglish. He turned out to be
a volunteer officer from Hamburg, who had spent some
tiurly years in England and was compl-itcly at home
in the language.

We then accomplished the formal introductions
which are so necessary to Germans even at a time like
this, and when we came to Bulk- the officer burst into
a rapid fire of questions, which ended in his proclaim-
ing in rapture:

"Why, I kn(>w your father in Hamburg and went to
school with your I'lide So-and-so!"'

I^•Ininiseence went on as though w(> were about a
dming table at home; minute inquiry was made hilo
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the wclfaio and activities of the Bulle family from the
cradle to the grave. On the strength of the respecta-
hihly of Bulle's relatives we were then taken under the
officer's wing and jjiloled by him througli the rest of
our visit.

From wliere we stood we could see down the street
through the smoke, as far as the Hotel de \'ille. It
was >lill standing, bui I lie Cathedral across the street
wa> ])adly damaged and smoke was ri.ing in clouds
frotti its roof. Tin.' business houses beyond were not
to be seen; tlie smoke was too dense to tell how many
of them were gone.

Macliine guns wove at work near by, and occasionally
there was a loud explo;;ioii wlien the destructive work
was helped with dynatnite.

A number of the men about us were drunk and evi-
dently had been in that state for .some time. Our
officer com])laincd that they had had very little to eat
for several days, but added glumly Ijuit there was
])lenty to drink.

A cart, heajied high with loot, driven by a fat Land-
sturmer and pulled by a tiny donkey, came creaking
past us. One of our party pulled his kodak from his
pocket and inquired of our guardian in English: "May
I take a j)Icture.^"

His intent evidently escaped the German, who
answered cordially:

"Certainly; go ahead. You will find some beautiful
things over tlicre on the corner in the house they are
g<-iting ready to burn."

A\e kej)t om- faces under control, and he was too
- i '"' ^"- oLiivr LiOuijiCo lu iioiicc inrtt
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wo did iK.t avail (.1" liis kiiid pcniuVsioii to join in the
pillage.

He was ral.id a-aln>t I In- Brh/uwH and liad an end-
Ics., senVs of stories of atrocities \hry had coininitt.^l— IIi'm:-!; he adn-illed llial he ]iad none of them at
Hr^l li.md. Ih- look il as .i^ospel. however, that they
liad find uix.n ll,c Crnian troops in Louvain and laiil

ilienix'Ive. op.-n t.) rej,ri>aN. To l,is thinking tlierr is

iiotlnng I)a(l (>nongh for them, and his chief satisfaction
seemed I.. coHM^i in n-pea!ing to us over and over that
lie \va> going the hnii'. Onj,.,-. had l.ccn issued to raze
thr l(K\n -••lill n,,| ,,ne stone was ;e.; - ., another."' as
lie ^ai(k

•111.
I

lo >,.<• whal would IiappiMi I inqtn'red ahout the
i)rovis,„n of The Ila.^ur CcMivent ions, prescribing that
no coilccliv(- pruaity can he inip..M'd for lawless acts
*'l' individual... Ih' disuii>sed (hat to l,is own satisfac-
li<'ii hy ri'inarking thai :

"Ail Hel-ians .uv dogs, and all wouhJ do Ihese t'dngs
mdr.s lh..y arc tauuhl what will hajipen lo them."

' 'ou\ ineiui', lo^icl

^Nilh a har.l JinI in his ,-ye he lo],] u. ihr purpose
of hi. work; !„• ,;,nie hack (o il over and over, hut the
hnrdcu of wh.-.l Ur had lo s,,y wa, .onu-lhin. like this:

'\>e shall make ihi. pla.v a .l.MrJ. V/e sh.dl wipe
'toiil M.lli.il il uilli,,. hard tofiuduhcrehouvain Used to
stand. For general ions people will coin.' hcrr loseewhat
w<- have done. ;nid il will t<,,eh them lo ropr, I ( iertiiaiiy
;m.| lo iiiluk tuicc l,rf..re they resist he,-. \ot one
sfon.' ..u aimlh.r, I |,.|| ynu—Win Shi,, on/ rincnhrr'

I agreed with hi,u uh.u !„ 'vm.irk.-d "lh;,t people
would .euic hen- for generations I,, mv what Cernianv
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had (loiu—hut he did nol st-tuii to fullow iiiv linr of
th()u<;lit.

^Vliile wo wvrv talkiii- al.ont Ihcs,. ll,i„ns and th.'
husiiu'ss of hunilii.tr and looting was pursuing its ord(>riy
course, a rifi<' shot rang out n<>ar l.y. Instantly vvcrv
soldier seized his rifle and stood wailing for an'indiea"-
tion as to what would hapix-n nrxt. In a fru seeonds
a group of soldiers ru.died into a hou«- ahoni a huiulrcl
feel away. There was a M)und of I. lows, as thou^^h a
door was heing lu-alcu in: then a few shots. aiKflhe
soldiers came out wiping tlie ixr-piration from I heir
faees.

"Mnpc-rs!" siid our guide, shaking his ii-l at Ihe
house "We I,;,' g,„„. Ihrongh Dial sori of Ihing for
thre(> days and it is enongli to driv(> us mad: fighting
is easy in comparison, for then you know what vou are
iloing."" And then ah-u.^t learfiillv: "Jlere we are sv,

]!ell)levs!"

While he was talking another sliot ran- out. and
then there was a regular fusillade, which la^l.'d for
fiileen seconds or so: I hen an explosion.

Bnl!(> sIo.k1 nol u]u,u Ihe order of ju's going. ImiI ran
f<»r the slalion. eallin- hack:

•I \'' had enoiiLih OI 111

lion

is. Lei's ^i t ( "III and ^(»
le.

Onr friend, ihe n!Iie,.r. sai,l H,,!],. ,,;„ ,.i„.j,,_ ,,„,|

"''' '' ^\"'"''l " li"' !>.iit of uisdoni for us all h. fall
hack to Ihe s!;,li.,n, u luav u,. \\,„;ld i.e n. M- the car
in ea.^e anything haj.pcned. Ilr slarled oil al a goixl
pae(>, and as \\r wire in u>> imHui to art^iie we went
in(>ekly along in his \sake. \V,. .,\, riook Miille enga-(-d
in an allereallon uith a very drunken soNli,'!-," who
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wanted l(, scv his piiprrs and was instill in- about
H. Instead of taking tlio easy course and sliouinu In's

papers Bulle was oj)ening a (le!,ate on I lie subject,
when we arrived an-l look a hand Our olheer waded"
into tlie sol.hVr in a way that would Jiave caused a
innlniy in any other army, and the soldi(>r. very (h-unk
and sullen, retreated, nuitterino, [,, his armchair o.. Ilie

curb. 'We then moved on to the station.

Outside the station wa> a crowd of .se\erai hn md
people, nio>tIy women and cliildren. being lierd.'d ,,ii

to trains l»y soldiers, to be run .-ut of the town. Thev
soenx'd to b(> decently treated but were naturally in a
pitiable ^tale (.f terror. Just in>ide th,> gates i)f the
lieighl yard were ;i coupU- of women lellin-- their
troubles to a grouj) of olhccrs and soldi.-rs. They had
both lost Ih.Mr hu>bands in (he -^Irccl-fighting. and were
in a terrible slate. Tiie ollicvrs and men were -alhered
about them, evidently distressed by Iheir troiiblt-, .md
trying to comfort them. Tluy had i)ut the older
woman in an armchair and were giving her a lillle

brandy in a tea cup. .\rd the s;nne men may have
been the ones who killed the husbands.
We went on into the freight yards and were grcolcd

by a number of officers with' hop.ful talk ab,,uf a
train coming from l?ru>se|s wilh food. We xutc
giveii chair> and an or<Ic,ly ua> dc^p.ilched \\,v ;, bollle
of wine .so that a <lrink could bo given to HuJle, uho
said that after what he had been through he would
aj)preciate a glass of something comforting.

We^ Milled ,h,uu and listened to the st(»rics of the
past few days. I| was a story ..f clearing out civilians
from a l.ir^c part ..f Ihe town; a .sy.slcniulic routing out



A .loniXAL FROM OFR LEGATI(3X IN liKLGRM l(i.5

of men from crllar.s and ganvts. \vli(.K->ak- .slioolinos,

tilt' gciuTous use- of macliiiic guns, and llir frw appli-
cation of [hv torch- Ihc whole story enongh to make
one see red. And f(jr our guidance il was impressed
on us that this woidd make jH-oplc nsprrf (uM-many
and tiiink twice ahout re.si>ting J:er.

Suddenly several sJiol> rang out ai)parenlly from
some ruins acr(.>s the slreel and the wl.ok' plac(> was
iuNtantly in an uproar. The lin<'s of civilians were
driven helter-skeller to cover-where, I don't know.
Tlie stand- of amis in the frelglif yard w(>re Miatehed
U]K an<l in lev-, lime than it take- lo idj il, M.\,-ial

hundred nu-n were seailered hehind any >or! of shelter
that otfered. ready foi- the fray.

I took one (|uick look ahoul and dccid<>d that the
suhstanlial freight station \\a> the nio>l altra<'li\c
thing in sight. In no lime T was inside, chwly folh.wed
hy my own crowd and a handful of soldiers.

'

First, we
lay down upon tin- platform, and ilien, when we go! ..lu-

hearings rolled o\cr on to Ihe track am. .ng a lot of
artillery horses thai were tethered (here.

.\ppaniitly a numl»(-r of civilians, goaded lo despera-
tion hy wha! Ihey ha<l seen, had handed logclher.
knowing Ihal Ihey were as good as d.-id. ;,,,d had
deternu'iietl lo sell their lives as d.-arly as Ihey c(Hild.
Tliey had gathered in Ih.- ruins of Ihe houses "front ing
on Ih.- s'ati,,,! and iiad opened up on us. There was u
brisk inlerehange of shots, with an occasional tinkle of
lirokeii glass and a good deal of indiscriininalo cursing
!)y Ihe M)!di(>rs, wli,. had taken refuge witli us.

'Ihe .'irlillery horses (h'd not welcome us very cor-
dially and higau to get restive in a w.iy thai made us
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debate wIk Ihcr we i>r(fcfr<'(l >l;iyiiii;' up on the plal-
foriii willi ;i ciiaiice of liciiig 2)<>!le(l or staying under
cover and hciny inglorioiivly trampled to (K-ath. A
joint dcliatc on ilils important (juestion kept us occu-
])ie(l for >everai inimiles. \\r finalh" eompronn'scd hv
tisinngdown a lew hoxofrom llir ])!;itform and crcetiiio

a harricadcof >()rls topi-otcct ns a-a!ii>t any >lray kicks.

A> \\c >al in llif imdi-nificd ])o>ition im]»o.scd on ns

!)y circiim^jances, we exclianged \arion,> frivolous re-

marks, not hecause we iVlt particnla-ly -ay, Imi he-
cause \\(> jiad to do something keep ()Ul-selv(\s

inlercsled and to keej) our courage ..p. Hujle resented
tills, and raised his head to look a! me re])roachfu!iy

«)ver the harricade. and say: -'Don't talk like that; it

is nothing short of lenipting Providence."
Aflei- a lime I?lomit ami I decided to make a recon-

naissance in force and s,,. Jiow j],,. ^..^^. ^y.,^ gelling on.
A\e crawled along the floor to a ])laee from v.hich we
ooiild see out into ihe >(iii:,re. The soldiers were (l;,t

on I heir stomachs l.ehind a low wall that extended
around tli<' Mnail circular paik in the cenlre c'' the
.s(|uare. and Im hind any odd shelter they could lliid.

The car lay in the line of fire l.ul had nol Ihvu siruck.
ANc were snlliciently j)es>iini-,| ie |o !„ eon\inccd thnl
i! would go up in -moke l.efore the low wa- (.\-er. and
took a good look a! onr shoe- |o see w hel her lluy would
last through a walk Lack |o Brussels.

Our odieer came on! frwm hehitid his l)arrieaile and
.sli(»wed us where the illackin- forc<- was conc(Mlcd
ai least h" told u- Ihal they were tlure and ue wcn>
willing to !;ike hi- wi.rd lor il without going across the
.street to make a lir-l hand invesli<Ml ion.
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^h^ tried In inipross us wilh ilu- l,l,,rk sinfiilne.v, of
people \v]i(, w.Mil.l fiiv ujx.ii (Ik- (icnn;m troop., ;,iul

«-;ill.'(I our p;irlu>!lar nileulion to the prooi' now oU'riv,!
ii> lli;il civili;!!!. li;,,! si;irlc.l llie row hy firliiy on Grv-
man Ir.M.ps. Acconlin- lo ll„- (ifrnian slory. wliich
was llic only on.- w<- had li.'anl, civiiians ]'iad Ixrn
Juintod <Iown Ulr ral,. in ,-arrcls and cellars and >lio|,

dowji In <...|,1 I,|o,h| i,i ill,. ,l,,vU ul„.n they souglif
•"'''''> ''' *'i' ill. To my mind it was not surprising
ilial men driv-n lo dr.j„.ra! ion l,y srein- llicir iVimd's
Jiiid tici-l, hours murdered in cold hh.od. should decide
to do aTiy harm i)os-.,,le |o the enemy. Tlinv davs of
Ihe rei-n of l.-rror (hat I m1 heen descril.ed to ns\vas
fiKjugh lo ace,. mil f.,r anxlhin-. and Ihc fad thai,
civilians were firin- n,,u ,li,l not in any mum- jjrove
Ihat they were -uilly ,,f >tailin- Ihe Iro'ul.le. For all
^ve could I, .11 ll„.y niay ha\v slarle,! it ..r llicy may
iiol. l.ul Hrinu- i>y them llnv,. ,hiy. afler llie row
l)Ogan was n,. proof lo any <ine wilh the sjighlesl sense
of tli(> V, 'u.. ,,f e\i.|en<v. On ihe ..Ih.'r hand. Ih,- .lory
freely t,,|,l us j,y the Cerniaiis as t<. I heir own hehaviour,
is en,.ugh to erenle Ihe darhest i)rcsum[)l i,.ns as h, hnv
Ihe ln.iil.l(> started, and would scm to plnee the
Itur.len ..f proof ,,n ih.in r-llier than on the H<>I-ians.

AVhile we were talking ahoul lliis there came aiiolh. r

rattle of fire, and we seiiltlt-,I Lack lo on-- slulLr. among
\hv Jiorses. Kvery now and then a surly s.,l,li,.r wilh
two huge revolvers eanie ;.iid looked over llie ledge at
Us. iiul growled .Mil: JPf/.v nnichrn Sir dnin hicr? fol-
lowed hy some douhling remarks as lo our right lo he
on the pn'inises. As he was evid(«Mlly very drunk and

• ' "*" ''' "" -'''-'
! ••!.;; n«- w«iuia iiuL
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decide on liis own responsihillly to lake lio chances
and i)ut IIS out of <.ur niiscTv. After scleral visits,

however, he evidently found something else more inter-

esting, and came l)aek to tn^uhle us no more.
"When llie row began a motor liad been despaiclied

toward Brussels to recall ^ome trcK)ps that had left

a few hours l)efor(>. Xow and I lien our officer came in

to tell us what he thought of their chances of getting
back.

On one of these vi^ls. Bluuni remarked by way of

airy i)er>iflage, that thai .Iriiik of wine that had hvvn
sen! for was a lung l!m(> coming. Anything as siibllo

as that was lost on oui- friend, for he walked Nolemnh-
away. only to reapjx^ar in a feu miinile> willi a bollh-
and several glasses which he -.el up on tiie edge of \\\v.

platform and filled with .•xcelleni Hurgundy. We>lood
up .Miiong the hoises and drained a bumper of IIk- stuff,

while the officer wandered back lo hi- work. Ue had
gone calmly out into the thick of things to rescue this

boltle. ;,nd look it as a matter of courx- that we should
claim the drink I hat had been piomi-ed us.

rre>ently, with a good deal ,,!' noise, a faiily largo
force of troops came niarchiiiu -louii I he l)ouIe\an|. and
took up j)ositions .around the station. Our oflic^cr

returned, waving a >moking revolver, and told us lo
lie down as flat as we could among the horses, aiul
not I.) mo\»" unless lh(>y not restive. He said it looked
as though an .•itlempt would be made to take the st.ilioii

by ..lorm. .and that there might be a brisk fight.

IIowcM'r, there uciv only a few xiailerinu' shots,
and then our friend eaine back and I old us thai we had
belter -et out and sl.irl for home before Ihin-s be-aii
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again. lie added, Ju.wevcr. dial we must have the
peniiissiou of \hv coiiiniandiiig ofHcer wjio was on the
other side of llir ^.lation. hut otfi-red to i)ih)t us to tlie

great man and lielp us get the in'rmi>sion. TJie way
lay straight out into tlie s(|uare, in full view of the
houses aeross the way. along the front of the station
just behind the trooj)^ and into the railroad yard on
the other side.

Tiial station seemed about four miles long, and the
oliicer was possess(>d of a d(>>ire to loiter hy the way,
reeounting aneedotes of his school days. 'lie w.mld'
walk along for a few steps and then' pause to tell

Hulie sfmie long and rambling yarn about his uncle.
Bulle woidfl take him by the arm and get him in motion
again.

^
Then the old chap would transfer liis con-

versational fire to another member of the party, and
we were obliged almo>l to jnill him the lengtl/of the
sciuare.

The conmianding officer was a pleasant -faced little

mail who stood in IJic shclt.r of a water taidc and
received us in a puzzled way. as though he wondered
what civilians were doing in that neighbourhood any-
way. Permission was readily grant»>d for us to leave,
with Hie ludicrous ])rovi>() that w(> did so "'at our own
risk."^ Then i. ille put everylxuly in good humour by
iiuiuiring iMuoccntly if there was any daiigvr. Kverv-
body burst into peals of laughter, and we were esccjrted
to our car by the .same slow-moving oliicer, who insisted
on exchanging cards v.ith u.. and expressing the hope
ih;it we diould m<vt again, which we could not
I Hiestly reciiH-ocale. Then, after an Ikmu- and a half
iii hicslaiion, wc-g..i away amiiiagreat \\a\ ing of liands.
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The I.ouI(>var(ls wen- descried save for the troops
coiiiiiiy hack into ihe I own. Xew houses \v(>re Imrniii/

tlial ]iad been nilael in Ihe ai'teriioon. After i)assiiig

tlu> Porte de Tirleiiioiil. \\v henaii to see j)(>o])I(> a^aiu—
little groui)s that !iad eoiiie out into the streets throu-h
a eravin-- for i-ompaiiy, and stood huddled lo-elher
listenin.^ to the lighlin.-- in Ihe lower part of the town.

In harmony witii the policy of terrorising the popu-
lation, the (iernians ]ia\e trained them to throw up
iheir hands as >ooii as any one c(.n;cs in sight, in ordi-r to

l)ro\-e thai they are uiiaiiiied and defenseless. And the
Avay thiy do it, the ahject f(-ar I ha I is c\ident. shows
that faihu-e to conij)ly with Ihe rule is nol lightlv

punished.

Our worst e,\i)erience of this was when in coming
arouuvl a <'orner we came upon a liltle girl of ahout
seven, carrying u canary in a cage. As soon as she

saw us. she threw up her hands and cried out some-
thing we did not understand. Thinking that she wanted
to stop us with a warning of some sort, we put on the
brakes and drew uj) beside her. Then sh(> burst out
crying with fear, and we saw that she was in terror

of her life. We called out to reassure her, but she
turned and ran like a hunted animal.

Il was hard to see the fear of others—townspeople,
peasants, priests, and feeble old nuns who dropi>ed
their bundles and threw uj) their hands, their eyes
starting with fear. The whole thing was a niglilniarc.

^^e were dreadfully d(>])ressed, and rode along in

silence until Hulle turned around from the front seat

and inquired in a mat icr-of-l'act voice:

"What sort of w ine w a.> that we drank at \hc station'"
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We lold him. an.] llicu Ik- .>h()ok hi.s head and .said
as Ihoiigl) lo hiniscli':

"I <Irank a hi- ghi» ..f It, l)uf I was .>,, friylilciird
thai I didn't tasic it a( alL"
That broke ll,.. edge of ll,c strain we were nnder,

and we liad a g.HKl laugh in which BuUe joined.
And .so hack io the Legation wilhouf furtlier mishap,

to find everyhody worrying ahont us, and tlie ^finisler
putting liis foot down and annouiu-ing lliat tliero
were to he no nunr expethtions of tJie sort, no matter
what the reason for them.

NoTK—The foregoing is an Impression of one afternoon
at Louvain, taken from a journal written at the time.
It was intended to pass on llie (juotion of resjwnsihility
for i)rccipilating the orgy of murder and bestiality
indulged in I.y the Cernian army from the "^^th ()f

August until the .'jOlh. when orders w(>re ree<>ived from
Berlin to stop the destruction and restore public order.

_

:\rany r,ubse(iuent visits to Louvain, and conversa-
tions wiih people who were tluMv when th(> trouble
began, have only served to strengthen the impression
that tlH> whole afiair was part of a cold-blooded and
calculated plan to terrorise the civilian p()i)ulalion.

While we were there, it was frankly staled that the
town wa> being wiped out; that it., destruction was
bemg carried out under definite orders. When the
r.ennan Government realised the horror and loathing
with which the civili.sed world learned of the fate o1
Louvain, the orders were canc<>lled and the story .sent
out that the (.erman forces had tried to prevent the
destruction, had fouyhj l_lu> fire, .nid bv
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had l)oen ahle U, save tlic^ Ilulcl ,1,. \-i|I,.. Xcnvr has
a governmoiit Viv,] ni,.iv hrazciily. AVIkmi wo arrived,
the dcstruoHon ..f (lu> town was being carried on in
an orderly and sysleinalie way lliat showed careful
prei)araHon. The ,,nly lln'ng that saved the Hotel
de Ville was il„> fact Ihat Ihe Cernian troops had not
progressed tliat far with I heir work when the orders
were eounlernianded from lierh'n.

_

It was only when h- learned Iiow civih'satlon regarded
his crimes, that the Em])eror's heart hegan to I)leed.

Tlic true facts as to 11k> dcNtrucfion of Louvain will
startle the world- hard<>ned though it has become to
surprise at Gernuin crimes. Fufortunatelv, hoAvever,
it is impossible to pubh">li the details at this time with-
out endangering the lives of j.eojjle still in Belgium
under German donu'nation. But these people"wilI
speak for themselv.- when t!>o Germans have hi
driven from Belgian soil, and they are once more Ir.e
to speak the truth.

During the afternoon Count Clary^ had come over and
announced that Austria-Hungary had declared war
on Belgium, and that he had to leave at once. He
has turned liis Legation over to us. I went around
to see him late in the evening, and made the final
arrangements. This afternoon the Danish :\[inister
came in and turned his Legation (»ver to us, as he ex-
pects to go in a day or two. That will make four
Legations besides our own under our i)roteclion.

Austrian guns have been in action fo,- some days,
and now it has been thought worth while to re-ularise
the situation. The Austrian Minister has, therefore.
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under instruct ions from his Cover nnicnt addressed

the following note to the Belgian (lovernment:

Awju.4 28, ")llt.

"Wlieroas l?<-lgiuin, linving refus'-d to accept t!ic j)roposals

made to her on several occasions by Cieniiany, is alfordini; licr

military assistance to France ami (Ircat IJritaiii. l)otli of uhirh

Powers 'lavc declared war upon Anstria-IIunjiary, and \\licrc;is,

as has just hcen j)roved {iio iiidirutiim us t" lioir or nhrn it has

bvcn jirofiil), Austrian and Hungarian sul)ject;- in IJelniuni have

l)ecn olilij^eil to sulunit. under tlie very eyes of tiie T?elj;ian autlior-

i'ies, to treatment contrary to the ni<ist priiuiti\e dciiuuids of

humanity and inadniissihlc even toward subjects of an enemy
State, then fore Au>tr' i is olilij^ed to break oti' dipl iiuilic relations

and considers herself from this moment in a state of war with

Helgium. I am leaving the country with the stat! of the Legation,

anri am entrusting the [)roteclioii of Austrian interests to the

I'niled States Minister in Belgium. The Auslro-llungarian

(iovernment is forwarding his passports to Count Errcml)ault de

Dudzeele.

Cl.MiV."

This Is the first we have heard of .my mist real iiieiit

of Austrians in this country, but then they proljahly

had to advance some sort of reason for going to war.*

*Th<« n^Iiruin ( lovrriiriirrit prrif the fnll.'ainc r<'plv to thr Au«trmn lift Inrntion of wKr.

iiiiiiiwii. t^i i.,n''u(>iiii'<i.'>., I'liiiiif-,! ( Ill'-, Miijx-xii u^"'i> ii'i 1'^ 11,1 itruiisiiiy

lih«» ha« not l>fM>ri alrli' tii arcppi (ir -iiutii> '» nri'portiiN. it i^ Ihth hc those pronotiiiU contpirinli

the vioIhIioii <tf hrr iMiKii«etiiri. » tiiwurt! I.iirojic, t-liKitKeiiiPOtji «turh form tdr rorxlit

of thp rrffttion of Ihr lirltfi in KitiKtlntn. Stir fiiM Im'^ii unable to admit that a JHMipte. howl
weak Ifioy may be, sliouM f:iil in their duty aliii Marntice their honour by yii-litmg to fu

Aniwrrp, Auuittt t!^, 1914.

neluiiim hfia alwHys entertiiineil f'-ien'Ilv ftittinn^ wit!i all her nriRhbniirK without di»«
tiiirtion Slii- hiui t*f TU['uiou,»l> tiilliltisl ttii- . iti'H uiipi *r.i upon hrr liy liiT lii-utrahty If

ahe ha« not lieeri able to arcepi (ir -nuin> '» jiropomiN. it i?i Ihth ne those projionaU eon teiii plated
litions

owever
force.

The CJnverriMient tiavc warinl. .lot only until t!ie uliimutum 1 -i.t • v i •'' '- ' ' 'fl Helcian
territory li-wl been violatw, Ity (ierinan trintpa, bi-fore appi- i .' fbitain,
fEuarantora of her neutra' :y. timler the same terma an ar' lluoKary.
Ill i-ooiiernte in the ruii' - mu) in virtue of tlie tri'^itiea in »li s ,. .>i>

My rep4'IlinK thr inv,*<li'n« fiy fnn e of arme, ahe liaa not even ron.iMiiliHt a tioatile art na laul

iIo»in liy the provimona of Article 10 of The Hague Convention, reeprrtinM the Uigtila and
Uutira of Nriitral rnwera,

Cierniany htu* hrnM>lf re4.oKni**H that her attack ronatitiitea a violation of international
law. and beinK unable to justify it. ahe ha« pleadeil her atrateffi'al tntereula

Itelgiuni fonnally drniea the alli-tfiitiot) tfiat .\iinttiiin and Miiiinarian i<iibjf-(-ta liavr aulTenHj
treatnient in lt<'l«oim rontrary to the moet piin>itive ilrmandii i.f fuintHnity
The Meluiiin t loverniiient, from the very lienitititiiK of hoelilif len. imve innurtl ttie atrirteat

order* for the proleriion of Aiijitro-IItiniariaD peraona and proprity.
Daviuniin.

c-
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The Charge (miiic .iroiiiid tlii> ari.Tii.x.n lo
;i.>k ahoiit -cliin- lo Aiilwcrp, wliciv Jic wants I., fleo
for pr()l(>clion. Ilr was very in.II-naul ]>cnm.o [hr
Military Covcrnor l,a,I n-l'iiMd |.> allow him lo go.
'Ahtn I kr.l !,i,n .,1, uliai gn.iui.l the pcrniisMon Im.l
l)miivfusc,l.lK-sai.!ll,al il lia.liK.t cxacilv Ixvii ivfiiM-,!,
I.nt thai !u' could go only on his ouirrcspousibilil

y'

lie waiilcl us to p,-„(,>,| against this. I lucanlv sii^r.

geslrd to him thai he w.miI.I I..- i„ nuirh moiv serious
danger if h.^ ha.l an cM-or! n'l (i,.,rnaii troops lo take
him to the Hejgian lin,.>. aii.l he Irll in a ImiMe >lale
of miii(!.

Mv. Whitloek and lh,> Spanish Alinisle,- went to call
on til.' Milllary (iov(-nir)r this al'icrnoon to gd ,,|r

•some telegrams which he had proniisrd lo s.-nd. an.l
to talk over lh(- general slhialion. Ai'lcr I ha! they
went to call on Ihe Hurgomasler. an.l cam.- l.a.k will,
a pretty good idea of what was hai.pcning in .mh- fair
city.

The Cnvrnor loa.h'd Ihein up will, a large l,ii.l-..|

of oflicial n.^w.. shouin.- |I,a| (irrnianv wa. vicl,,rious
all adong every line; thai >!,<> was not only .iiasin^ the
I-reiich and Knglish armies around in eir.l,>>, l.ul^lhat
l^ hlaiis were uilhin forty kiloinet.rs «.r |';,,i.. and that
five Hu»ian army ,„rps had I.een heal. „ ii, Ka^l,.,',,
Pnissia. Il really |onk> as though things vv,.re goi,,-'
I>n-lly l.a.ily r.r tl,.- Allies, hut u.- !.ne al.M.hitelP
"'Hiiiig but (.erman iieu> and cannoi fonn an ae.nrale
opinion.

The flerman. are parli(ula.ly Killer against the
IJelgian ,|,Tgy and iusi.i il,al Hie prir^u |,avo inciled
""• l-"i'I<- loalla.'k the Cerman Iro..p. an.l mistreat
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llie \v(>uiuU-(l. So far as I can larii, llii.s is utlcr

rul)l)isli. The authorities of the church liavc }>'il)Hcly

exhorted I he j)(>oj)lc to remain eaiiii and to refrain

from hostile a<'ts, point in^ out lliat any provocation

would bring sure punishment from the CJernian mihtary

aulliorities. Tlie j)riesls I ha\-e seen liave heeii at

;j.reat pains to set ; i exa.mi)le tliut the Germans should

he t he fir>t to eonwnend.

The clergy has a tri'niendous influence in Belgium,

and is sincerely respected. They will he a vital force

in holding the people together in llieir ])atriolic devo-

tion, and in mainlaininy puhlie tranciuillily.

A new (lo\(rnor-(ieneral is to be sent us here. The
Minister could not remenii)er his name. I am curious.

\'on Liiltwitz will rc-main for the i)ri -enl at least.

Tlie JJurgomaster reports tiial the iidiahitanls of

Brussels are calm and liiat there need he no fear of

trouble unless Ihev are allowe io ;;o hungry. A com-

mittee has Ikcii formed to revictual the town, ;iini is

working night ami day. .Monsieur Solvay has giv^en

a million francs, and other Belgians given large stuns.

Soup kitchens are beinn started for the {)oor and the

(lueslion of bringing food supplies from neutral coun-

tries is being taken n\> and pushed with activity.

These Belgians ar(> admirable in the way tliey handle

things of this sort. Thty all realise the imj)orfanee of

keeping ([uiel so as to avoid any possibility of a repeti-

tion of the Louvain business. It would take very little

to start som>tliing of liu- sort lure and tlie result

would be the same—the destruction of the city. Natu-

rally everybtwly is turning to and iixing to head oiF

uny excuse for \ iojencc.
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Bnt.-.srh; Siuidau, ^^m^st 30, 1914.—Our place has
got lo In- tlie l(K'al diplomatic corner grocery, wlicre
Jill the village loafers come to do their heavy loafiii"
They hiing in all the fantastic rumours that are abroad
"1 111*- land, and discuss them with all solemnity. In
the last day or so we have had il '-o,, thr best author-
ity ' that the Queen of Ilnlhtnd has had her consort
•shot b, ,-ause of his i)ro-Cierman sympathies; that the
Kaiser has given up all hope and taken n-fu-e in
Switzerh.nd; that the Tnited States juul declared war
on (.ermany and Ausfri.-i; llial Uh- Ki„g and Queen of
the nejg.ans had ll.d |„ HoHand, and that all was over.
These are just a fe\ .

Troops liavi been jxHiring through the town steach'Iy
all .lay on Ih.- way lo Vilvorde. where the Belgians are
sldl hghtuig. and lo the s<.utl,, wlien- tln're is liravv
cannonading goin^ o,.. The B<<!gians are uiaking a
big flghl on the Anlwerj) road, evid.-nllv to hoI.rHio
attention of o,,,- C-rnian army cM.pi.s and li-hten
FraiHv's h,Hl by jus! ihal nni<h. It is a hopeless\rht
s" i.u- as tii,.y ihrms,-lv(>s are concerned, but it throw.s
their courage and fighting qualifies int(. higher relief.
We are now the j)ampered jjets of both si.hvs. The

r.erman Ir )ojvs cheer our flag when the motor noses its
way through them. The pcH,p|,. of the t<.u n an- e.iuallv
cnthusiasli... an.l many of thrni are w.-aring small
American flags in their but toiiholrs. How h)iig it will
last th.Tc is MO telling, but uhile it d-K's, o,,,- u ork is
made jus| tl,,,! ,|,,|,.|, ,.;,^j,,,.,

Lunch d at Ihr Palace H«-.tej with H.ille an<l Blount
Riscis, the Ilahan Nr.vtary. ran.r in and jo,„,.,l ,„.
Bullr told l,i,„ Ih,. ,.t.>ry of our trip to Louvain with
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embellislnnonts that niadc my eyos start from my
head. I liad not roalisi^d ^vllat a desix'ratc adventure

we had been on until I heard it as it should be told.

It made the real thinj,' seem mild.

Before luncli we drove to Blount's to learn whether

the cannonading to tlie south was still going on. It

was—heavy booming of (ierman guns; no iM-eneh guns
to be heard. Late iii llie afternoon Blount and I

drove ofF into the country to >c(> whether we eould

loeate the fighting to the south. We g<M as far a.s

Nivelles, but all was as peaceful as it should be on a

perfect Sunday afternoon. The jx^opl.- tlifr(> were sur-

prised that anyon'"' should ha\-e thought there was fight-

ing there. It wa^ still mueh farliier to the south.

AVe drove around in search of evidence of lighting, but

could find none. And this after circumstantial ac-

counts of hand-to-hand struggle through all this part
of the coimtr\!

AiKjust olsf.—This moi-uing began with a troop of

people in to fell us that the rough work was about to

begin. ;!!m! that liru----«'ls was logo up in >mt>ke. There
is a go(Hl deal of unrest in the lower < nd of |<iuii and
trouble mav break out at an\- lime. Bad fiM'linjx has

grown a good deal in the pa-<t few days and one good
row would throw the fat in the linv I went through

thr rough part of t(»w!i late thi-« afteriu»on and found

patrols e\-ervwherc. hra\ ily armed and swaggerinj^

alxiui in groups of four, l-'or liicir own sake I hope
the people will not do anything foolish.

People are making anot her etl'orl to get away and ;ire

not finding it ea.sy. At six this m<irning a crowd left liere
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for Xinovc. twenty kilnmctcrs to Ih,^ ucsl. T\v(Mily-
fivo liundrnl of tlicni (.inn^- all over tli(> trains Ihat
make llie trip. At Xiiiovc liny walked a mile <>•• so,
carryiuir their ]>eI<>MMin<,rs, ;,ii(l r-aii-lit a train !o Alosl.'
wh<>iv they clianged for anollier train for (llient. (ii^ul-
iies>kii(ms how many chanijes they had ahead of thern
after that. The Irij) was snj)i)ose.i to end safelv in ()>l-
ond some lime this eveniui;. IL usually takes twuh.Mns.
Hearmy tliat the train serviee was ojkmi and that

boats were runnin:: from (Intend to Folkstotie, w«>
decided to verify the tidin-s and then gel oif some of
our people, who should l,a\,> --one lon^ ago.
To make sure Blount and I motored <l()wii to XInov.'

after hmeh to telephone the Consid at ()>!,nd and
learn the true state of affairs. VvIhmi we reaehed
Ninov(> we found th(< station so packed with refu-v<-s
that lher(> was no getting near the teleplion,- hure.in.
Th<> Ciief ,le (;are. who had never in hi- lono and
iio'ionrahle career had such a mol. to |oi,l ii ovw. was
so puffed up that he could not gel down near enon-h
to earth |o hear our (|iie>lions, so we decided lo pro-
ceeil to .Most and try our luck there.

\\<' mot(»red ov(M- in s!i(trt order and i^ol (|nick eom-
numiealiou with ihe Consul at O.lend. He had very
little news save Ihat a lot of JJrilish Marines had hrcn
landed there and had to-day Keen taken away again.
n<> i;ave ns what we wanted in the way <»f steamer
information.

I got the ronsnI-Cencral at Anlwc-rp on the Icle-

J)lione and learned thai all wa> well there.

As I came out of tli.< l.ootli froiii this second call, [

was held up hy a (iardc ( ivi(|ue, who imniinNl if I was
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tlic Mun.sicur dc l\uitomubilc. \lv would like lo see

my papers. Certainly. Tlwii I remembered that I

IukI left all my I*<>l;^ian papers at the Legation and had
nothing hut [),ii;rrs in (icrman from the military

authorities. I showed them anyway. Before he eould

examine us any furllier, tlu-ee eager amateur Sherhx-ks

came bursting into the room and took charge of tlie

])roeeedings. The leader ])oinled an accusing finger at

Hlounl. and exclaimed. "You have eoiix' from Xiiiovel"

Blount admitted il. "You had a third person in the

car when you left llu'rel" " /^;,v (hi h)uf." "On the

contrary, I lia\-c thret^ witiu\sses to pro\-e il." Aside
from the fact that nolxxiy could have got to Alo>t in

the time we had. il made no real difFerence how many
l)eoplc we had in Ihi' car, and Blount said as much.
Then our a(;cuM'r changed liis j)lan of attack. "I
observed you when you arrived, and you were si)eaking

a language which was perhaps not Ciermaii, but Noiuided

like I'jiglish." "Il ua'^,"' said Blount. "Aha," triimi-

plianlly "but you said you were Americans!"
By ii .^ tin)e the ('h<'f de (lare had come to aii'^wer

oin- (|ueslioiis and we \\a\-cd our persecutors a"«id(»

while we lalk<'d to him. They k<'pt (|uiel and meekly
sl<M)d a-ide. as uc bade them. \Vhil(< we talked with

our functionary, I lookinl out on the s(|uare and saw
tliat w(> W(re a real si-nsation. The (lar(i(> Civiciue

had been called out and was keeping th(> place clear.

The croud was banked up solid around the other three

slues of the -.(iiiare. Thev looked hoDcfnl of s(<ein!'

the (ivrman si)ies broui^hl out and >lio|. Bv sic-iiiu"

our names on a scrap of pajH'r, uhicn the amateurs

i
1\f\ ^' %tr%\n i II n^ I.'
1^ -iQiitiiM: '^ c

,i;n',. ..,,.,

I
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had about us, we coiiviucrd flieni tluil we were harm-
less eilizeus, and were allowed io go. The crowd
se(>!ned prvidly <lisai)pointed to see us walk out free.

The Garde Civique let them loose as we got in the ear,

and they came thronging around for a good close look
at us.

We honk-honked our way through tliem, thanking
our lucky stars we had not had a worse lime of it.

At the edge of the town we looked up and saw two
German aerojjlanes snooping around. A minute hiler
a crowd of pcopl,- surged across the street to bar our
way, shouting that we nuist go no farther, as the Ger-
mans were aj)i)ri)aching the town and that it was
dangerous to proceed. Two young ofllcers - a me across
the street to tell us in great glee th.at they had made a
dash in a motor at the first German outpost and had
brouglit in four prisoners. They were jjursting with
joy in tlieir exploit, but by this time they may them-

Ives be j)risoners.

In a few minutes we came to the first German out-
post, and had our pajjcrs carefully examined. From
then on we were lield up vvcvy few yards and nearly
had our papers worn out from much handling. At one
place a young Lieutenant looked over our papers and
burst out uito roars of laughter at the name of von
Jarotzky. He called to otlu-r otHccrs. They came up,
looked at the signature, and al-o Iturst out into loud
laughter. I asked them what IJic joke was, but they
were not telling.

^^'e got in about seven o'clock, witiiout incident.
^^<Mll Io see von Hi-rwarth after dinner on behalf

of a poor liel^ian woman who've liuvliatid. a Alalor in
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llie Grenadiers, i> (langeroiisly wounded and in the

military hospital a I Aiihverj). Tlie Germans arc going

to send her up lo-niorrow on a molor with some Bel-

gian officers, ^\llo are being exchanged. I saw the aide-

de-camp who is going through with the car and asked
him to he nice to her. TJien to her house, to shut up
a lot of old wonwn of both sex(\s who wvvv trying to

dissuade her from going, on the ground that the Ger-
mans would hold her as a hostage. I suppose sh(^ will

be off.

]Mrs. Bridges,* wife o( the former British ^lilitary

Attache, wa^ in this evening for helj). A British pris-

oner told of Mving Colonel Bridges fall from liis horse

at Mons, mount again, ride a liltK> \\:\y and fall. She
cannot get to ^lotis. >(> we nrc getting her ofT to France
via England, in the hope that she may find him on
tliat side.

It is a pitiful bu>iiiess, and the worst of it is that they
all think we ha\-e some miraculous power to do any-
thing wc like for th(-ni. T only wish we could.

Brussels', Srptewhrr 1. 1U1 ',.-~Y\\v first thing this

morning I jiad a pow-\\<)W with llul>e about how to

handle the fund- (hat are being galluM-ed to relieve liie

enormous aincMuit of distress that we shall have to

meet here. There is a good deal of it even now. All the

big factories are closed. ]M<»f of the shops have their

shutters u|), and tin- streets ;irr filled with idle people.

Importations of foorKi n(l'<. i.\-,.n from the outlying dis-

tricts, have .-.topp(>(l Av\\i\. Coiidition- are bad (>nough

•Colcincl Uruui-s WHS Imilly noun.lod at Mong. Ijut <-»rap<Hl, rccnvon-il, wan mounrtpd Main
at N'iriinort, l.iit !,i,rviv,..l lu.lV,. and havmff rif:-:\~.\ l\.:- r::::k f.f !.i.-.:!jT.3-t-(:.-.r,."-ra! ~i^\V^
BOlilary nicinber u( the Ualfour .Mismou to tlic L'uilid Stutoa in 1917.
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in all conscience, l)iit they are nothing;' coiiiparcd

t(> wliat we liave ahead, when cold wealher comes on.

A lot of ,)aidvers and })ig liusiness men Ikinc ijot

together to wrestle with the financial i)rol,lein. The
Bnrgonia.ster lias his people at work, trying to get
their hands on foodstntl's and coordinate their work.

r went to the Foreign Office and talked things over
with von IhM-warfh. He straightened out some of tlie

tangles, and we were able to get things niovin-
I have no trouble with the lu'glier oflicer.s at herd-

quarters, but I never go there that I do not want
to^ nuirder the large brutes of non-eonunissioiied
officers who guard the door. Tluy wear large brass
plates on their clnvst and look like bock-beer signs.

Th(y have a free and careless way of booting every-
body out the door ami refusing to listen to anybody.
I get fighting mad every time I go there and tllis^norn-

ing got sufficiently rous(>d to develop considerable
fiuency in Cicrman. 1 jnctured to the large rough-neck
some of the things that were going to happen to him
if I was not let in; he was sufficiently impressed to

permit me to stand on the sidewalk while my card was
sent in. When I got in 1 made a few well-chosen
remarks on the manners, if any, of the watch dogs of
the Ministry.

From llic Ministry I went to the Socicte Cenerale,
where I was asked to attend a conterence between the
bankers of the city. There were ten of them in the bi<.-

directors room, and they worked to somt> purpose.
M. Francciui, the director and leading spirit of the
Socicte (ienerale. presided over ih(> me(^ting. He
explained lli(> general situation siniolv and . le.l^I^• ,,,1
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staltMl wliiit lliev had done and wanted to do. Tlicv

Iiafl tliivr points on which lh(>y wanted advice, and
they were hrouglit up and di.spo.sed of one at a time.

By twelve o'clock I got away, and fell that the hour
I had put in there had been well .•^pent.

When I got hack to the Legation, I found a nice

Belgian who had no request to make of us, hut wanted
to tell his story to somebody, and a terrible story it

was, too. He had fitted up his chateau near ^Fon.s

as a Red Cross hospital. During the battle there a
week ago. lO-^ British wounded had been brought in.

The (Germans found the chateau a hindrance in their

operations, so got it out of the way by battering down
tlie walls with artillery, and then throwing grenades

into the buildhig to set it on fire. There was great

dilPiculty in getting th(> v\ounded out and hiding them
in such sht>lter as was to be found. One man, at least,

was buni(>d alive in his bed. It seems incredible that

Ked Cross hospitals .should be attacked, but stories

come hi from every side, tending to show that they

are.

Beside this man's property there is a railway cross-

ing. When a troop train pas.s(>d over it day before

yesterday, there was an explosion like the report of

a rille. The train was immediately stopped. The
officer In conunand announced that civilians had fired

upon his train, and ordered all the men in the vicinity

taken prisoners. Then, refusing to listen to explanation

or tliscussion. he had them all stood up against a wall

and shot. When it was all over, he listened to ex-

j)lanalioHs and learned that the report was that of
ii

,.i 1 ii. ...:t„i, 1,.-
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men as a signal to stop the I rain licfore reaching the
next station. I?y way of reparation, he Ihen graciously
admitted that the civilians were innocent. But, a'!s

my caller said: "The civilians were also dead."
Another i)Ieasant thing the (lerinans s(>eni to be

doing is arresting i)eacel"ul citiz. as by huinlreds and
.sending them back lo Germany to harvest the crops.
They will also reap a fine harvest of hatred for genera-
tions to come.

Poor Bulle is in considerable doubt as to liis status.
For many months he has uol hrard from his Govern-
menl, if any, and has not been abl(> to get a word
as to whether he is Charge d'Albiires or not. T told
him to-day that he had a rather unioue situation as
the representative of a country without a Government to
a GovernnHMit without a country. He extracted a
chuckle from that.

Bloimt made up his mind lo leave for America this
afternoon, by way of ().>l,-nd and England. His
fann"ly was all ready to start, but wh.Mi he went down
to headciuarters to get a luU.rr-pa.sser it was refused.
Operations ar(> a])parently about to be starle.l in
lout Ic bazar, and tluy don't want stray civilians s<-eing
too much. Blount will now settle down here for the
present. His loss is our gain.

The Danish Minister was in again this afternoon.
lie IS going away, and has finally turne<l his Legation
over to us. \\v now have four Legations besides our
own—German, British, Austro-Hungarian, and Danish.
One little thing the (M^rmans have don(> h(>re that

IS echt Dcuhch is to changv tli(> clocks on the railway
station and public buildings to German time. Fverv
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other (;Iock in town ccmtinnos al)()ut its l)u.sine.ss in the
same old way, and the cliange only serves to arouse
resentnii'iit.

Another thing is, that on entering a town, they
hohl tlie Bnrgoniasler. the l*ro(jureur du Roi and other
authorities as hosiayes, to ensun> good behaviour by
the population. OF eourse (he hoodlum ehiss would
like nothing belter llian lo see their natural enemies,
the defenders of law and order, iguominiously shot,

and they do not restrain tli<'niselves a bit on account
of the hostages. Just lack of imagination,

September 2n(L~\ pa{;er. snniggled througli the
lines from Aniwcr}) lliis morning, gives the news that
Die Queen lias left for Kngland. with the royal children;

adding, "she is ('xjx'c.led back in a few days." This
move is e\ideutly in anticipation of the bombarding
of Antwerp.

Now and Ihcn a Belgian has the satisfaction of

getting in a g^'utle dig at the (Jerraans; although, if

the dig is loo gentle, the chances are the digee does
not know it. Last week Countess Z , aged eighty-

four, wiio is li\ing alone in her chateau, was obliged

to put up a CuM-mau (ieneral and his staff. She with-
drew to her own rooms, and did not put in an appear-
ance during the two or three days that they were
there. Wlum the tini(> came for them to leave, the
General sent word lliat h(> would like to see her. She
sent back a message, askhig to b<- excused. The General
was insistent, however, and finally the little old lady
came reluctantly down the stairs into the great hall,

atop- mg lliict; or four steps from the bottom and

"?<
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gazing down ujmhi lirr lodgers with a quizzical smile.

Tliey all clicked their heels and howcd, and then tiic

Ceneral slej)ped forward a few paces and. in his best

manner, said that lliey could not go away without
thanking her for all that had been done to make lliem

coniforlalde during t'le time they had had the honour
of being her guests. When lie had (juile finished, 'he

little old lady replied in her g(Mitle soft voice:

" Mrs.sicin:^-. roii.s- n'circz pas a me rcinciricr. Jc ne

rou.s arai,s jxis incilcs.'"

7?r7.w/v, Srptcnihrr ?, 1!U',.~\ beautiful aide-d(>-

canij) <(f Field-Marshal \-or <]cr (^ijtz tiiiiied up this

afternoon, and announced lliat, if agreeable. His
Excellency the C]o\ernor-rienoral, would call tu-niorrow

aflernotiii })el\\eeii four and five, ^^'c are looking

forward with a good deal of interest to seeing !lie big

man. lie arrived yesterday, but has kept so (piii't

that nobody knew he was here. Tin- aide-de-camp

nearly wept on my shoulder; said there was nolxidy

in the (Jeiierar.s j);irly who knew IJrus.scls. and that

they were having a terrible time to find Iheir way
around the town. Ib-'l! jirobably lia\-e gi( a'er worries

before he gets through.

We have at last lu ard from McCiifcheoii, Cobb,
L<nvis, IJeniU'tt. elc. A telegram came to-day from
the ("oiisul at .\ixda-Cliai)'lle, adviiij; that we K>ok

after tliei: baggage at the I'alaee Hotel. I'rom this

\\r judge that the\- were airoled and sent back to

(Jerni.any on a troop train. They k fl here U>v Ab»ii.-,

and goodness onI\' knows what ad\-eiitiires |1k\ have
been Ihroii-li diiei we last ,aw them.
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Bni.s:srl.s\ September .1, /;9/-J.—Tli)> aflcriioon. at fc.iir

<)'. ':)fk, von (1(M- Gollz (Fi('l(l-^rais!ial IJaroii vou dor
r.ollz PacIia. 1(1 lie exact) arrived nilli a stall" of sevca
oflicers to mak(> a formal call. A crowd (juickly

gallicrcil ii) the street, as their hig gray military cars

snorted iij) to the door. All the m'iglihoiirhood was
ill a great slate of exeilcmciit. Tlu great man is pretty

old and doddery, wears six-claeles al)out an inch thick,

and a lar-e collection of vleeorations. His slalf was
aKo hrilliani in chrorations and silver helmets, etc.

I met them at ihe f(Mit ,)f the stairs, and escorlcMl them
lip. The Marshal is apparently lilind as a hat. for h(»

lu'ver turned on the landiiii:s and would have \valk(;(l

.slraight into the walls if 1 iiud not steered him around
1h' corners.

After one good hnik wc decided that he was to he
a li^,>ire head and leave the real work to the trooj) of

oi'licers and functionaries he had l)rou hi will: him.
It was supposed to he a purely formal call, hut the

old gentleman seemed to have no thought of leaving,

aiul did not hudge for half an hour. 'Ihe conversation

was not thrilling.

Tlu-y finally left after much clicking of he(>|s, and
l!ic Itemonocled Count Orteiihurg iieailv l)rok«> liis

ncr-k l>y !iinj)ing over his -word. Howe\-er, we got
them safely out of the hous<', while .-dl the servants
leaned out of I he windows ;nid look in lh(> .nIiow.

Thr new (io .(riior - (ieneral has addressed x

I'roclanialioii to the Belgian j)eoj<le, an-! has had il

jxistcd on the walls:
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rROCLAMATIOX.
His Majt'sty, tlio l",mj>tT(ir of (l<rmany, aftor tlio occupation

of the jjrcator j)arl nf Hcl-ian IcnitDry, has liccn plv'ascd to appoint

iiic (ioviTiiDr-Cicncra! in Rcl^iiim. I ha\(' fstalihslicl the seat

of the (iencral ( ioxeinniciil in Rru^scls.

By His Majesty's orders, a ri\ii aihninistration has heen estab-

lislied witli tlie (iencral ( io\cr..nient. His Ilxcellciicy Herr von
Sandt has heen made (Iiicf of this Aduiinistralion.

Tlie (ierniaii armies advaiu victoriously in I'Vanc-e. My task

will he to preser\e (piiet and piililic order In l?("lf;iiim.

Every act of the iiopiilalion auainsi (ln> derinan military f> rces,

every attetiij)) to inierfcre with llicir cininnniiications with

Gernian.v, to troniile or cut railway, tc'c^raph or telephone

coininunications, will he ])unishcd scxcrely. An>' resistamc or

revolt airainst the (ierman admini.>tratio!i will he suppressed

with nit i)ity.

It is ine\italile in war that the ])unishment of hostile ids falls

not only upon the (guilty hut also <in the iniurccnt. It is tin- duty

of ;ill reasonahle cili/cns to exercise their inlhience with the

turhulent elenients of the ])oj)idalion to restraui them from aay
infraction of puhlic order. V. I^.'ian cit:/.ens dcsirini; to return

jM-aceahly to their oc<u|)ations ha\e uiitliiT'i; to fc.ir froii the

German authorities or troops. So far as i- possihle, commerce
should he resumed, factories -h')uld begin to work, and tliL' crojjs

harvested.

BKI.GIAN GITIZr.NS
! do not ask any one to Tireuo his ]iatriotic sentiments, but I

do <'xpect from a!i )f \ on a sensible suhnii^^inu and absolute

obedience to the orders nf lh<' (ic-neral ( io\ crnnient. I (all ujxin

you to show confidence in that (Government, aiiij accord it \our

ro-oper.ition. 1 address tlii^ summons [)articularly to the func-

tioniiries of the State ami nf tlie coimhuiics who have remained

at their pnsts. |"he creater your respdiise to this appeal, the

greater the .service you will render lo your country.

The (iovcrnor (icneral,

flrw.v.vr/.t, Srjitrmlirr ?, /f'/J. l!\iiu\ vox ni:u (lOi.TZ,
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At ahouf flvo o'clock, Eullc came alon^', and we
went for a long walk togdlicr—the firsl lime I have
tried anylhing of the sort .since the war hegan. We
tramped ont to the IJois and made a swing anniiid the
circle, no! oclling hack u'-.til half-past seven, when
\v( n^paind to the Pahicv Hotel and had diimer with
several of tlic colleagues. When \ on der Goltz left

us. he had started for the Spanish Legation; hut we
learn<'d from the Sj)anish Secretary that he had never
arrived. Instead, at the last minute, an aide-de^-amp
had come clanking in to (>\pres.s His Excellency 's

r'\gn>ls tliat he was unahle to come, and say that he
would jiave to defer his visit until a later date. Some-
tliing haiipeiied to him a/ter he left our Lc gaticMi.

X had an experience yesterday which made him
hoiliiig mad. II.- left l,,\vn in the afternoon with his
Coii.Mil. to go to .Vlo>t for lelegrams and leltirs. lie
\\as in a car (lying his flag, and had his husso-juis.srr
from the Cerman military authorities. Xear Assche,
lie was stoj)ped l,y an outpost, and told he could not
go any further. He accepted this iu good i)art. and
.said he would uo hack. At this point, an old turk<'y
gohhlcr of a Cencral arrived and lit into him for iM-in'g

there. He n-plied that he had done nothing to which
»'\eepll(.n could he taken; that his papers were in order,
and Ihal he was .rea<ly to return al the first indication
from the n.ilit.iry authorities. This seemcj io enrage
the old soldier who aimouiwed that they would do
nolhinu of the sort; that they were prisoners of war
aud Would he sent iiack under armecl gu.ard. X
protested that this was an outr.iye againsj the repre-
sentative of a friendly country, hut in s[,ile ,,f thi.s
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two armed soldiers were })l;i((\i in [he ear with them
and another l>esi(h' tli*^ driver, and they were brought

l)uek to town as prisone?'s. l{y dinl of arguments and
threats they were taken to liea(h(uarters instead of

jail, and succeeded in seeing (leneral \dn I.iiitwitz who
piled on the excuses. It (hxvs you no good to have
legitimate l)usiness ami i)apers in order if it suits some
apoplectic ofhcer lo clap you into jail.

One of the officers I saw to-day told mo that the

Germans were delilieraleiy terrorizing the country

tlirough wliich I hey passed. 1 1 is a perfectly convincing

cxplamdion of Cerman doings in this country, })ut

I did not think they were prej)aivd to admit it so

frankly. This frank fellow niad(> no claim that civilians

had attacked the (iermaii troops; his only ohservatiou

was that they might do so utdess they were so com-
pletely cowed that they daii'd uol rai>e their hands.

He emphasised the fad thai it was not done as a result

of had temper, hut as part of the schenu* of thin-s in

general. For my information, he remarked that in the

long run this was th<> most humane manner of conduct-

uig war, as it discoiu'aged jx-oplc from (loing things

that woidd hring terrihle pimishnieiil upon them.

And yet some <if llicsc Belgians are ungnteful enough
to complain at heiiig nnirdcrcd and lohhed.

SepfeniJxr J///.- Aulumn is coming with little gusts

of wiiul and falling lea\-es. Clouds an' thick, and there

is a sort of hidden cliill in tlie air. It is dei)ressing in

itse'f, ai'd makes )is think with some 'ii^niay of what
is ahead of Ihe millions of men u ho are in I he field, if the

war is to c-onlinue into the winter as seems prohahle.
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T am sure lliore is soTiiofliing hig in the air to-day.

For several days there has Ix-en a growing nervousness

al hea(l(iuarters. For four days there lias been no
ofKeial proclamation of (iermau victories. Persistent

rimiours come in of large iuiml)ers of British troops

helween here anil the coast, advancing in the general

direction of Brussels. X—-—
's arrest, while on a trip

to Alost, looks as though the German., had some reason

for keeping people from getting ont that way with

knowledge of military conditions here. Another thing.

We were to have returned []ic call of von der Goltz

to-day at noon. Between here and the Spanish Lega-
tion yesterday, .soinclliiiKj liai)pened. lie never got

to the Spanish Legation. Tlii- morning we got a

message from the Ktal -Major that von der Goltz had
"telegraphed" to ask that we should postpone our

call. Where he is. uohody would say. The officer

who hroughf the messagi> merely staled that he had
i)een calhnl away in great haste, and that it was not

known when he would return. Troops are marching
through the town in every direction, and in large

numhers. Supply trains and artillery are creaking

through the place nigh! and day. and we arc awakened
nearly every morning either hy the crunching of the

heavy siege j)ieces or the singing of large bodies of

troops as they march through the streets. Fvcry day
wi' realise more and more I he enormous scale on which
the operations aie lieiiig coiidiielcd. It seems tre-

mendous here. ;md \\c arc seeiiiu only a small part

of (tnc section of the field of oj)crations.

Privately, the Germans continu<' to assure us ihat
..II ,.1..,.,. ii„. i;.w. TIw...



lO'i A JOl UXAL FROM OUR LEGATION IX RELCIUM

they liave taken the whole of the first Hne of defenees

in France with the single exception of Mauheuge,
where there has been long and lieavy fighting and
where the result still trembles in the balance. In aildi-

tion to this they claim to have taken a })art of the

second line of (l(>f(-nces. They say that the French
Government has removed to Bordeaux, which seems
quite possil)le, and even sensible. They tell us all

these things every time that we go over to the General
Statr, but llit\v (id not i)ub]i.sli anything almut it.

A British Red Cross doctor was in to-day and told

us some items of interest. lie said that he had b('(>n

assigned to care for the wounded prisoners who wcvc
being brought back from France on IJieir way to Ger-
many, and thai he liad seen all the Brilisli prisoners

who had been bi'ought back I)y way of Brussels— about
three thousand in all. He said that tluy w(M-e in g(j(>d

spirits and were sure that things would come out riiilit

m the end. There were the remnants of llie Artivlc

und Sutherland Highlanders, wjio went into action

something over a thousand strong and came out only
a handful.

I made two attempts to see Ilerwartli to-day but
was kei)t on the sidewalk and in the courtyard by the
big green dragons who guard the entrance to head-
quarters. After the second attempt I returned to llie

Legation and tt^eplidned him that I shouM like io sec

him when he could get it througli the heads of these

I^eople thai we were not tramps. lie was very nice

and apologetic and had all the officers in the Geinian
army out in the street waiting for inc when I went back
for the third time. All the setilrjes were l.towi. iir»
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iuul given the strictest sort of inslructions that I was
to lie passed along witliout (juestion whenever I aj)-

jx'ared. T was also given anollier Pd.^^icr.schcin lo add
to my eolleelion, (hreeting everybody to let me puss

\\herever I wanted to go. In view of the fact that a
lul of our work here is in helialf of German subjects,

tliis is about the least they could do.

Some news has been brought down from Antwerj)

that mnkes it seem necessary for me to go there and get

back again before the siege begins. I had hoped lo get

away this morning but have not yet ])een able to get

a decision as to exactly what is to be done. I now hope
to get away after lunch.

1 sjKMit all yesterday afternoon enciphering a tele-

gram which I must get off either through Holland or

Anlu (!•]). We are al)le to send notliing but open mes-

sages over the military wire through Berlin and I have
a strong suspicion that these are being censored.

/;n/.v,v(/.v. Srptrmbcr 7, 7.9/ J.— Did not get of! to Ant-
werj) to-day but hope to make it by to-morrow noon.

Tin-re was too nnich going on, but arrangements are

being made for a hii:<scr-jHisscr, etc., and I anticipate

no trouble beyond being ^hot or made prisoner.

CilnM-ardi* came in tJiis morning for a call and then

left for Maubeuge, which the Germans had arranged
to cai)ture during the day. They seemed very sure of

it. Iiut I would not be surprised to see him come .sailing

ba(.-k without having seen 11h> surrender.

Haroii \-on der Lanckcn, of tJie I-'oreign Oiliee in

Berlin, called this morning. He is here to handle
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relations with the Foivigii !\riiiistor.s reniaiiiii. ' in

As we liavo had tlie care of Grnnaii inter-
Brussels.

ests they all come here first and our position is better
than that of any olher Legation in the country. "\Ve

)asis.have things on a worlviug

.^ ptembcr ,SM.—Last night, after dinner, I trotted
around and called on the wives of Mune of the Bel-
gian officials to se(> whether ther(> was any news of
them that T could give to tluMr hu>liands in* Antwerj).
I found :\LtdaPie Davignon, tlic w.fe of the Mhiistcr
for Foreign Affairs, in jicr son's hom(>, peacefully work-
ing away on clothes for the wounded. Slie told nieall the
news of the hou '.e so tliatlcould repeat it toher hushand.
She is as calm as you j)lease and far from despairiuff.

Madame de Brocjueville, the wife of the Prime :\Il'n-

ister, turned her house into a Wvd Cross hospital at
the outbreak of hostilities: it is a beautiful big place.
Of course there are i)ractically nothing but German
wounded in the house now. but the good lady concjuers
her natural feelings and has them as well looked after
as though they w(M-e of her own race. I went in in an
apologetic mood for intruding on her at so late an hour,
but she had lots to say and I stayed on for a long time.
It did her good to talk, and T was m) overawed by her
eourage and poise that T sat and listened in silent

admiration. The wives of the Cabinc-t :\rinisters and
other officials have shown wonderfid nerve and are
standhig right up to their duty.

Count and Countess de X had an in'eresting story
to fell of their exi)eriences when the first armies went
throuL'h. WIkmi Ihc war l>r(>ke on! !!>(>'- <.....,. ..» fi..,:..
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chaloiiu and were cauglit by the first onmsh of

troops. Tlieir fine eellars were enipl ied for the benefit of

tlie invader, l)ul nothing more serions liapjKMied to tliem

until the second wave ciune along. Then there was a

demand for more whie. As all the wine had been car-

ried away they could not comply. The Germans were

convinced that thev were being fooled, and searched

the place very carefully. Finally they imprisoned the

X's for three days in the cellar and then brought them

forth and stood them up before a firing squad and

threatened to shoot them unless they told where the

wine was hidden. At the critical moment a big gray

military car rolled up, and to their considerable relief

they saw that one of the occupants was a German
princeling, who had formerly been their guest on sev-

eral occasions. Tluy called out to him, and by his

orders were innnediately released. After expressing their

thanks to him they went nito the chateau to find that

soldiers were engaged in packing up their fine collections

of enamels and porcelains to ship th^m to Germany.

Another appeal to the Prince, who was most sympathe-

tic. l\v was a practical and resourceful man, and said:

"Of course I'll stop this, but you will understand

that our men would like to keep soni little souvenir

of the war in Belgium. That would be hard to i)rc-

vent. But I would suggest that you pick out all the

pieces that you value most and pnck them away in

that large wardrobe. Then I'll do the rest."

Madame de X was, of course, delighted with this,

and scurried about gathering together the finest pieces

and packing them carefully into the big wardrobe.

't

1'

I.
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where odd i>icces could be put, and llien reported

progress to the Prlnee.

"Are you sure tliat all the best i)ieces ^re there?"
sa}'s he.

"All that eould be paeked there/' answers Madame
deX.
"Good," says the Prince, and then turnmg to his

'y: "Have that wardrobe sent to Berlin for me."
The way the German army cleaned out tlie wine of

the country was a revelation to everybody. They
would not take whal they needed for the day's drink-

ing but would clear out whole cellars at a time and
load what was not .,' -unk or to carts to ])e carried away.
The result was that i)eople who had a little warning
had recourse to all sorts of higenious t-icks to save
some of their store. TIktc was one bright man in the

province of Xamur who removed his stock of wuie

—

all except a few thousand bottles of new wine—and
deposited them in the ornamental pond near his cha-
teau. The Germans arrived a few hours afterward and
raised a great fog becau... aiey were not satisfied with
the amount of wine they found. The owner of the
clmteau had discreetly slijiped away to Brussels and
they could not do anything to him. However, they
tapped all the walls for secret hiding jjlaces and went
o^-er the park to see if anything had l)een ])urie(l--all

in vain. The next morning, however, the j)on<l was
covered with labels which had soaked otf and floated

to the surface, and after draining the pond the whole
stock was carted awa^•.

^Madame B
, who was there, has an interesting

Souvenir wliieh. s]>.e nronom^^ \ci l.-r-fi^ If v.; '.-.:•] •.!.> T">-.;i-_
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ing the first days of the war her chateau was occupied

])y a lot of officers, who got gloriously drunk and
smashed up pretty well everything in the drawing-

room and dinhig-room. One of them, with a fine sense

of humour, took a piece of hard chalk and wrote on

the top of her piano in large letters: Dcutachland ilhcr

.dies.' The crowd left the place in the morning with-

out trying to cover their traces, and M.. lame B
came in to put things to rights. Tlie first thing she

did was to get a large piece of plate glass to cover the

toj) of the piano so that the legend would not be effaced,

and over that she placed an ordinary jjiano cover so

that no future visitor would be mclined to erase the

inscription. When the war is over this will be an
interesthig reminder of her visitors.

This morning I was ready to start Tor Ajitwcrp.

INIy lalsscr-pas.scr had been promised for ten o'clock.

AVhen it did not come by that hour, I went up to see

Baron von der Lancken who had agreed to attend to

the matter. He received me most graciously, told me
how delighted he was to see me, how it pleased him
to see that ^*e came to him with our httlc troubles, etc.

Ill' kept off the sul)j(>ct of the laisscr-pa.'iscr as long a3

he could, but when he could stave it off no long(>r he
said that he n\ust ask me to see von Ilerwarth, who had
been placed in charge of all matters regarding pass-

ports, etc. I made a blue streak over to Ilerwarth's

ofHce, and saw him after a little delay. lie kept me
as long as ne could, and told me all that he knew about
the war and perhaps a great deal more. When we got

down to the subject of my visit he said that von der
* _! il ^^ ^_ itt_ ._i

Wiio iiiiSLuKCU, tiiUt pa35|>Oi Lo cuuiu Pe giUuLcQ
T 1
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only I)y Coloiu-l von Clacr who had his ofTuv about
a block away. I began t.) smell a rat about this time,

but kept plugf^ing away. I spent an hour and a quarter

in the antechaniber of the Colonel, being unable to

get to him or to any of his officers. It was all part

of a game. Both von der Lancken and Ilerwarth

harped upon the danger of the trip to Antwerp, advised

against it and told how terribly Ihey would feel if

anything were to happen to me. I asked each of tliem

point blan'- if they contemplated an attack while I was
there. They both avoided the subject, but said that

with the situation as it was now it \sns impossible to

tell from one moment to another what might hai)pen.

I saw that they were uut .'cided about what was going

to happen next, and that until they did know they

did not intend to let me go. They naturally do not
wish to have anything liapj)en to me or atiyone else

connected witli the Legatioi), so I feel entirely safe

about going.

After lunch I went back I > tJie siege and stayed

until my friend, the Coloi.el, left by the fire-eseajx^

or some ecjually tlesperule way so as to avoid seeing me.

Von der Collz had sen' word to the Minister that

lie was coming here for tea this afternoon, aiul wanted
to meet the Spanish !Muiisler. Tha' was our oppor-

tunity, and the Minister was all primed -.vith what he

was to s;iy Ic t'le old chap. They beat us to it, how-
;'er. The i>robietn had evidently been decided since

I saw von der I.aneken in the moniing, for he greeted

me with the news ih.it the ^lisscr-paJ^scr would l)e

around in the course of the evening. ITe adde<l that

the (leiieral was an.xious (o send one (>f the Belgian
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Ministers of Stale to Antwerp, and would ai)proeiate

it if I would takeliiui witii nie. lie is Count dc Woeste,

the man who has always foiif,dit against having an

army, on the ground that Helgiuin was so fully

guaranteed Ity her treaties that it was unnecessary.

Baron von d(>r Laneken says that ihey will make
out a l(ti.'<srr-j)(i.s.srr on which he will he included,

and that the nu'litary authorities will mark out the

route l»y which we had hcsl go, so as to avoid rumiing

info trouble. 1 imagine it will take us hy way of

Termonde and St. Nicolas.

The crowd that canu o lea included von d(>r (lollz.

Pacha, liaron von der Laucki-n, Herr von Sandl, and
ount Orlenhurg— a scion of a mediatised IJavaiian

family. They lold us of all the glorious triumphs (.f

the CKTUiiui army, and of the lerrildc dnil.hing th;:t

was ill store for their enemies. They stayed on for

ahout an hour.

AMien they left, I escorted the old man lo his car.

liefore lie climhed in, he l(tok<'d me o\<'r curiou>Iy aiul

remarked: ''Ttcn.s, c'cst fmis qui fd'itfs cr Jivjatjc h

Aiijcr.s! Four <//<: jxaucouj) dc ijournijc. ('Iw liuhrriti

iVdrrnugcr \in petit cufr'arlr pour Jous I'trc ayrcdplc.

Mdis il raut nfcuir (niysitof (jur hosslhlr!'' T\\ty

evidently intend to i ,d o|f for a day lo await

cert 'in de\('loi)ment>, md I am to get the henefil irf

the delay.

The Marshal also lold us Ihat Maulteuge had
fallei-, and Ihal Ihey had made forty-fiv*- Ihousaml

j)riNoners. It s«'euis almost incredihie ihat Ihe I'niich

and I!ngl!>h would ha\c left thai many men at Mau-
lu-uge when they knew that it was hound l.> fall.
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Perliaps we sjinll find Hint this is not alloqotlier
accurate. They say noHimcr about what Is liaiip'>iiin(^'

in Austria. The news from England and Antwerp is

to the effect tliat the Uussi;uis are giving the Auslrians
a Jiard time of it.

Tin's afternoon the German headquarters issued an
order i)rnhi).iling the bringing of newspapers to Brussels
from the outside world, and announcing that any one
who brings newsi)aj)ers here or is found with pajx-rs
in his possession will be severely pum'shed. Two Ccr-
man i)apers will be distributed by the authorities,
and eveQthing else is talxM). They evidently intend'
thai their <»wn version of passing events shall b(> the
only one to gel out here.

nrussrh, Sepfnnhcr hi /.^/J.—Ever since the '

ii

T have been off on my little jaunt to Antwerp, and
Jiave not been able to get a line on paper.

I was not at all sure that I was going to got awav
at all, until T got down to the Legation on AVe-lnosday
inonnng an I found my laissrr-passrr, signed by v(»n
(ler (K)ltz, waiting for m(

—

anollu-r to add to my
already large and inten sting c.llcclion. Wiij, it ^vas
Ji letter from my friend and well-wisher, IJaron von
der Lancken, who said that an ofli(vr would be assigned
to a<rompany us as far as the (icrman on!po,|s. lb-
suggested llial I lake along a large wliite lla- to be
lioisled o\er the motor for the nm betwe«'n tjjc Hues.
The note and Itiisscr-pussir had arrived at tlie Ee^a-
iion about one (»',|o.k in the moniisig. and had K.okid
so imjmrtant thai lli,- sjave. wake.] the Mhiisler In.m
a deep sleep |o reeeive tiieni.
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AVhcn T got to the (.fFice I found tluit Villalobar had
not sent over his contrihulion of letters, so I ran ii])

to the Legation and saw him. He hade nie farewell

as though I were otF fo certain d(>alh, and loadtd me
with a large hundle of letters and telegrams.

When I got haek to the shop. I found my fellow-

passenger, the Count de Wm-ste, waiting for me. lie

is a hader of the Catholic party which has heen in

power in Belgiuia for the past thirty years, and.

although he is seventy-five years old. he is still a hig

figure in the little country. lie behaved very w<"ll

on l]ie trip, and if I were a Belgian citiz<'n I should
vole for him on account of his good nerve.

^^e howled off to heafkiuarlers, wIum-c I was miifhtilv

pleased to find that von Ilerwarth had assigned him-
self to the duty of taking us up l<t tin- outposts- just

for a visit. It was the only satisfactory one I have
had with him since he came. At head(|uarters there

were always too many interruj>lions. My old travelling

companion had a hard time to keep him>elf in hand
and not enter upon a joint debate upon the war, its

causes and ju>tification. He did well, however, and
my two j)asM!!gers parted on good terms, even going
to the extraordinary length of shaking hamls at tiie

outpost.

A big military motor, filled with armed men, was
sent ahead to .k t as guide, atul wc followed along
ciosi'Iy behind in a cloud of dust.

From the outskirts of Hrussels right up to the
German ..utpo.ls at Hof>tad.\ the fields wen- filled

with (MTuian inxip^ of every M»rt infantry, lancers,

lieavy artillery. ;uid evcu thre<> or four large detach-
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incnts of sailors in ])Iiie l)lousos and caps. All tlie

men, except Ihc sailors and a few of the Landsturni

who wear conspicuous blue uniforms, were in the new-

greenish grey, wliicli is about the finest color *liat

has yet seen active service. FrecjuenUy we drove

several hundred yards beside a field i)efore noticing

that it was fillcil with soldiers. Several of the villages

between DiegLeni and Ilofstade were partially burned,

and there were evidences of shell fire—whic-h to these

peasants nnist be a perfectly convincing substitute for

liell-fire—and of fightuig at really cU)se quarters.

IJetwecn Pcrck and Ilofstade, the fields were covered

with deep entrenchments, and over some of these were

stuck dummy heads to draw hostile fire. Some, on

the other hand, were fitted with Belgian caps picki'd

iij) on the battle-field, evidently for the i)urpose of

inducing Belgian trooj)s to ai){)roach for a closer l(M)k

before firing. Most of the big treivs along the road

had been cut down, and many houses razed to the

groiMid so as to have a cleaner sweep for the artillery.

At nieghem. the German pilot-car picked up a naval

officer who was to accompany us as far as the outposts

and to inspect liis men on the way back.

On the outskirts of Ilofstade, undei a brick railway

bridge, W(> found the last German troops. They had

some hard fighli?ig here at the tim(> of the last Belgian

sortie, and the bridge and the surrounding houses

showed evidences of >hell fire.

I was ratliei against putting up the white flag, but

both IIer\\;irth and the naval oilicer were u\i^<i insistent

tliat I >iiould do a, s.iying that the country between

llie lines was filled with patrols, both Helgian and
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(htiiuiii; Ihat llicy fell (lial li(»stililu\s were to he
c-oiiinioiurd at any inoinciit. and that any (.nc who
v«Miturc(l into the (li>lrict hcluccn the Hncs wonld
stand a fine cliancc of hcing shot unl<>s^ he carried a
concihatory einlileni. They riyycd up a long pole

on the side of the ear with a white flag about six feet

s(|uare, and bidding a glad farewell to the representa-
{i\es of Ilohenzollern and Company, we started out
to feel our way into Malines. About 500 yards beyond
the bridge we sighted two Belgian l)ieyele patrols

who, on seeing us, jumped olF their niaehines and ran
into an abandoned farndiouse. Knowing that thev
were at high tension, we crept up very slowly so that

they might have a good look at us before trying their

niarksn'anship. They were peeking over the window-
Iedg(\ with their rifles trained at us; but after a good
look at the bhick clothes ami white whiskers of

M. de Woeste they pulled in their weai)ons and waved
ns to go ahead. About a kili^nieter farther on, we
came around a turn in the road and nearly ran into

the first 15elgian outpost

—

six men and an officer.

As we came arouml upon them they >eurried behind
s'.one walls ami trees, ami gave us I lie usual j)leasant

greeting of levelled rifles. As the most jjru.lrnt things
to do under such circumslanco, \\\c ear \\a> stopped,
and I went ahead t(. ])arley. The officer proved to be
young Z . He liu-ned i|uil<' while when he got a
good look at ine, and n marked thai il was fortunate
tliey had tioI had a sig!:! of !-, far! her down the road,
as we would eertaiidy have b.cii filled with lead.

He said that the (lerman^ had tried tluve tiims Ihat

^1 t luiiMi-u iin- iilie> 111 eaiN U\'ni' uie
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while flag, in one istanoe ;it least, willi a niaeliine-

gun in llie ear. As a result of this, the outposts liad

orders not to take any ehance for tlie rest of the time

intervenhig before the attack which was ex})ected to

begin at aiiy minute.

Far be it from me to suggest that our fri(>nds liad

nie put up the white thig, so as to offer proof of the

Belgian savagery in firing on the whit(> flag.

After this little exj)erience, we took in our white

flag and made the rest of our trip witliout trouble.

We found outposts about every hundri'd yards, and
were stopped at tiie point of the rifle each time; but

as we got farther away from the outer lines the be-

haviour of the posts was noticeably less nervous, and
when we got into Malines the mere sight of our papers

was suflicient to let us freelv through.

Since my last trij), the Belgians have been working

steadily at their j)reparati(»us for defence, and have
accomplished wonders. Their large tracts of land,

some of them forming natural routes, for entry between

the forts, have been inundated with water from the

canals so as to be (jnite impassable. Tremendous
barbed wire entanglements form a broad barrier all

around the outer and Lmier fortifications; tluy are so

thick and so strongly braced that artillery fire would
be practically useless agauist them, and cutthig with

wire nippers would be so slow that it could not be

accomplished without a horrible loss of men.

There are any number of huge searchlights placed

on the fortifications to sweep the skies for Zeppelins.

Siiiee my last visit, one Zeppelhi had succeeded in

getting over the town, but was surprised and dropped
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its whole cargo of 15 bombs in a distance of a few

hundred yards, takini; no lives find doing little material

damage. Since then, several big craft have appeared

night, but have .ihvays been friLrhtened away by
the searchlights and the fire of the small vertical guns

which have Ix-en ready for tliem.

All the villages which cluster aroimd the fortifica-

tions have been ra/ed to the ground, and the avenues of

big trees have been cut down; it is a jjretty dreadful sight.

I left M. do Woeste a^ the Grand Tlotel, wliere the

Cabinet is staj'ing, and then made for the Saint Antoine.

Had lunch with Sir Francis Villiers and Colonel Fair-

holme, and sot my first real news since Uiv Prussian

hcadtiuarlers >topped issuing bulletins of German
victories. Sir Francis showeu me the I Icgrams he

liad received about the German cl eck and retreat in

France; and Prince Koiidac '

efT, the Russian .Minister,

who joined us for coffee, \ led with him by showing

nie his telegrams about the Rus .an advance in Eastern

Prussia and in Austria.

After luncheon, I had some pow-wows on ilie sul)ject

that had brought me, and went to see various i)Cople

for whom I had messages. They are a lot more cheerful

than the la-^i time I was in Antwerp, and are ready

for anything.

From the Foreign Office, T went to the Consulate

General,where I found a mountain of letters and telegrams.

Got off my cables, and an-'Wered as much of the other

correspondiMice as was absolutely necessary—no more.

On my way back to the hotel, I ran into General

Jungbluth coming <»ut of the Palace, and was promptly

hauled inside for gossip.
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Tlic QiK'cii, who lias wry proporly come back from
England, walked in on us and stopped to hear the news
from Bru>s(>ls.

1 got hack to the hotel, and found all the colleagues

waiting for me to hear the latest news from Brussels.

I played my i)art, and was nearly torn to pieces in

their eagerness for news from the towii where there is

none. They wt-re all there (>xeei)t the Papal Xuncio,
who is most unhaj)py in the midst of war's alarms and
hardly budges from the episcopal palace.

After dinner 1 was again asked to go to the Grand
Hotel to sec the Prime ^Minister. He had nothinsr

startling to say, but was anxious to know what was
going on in Brussels. II(> showed me his telegrams

from France, England and Russia, and his maj)s with
the recent movements worked out with little flags.

Monsieur dv Broc(iu<'vilK> told me ar. interesting

incident that had taken j)lace at Ghent. It seems
that when the Germans arri\'cd there, they sent in

an officer and several soldiers to arrange for reciuisi-

tions, etc., a promise having been given that they

would not be molested. Of course, the whole town
was on the qui viir, and e\er3-body had been warned
to refrain from incurring their displeasure. Just as

the German motor passed in front of our Consulate,

a Belgian armoured car came charging in from Ant-
werp, loiowing nothing of the presence of the Germans,
and upon seeing the enemy uniform, opened fire,

wounding the officer and one of the men.

That was enough to start things, and the town
would probably be in ruins to-day but for the quick

thinking and action of Van Ilee, the American Vice-
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Consul. He plunged tlown Uk' staircase, seized the

Burgomaster, who hapi)ened to be i)resent, pushetl

him into a motor with tlie wounded men and went

straight to the German headquarters to explain

that the attack had heen made by two men from

Antwerp who knew nothing of the agreement reached

between the city and the German forces, and to

plead that no reprisals should be made upon the

city. The general said thai he was prepared to ac-

cept the statement of the Vice-Consul on this matter,

and that he would not therefore visit retribution

on the town if the requisitions which he had demanded

were promptly furnished. The requisitions were

heavy, and he was ai)i)arently afraid that they

might not be sent. lie said that lie would send in

troops to occupy the town until tlie supplies requisi-

tioned were actually in his possession, but finally

agreed to refrain from douig so on condition that the

Vice-Consul should give his word of honour that the

supplies should be forthcoming.

Van Hee took this responsibility, and the General

agreed to keep his troops outside the town. When
they got back to Ghent, the ^Military Governor dis-

avowed the arrangement on the groimd that the

Burgomaster had no right to enter into an agreement

with the Gernuuis and that he, as Military- Governor,

was the only one with any authority to deal with them.

lie therefore declared that no supj)lies should be sent.

The Burgomaster telegraphed the Prime Minister in

Antwerp, and placed the entire situation before him, and

Monsieur de Broequeville promptly telegraphed back

that since the American Vice-Consul had {jiven his word
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of honour to tlio Gc'-man fieiienil il was impossible to

disavow the agrccnicut, aJid that tJic supplies sliould

he sent out ininiediately. Tliis was a pretty lii^h stand
for the Belgians to take, hut ".hey feel that Van Ilec

saved Ghent from destruction, and are corresponduigly

grateful to him.

Getting around Antwerp in the evening is quite an
undertaking at this time; no si net lamps are lighted,

all the window shades lined wil'i Mack, and heavy
black shades are j)la<H(l over tue small electric lights

in the courtyards of hotels, etc. -;i|| ,,!' ihis lo keep
fron. giving any indiv'alion lo the Zeijpelins as lo where
to drop their visiting cards. A heavy delaehinent of

soldiers guards the aj)proach to the Saint .Vnloine,

and there are patrols in all (lie streets. The f«>\v motors
allow(Ml on the strei-t luivc no lighls, and are stopjH'd

by all the j)airols, uh(» do not call (»ul but lise up
.•^il"!illy in front of you and dei.mnd th<^ password.
Tt is a ticklish busin<>ss finding one's way. The big

.seiinhlighls on lh(> forts sweep Ihe >kies from nighti'all

un'.il dawn, making a uf-ndcrl'iil sort of fireworks.

When I got back to Ihe hot. I 1 foimd I'rince Gara-
man ("hnnay waiti-ig hw ni<' with a message from the
Q-.jeen. .\!>o j)oor Trince Kriicsl dc Ligrie. whose son,

IJa<louin, was kiikd in one of the armoured motors
.se'.cral davs a;:o.

\oiUig de Ligii<\ who was a vohinleer, was in one of

fl'.ree armoured ears thai went <iut on a recomi;iissanee

toward liic Germ;m lines. Jus| before entering a
.sunken road between two fields Ihey 'lo]>j)ed a l-'Iemi^h

|)<'a~.Mil and a-ked him uIk llicr iliere \\cr<' aiiv (ier-

maiis ;in.\\\iierc abou!. The IM^l^anl Nild lliem llialMe [Ma^anl
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three I'lilaiis had been kvu a short time before but

tliey had gone away. The three motors, d(> Ligiie in

the first, started down and were attacked l)y about

forty (lernians unck'r eonunand of a major. De Ligne

was slioL in the lu-ad and died siiortly afterwards.

The man who tool< liis phice at the wlieel was killed,

and several other> of the party were also badly wounded

and have sinee died. Th<> third motor eame up from

some little dislanee behind and opened on the der-

mans, killing or wounding iiearl all of tliem, including

the ofHctT, who was killed.

A young i'hai) named Stra\:ss, whos(> niother was an

American, had llie mitrailleuse in his ear, iuul stood

ui)right, tiring ujioii the (u-rmans without being touched

by \]\c heavy rifle fin that ihey directed against him.

^Vllen tli<- (iennaiis jiad been put to flight he and the

other survivors go! the three cars into running order,

and brought ihem all back to Antwerp, where de Ligne

and two of tlie others died.

I'riuce i:rne>t had a I'ard time getliug through from

]?ru>MU, and was fired on several time- l)y tl." (lerman

troops, who wi-re evv'ii more ner\ous than in the morn-

iug, wIk'U T came through. One of lii> m>plie\\s has

al.M> been killed, and another n(-pliew, Priiuv Ib'uri de

Ligne. is ill the aviation cor])-, and has been in the

thick of it e\.r since the l)cginning of the war. lie

and his wil'e are al-o s|;i\ing at liie Saint Anioine.

On Thursday it miing 1 got caught in aiiollier ava-

lanche of tel(giam> and had to sp< nd a couple of lioiirs

ill the ("oiiMiIalc-Cicneral jjolishing off and lini-liing

business. Stoj)ped in at the i»ala(e on 'he way back

and siw ('.eneial .Iun;,'b!utli. who showed me the latest

It

I •!
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U'lejjiranii. I ^aflicivd up wJiat newspapers I could
beg or buy and sUillVd llicni into a niililary pinwh
to take haek. Had an e;irly lunch, yatiiercd ujj INI. de
Woesfe and Faura, whom I was to hriiiu' hack, and
started about one. We ^,,1 through Malines. across
the only one of the three bridges which is left, ami
started down the bank of the canal toward Ilofstade
where Ilerwarth was to meet us at two o'clock. There
was heavy firing by small guns ahead and a certain
amount of proleclive tiring from tjie forts behind
us, with the shells singing high alii>\i- our heads,
but we thought that il was jjroi.ably ainu'd further to

thesoutii and that we could gd through.

Just at the edge of Maliues we were startled ])y a
tremcndnus n port near-by. and on getting wut to
reconnoitre I <lisco\(rcd a Helgian battery, which had
been (vstablishcd near th(> Convent of the Dames i\c.

C'oloma. The comuianditig officer «)f the bat'erv,
Major \ysseus, whom 1 had kiiov.n in |{ru>-e|s. ad-
vised us to wail a liille t(. s,.,- if there wa- a lull in the
fighting. NO that we would gel through. We uvnl into
lh(> ((.u\cnl lo wail ..mi u< re warmly rrreived l.\ a liille

Iri-h mm. who >li<;->.<>d un Ihe park ami pictures by
way of eiitcrlainmiii', alliioii-li we fell ;i nmch greati'r
inleresj iu Ihc banging of Ihe nailery, .\fler a bit

Major \y-.>enN m-iiI out a mesM'iiicr lo Ihe farlln'st

ballery to >ec w he! her Miey were prepared lo .stop

firing for a hi lie while lo |el us m'uIiV through lo
liotsi.ide. I're>eully an answer came bar k thai al ',M(»

the firin;; would he s|,,p|)(,l for lw<'l\c miluite^ to let

US Ihrou;;,!. We u-.-re in Ih." motor ready to start

wlien anoliier UKv^seiigcr cauie from the outer ballery
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saying that llio Gonnans vciv jjicpaivd to move up

tiicir battery from tlie i..i(ljj;e at IlolVlade—Uie very

spot we were making for, if tliere were any lull in the

firing and thai the IJelgian haltery could nol slop

wiiliout endangering its posiliou.

A'e then decided to go back to Malines and to try a

aircet road by way of Sempsl and \'iile\-or(le. On pall-

ing I gave Xyssens all my cigars, knowing I >li()uld (ind

j)lenly when I got ])ack to l}russcl>, and he, in a bur>l

of gratitude, gave me a liny re\('l\cr lalvcni oiF a dead

C-ernitin oflieer a few hours before Immediately after

gettirig the revolver Xyssens* ordi'rly had handli'd it

rather carelessly, and shot himself in the sloiiuieh. 'l\>

make sure of doing nothing e(|ually foolish, 1 look out

the remaining cartridges and chucked ll'.em in llie canal

as we rode back to ]\lalines.

About a kilometer out of ^lalines we lan into a con-

siderable detachment of Belgian infantry and lancers

and a large armoured motor with two mitrailleuses.

"We were told that tlie iJelgians had taken and retaken

Senipst threi' limes during the d.iy. ;iiid w hil<' neillier

side (K'cupied the town at that j)recise moment they

were lioth advjuicing on it. and that it might be rather

warm for <»rdinary motors. They liiially agreed to let

lis talk to llu- »-onunaiitliug ofiicer, who tarned oul to

be none other tliaii <'o|onel (lunont, tiie owner <»f the

buildif'g occupied by the I.,cgatiou.

He was up ;in a railway enib;inkmeril , lyiuj^ on his

s' mach between the rails, wnteliing some ('lerUiau

I
lirols through a pair of big field L;la>M-s. iirid when wc

hailed him, rolled graceful'^ ..\t'r llie ^ide, iind e,i»ne

<i()w;i lo talk to us. lie had lieeii out on llie liaek
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most of the time for three days and was a rather dis-

reputahle-Iooking i)er.s(m, but apparently ghid of a

chance to talk with someone from the outside world.

He said he thought we would have time to get through

before the row began, and in any event lie would warn

his men so that if we came scuttling back we would be

given the right of way to safety.

We passed several Belgian patrols along the way and
finally got into the town, which showed clear evidences

of fighting; some of the houses were burned to (lie

ground, and all that were standing had their doors

ami windows smashed, furniture l)n)ken, and strewn

al)()ut the floors with broken bottles and dishes, nial-

tresses and goodness knows what else; and alM)ve all

arose that terrible smell of !)urnt flesh.

Wc were nearly through the town when wr were

hailed by a detachment of about iw(>nty Belgians, who
liad got through and occupied the groumls of a villa

on the edge of the village. Wc stopped the car, and

I got out and went ahead, they reniainihg with leveled

rifles, in their usual hospitaI)le maiuuM-. When I ;;<)t U)

within twenty feet of llicm we heard the whirr of a

machine gun—which the IJelgiaiv soldiers call a rlnctna

—and a (lermaii armoured car poked its nose around

the corner for a look-see. Il was firing high to dn'.w

a return fire and locale any Belgians there might be

in the town, lnil they all scurried behind c(>ver, closely

followetl bv me. Thev were lakiu" no chan<'es. how-

<'ver, and called m< to slay in \]\v middle of the mad.
Without wasting any time in foriualily I made clear

my identity, and, o.i being shown through a brejirh in

the wall a disagreea! 1. looking body of (lermaii iiifaii-
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trj' and lnu-crs ahout a lialf a mile away approaching

throui^li a fioid, 1 (ic( idod that we were on the wrong

ro d and made haek for the motor.

I told my passeii_er.s what was up, and thai we liad

to go bark to Malines. ^^. de \V(K'ste, however, was all

for goin!4 through on tlie valid j)lea that he liad no

(•lean linen and <!id not want to spend mother night

oi. of Hru-sel-. Xevertheles we turned around and

started hack, only to rush iuto the Itig Helgian armoured

car which Colonel Cuniont. hearing tiring, had sent

down to re>cru us and e<pver our retreat. This car

st;iy<Hl in the \'illage for a few minutes to meet the

dennan <iir, fin'd a few shots at it, juid then came

back tv> liie outposts.

We thei, trietl getting out toward the west frosu

Maline^^, l)iil M>oM camr to a jviint wheic the road was

inundated, and h.ul to turn back for the third time.

If was tiien ."etting T>ri'ttv late in th( afternoon, and

even M. de \Voe^t<' had to admit that we had best

come back to Antwerj) rather than trv' to make a

roiunlabout journey to Brussels ;ifter dark.

.MI the way back into .Antwerp we me' lielgian forces

advancing to the attack. Tliey are getting to know
the flag better every ly and w«' were greeted with

waving hands and che«'rs everywhere we went. When
nearly in town, a y(>img eha[) ran out of the ranks to

where ac were wail iig for them to gel by,

me by tlu> shoulder, and said:

"1 am born an .\nierican."

*'^^here were yon born?"

".\inora. Tllin.»is. My father worked In

glycerine works."

grabbed
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"Who do you know in Aurora?"
"I know Air. Kvaii-- and Mr. and Mr.

and Mr Hinu pre. "' *

"^^'llat"s your name?"'
Just lli(>n a non-coniniissionod ofTicor came along and

ordered liiin hack into the ranks; the motor started

alieack and I lost Iraek of the hoy in a cloud of dust.

At the edi^e of town we eau.ylit uj) with a British

Legation motor, wliicli was stopped at a raih'o. d barri-

cade, lis occupants roar(>d witli lau<diler wlien Ihev
saw us, and Coloiu-l Fairliohne gloated particuL'irly,

as he liad prophesied that we would not get through.

AMien \ve got hack to llie liotel we were met with more
laugliler. It was the great joke of llie week to see the

only ])eoj)le wlio had f)revio\isly heen successful in run-

ning lh(> lines, caught lik(> \\w rest of them. I was not
at all down in llie moul' . as Aniwerj) was most inter-

<v|ing, and I had left only because I had felt it my
duly lo gel hack to work and to keep the Minister

from worrying. When I saw that there was no way
of i^etling through I gladly accei)t(>(l th(> decree of fate.

AMieii we goi hack to AnIwerj) \ >oon learned that

it w<pnl(l he out of the (luestion to get hack to Brussels

the next day, <»r jjcrhajis cv(>n the day after that. The
Belgians were adv.uu'ing lo an enveloj)ing movement
and all Ihe surrounding country was lo he covered with
I?elLnau troops in an cndeaNoin- lo deal a smashing l)low

to Ihe (ieriuans and eompel Ihem to bring l)ack more
troop> from the front in I-'ran. e. Colonel T air-holnie

asked me to accnnipany him to the front next morn-
ing, and I aeeepii',! aIiIi an alacrity which startled him.

• Koraicr Anii'rinin Miuisu r ot Tt.r llmuf
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After dinner T made another excursion into llie

darkness and told Monsieur de Woeste llial lliere was
no prospeet of g<"lting haek to Brussels the next (hiy.

His coUeagues, wJio were there also, inii)ressed upon
Iiini the futility of going, and he iiually resigned liini-

self to slaying, altlioiigh he kept insisting that he
infinitely j)referred danger to lioivdoni, which was his

lot so long, as he had nothing to do hut sit ai'cjund the

hotel.

Friday morning while T was waiting for tlie Colonel
to get ready and was doing n:y little errands down
town, there came a great roariiig i>f a crowd, and the

chauffeur, knowhig my curiosity, j)ut on steam and
spurted down to the houlevards just in time to run into

a batch of three hundred (ierinan prisoners Iieini:

brought in. They were a dejected-looking crowd, most
of them Landsturm, haggard and sullen. TJie crowd,
mindful of the things flu- ('lermans have been doing to

this little country, \\(-n> in no friendly mooil, but (' d
nothing violent. There v. as only a small guard of

Belgian Garde Civi(|ue to escort the jn-i.-oiiers, !)ut

there were no brickbats or vegetables. The peoj)le

hmited themseh > to hoots and catcalls and hisses

—

which were j)retty thick. .Vnd even this was frowned
upon by the authorities. Within a (.-ouple of hours the

Military Governor had jjosted a prfK-lamatien begging
the people of Antwcip l<t niainlain a more dignificMi

attitude and to refrain from any hostile demon -I la I ion

again.vt other jirisoners. This batch was surroumled, and
caught ;.t Aiischol, wluic the (u-rmans are said to

have c<mmlll,«l all sorts of atrocities for the past
three week-. Among tlie prisoners was the coinnuuid-
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\n<^ officer, who was accused of being resi)()n>il)le foi- a

lot of the outrages. lie was examined hy the military

court, wlii(;h sits for the purpose, and admitted having

done most of the things of which he was accu.M-d,

pleading in his own defence that he had done them

only in obedience to superior orders, to which he had

protested. The soldiers who made the cai)ture dis-

claimed a large part of the credit for it on the ground

tlmt most of the Cermans were drunk and that they

were too dazed to get to their arms. Stories of tliis

sort keep piling in from every side.

We got away at eleven to Lierre, wliere the King

has established his head(iuart(>rs for his movement.

The roau lay to the southeast and was through c<^im-

try I had not traversed before. The a>pect was the

same, however—long stretches of destntyed houses

and fellcil trees, barbed-wire cntangK nients and in-

undat(>(l fields. It is a monrnl light-

Little Lierre was nnliainied, and I liopi* it n^ay re-

main so. The (Irande Place was filled with >latF

motors, and there was a constant coming and going of

motors and moto.eycU's bearing mess( ng(>r-> to and from

the field of operations. IIead(|uarters was establisiied

ill the Hotel de \'illc, which bears on its tower the (' ito

l;3()')—a fine old building, not large, but ])eauliful.

In the morning a message iiad come ordering Colonial

DuCanc back to Kngland. lie was out iu the fiehl,

and we had to wait until he came in to (le!i\-er it t(. hi^n.

The King was al>o away, but we put in our time talk-

ing with the ollieers on <lut\- a> to the nioNi uient and

its progress, and then went out for a ^troll around tli-r'

town. We looked into t'le old church .ind I 1opi>rd



A JOTRXAF. VIIOM OFR LEGATION IN" liKLClIlM -217

;ii!(l I)oii:;lil an ofnccr's forage caj) as a souvenir of tlie

j>laee. liy the lime we had poked around \\iv nei,i;li-

bourliood and inspected the other Schoisiriirditjkcitrn

of the town it wa> hmeh lime and we joined an officers'

mess in the baclv room of a hi lie cafe on the xjuare, and

llien, to kill lime, sal ill front of another cafe iUid had

coffee ;ui(i a cigar.

We could not get started until Colonel DuCane had

n'turned and received his message, so we sal in fronl

of our little cafe and growled. It was maddening to

wusle our lime then* while the guns were thundering

ail around us and we knew from llie signs of activity

al head(iuarlers Ihat big things were toward. After

a lime a little iiian, the Senator for the district, came

out and asked us into his house, directly across the

street from the IIoU'l de \'ille. IL was raining hard

and we wt'rt> r(\idy for a change, so we acce])led gladly

and were entertained with champagne and cigars to

the n)ii>!(; of falling rain and booming cannon.

Our Senator was very much donii in the mouth

about ihe situation in general ai.d wanted to talk about

il. The Colonel told him of the bulletins that had

been j)ublished in Antwerp as to tl;e progress of the

camp.iign, and as this went on he clu-ered up visibly

minute by minuie whether as a residt of the good

news or the chami»agn(\ I don't know.

The Colout'l was calle(l away after a time to talk to

Lord Kilclienc:' over the telt'j)hon". Kitchener keeps

himself informed directly as to the progress of opera-

tions and the knowledge that he may drop in over tlu^

telephone at any minute giv<>s hi> ollicers a very com-

fort ing feeling that they ;ire not forgotten
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Finally, al'tcr dark, Colonel DiiCane and Captain
Ferguson canu' in, and we yol under way. It was too

late h) ^o forward wilh lioi)e.s of seeing anvtliinir, hut

it was evident that things would he as hot as ever

the next day and that I eould not hope to get my
charges hack lo Brussels. Aeeordingly the Colonel's

unitation was extended and ac ejjli'd, and we turned

ba(;k toward Antwerp cousidendjly disappointed.

While we were waitMig around trying to make up
our minds— if any— T ran inio Noun^' Strauss, the lialf-

Ameriean, who was in the armoun I ear behind young
de Ligne. He was really the principal hero of the

occasion, having stood bolt upright iii his car and rid-

dled the (lernian forces wilh his mitrailleuse until the

few survivors tunuul and fled. He had witli him two
of the other survivors of lii> party. All of them had
been decorated with the Order of Leo])()ld for their

behaviour. An ordi-r like tlial look., pretty well on a

private's uniform, particularly when given with such
good reason.

We had retrt^ited inside the Hotel de Ville during a
j)articularly hea\y downpour of rain, when in came
the King, wlio liad vpcMil the whole day in the field

with th(> troops, lie was drenched to the skin, l)ut

canu' briskh- uj) the steeps, talking seriously with his

aid( -(!c-cam[). lb- sloj)i)ed .irid spoke with us all and
took Colonel I)uCaii(> into his sludy and had a few
nuniiU-s lalk with him bv wa\ of farewell. The Kinir

shou> up finely in llu ])resent situation and all the

foreign inili'ary attaches are enlh"siaslie about his

abilily. lb" is in --npreme eominand of tlu^ army and
no detail i> loo iu>ignilican! f(»r \\\> atleiition.
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We got the i)ass\vord and made l)a(k for Autwerj)

in I he dark, k-aviiig Cokniel DuCaiu^ and Caplaiu

Ferguson to spend tlie niglit at Lierre. We were la

had luek and got slopj)ed at every raih-oad crossing

along the way. Troop and supi)ly trains we"e pouring

down toward the front and Red Cross trains were

])ringlng hack the wounrk'd in kirge nuinlx vs. Botli

sides nnisl have suffered heavily during tlie day. and

there may be several days more of tills sort of lighting

before there is a lull.

WIu'ii we gol back lo the hotel we found Sir Francis

waiting for u> will: a glowing telegram and an ecpially

glowing face. It was the most enthusiastic message

yet rcceiveil from I he Brili>h "War Ofhce, which has

been very restrained in ils daily bulletins. For the

fir>l time ihat day it spoke with a lilllc j)unch, speak-

ing of the "roulcil enemy" and their being "vigorously

pressed." We ttn!ible(l through a ha^ty bath and got

down to dimn-r in short order.

After dinner it was the same old performance of

going o\('r to the (iraiul Hotel and labouring with Mon-

sieur de W<teste, who was still beiil ou getting home
lo his clean linen without further dilay. It look tlic

nulled arginncnts of the Cabinet, which was in session,

to coiuince him that it would be useless ami f(H)lish lo

try lo^et a\\;iy. I'iually he yielded, wit h a worse grace

than on the pre\ioii> evening. I had a eoinforlable

\i-il with -evi'ial of the Minister^, who wei'e i:lad to

hear n«'\\ s of Ihi-ir i.inulics in Hrusscb, and asked ine

lo remember all sorts of me-^ai;es to lie given on my
p'l urn. I oidy liope I hat I >lia not gel the messages

...1 .,(V,.-.i;, \\ I I I > Mil' It !'< til If I k<^< tlkU"
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The Cahuict was going lliroiigli I lie lativsL tt'logranis

from llic various fields of aclioii. TJicy (\('ii had some
from S("r\-ia and were (h'cidcdly clicMM-cd uj), a big

cliaiigc from llie (h)gg('(l (kMcrmination with whicJi ihey

wore facing had news ihe last lime I was in Anlwerj).

Saliu-day morning the Culoncl and I were called at

six, and al sc\ en we gol away in a pouring rain over the

same road l(. hicrrc thai we had travelled the day before.

There wasa hig forceof workmen hard at it in the vicinity

of the ont(T forts, burning houses and choi)i)ing down
trees and building i.arl)e(h\vire entanglements. It is a
scene of desolatidu. but it is necessary in a fight like this.

Wc found things moving ra[)idly at hcad(|uarters in

Lierre. Messengers were pouring in aiid orders gohig

out with twice the activity of the day before. The
movement had been under way for two hours when we
got there and the guns were b(»omiiig all around.
After learning as nmch as we could of the disposition

of th(^ troops we went out and stocked up with bread,

clie(>st>, and mineral water, and started forth to see

what wc (toiild of the ()peraii«»ns. Wc took along a
\(iung odicer from headcjuarters to show us the road.

^^"e soon saw that he did not know the roads and could
not e\-en read a map, and bad to take over that work
ourselves. Colonel Fairhohin- and I went in my motor
with the h< ad(|uarlers passengt'r and Colonel DuCane
and Ferguson followed in their own car with sin orderly.

"We got to Malines without difliculty and got out for a
look al the Cathedral. It is a dr(>adful sight, all the

wonderful old fifteenth century glass in j)owdcr on the
floor. Part of the roof is caved in and there are great

gaping h<»les In the lauii, .showing where the .shells



A JOIRXAI. FRO>r OT'R T.K(iATIOX IX liKLGIUM 221

slruck tliat fell short of Uirir iiinrk. A few of llio sur-

rounding bouses, holongiu^' to culirt'ly p(>accful citi-

zens, were completely wiped out while they were gel-

ling the ran<;(>. It is hard to see what useful military

purpose is served hy smashing ehuri-Iies and peaceful

halntations, wIk-u th«>re are no troops about the place.

Malines was bombarded when the trooi)s had with-

drawn!. It is hard to reconcile with (lot! mit un-t.

Before we l»>ft Lierre, nine troopers of the Land-

sturm were marched into the hallway of the Hotel

de Ville, to be examined by the ofiicer who is there ft)r

that purpose. They were a depressed lot who liad

run iiway and given themselves up. so as to be spared

the hardships and dangers of the n-st of the war. They

answered (luestions freely, telling all they laiew as

to the disposition of troops and making their getaway

toward the local lockuj) with -real alacrity as soon as

the word was given to move. >rost of llu>m were

Bavarians. Colonel Fairliolme speaks (lerman like a

native. He talked with these chaps, and there was

some interesting conversation. They were all with-

out enthusiasm f(«r the war, and all expressed indigna-

tion at having been l)rouglit out of the country,

mauitaining that th<' Landsturm ciunot be used for

anything except the maiutenanct^ of onh'r m the

Empire. T think they are wron.-; about that, but

this was no joint debate on (ierman law. aiul no attempt

was made to so<>th tli^ir injured feelings. A lot of

men were brought in while \\e were there. >ome of them

I)riMiners taken du-ing the li.-liling, but a great many

of IIkiu fugitives wiio were sick of the war, and <»idy

aski'd to gel otF with a whole skin.
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As they marched out of the hall, llie Kirii.-; came in

from the field for a look at the morning's l(>legrams.

He had been out since long before daybreak, and was

covered with raui and nuid. He shook liimself \i'for-

ously, sj)raying everybody with raindroi)s. aiid tjien

stop])ed to speak to us before going in for a cup of

coffee and a look at the news.

From Malines we made back along the northern

side of the canal, in an endeavour to find the head-

((uarlers of the —Ih Division. We went tln-ougji a little

village where all the inhabitants were standing in iJie

road, listening to the cannonading, and spun out upon
an empty and suspiciously silent country road. A
little way 'at we found a couple of dead horses which

the thrifty peasants had already got out and skiiuu'd.

I didn't like the looks of it, and in a miinitc the Colonel

agreed that he thought it did not look like a road

behind the lines, but our little staff officer was cock-

sure that he knew just what he was talking aliout,

and ordered the chautfi-ur to go ahead. Then we heard

three sharp toots on the horn of the car behind—the

signal to stop ;md wait. And it came pulling up along-

side with an inijuiry as to wliat we meant by "barging"

along this sort of a road which likely as not would
land us straight inside the enemy's lines. There was
a spirited discussion as to whether we should go ahead

or go back and strike over through Kynieruun, when
we heard a shell burst over the road about half a mile

ahead, and then saw a motor filled with IJelgian

soldiers comnig back toward us full tilt. The Colonel

>topp('d them and learned tli.tt fliey hail been out on

a reconnaissance with a motor-cyclist to hxjale the
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(uTUiaii lines, wlilch were found to be jusl beyond

wliere llie shell had burst, killing the motor-cyclist.

It would hav(> been a little too ignominious for us to have

gone bowling straight into the lines and get taken

prisoncM-s. We turned around and left that road

to return no more that way. We got about half-way

up to Rymenani when we nut some Belgian officcTs

ill a motor, who tolil us that a battery of the big

French howitzers, whicli had just gone into action

for the first time, were in a wood near II . ^^e

turned around once more, and made for II by

v.;>y of Malines. We found the lieadquarters of the

— ih Division, and went in and watchetl the news come

in over the field t(>lephone and telegraph, and by

messengers on motor-cycles, bicycles and horses straight

from liie i\cM. The headquarters was established in

a little roadside inn about half a mile outside the town,

ami was as orderly as a bank. Officers sat at the various

uislrumcnts and took notes of the different rejwrts as

they came in. Ueimrts were discussed quickly but

quietly, and orders sent out promptly but without

confusion. The map' were kept up to the minute

by changing the little Hags to show the positions o!

the tlitTcrent troops right at the minute. There was

telephone conununication with the forts, and several

times they were ordered to T)our fire into a certain

spot to cover an advance or a retreat of parts of the

Belgian forces, and, at other times, to cease firing, so

as to let Belgian troops cross or occupy the exact spot

they had been bombarding. It was a wonderful sight

to watch, and it was hard to realise that this was

merely a highly .scientific business of killing human
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beings on a large scale. It was so husiness-like and
without animus, that lo anj'oue not knowing the

kng'iagc or conditions, it might have passed as a busy
day in a war otiice connnissary when ordering supplies

and giving orders for shipment.

Just outside the head(|uarters was one of the fine

Gernuin kitchen wagons with two fine Norman horses

which had })u!led it all the way from Germany. It

had been stationed in the groimds of a chateau not
far awiiy, and three men of its crew were hard at work
getting a meal when a little Belgian soldier with two
weeks' growth of beard waltzed nito the garden, shot
one of the men dead ami captured the other two. lie

disarmed them, i)ut roix\s around their necks and
drove tlie kitc-lu^n to headquarters in triumph. He
was proud as punch of his exploit, and, for that matter,
so was everybody else around the j)lace.

In a field of turnips a couple of hundred yards away
from the headfjuarters were the howitzers. There
were Ihnx- of them in a row with three ammunition
wagons. They had b(>en sent here only a few days
ago, and they were promptly put into action. They
were planted here, slightly inside the range of the guns
from the outer forts, and were able to drop shells six

niil(\s from where we stood, or about five miles outside

the range of the f(»rt guns. They toss a shell about
two feet long, filled with deadly white powder, six

miles in ten seconds, and when the shell strikes any-
thing," it Ihoes rocks at yeh!" as the darkey .said about
our navy guns. The battery was planted down behind
a little chunj) of pines, and was dropping shells mto
a little v:llag(> where there was a considerable force
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of Germans about to he attacked. The Germans must

have been puzzled by this deveU)pment, for they had

counted on being able to advance safely up to the nmge

of the forts, feeling sure that the Belgians had no

powerful field gims of this sort.

We were introduced to the officers commanding the

batter}', and watched their work for nearly two hours.

One of the officers was Count Guy d'Oultremont, adju-

tant of the Court, whom I had known in Brussels. He

was brown as a berry, had lost a lot of superfiucjus

flesh, and was really a fine-looking man. lie had been in

Namur, and had got away with the Belgian troops who

went out the back door into France and came home

by ship.

After we had been watching a little while, an aero-

plane came circlmg aroimd, evidently to six)t the

place where these deadly cannon were. It cruised

around for some time ui vain, but finally crossed

straight overhead. As soon as wc were located, the

machine darted away to spread the news, so that the

big German guns could be trained on us and silence

the battery; but the Belgians were Johiuiy-at-the-rat-

hole again, and he was winged by rifle fii'c from a

crowd of soldiers who were resting near the head-

quarters. They killed the observer and wounded the

pilot himself, to say nolhmg of poking a hole in the

oil tank. The machine volplaned to earth a few

hundred yards from where we w(>re, and the pilot was

made prisoner. The machine was hauled back to the

village and shipped on the firsi out ^.»ing train to

Antwerp as a troi)hy.

We were leavmg the battery and were slipping and
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sliding Ihrougli the cahhages on our way hack lo tlie

road, wlien we met tlie King on foot, aeeonipanied
only by an aide-de-camp, coming in for a look at Uie
big guns. lie stopped and spoke to us and finally

settled down for a real talk, evidently thinking that
this was as good a time as any other he was likely
to find in the inunediale future.

After talking shop with the two colonels, he turned
to me for the latest gossip. lie asketl me about the
story that the German officers had drunk his wine
at the Palace in Laeken. I told him Uiat it was
generally accei)ted in Brussels, and gave him my
authority for the yarn. He chuckled a little atid then
said, in his quiet way, with a merry twinkle: "You
know I never drijdv anything but water." lie cogitated
a minute and then, with an increasetl twinkle, he
added: "And it was not very good wine!" He
seemed to think that he lia(' quite a joke on the
Germans.

As we talked, the sound of firing came from the
German lines not far away, and shrapnel began falling
in a field on the other side of the road. The Germans
were evidently trying to loc-ate the battery in that
way. Most of the shrapnel burst in the air and did
no damage, but some of it fell to the ground before
bursting and sent up great fountains of the soft black
earth with a cloud of gray smoke with murky
yellow splotches in it. It was not a reassuring sight,
and I was perfectly willing to go away from therei
but being a true diplomat, I remembered that the
King ranked me by several degrees in the liierarehy,
and that he must give the sign of departure. Kings
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ci'ciii jJOWcrU^ss lo move at such limes. li(j\\cver, so

we stiiyed ;iii(l i;ilk'-(I while llie lu dy tilings popiKxh

His Miijesly and I cHm})e(l to a (lignifiecl position on

a pile of ruhl)ish,\vhenee we could gel a g(M)(l view U])

and down the road, and see the French guns which

were in action again.

A litUe later Ferguson, who was standing

not far away, got hit ^v!th a httle sliver and had a

hole punched in the shouhler of his overcoat. It

st(»i)ped there, however, and did not hurt him in

the least. He looked rather astonished, jHilled the

little stranger from the hole it had made, looked at it

quizzically, and th"n i)ul it in his pocket and went

oji watching the Freneli guns. I think he would hav(>

been (juite justified hi stopphig the battle and showing

his troi)hy to everybody on both sides.

The King was much interested in all the news from

Brussels, how the ixM)pl(> were behaving, what the

Germans were doing, whether there were crowds on

the streets, and how the town fell about the pertbrm-

ances of the army.

He realised what has happened to his little rounlry,

and made me realise it for the first time. He raid

that France was having a hard lime, but added that

perhaps a sixth of her territory was invaded and

occupied, but that every bit of his country had been

ravager] and devastated with the except ion of the little

bit by the sea coast and Antwerp itself, which was

getting pretty rough treatment, iii order to put it in

shape to defend itself. He spoke with a great deal of

feeling. And no wonder!

Then to change the lone of the conversation, he
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looked down at my ])ivtU- patonl loalhrr shoes, and

asked in a l)antering way wliellier those were a i)arl

of my figlilin'4 kit, and where I liad i^iA tht-m. I

nnsw(Ted: "I got Ihem >e\eral months au'o to make
my fifi b('W to Ynur Majesty, al Laekeiil" lie

looked around for a hit at the so.^^iiy fields, the mareli-

in^ trooi)s, an 1 li;en down at liie sleaniini;' manure
heap, and reuiarkecj wlh a little (|iiirk to liis lii)s:

"Wedidnot think then thai we >liould hold our first good

conversation in a i)laee like I hi-, did we?" He smiled in

a sad way, hut there wa> a '-il more >adnes< than mirth

in what he said.

(iuy (rOultremonl came up and said something

that I did not und<'r>land, and we startecl haek toward

the hea<l(iuarlers. W" <' 'oped oppo-itc the inn, and

the lw(i colonels were (..uled up for a litlk^ more
talk

Ju>l Ihrn a crowd of prie-l--, with Red C'ro>s hrassards

on llieir arm>, came down the idad (Hi their way to the

hattlefield to ^atiier up the wounded. With his usual

shyne>s thi- Kin,u willulrew a few sl<-p> to scrk shelter

liehind a motor that ua'^ slandini;- near hy. As we
talked, we <'d-('d h;i( k a little h»rcin^ him to come
forward, m» that he was in plaii, sit;ht of the prit^sts,

wIk) promptly hroki- out in a hearty "I'l'ic h mi!" He
blushed and wa\<'d hi> hand at them, and, after they

had pa>>e(i hy, shook hand- with u- and hilloucd them
on foot out onto the licld. In niciliin warfan- a Kintr's

place is supposed to he in a pirrcclly n;i!c spot, well

l)a('k of tilt jiruiL; hiif, lii|l hi' doi'^ not pla\" the "'ame

that way. I!\fr_\ day mucc the wai- lie|:an, he ha- gone

straiglil out into the lliiek of ii. with the -hell- hur-ting
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all around and even within range of lioslile rifle fire.

It is a dangerous thing for liini to do, but il (Uk^s tlie

troops good, anil puts heart into them for the desperate

fighting they are ealled upon to do. They are all

splendidly devoled to him.

The rain st<)i)pi'd as we got into the motors and

started back toward MaiineN. with the idea of locating

the other Icillery of ohiisirrs. There was a sharp

volley of tlu-ee toots on (j)lonel DuCan(>'s liorn, and

we came to a sudden stop, witli the emergency brakes

on, to receive the infornialion tjiat it was two o'clock

and time for lunch, \oiie of us ]iad kej)t any track

of lime, :uid all were ready to go sailing along in-

definitely without f<M)d. As soon as we had noticed

the lime, how( ver, we all became instantly hungry,

and moved along, looking for a good plac<> for lunch.

I had the happy idea of suggesting the convent where

we had taken refuge on Thursday, and thither we

repaired to be mo>l warmly greeted by all the nuns,

and most particularly by the little Irish sister who was

overjoyecl to see British uniforms and hear some war

news thai she could believe. She hailed mo with, "Oh!

aiul it's the riprisintitive of the Prisidint!" The nuns

gave us a table in I lie ])ark and two big benches, and

we got out our bread and chetse and chocolate and

a few other things that (^tloneI DuCane had found

somewhere, and had a most comfort able meal with

a towering pitcher of beer brought out from the convent,

to give us \alour for the afternoon's work.

After lunch we went back through Malines again,

throu;;h the railntad yanb, bumping o\er the tracks,

and away louani Muysen and llymenam to see the
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otlicr batteries. I was stri'ck in going fhrougli the

railway yards, wliicli I had always seen teeming with
activity and niovenietit, to see that all the rails are

covered deep with rust—probably for the first time.

Think of it!

After leaving ^[uysen, our road lay for a mile or so

along ;i canal with oih'U fields on eitlu-i- side. I'hhui

patrols had been rei)orted in this p;irl of the counfiy,

which was in a weak spot in Ihr n<>Igian lines, and the

Colonel told the staff oflicor to keep a sharp lookout
and be r(>ady with his revolver and pr('i>arcd for a burst

of speed. That military genius re])lied with an air

of assurance: "Oh, that's all right. They camiot cross

the canal." The Colonial confuKMl himself to say'ng

mildly: "Xo, but bullets can.'"" Little Xaj)oIcon 'said

notlung mon\ but T noli<-cd that he unstrapped his

revolver without loss of time.

\\e w<'re bowling along the road, looking for the

ballery. when there was the nio>t <'m)rmous noise

^\ilie!l loie the earth asunder and the uiuv(M-se Ireml^led.

I looked around to the left, .ind then- not more than

a hundred feet away wer(> those three hiisky French
gims whieli had just gone off right over our heads!

We !iad found tliem all right, l)ut I should prei'er to

fmd IIkmu hi souk- other way next time.

^^e speul a lilile lim(> looking ;it I hem. and Ferguson
had IJicin yet out som(> of the e\pIosi\-e and sliow- it

to me. It comes iu long strips thai look for all llie

wctrld like chewing gum- the strips about I he same
proportions, oidy longer. I fail to see. Iiowcnct, how
they can be made to blow up.

After a bit we got back into the cars, and started
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out to cruise around to tlie Belgian left wing and watch

a little of the infantry fighting at close quarters. We
very soon began running into stragglers who informed

us that the —Ih Division was being driven back, and

tliat a retreat was m progress. Soon we came ui)ou

supply trains and annnunitioii wagons making for the

rear, to be out of the w;iy of the troops when they

began to move. We were not anxious to be tangled

up in the midst of a retreat, and ol-liged to spend the

night tiying to work our way out of il, s.) we forged

ahead and got back to Lierre as fast as we could. It

was raining hard as we came in, imd we twjk refuge in

the Hotel de \'ille, where the colonels read their tele-

grams and got oif a rei)ort to London. One of their

telegrams brouglit the unwelcome news that Ferguson

was also rrcnllcd to England. They are evidently hard

put to il to find enough officers to handle the volunteer

forces. He will have to slay on for a few days, but

Colonel DuCane came back with us and left the ne.xt

morning for England by way of Ostcnd.

When we got back to the hotel after a fast run, I

found thai Inglcbleek, the King's Seci'iary, had been

around twice for me, and wanted me to go at once

to the Palace. I jumped into the car and ran over

there, to learn that the Queen wanted to see me.

She was then at dinner, and he thought it would do

the next time I came up—she seems to have wanted

more news of Bru.ssels~notliing j)ressing. She had

told TnglebliH'k io give nie a sel of the pictures she had

had taken of the damage done to the Cathedral

at M;ilines. Tliey are intcn'sling as a matter of

rect)rd.

m
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Sir Francis had another good bulletin from the War

Office, and was beaming. The colleagues came and

gathered round the table, and chortled witli satis-

faction.

riea\y cannonading continued well into the night,

to cover the advance of the —Ih Division, which had

beer; reinforced and was moving back into the dark

and rain to take up its old position and be ready for

tlie Germans in the morning.

I was up and about early on Sunday morning. Ifad

breakfast with Covuil Go])let d'Alviella, one of the

Ministers of State. Galliered up :Monsieur de Woeste

and Faura, and made for the Scheldt and Brussels. In-

stead of g«)ing a(,'ross on the bf)at as we had to do the last

time, we found a broud and comfortable pontoon

bridge placed on canal b(Kits and schooners lashed

together and uK)ored from one side of the river to the

other. Any time they like, the Belgians can cut tlie

string, and there is no way of getting into the city

from that side. There was a tremendous wind blowing

and the rain fell in torrents—short showers—from the

time we left Antwerj) until we came sailing into town

here.

The bridge at Termonde hod been blo\\'n up by the

Germans on evacuating the place after having de-

stroyed the entire t(mni, so there was no thought of

returning that way, I knew there could be nothing

doing the direct way ihrougli Maliues, so decided on

a long swing around tin- circle by way of Ghent as tlie

oidy practicable way. We found Belgian lr<x)ps all

Ihe'way to Glient, and had no trouble beyoiKJ giving

l.f. ..;.Ksu !>!•(] \» hlcli I liad= Wc drew up at a restaurant

d'
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in a downpour and had a liasl;)' lunch, geltuig under

way again immcdiat(*ly afterward.

About ten kilometers this side of Ghent we came to

Melle, a village which had been destraycd, and another

where a nmnljer of houses luul been burned. A niee-

looking'^young Ciiaj) told us that there had been a fight

there the day before and that the Germans had set

fire to tlic p'lee as tlicy retreated—just from cussedness,

so far as he could see. There, and at another place

along the road, peasants told us that they had beei)

made to march in front of the CJerman troops wlu'ii

they marched against the Belgians. I don't like to

believe that there is any truth in that story l)ut it

comes from every direction and the people tell it in a

most convincing way.

We found no Germans until we were this side of

Assche and then our adventures were evidently at an

end. As we came in we could hear heavy cannonading

from the direction of Vilvorde and Ilofstade and knew
that the fight was still going on. They had been hear-

ing it in town for a couple of days.

The family at the Legation had been somewhat

anxious, but had learned through the Germans that

we were all right—evidently from somebody who got

through the lines. T had to sit riglit down and tell the

story of my life from one vnd to the other.

I never got over the idea in Antwerp of the incon-

gruity of going out onto the field all day aiul fighting

a big battle, or ratlu-r, watching it fought, and then

sailing roniforlnbly home to a big !no<!ern hotel in a

motor and dressing for dliuier. I don't think there

has ever Ijccn a war (^uite like this before.
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Ilenvarth has gone to flic front for some aeliv(!

service, I am sorry to miss ];im. He went up to

Ilof.stude the day I wa^ to luive rcKirned, and waited
for me nboiit an hour, l.iit the tire got too lliick for liim

and he came 1)ack and rejKjrted liiat I woiilti not he
able to get through.

Monsieur de Woeste called this afternoon and paid
his respects. lie gave the Miiiister an account of the
attempts we made to get through that made his hair
stand on end for an hour afltn-ward.

Bru.ssch, September 1(1, /,^ /-J,—To-day has brought
a long string of callers, and belween limes we look
satisfying looks at the passing trt>oi)s. which have been
pouring into towii steadily yesterday and to-day. No-
body has establislied to my salisfaclion whence they
come or whither they are going. There are all sorts of
explanations offered, each e\i)lanafion being quite con-
vincing to the one who offers it. Most peoj)le say
that they are being brought in for f he siege of Antwerp,
which is about to begin. The siege of Antwerp has
l)egnn so often and never materialized that I decline
to get excited about it at this stage of the ganu-.
Another explanation is that the (u'rman retreat in

France is so precipitate that some of the lrooj)s and
supply trains are already jmuring through here on fhrir

May home. I cannot get uj) much enthusiasm for that
i'ither. Some imaginative souls maintain fliat these
are forces being brought back to fight against the Rus-
sians. None of these stories sound good to m(> and I

have resigned myself to the Ix-iicl' that the only really

safe conjecture is thai Ihis "is a movement of troojjs."
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Tliis luoniiiiy Baron von der Lancken came in and
asked nie lo testify as to wlial we had seen at Louvain.
Of conrse wliat we .siw had no hearing on tlie original

cause of tlie tiouhle and there is no reason for nie to
push my way into the controversy. Besides, I can't do
it without orders from AVasliington.

We are gettuig quite accustomed to having no com-
numications with tlie outside world. Railroads, of
course, have ceased to work, except for military i)ur-

jMises, and there is no way for the general public to get
about. There has been no postal service since the
Germans marched in on August SOth, and we don't
know when we sliall have any. AH telei)hones were
cut oir within a few hours of the arrival of the German
army. There are no newsi>apers, and dl the informa-
tion we are supposed lo have about happenings hi the
outside world is fed to us in the form of })lacards on
the walls of the city. Xolxxly takes any great amount
of stock in what these jjlaeards tell us, although they
have sometimes told us tlie truth, and ctmseciuently
there is a great demaiul for the few copies of Dutch
and English newspapers liuif are snuiggled across the
border, and brought to Brussels. The prices vary
according to the number of j)apers to be liad, and run
from five francs to one hundn-d francs for a single

copy '.f the Times. Those who do not care to spend
&o much can rent a paper by the hour—and customers
are not wiuiting on this basis. By way of discourag-
ing this traffic it is said that the Germans have siiot

several men caught smuggling {)apers. Those caught
selling them in Brnssels are arrested and given stiff

terms of imprisonment. All taxis disappeared many
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(lays ao<, nnd Mlloo-otlHT the lu.nnal life of the lowii
Jias erased. It will I.e a roiiiekiny ])laee fn.m
How on.

nnissrh'. SvpfriNhrr 17, i.O/.^—This niorulu- I
.spent (li-uing my way out from under a landslide of
<Ietad work wliieli has heen t)iliiig up on my de-,k,
until T could hardly see over il. I now havJ it oul'
of th.e way, and can breathe again freely for the
monu'iit.

This afternoon TJaron de Arenten de Home, a Lieu-
i(Mianl in the Seeond Regiment of Lancers, was hronghl
in to the Legation, a i)risoner. still wearing his Belgian
uiuform. IL' was captured last Friday near II -

while I was there. N'yssens, the :\[aj(»r who was in th(>

convent with us. told nie that one of his olhcers liad
gone otf on a reconnaissance and had not reappeared;
lie was greatly worried about him, but could not send
any one oul to look for him. This was the man. He
Avas surrounded, in company with several of his men,
ami took lo cover in a fu'ld of beets. Xight was
coming on. and they thought that when the fight was
ovu- and the (ierman troops who were all about tJiem
liad retired, they would be able to work their way out
and rejoin their own forces, but twentv-five C.ermans
surrounded them, and after killing all the others, took
this man prisoner.

Ills only id(>a is to be exchanged and rejoin Ins
regiment; and, as is the case with pretty much every-
body else nowadays, he turned to the American Lega-
tion. He made such a good ])lea that the (Ierman
authorities brought him Iiere yesterday, and left him
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an liour, on liis giving his word of honour not to divuli^o

aiiylhing as to the mihtary movements he had .seen

wliile a prisoner.

Of course, we could not arrange to make the exchange,

but he stayed on fur an hour and told us of his ad-

ventures. He was a pathetic figure in his dirty uniform,

sitting on a httle chair in my office and telhng in a

simple way of all he had been through—laying more
stress on the sufferings and death of his soldiers than

on anything that had happened to him. His own
brother had been killed in the fighting around Liege,

and he had heard that his brotlicr-in-law, of whom he

was very fond, had also been mortally wounded.
While at Louvain, he had visited the military hospitals,

and had a list of Belgian officers who \\(>re there. I

took a list of them, by permission of the Cierman officer

who came after the prisoner, and sliall send word to

their families.

I went around to see the yomig man's sister, and
sent her off to have a look n\ 'lim at headquarters,

where he is being well treated. It is a joy to be able

to do some of these little erramls. Nobody can realize

the amount of bitter sorro\v there is in this country—
we cannot realize it ourselves, but now and then a wave
of it rises up to confront and overwhelm us.

^tiss T , an American owning a scliool here, was
in late this atternoon to complain of the behaviour of

a couple of officers and gentlemen who did her the

honour of calling uj)on her. They came swaggering in,

asked whether a certain German girl had attend(>d the

school juui demanded her portrait. On being refused,
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women w]io wore there alone that tliey foimd some
snaj) sliots ami lianded over a couple of tliem. TJien
lliey (jemanded a post card willi a picture of the
-school, wrote a message to the girh and tried to compel
tlie two women to sign it. They Hatly refused, and, in
a rage, the elder German tore up the card, threw it at
Miss T—-

,
flung down the photographs and stamped

out of the house, slamming the d(X)rs.

^

The :Mijiister is going over to see the military author-
ities hi the mornuig and make some remarks that they
will not forget in a hurry. The puppies ought to be
horsewhipped.

September i.5///.—Repressive measures are getting
stronger and more severe. Tlie Germans have now
ordered the Belgians to take down their flags. Liitl-
witz, the rvlililary Governor, has posted an Avis on
the subject which is worth reproducing in full.

The population of Brussels. unflerstandinR well its own interests
has generally, since the arrival of the German troops, maintained
order ana ,,u,et. For this reason, I have not yet forbidden the
disphiy of Belgian flags, which is regarded as a provocation by
the German troops Ining in or passing through Brussels. Purelym order to avoid ha^•ing our troops led to acting on their own
initiative. I now call upon liouseowners to take down their
Belgian Hags.

The Military Government, in putting this measure into effect
ha.s not the slightest intention of woun.ling the susceptibilities
and dignity of the citizens. It is intended solely to protect the
citizens against harm.

Brussels, September IG, mi. Baron von Luttwitz.

General a.id Governor.
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Dined at the Palace in a din of German officers.

Bulle, Pousctte and Riseis kept me in countenance.

There were also some twenty or thirty Austrian

ofiieers— tlie first we have seen. Tliey were quiet

and well behaveil, and contrasted sharply with their

allies.

Brussels, September 10, 191J^.--Th\s morning our
Vice-Consul came in from (Uient hringing with him
a pouch and a huge l)ag of letters and telegrams. These
had been got through to him from Antwerp yester-

day, and he made a run through the lines early this

morning, having been turned back several times on
account of small engagements between Belgian and
German outposLs.

This morning a Dutchman came hi to see me, and
after sliowing me a lot of papers, to establish that he
was somebody entirely different, told me that he was
a British spy. lie then launched into a long yarn
about his travels through the country and the things

he had seen, unloading on me a lot of military 'nfor-

niation or misinformation that he seemed anxious to

have me understand. After he had run down I asked
why he had honoured me with liis confidence, and was
somewhat startled to have him answer that he had no
way of getting it out and thought that inasmucli as

we were charged with the protection of British interests

I might have an ojjportunily to pass it on where it

would do the most good. He seemed rather pained
at my remarks, and was most reproachful when I threw
him out on his head. Yes, my shrewd friend, it has

also occurred to me tliat he mnv have boiMi ;i Gpnnnn
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spy jiisl Irving to find out whvihvr we were indui-ing
m dirty wori^. Il u„nld not be the first lime lluil Uui't
sort of thing was tried on ns.

Monseigneur X— eanie aronnd tliis afternoon and
{i>k(«d nie l(. lake liim t,> Antwerj) on mv next trip.
I l«.ld him that 1 eonld not, a.> I ha.l already promised
I" take some other i)eo])le, and thai my ear would he
fuH. lie said that ]ie had liis own ear, and tliat he
would ask me to eonvoy him; he had lieard thai T
had -hrauvmip ,h Imirnurr, tandi,' que moi jr n\ii pas
<!< hnirourrrr vl j'uhnarai.s m^ ..ir/lrcsotis rofrr pwhrlhi,:'
I M'n! liim to s.-e von der Laneken, and lie e;,me I.aek
1" a little while to .ay that he was told that the oidy
.safe way ua^ to go i,y Xamnr, L-ge and TTolhiml
entenng Anlwerp fn.m the m.rlh. He evidentlv in-
sisted on ;, p.MlVelly safe route, thai eonld l)e guar-
''"l''*''l. "'id lh<"y told him a .|oiy thai Ihry Ih.'.ught
would dissua.l(> him from making tJic tri]). ^Thev^ilo
not like lo have a h)t of p,>opi,' coming and going.
We have no more news from the oulside world; the

hat lie still rages all along lli(> line in France (aeeording
to what w<- hear), hul wc have iu» inkling as |„ wlirlhcr
the Crmaii relrea slill conlimies. The uulv liiin- we
'•'• '"'•' ••'' '"'ad.piarlers is that the oulconu- i, as vet
""•'••i'''<l- '">t that the (Jermans are in a fav...n-ahlo
l-'Mlion. an.

I
ihal Ihcy will he vielorions in a f.-w days

I would give a g(XKl deal for a little real news as !o hi.u
things are going.

This morning Major I.anglu.rno onr Arililary \\.
tael.e from Herlin, hnv/cd in uj)on us. He is I'ra vei-
ling arnun.i with six „||,..,- Military .\ll-.(.h,^s. seeing as
'""<Ii "I lli<- fi.-ld of np,.,,,tions as Ihe C.rman ofjicer
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wlio pcTsoiially i-oiuiiifls tlu'in wiii iK-nnil. Tluy got
in llii.^ nioniiiig, and left almut one, so we Jiad only a

lew nnnnles \i,Mt, iuid lie carried off all our good wishes
and New ^'ork pajx'rs.

Tlie (;(>rnian aijiche of yesierday. ordering the Bi-1-

giaii flags taken down, lias made everybody furious,

and for a time we thought there might he trouble. If

the flags had been ordered down the day the Germans
came in there w(nild not have been half as much resent-

ment, but, on the contrary, Ihey began by proclaim-
ing that the jialriotic feelings of the people would be

scrupulously respecl<>d. Max, the Burgomaster, got
out a lit lie proclamation of liis own which served to

soothe the f(M'lings of the peopl<>. After expressing some
vi«>ws as to llu; (lerman order, lie says:

I iisk llic ;)()]ml;itiim of the town to fjive a frcsli rxamplf of

self-ri'slr,iiiit and groahicss of soui wliicli it lias alroady so often

sliowii .Iwriim tlu-sc sad days.

bet IIS provisionally acci-pl tlie sacrifice wtiidi is imposed npon
us; lel us take down oiir flat's in order to avoid conllicts, and
patiently await the hour of redress.

Soon {lags were coming down all (»ver the <ity, and
there was not a nnuiimr. An Jiour after Max's proela-

nialion was jM>sled, hi>\\e\<r, (ierman soldiers were
running about covering them with sheets <tf wliifc

j)aiK>r. The ^Military aulhoriliivs wert" furious, becan.se

Max had intimated in his poster that the present situa-

tion would not endun- forever, and that the Helgiaii

fhig would fly agaiu o\-cr Mru-^sels. In their unimagi-
native way they sen! tjown a s(juad of soldiers and
arrested him. Fie was taken to i.eadiiuarters, and
l)roiight before von i.uttwil/., who told liiin that he
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was to be iJven as a prisoner of war to Berlin. Max
rvphvd lliat lie bowed before superior foree; tbat ],e
Jiad ,l„ne ^^}lat lie knew to be necessary for Ibe pres-
ervation of order in In's eity, and tliat ho was ready to
aeeept tlie eonsequences of J:is aet; tl.al at any rate lie
^vouid haye t],e satisfaction of hnhv^ maintained or.ler
l.ere up to t],e nu-nulc- ll.at Ik- was sent to Gennanv,
••'"d lliat he could not be hold responsil.le for wlilit
m.ghl l,api,en after his departure. (General von Lutt-
Av.tz sat up and l„ok notice of the last part of this and
rushe, oil to see yon der (Jultz. In fen r nntes hecame back and fold ALix that he was free ana that the
iMcld Marshal desn-ed thai he should continue to act
as l}ur..,n,asler as though nothing had hapiK-ne.l.
\\Jiy .i<.n t people haye a little iniaghiation."
The tow.i is still bottled up, ;uul troops are being

mard.ed ba.k and forth across it. as, I bc-lieye, purely
or the purpose of in.pressing the populalicm with ll,;

••<'lict tlii.t they are far nioiv numerous than they really
•'i-e. Late this afternoon T look a driv(« to th-'ed-e of
town, and we were stoj,,,ed half a d,).en tinx's an.fha.l
our paiHTs e>:an,i>„.,l. Fro.ii .11 I ean gather it would
seen, that th(> (ieiuiaus are entrenching tluMnselyes as
soh.lly as Ihey can so as to be ready fo resist another
s<.rt,e Without sustaining fh,. terrible losses they suf-
f<-rrd last fi.ue. They eanuof be ye,-y hap,>y oyer theway things have been going i„ Fr.,,i,e, although they
l'ay,« this afternoon annoiu.cvd a great yi<-tory on their
right wing.

"^

One of our fi-i.nds who ],as jusf eoT.ie baek from the
const reports thai th.Mv we,e a lot of French tnums
''.•..vhing throu,di IJelgiuui on Uieir way from Dun-
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korciuo to Lillf— ("videiilly an atlonipt to turn tlie

(iCTUiaii right wing

about it.

AVe have licarcl nothing more

The food .siii)])ly of ihc counlry is hring rapidly ex-

liaustcd and tlicrr is urgent need for importations.

The puhHc knows hi tic about the situation, hut a

serious shortage threatens and we must have a con-

siderable stock fnun a!)road. The Brussels conn»nltee

has raised a goodly sum of nioiiey and hopes to got

food from Holland and England to meet present needs.

Similar committees are being formed in other cities,

and they, too, will recjuire food from abroad. The local

committee lias asked Shal(>r to go to Holland and from

there !o England to i)urchaM- as much food as pcssi-

ble, make arrangements for sending it across the frontier

and investigate the chances of getting future sujjplles.

The (lernian authorities have gi\-en :is>urances that

they will not re(|uisilioii any of the sui)plies imported

for the use of the cix il [)oj)ulal ion. They are to issue

placards signed by the Military (iovernor ordering;

the military authorities to respect our i)urchas(\s.

These placards are to be affixed to tin- cars and barges

bringing in the sii])pli(> and we are inclined to believe

thai th.v will be elh'iive.

Afft'r hurried preparation Shaler got away fliis after-

noon will) young Couchman by way of laege. 1 went

out t(t hmch with him and sec him off. Il is not an easy

ta.sk lie has ahead, but lie went lo it with a g(M)d heart.

Yesterday eveiuug Ihr Mlii|..lci had ;in inl<r\iew

with Baron von der Lancken about the (jueslion of my
making a slal<Mnenf as to what T saw at Louvain. I
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nalurallv am wry reluctant to ],c l.nmuhl into t)i(>

allair. l,ut tlie Cmnans Ik.v,' Ikvi, very in>i>lent, aiul
hnally vo,i ,1,^- Lnuckni sai.l l],at lie was confident thai
If lie coul.l talk with me for a few minutes he could
arrange the matt<'r to the sati.sfacf ion of evervl.ody.
lie asked that T go to see him at tlie :\Iiiii>lry at half
past SIX. I hurried home and dressed for dini'ier so a.s
to l.e al.Ie to go straight to :\rrs. Z.'s, and {].

'n rni
over to the Ministry on the minute. The office of von
dcr Laiu'ken wa> dark an.l ,>m})fy. I waited in ihe
chilly (..rridors for twenty minutes and then went mv
way. -^

Tliis morning one of hi, n.' ' -.s was here on another
matter and I took occasion .vmlion tJ,,- fad that
]i«- had not Ihtm there when I eaJe.l. Ur cam.> ri'dit
l.a'k \vitli Ihe slalement that th,y had eon.e hack from
the field ])arlicularly early, on my account, an.l ha.l
^valte<i for me in vahi for nearly an Jiour. I assured
them that I ha.l heen there on th- minute ami had
l.een ni the ofhce, and that then- was no om- there.
^Fystery! IJy way of clinching it I said that Ihe office
was dark as the tomh. Then a ray of hVhl struck the
(.erman, an.l 1;,- said: "Oh, I sre, you cam.^ at half pasf
MX. Helgiaii tim.-! Of ,,>,„.se v.in .ler Lanck,.,, r\-
I)cct.-.l you at half pas! six. (l.-rman tim.-:::- Wh.'ii
iu- aske.l me when I w..i.l.| rail I f.-lt inelin.-,l |o M>t
eleven in lh.> m..rniiig :md ih.'n wan.l.-r <n-,-r at lluv.-
Ill the aft. Til. .on with the statement that, ..f c.urs.-, I

di.l cv.M-yihing according t.» \ew York liin.-.

r ha.l an luHir's t.dk will, von ,h-r I.uhk.n alxMit
iKH.n, and finally g..| olf wilh.Hit fcslifving, which is

agieaf .•omf..rl i., nie. \h- knew from their own fn.ops
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thai I had hocn in Louvaiu tluruig the figliting, and
had already re}K>rfod that to Berlin. I filially prevailed

111)011 him lo let it go at that.

Afler we had settled our business, von der Laneken
talked to nie i'oi- half an hour or so about the war in

general. lie said th(>y had just received a telegram

that Reims is in flames, cathedral and all. It is a

terrible thing lo think of, and T suppose may turn

out to be another Louvain before we get through.

A'on der Lanck(Mi explained it on the ground that

French troops l;;id come np and occupied the town,

aiul that if was necessary to take it by storm—that

troops could never operate against a position of that

sort until artillery had cleared th(> way. T don't know
just how far that sort of an explanation explains.

The Germans got out an (ijjichr of news this morn-
ing, staling that "/r.v troupes Allciinnuls out fait dm
'])rn(jrcs .siir (rrtains points.'' It d(x\s not souiul very

enthusiastic.

People coming in from Mons and Charleroi yesterday
and to-day say that the Gernuin re'ir guard has fallen

back on vil!ag«-s nc-ar those places and ordered the

ii liabilanls to leav-; the idea evid(>ntly being that

they ar(> prei)aring io resist any further advance of

the allies.

After lunch. Baron de Menlcii d.> Ilorue was brought
into the Legation again. The Germans seem anxious
to get rid of him, ami have fii.ally turiU'd him loose.

I cannot v(M-y well make out their obje( I in setting

liim free wilhonl getting a German officer in exchange,
but they were keel, to gel him oiF their hamls and
wanted us lo take C()gnisanc(> of the fact thai thev had



240 A JOURNAL FROJ OIR LECATIOX IX I^ELCIUM

accorded him Jiis liberty. Tliis \\(^ hnvo done. I shall
be curious to see wliether there is any secjuel to this
case.

Late this afleruo<ni we ,uot a telegram from the
Consul at Lic-ge, stating that Shaler and Couchniaii
had been arrested in that city I)eeause they were
carrying private letters to be polled when they got
to England. They had taken a certain number of
letters, all of them open and containing nothing but
information as to the welfare of imhviduals Irtc.
They were on a mission of hiterest to the German
authorities—getting foodstufl's to i)revenl a famine
here. The :\Iinister got olf an urgent telegram to
the Consul to get to work and have tluMu n'lensed,
and also saw von der I.ancken about it, with the result
that the wires are hot. I hoj)e to hear to-night that
they are free. These are parlous limes to be travelling
wit h correspoiulence.

I may have to get away any minute for Antwerp,
to .see if we eamiot arrange to gel flour down Jiere for
the city. Tliere is niough for oidy a w days now,
and there will be trouble wjicn ih,- bread gives out.

^^e have now been charged witli Japanese interests;
that makes si.\ Legations we haw to look after.

Wcdnrscla!/.-].ii[v ye.tcrd.iy afiemoon T got a note
from Princvss P ^ d,. jj -

. asking me to go h,
see her. I go! away from mv toil .lud troubles at
seven, and weiil up to find out uli.il \\;is the matter.
The (.Id lady wa^ in a ferrihh >|.!l< . A memlK-r of
her immediate faniily m.nrieil I lie Duke of

, a
C.erniau wlio li,i«. always lived here a great deal. At
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the liegimiiiig of tho war. tilings got so hot for any

one with any German tainl that Ihey cleared out.

For the last few days, (u'l-nian oflicers have been

eoming to the house in uniform asking to see the

Princess. The servants have stood them (;ff with the

statement that slie was owl, hut she cannot keep that

up mdefinilely. They are undouhtedl}- anxious to

see her, in order to give her some messages from the

\s, some of Ikt other relatives in (icrniany; but

if it gets around town I hat she is receiving officers in

uniform the town will be up in arms, and the lady's

life would be made miserable whenever the Germans

do get out. She wanlccl me lo start right away for

Antwerp and take her along, so that she could send

her intendant around afterward lo say that she was

away on a journey, and could not see the officers

who had been sent to see her. I laboured with her,

and convinced her that the best thing was lo be abso-

lutely frank. She is going lo send her intendant

around to see von der Lancken, and explain to him

frankly the enibarrassmenl to which she would be

subjecfed by ha\'ing to receive oflicers at her home.

I am sure that Lancken will realise the difficult situa-

tion llie old lady is in. and will find some way of

calling his i)e(»ple off.

Went down to tlu> Palac(> and had dinner with

Pouseltc and Bulle and Gavalcanti, who were full of

such news as there is floating around the town. There

is a growuig impressiim that Ihe Germans do intend

to invest AntwtTp, and the Belgians are ai»parently

petting ready for that conlingcm-y—by inundating

;i lot niore of the count rv outside the rintr of forts.
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At noon, ('.ay hvUn-c .yeslerday, I found a man with
a copy of the Lomlon Timr,% and carried il in my over-
coat pocket to the Pak.ce Hotel wJien I went there to
hmch. Last nigjd, a h)t of German civil officials were
silfnig at a tahle near hy and holding forth in loud
tones on the punishmeni that should l.e meted out
to people who had forhidden newspai)ers in their
possession. The most vehement one of the lot ex-
pressed great indigmition that the Am-rikanisclwr
LeiiafiON.mifh had I.e(>n seen in that very reslauraut
the day before with an English newspaper in hl> over-
coat pocket. Pretly good s])y you ha^•e, Fritz.
A l<'legram lias just been received fn^m Liege, saying

that Shaler and Couchman ha\(> been leleased and are
on their way to Holland. A Dutch ,; ssenger was in
after lunch, and told me that he hau seen the two
inen at head{|uarters yesterda.y after-ioon, and that
they were far from hapi)y. He said he did not blame
them, as the Cii'rmans are dealhig out sunnnarv justice
to anybody who fall.> into their hands that 'thev do
not take a fancy to.

A. B. has been after n^.e for a couple of <lavs to take
her up to the chateau near Louvain, where Countess R.
Ks left alone with twenty-eight German officers quar-
tered on her. A man cousin was sent up I., defdid
lier, but was so badly frightened that ..e spent all his
tnne in the cellar and finally nm away and came
back to Brussels. Xow she wants to go up to the
rescue, and stay there. I have asked xonder Lanckeii
for a pass, and .>hall try to takr her up to-niorrow.
She certaiidy has good nerve, but I am not sure Ih.w
much protection she would be able to afford.
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The >ui)j)Iy of flour is getting i)n>tty well used uj), and
I may have to elear '>'it lo-nunTow afternoon or the

next day to go to Antwerp and negotiate to have some
supplies sent down for the relief of the eivil population.

The Government has volunteered to do this, if the
Ciermans would promise that tlu> food would not ho
requisitioned for the troops. We have Ihm'U given
these assurances, and it only remains for me to go up
and complete the arrangements,

^^hen the ]\rinisler came hack from Louvain he went
over to headquarters and talked about the suhject of

my tri}) to Antwer]). lie has heen nervous about each
of my trii)s and has worried a lot more about it than I

have, but when he saw von der Lancken, that worthv
made things worse l)y saying lh;it there was artillery

ready to l)egin business hi every part of the country I

was to traverse and that it would be a very dangerous
trip. Xow, the Minister is nuiking superhuman efforts

to find some other way to get the letters and papers
tlirougi. to .Vnlwerp.

A note has just come in from Princess P. de Z -,

to say that she followed my advice, and that everythiiig

has been settled with the (Icrnian authorities to Iht
complete satisfaction. Sh(> is now easy in Ikm- mind.

September Jotli.—I spent all day yesterday sitting on
the edge of ly chair waiting for a decision about my
leaving for Antwerp, ami l)y dark T was a fit candidate
for an a

.
iuni. At five o'clock the Minister went

around lo see v(.n der Lanck(Mi to gel the lai.'iser-pa.s'.ser.

li was then suggested that a lelter could be sent around
by way of 13erlin and Th«- Hague. Il woulil lak(«

a week or ten days to get an answer that way. Then
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we argued llie mailer out again from llie })eginning,

and after a (iiiarirr (»f an hour of joint del»ate I went
over to set' von der Lancken and {)re.ss for the laisscr-

pas.srr. lie was in a cDnsrll dv giicnr, hut I ]iad him
pulled out and put it up to him. II.> said it was tlien

too late to get anything last night, hut that he would
attend to it to-day. I am now silling on llie same old
edge of my eiiair wailing for action, so that T can get
away. I think that the trip hy Xanmr, Liege and
^Nlaestrieht, which is the route preserihed, is a lot

safer than the oilier two trips I have made to Antwerp,
which really were risky i)erformanc(vs. ;>rost of this

trip will be in i)eaceful Holland and I do not contem-
I)late any sort of trouhle along the way.
By way of lieing ready I got passes from the Dutch

Legation and the Hm-gomaster yesterday afternoon,
and now all I have lo do is take the German Passier-
schcin in my hand and ;,lart.

Yesterday evening I dined at the :\r.'s. Just the
two of them and their daughter, who is married to a
Frencli oflieer. As is the case everywhere else, they
talk nothing but war, and are most ral)id. They have
a daughter hi (Jermany, but she does not seem to enter
into their calculations, and all their thoughts are for

France and Helgium. Their son, who is in the Belgian
cavalry, has just got his corj)orars stripes for gallantry
in action. The old genlleman is burst ing with pride.
During the evening anotjier old cji;,!) ,.;,iiie in with a
letter from his son, who is in young ^f.'s regiment;
he had some very nif-e ihitigs to say about the young
man's behaviour, and there was u great popular
rejoicing.
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Tlie London Times canic in (hiring- Ihc evening, and
there was a gn-al revamping of war maps to eorrespond

willi tlie hilest movement of lrooj)s. Tlie chmghler
keeps the maps np to (hite, and does il very well, having
picked up some training from her husband. She h;is

did'erent coloured lines for each day's progress and It is

easy to see at a glance just how the positions compare
for any given times.

This morning the Germans have big placards uj) all

over town, trying to explain their action in burning

Keims Cathedral. They are doing a lot of explain-

ing these days.

Brns-scls, September ?G, 191.
'f.
—My departure for Ant-

werp has been i)Ut oil" again and again, but if the (u-r-

nian authorities live up to their promises, I shall be able

to start to-morrow morning early. At the last minute
the mothers of Mr. and Mrs. "Whilloek decided to

avail of the opportunity to go home, so I shall take

them as far as Rotterdam before going to Antwerp. I

shall attend to my business there and then go back to

Rotterdam, take the ladies over to England, turn them
over to Mr. X , spend a day or two there getting

a line on the news, antl then rush back to Antwerp,
and then back to Brussels. I suppose I shall be away
ten days or so, but there is no way of telling. I should

like the little trip to England and a l>reath of air in a

country where there is no actual fighting.

It is now half past eight and there is no telling when
this family will sit down to dine. The Burgomaster
has indulged in some more rejjartee with the German
authorities, and they, with their usual finesse, have put
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lilni ill prison. Ycsferday the Gernuuis got out a
proclamation announcing that since the city of Brus-
•scls had not settled "voluntarily," the whole of the
forced loan imposed upon her no more requisitions
sliould he paid in cash, as had })een promised.* Ma.v
thereupon sat down and wrote a letter to the banks,
saying that they were to pay nothing on the forced
loan unless and until the Germans conformed to their
part of the agreement. lie further arinoved the Ger-
mans by putting up an affivhc, giving the lie to a procla-
mation of the Governor of Liege:

The Gvrnum (iov.rnor of tho town of Liege. Lieutenant-Gon-
eral von Koicwe, cau.s.,1 the follouing notice lo be po.st<.d
yesterday

:

'To the inhabitants of the totm of Liege.
••Tlie Bnrgoinaster t,f Brussels l.as informed the German roin-

mander iLat the French (Jovernnient lias declared to tlie Belgi- a
Government the in.i.ossihihty of giving tlieni any offensive assist-
ance whatever, a-s they tlienl.scl^es are forced to adopt the
defensive.

/ absolutely deny ..d:: a.sserfion.

Adolphe AIAX,

Burgomaster.

Lultwitz replied to this by having Max arrested,
and the present prospect is that he is to be sent to
(Wia"y 'i^ ii prisoner of war. That is not very com-
•Thc G<-n„!in point of view was sot forth in tho following official notice-

imposed upon it.
'^^ " ""' '"'^''"' P»y""'nt (conlrtbutwn de uuerre)

sottlod unt.l Hftor tho concUision of p.aco "^ ^ *'" ""' '"''"' """• requisifon orders

for:'d^;;i;;;;!:,,rfro;;,7li^i^'i;;?i;;:!^s;'[,f^^!r';':'^T *"
t';'- '"v™^""'" <" ^-

niont trcusury.
lorwa.a 1.0 rc(,.„u.on w.u be wtilod in cash by the Govern-

Brussels, September :.'4, 1914.
"The Military Governor,

BaRUN von I.t^ITWITZ,

Majt/r-Otntral"
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forting for us, as lio Ims heou a very c;ilniing influrncc,

atul lias kept I he population of Brussels well in hand.

If they do send him away, the Germans will do a very

stupid thing from their own point of vi'nv, and will

make Max a poi)ular hero everywhere.

Early this evening TUonsieur LemonnicM-, the Senior

Alderman, eame around with several of 'lis rolleag;<es,

aiul laid the matter l)efore Mr. Whitlock and the

Spanish Minisft'r. They immediately went over to

see General von Liittwitz to see wluMlier there was
anything to he done for ^fax, hut as flie\ have heen

gone a long time, I fear tluy are going througli one
of those long and thoroughly imsatisfactory discussions

that get nowher(\

Monsieur Lemonnier is waiting in my office to hear

the result of the visit to Liittwitz. He is naturally

far from cheerful, and hjoks forward with a good deal

of dread to taking over the reins if ^Nlax is sent to

Germany. He, of course, foresees that the clianees

are in favour of his following Max into exile sooner

or L^Ci, if he tries to do his duty. As to his own future

he says only- -"I succeed only to the troubles of the

office

—

Max a Men cmportc sn gloire aire /»?." The life

of a Belgian official these days is anything but com-
fortable.

Sundai/ Morning.—We were all up working until

two o'clock this mornaig. Monsieur Max was spirited

away to Xamur, and everybody is standing Ijy for

trouble. The people are greatly excited and higlily

resentful, but it is to be hoped that they will not do
anything rash. The cooler spirits are going about
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urging oalm. The (>xcilciitc!il is not lessviicd hy lli(>

fact llial tli( IV is lieavy cimiionading from llie direction
of iViilworp.

Liitlwitz lias announced [hv i-.rrcst of y\;xx in tlie

following poster:

xoTrrE.
I{iirp)iii:ist(T ^^:lx iiaviiii; failfd to fiillH tlic onpacpmenfs

entered into wilh tlip CuTnian r.ovornniont, I am foncd to su.s-
jH'iid liitn from his position.

Monsieur Max will he held in hon,,iiraI,le d.lenllon in a fortress.

Brussels, Peptcinlwr 20, 1014.

I III Military (nivernor,

JJauo.v vox Llttwitt:,

General.

We are evidently nol y,-| ijiroimii tln^ epocli of
destruciioii. for llic (Jovernor-deneral came out to-day
with tills IM-cK-Iamation, wi.idi Is pos|,.d on tin- walls
of various towns:

iteeently. in regions not oeeni)Ie(I l)y slron;: forces of German
troojis. eonvoys of transport vNa^ons and palmi^ liave horn
attacked without warnins; hy tlie inliahifants.

I draw tlie allenti.
,
of the pnhlic to the fact fliat a ii>l is kept

of the towns and comnnuies in the vicinity of which these attacks
have been eomtniffed. and that they ,„ust expcet their punish-
nicid as soon as (icrnian tnnjps pass near them.

I lia\c not Ihcii nl>li- to h-aiii of any places where
such nttaeks Juivc taken place, but snjipose this is

nn-rely an evidence f>r the w.ll-ki.owii nervousness of
tile army of oeeiipalion, mid lli.ii |l,cy nre trying Jo
frigiilcn flu- people tu a point where they will not
try to start anything
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General von ..ultuitz Jias come out willi another
Proclamation, forbidding the sale of foreign news-
papers in Belgium:

I rcniin.i (li.> poi,iilali..ii nf ]5riiss.-Is arul its si mrh-; tliat it is

strictly forhiddcii to sell or distrihiitc newspapers fli.it ar.> nut
exprt-ssiy aiilliorised by the (icrinan Military (Jovoiiniicnl. Any
infrarlion of tliis proliihition will ontail tlio inmie.liate arrest
of the vendors, as well as long periods of itnF)risoninent.

Tlie German Military Governor,

liAuux vox LunwiTZ,
General.

My lais.icr-pas.ier has not cohkn and there is no
teUing wh(>n we diall get away. The Germans swear
it was sent last niglit.

On hoard S. S. ''Oranjc Nassaur ojf Fhtshmg, Sept.
SO, 7.9/.}.—We got away on Sunday niortiing ahout
eleven o'clock, after many calls at head(,uarler8 and a
mild n.u ;il.(,iii llie /omvr-po.wfr that had not heen sent.
It was finally discovered I hat some hon(>headed clerk
liad sent it l.y mail—a .attcr of three days! It wa.s
fished out of the military post officv, and we got awav
in a few minutes.

Wr W(Mv in the hig car. Iic.iviiy l.ulon—two fnmks,
sevenil \:di>rs and a in.nl pouiji on (op -my two
pass,.„t;ciN insid,. uiih llirir >mall sliilf. ||„- cjiaiilh-nr
and I in front.

We niiid.' (|nick lime „ul through Tervuereii and
d.mn I.. X.mnir. hearing the heavy booming of cannon
all 111.- time away to the north. Hm'n was all the way—
ndd farmdiouses burned, towns willi li.df Die iiiiildlngs

in Ihem, the (M\in<l Tlace d<'>lr,,\ .d. tl.-. The great
s(iuare at Xamur a he.ip of brick and murlar.
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Tlu- great bridge across the Meiise was dynamited, and
the three sections hung in the river. All the way to Liege

the main bridges liad b(>en destroyed, and we had to cross

on temporary affairs constructed by the Gernums.
And the Germans were thick all the way, holding

us up at fre(,U(Mit intervals to look at our papers.

T'ley liave it in for Belgium, and are in bad humour.
We had some fme samples of it during the day.

We stoj)ped not far from Iluy for a picnic lunch,

and then got uiuler way again, being stopped frefjueiilly

all the way to Liege, where we souglit out the Consulate.

The Consul had gone to Spa to look after some English

people, but I said my few words to his wife and
daughter, and tiien hurried away toward Vise and the

Dutch frontier.

I i-u' u'cfislr phis! Goodness knows what was done
to the place, but there is nothing left but blackened
walls. It took us a long time to find uncneumbtT' .1

roads and g.l through between the fallen walls. Not
far from the edge of town we found the last German
out post, and were proniplly put under arrest because
my laisficr-pa.fNcr did not l)ear my photograph. The
officer in conunand cursed me roundly for during lo

come through Liege without reportii;g, placed two
•u-med soldiers in th(> car, a;id ordered us sent back.

It was futile to p(»int out lo him I hat passes issued by
the Military Governor General did not need to conform
to Ihc Ioc;il rules; in fiicl, if only ui.-uli- him peevish.

We scorched back over the road lo Liege, but I suc-

c(Mvh>d in niiiking the soldiers slop at a sm.dl town
wliere there was a local he;id<juarlers of some sort

With a colonel in commtuid. 1 got him lo hx>k at our
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pass whicJi had been confiscaloJ I)y our guard, and,
after liearing my case and lliinking heavily, lie iin-
onthusiastically said we might proceed. We went
back through Vise even faster, and enjoyed tlie look
of our lieutenant when told he ha.I been overruled.
After a minute or so he became very affable and said
he had a brother in Jefferson City. Mo., and a neplunv
in Sacramento, CaUjornicn, who runs an Apotckc.
Just to show there was no hard feeling, I gave him
a cigar, and a few minutes later we crossed the Dulch
frontier, where we created a .sensation. A big crowd
galjiered around the car, and, by the time the leisurely
custom officers had (>xamined the papers given me by
tlie Dutcli Legation, they were packed .so tight
that it look the united effort of several officers and
citizen.s to get us extricated.

Holland is taking no chances, and has quantities
of troops massed in that part of the country. There
are fn quenl i)osls to slop travellers and examine
papers, and there is i)ractically no traffic on the road
save that of a military charactcT.

Near Macstricht w<> ran into a l.irge detachment
guarding a bridge. Our papers did not satisfy the
commanding offiirr, so we were once more placed
under arrest and hustled through town to head-
quarters. The officers there were very courteous, ami.
.-.fter examining my papers, made out a hhncr-pas.icr
for use in Iloljaml and sent me on my way.
TU this time it was dark, but we determined to

push on as far as IJocrmond 50 kilonielers. II»>r(«

wo found a charming little b.olcl ^the U.i d"Or—and
after a good suj)jht, got early to bed.
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TIic next flny T planned lo fake tlie two ladies—who
have go(xl nerv(^ and don't turn a hair at hfMIl^•

arrested—to Kollerdani and then run down to Anl-
W(M'j). some '2S0 kiloinelers. a lonii' run in war lime.

^^l• were off at (r.'M. and liowled alouij; heautii'ully

in a hitter eold wind until we were in sii;ht of Tilhin-,:,',

where the eii-ine broke down. Eu.uene, the ohaufl'eur.

tried everything he eould think of, and tore his hair

in rage ami shame. Finally we got ii soldier on a
hieycle to go into Tilhurg and get a motor t(» tow us
in. Then two good hours in a garage before we were
in sha})e to start.

We caught the boat at INFoerdyek and got into

Rolterdnm a lit lie bel'orr Univ. ] installed my com-
panions at tlic Maas Hotel, overh.oking the same old

]\reuse, and tlu-n started back llwough the rain toward
Antw'M-j). .\t AVillenisdor}. w(^ ju>l nii>>ed the boat
for M<M>rdy(k and lost an hour. Fugenc raged and
smoked many ci-anM tes. to t!i(> danger of his health,

because his .mcne machine had lo->l us m) much time.

At eight we got to l\(.scndaal, near llic IJcluian

frontier, and wc;\> forbidden t(j go any farther until

niornuig. as th(> outposts were taking m» chances.

Had a pood Mipj.<r ;i| ihc little hot.-l. had my paj)er.s

viseedby the 15c!.^ian ('..n>nl. and at «i o'clock yotcrday
niorning was up ami away, by way of Pntte.

Tli(> Belgian «Mifi)osts received us with lev(^llcd

rifles, but when we got near, one of Ihe oflicc'-s recog-

nised me llirough his glasses, and we got through
without any m<«iv trouble, .\rrivt-d at tlic Si. Antoine
as everybody was coming down to brcakfa>l. The
German.s were bombarding lh(> outer forts, juid Ihey
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could not b(>liev(> thfir eyos when I cam(> in. \ot
a word of news liad -u| tlirougli the lines for sonw days,
and I was nearly forii to j)ieees hy the excit(>d friends.'

I had coffee witli Colonel Fairhohne, and szot all the
news l;e -.ould tell ...e. ^falines has been bombard.-d
a.irain, and Antwerp is filled with refugees. Bef, re
I left, the (n-rnians had occupied Malines itself and
wen^ bonibardin- the fort at Waelheni.

After breakfast 1 started out on my carefullv planned
canipai-n. First to the Consulate-General to ^et off
some tel(><jranis, etc. Then to the For(>i.<;n "oiliee
Avith a lot of things to attend to. I was a!)le to give
van der Elst word thai his son is in Ma-dcbciiru—

a

prisoner, but not wounded. The look on his face
uhen he got the news j);,id for the whole trip. T saw
I\r. Davignon, and went with In'm to scv the IVime
JVIinister, who had heard I was there and had sent
for nie.

On the way we saw hundreds of miserable refugees
from INIalines pouring down from the station. The
courage of these Belgians is beyond all words. Save
for the two in ihe frei-hl station yard at Louvain. I

Jia'\ not seen a woman crying! It may I,,. |i,;,[ they
are numb, but they have none ..f thV stupidity <*)f

numbness. And when you think that these very
women will be creeping back to Ih.-ir homes and earing
for the (ierman wounded they find there, it gives you
a fine lump in lh(> throat.

I paid a call a! Ihe Fremh Legation, went back to
the Con>ulate-(]eneral io sign my t.-le-ranis and mail
which had be.-n hammered o.il, .-md ihcn |o lunch.
(Jo! away at l\:M) in the banging of heavy siege arlilleiy
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iiiul invilations to foni(> hiick "if wo arc still licrc."" As
I .vas gcllin:; into llio car. I'riii'v D—— ))luckc(l mc hy
tlie sleeve and pointed at tli. Caihedral tower hi^h
above us. "Take a i^ood look." he said. "It may not
be here when you come hack."

We madc^ f^^ood time througli the rain, but missed the
boat at Moerdyck. and spcMit an hour on tlie dock.
Got in at ten, ravenously himgry, liad a snack, and
then to bed.

Tp again at six and t(K)k the seven-thir[y train for
Flushing. It loafed along through the country, and
we did not sail until eleven. We have to go round to
Folkstone, but hope to be in by six o'clock.

There are not more than twenty peoi)le on the ship,
and the way they went through our credentials was a
caution. I was glad I had taken the precaution to
provide myself with American, IJri.ish, Ccrman. Dutch
and Belgian pajjcrs for the trip. There is aiuMlicr
examination at Folkstone.

On board the .S.N. '' Dnisschr off FJushbig. Octuhcr J,

101.'^.—To resume.

We got into Folkstone las! Wedno.lay evening at

sunset, ami got through to Loiuion by eight -fifteen. All
the latter part of the crossing we were spoken from
time to time by British destroyers, which bobbed uj)

from nowhere to warn of floating mincvs or give direc-
tions as to our course. The entrance to Dover was
surrounded by deslr,iy,M-s, and h.oked grim and war-
]ik<\ and what's more liusine':siike.

Thursday morning I got uj) as late as I decently
could and w<'nl down to the Embassv to find Sliah'r
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an.l CoMcluii.-m uailiu.ii i'..r nic. TJh-v had Ixvii in
Loiuidii Mucr Moil, lay, but liad not iiiadr much i)ro-rcs.s
witli tlicir mission of getting food for Brussels. Tliis
was due to no lack of energy on th.'ir part, hut to tlie
general difhrulty of gelling attention for any matter
at this time. I went with them to the Belgian Lega-
tion, and after a talk with the Belgian Minister, we got
things started.

As the food was intended for the civil population of
Brussels, it was necessary to get the Belgian Minister to
secure from the Foreign Office permission to ship it
through the blockade. He felt that he must have some
instructions from th(> CovcM-iuiient at Antwerp for his
guidance hi the matter, so I telegraphed at some length
with the result that he ha.l ampl,> instructions before
the sun went down. TJie next day lie made three or
four calls at the Foreign Office and matters were got
under way.

Shaler is buying the food and getlint,' it ready for
slii])nient, and now all that is holding things up is the
actual i)ermission to go ahead and ship. Shaler has
bad some talk on the general problems that confront
u^ with Herbert Hoover, an .Vmcrican mining engineer,
w ho has given some \-ery h.>li)ful i(K>a- and may do more
still.

Shaler and Couchman had an «>\}XTience at Liege
I hey did not ])articularly n li.^h. They were puHed up
l>y a Landsturm guard somewhere in Liege, taken
l'» the Kommandantur, where it was discovered that
they were carrying a number of nuvssages of the "^Ve-
are-well-and-h<.p,>-you-are-t he-same" variety. With-
out discussion thev w.-n .>,,.lw..l ,,...n

"««U iiCaiOu
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to lalk tliat gave them little comfort. They spent the
iiiglil in jail, but by some means contrived to gel wovd
to the Consul, who arrived and d(>liv(>red them I)efore

breakfast. It evidently grieved the Cermans that they
could not take these two out and shoot them, ])ut fhey
yielded with a bad grace and turned them loose to

hasten to tlie Consul's breakfast table.

L'/v/.sw/.s', Ort(J,(T 11, 7.9/4.—On Saturday aft(M-noon
late I went with Harold Fowler to call on Sir Claude
MacDonald, who had been to the T , bas.sy twice to
see me about the English Red Cross nurses in BrusM-ls.
I tried to reassure him as to their safety, but he went
to see the Ambassador later in the day and asked him
to send Harold Fowler back to Hrussi^ls with me to

bring the nurses out. This suited me perfectly, so we
made i)reparations to get off together.

On Sunday evening we left Fenchurch Street at six,

with a little group of friends to see us off. About the
only other peojjle on the train were a King's Messen-
ger, a bankrui)! Peer and his M:m Friday, and a young
staff ofliecM-. Each set of us had a sej)arale compart-
ment and travelled in lonely state to Tilbury, where
the boat was wailing.

As we got aboard tli(> Bnissrls, her sister ship, the
Dresden, just in from Antwerp, pulled up alongsid(>.

and Mrs. Sherman, wife <.f the Vice-Consul, called me
to Ihe rail to give me the latest news. She said that
everything was going to pieces, that some of the forts

had fallen, and Ihat Aiitwerj) might l)e under bom-
bardmenl before w(> got lliere. Then she went ashore
111 peace, and we went l,elow to seek ihe seclusion that





'?«»»'

m\
J{cfllt:('i-- llft'ilij Im\\;i,'iI DiiiiKirk l„.f,,!-,. Ih,. (.rniiiii! :n|\Mnic,

;ifl< r llic t'.ill i.f Anlwcri)



A.TOi .{\Ar. I i{()M (M 1{ [.KfiVrrOX IX HKLCJIM 2r,:l

tho oal.in -nails, nn.l fortify our-solvcs for the l,om-
bardniciit.

Wr got un.],T u;,y .lurini,' tl.o nlgld and (Ironpcd
d.mn t(. \hv ,no,.lh of iUc Thames, wIhto wo hiy to
iiMt.l dayhght. lu.fore slartin- across. Thv first soiuul
1 hoard was a Jiail fn„n a lorp.-do-I.oat destroyor,
wh.oh sont an ofIi<vr al.oani to lay our oourse for us
througli tJio lirilish mine fid.ls. ^\v made our zi-za-
courso across tlio North Soa and fetched i;o at Fh.sl"
mg, wlu-ro uc picked up a pilot to take us tln-ou^l.
J)n1<-h ualers. Wh.M. -iarknevs overlook us we were
jusi al.oul on lh.> H.-I-ian frontier line and Jiad to lie
to lor the night, geltin _ to Antwerp Tuesdav morniu-'
alxMit nine.

" °

We foiuid the ],laee in a groat huhhuh—i-vcn-body
packed and ready to l,-av<-. They had I.een on tlio
point of dei.arlure since Friday, and the uncertainty
Jiad got on overyhfKly's m-rves—and lu. wondcn-.

Several thousand British :\[arhies had arrived and
ueiv doing good work. hol.Hng hack tlio Germans
while tJie exhausto.1 Belgians pulled iJiemsoives togetlior
f<.r tlio evacuation. Th.- B.-Igian forces had been
hghtmg with little rest and no shrp until thcv were
physically incapable of furtlu- resistaiK-. How human
slivi-glli hel<| o„| so long is the great marvel. Winston
Chih.hill was in t]u> L(>gation when I arrived, with
General R;i\\1iii.m)I1 and Colonel Seeley.

After a call at the Foirigu Offici-, most of which
had been installed on a boat in the riv.T, I wont to
thr Palace to see General Jungblulh. Tie was not
there, but Counl(>ss <le Caraman-Chimay said Uiat the
King wanted to .,(.(> nie.
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I was taken straight up l* lilm in his Comiril

Chamber, wliere I found him seated at a great table

covered with maps and pai)ers. lie puslied them aside

wearily as I came in, and rose to greet me. lie talked

at some lenglli on tiie war and the ordeal of IJeigiuni,

but was chiefly interested in how the peoi)li' were

being I'valed. Ilis interest was not only for his own

friends, but he sliowecl particular inten^-^i in learning

how the pocrr pt-ople were being Irealed—whether

the poorer (juarters of the town were kecpiiig calm

and avoiding trouble with the Ci-Tmans. He was

most nixious that they hould avoid iloing anything

that would arouse the (iernians against them. He sj)oke

simply and touchinglv of his confidence In llie loyally

and patriotism of all liis p(>opl(\ and his c(>rtainty that

they woukl come ih.'ough the war with an even greater

love of country.

The rest of the Palac was in confusion, with servanls

packing and orderlies coming and going. Hut IIk;

King's room was in perfect cahii. Tlie King sat <|uile

still in lii> armchair and talked ciuielly. without lia>i(>.

He was very serious, ami it was clearly to be >een that

he felt his respon>ibilily and the sutlVring of his army.

But his determination wa> just as evident. He realised

tliat the evacuation was inevitable, and having ma<le

up his mind to thai, he devotcMl his whole energies

and thoughts to seeing that It was carried out ell'ectively

and quickly. He has a very patent faculty of con-

ccntralion and of eliminaliiig his own j)er>onality and

feelings. 1 have s"ldoiii l(^lt so >orry f'lr anyone,

|);i,i!\ J)erhap> becau.-e .ill of lii> >ympatliy wa.> for

others.
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WJicn tlie King finally rose to dismiss mo, lie

Will you come
"The Queen wan is to se(> you.

baek a I half-past two?"
I had planned lo leave for Brussels immediately

I'llt''- lundieon, hut, of c-ourse, ihis was a command
In which I gladly yielded.

The St. Antoim- was all hurry and confusion, iuid
tlie dmin- r,K,m was huzzin,. with conjecture as to
uheth.T the homhanhnent of the city would begin
iK'lorv the exodus was accomplished. The Military
(.overnor had posted a proclamation to warn the
jx.pulatinn that it might heirin at any time. There
was a (Trlaiii ;,nH.unt of unconscious humour in his
in-<n-hnnnum. IJ,> advisr.j pe<,plo to retire into their
«<Mars will, h.-.lding, f.H.d, water and other neces-
s.iries: i<, disr„miect the water, gas and electricity;
«<• slull Ihe slaiicases with maltrcs.e., as a matter of
:;-";7''«"^= ""take with them picks and shovels, so
tliat tiu-y cnnl.l dv^ themselves out in case their houses
foil in; a.1,1 after a few more hints of this sort, the
(ovenior genially remarks:

"II;.ving taken these pn-autions, the population
<'nn auail the homhardment in calm."

Til.- Cerman authorities have olfered fo spare the
historic moiMMueiils o, Antwerp in their homhanlmeiit
'

IIh; I5.|g.a.. (ieneral Slatf will .send then, maps of
•'" «'l.v will, >„(h nioMumc.ds an. I Iiosp!|;,Is riearlv
'"nk.d. I found thai if ha<l l.een arrange,! in Hnis-
s<'i> Ihal I sl.o-.ld .ulleef th- plans on mv uav Ihrru.d.
Anlu.Tp and <|,hv.r them to Ihr Cerman authorities
111 llrussris and, of cour.se, agree.l lo do .so.
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Afl(>r lunclicoii 1 wcnl hack to tlie Palace, wliere

I was immediately n>eei^-e(l hy the Queen in her
silting r<H)m. Iler Majesty setnied fjuife oldivlons

of llie eunfu>i()n in the Pakee, and, hke tlie king,
slie was chiefly concerned as to tlie xa'lfaxc of tJie

people left under Cierman domination. I was ahio
to give h(M- comforting news as to tlie treatment of the
people of Brussels. While we were t.dking, the roar

of the German guns seemed to increase and mad(> the

windows rattle. There was an outcry in the street,

and we went to the window to see a (lerman aeroplane

pursued hy a British machine. We waldied them out
of sight, and then went hack to our talk. The mem-
bers of lh(> Court had tried to prevail upon the Quim'u

to leave Antwerp, hut when it hecame evident that

the place mu^l he surrendered, she refused to move
and told nie she would stay until the King left. And
she did.

When I got hack to the hotel. I found Eu-r-n(> with
news that the dill'er(>ntial of my car had lirokeii, so

that we could not .start. It was inip..tt;iiit that
we loM- no time in getting the plan- of the town
to the (iermai! authorities, so 1 got '{.iron van der
I'^.lst to go with me to the (ieiieral Staff and explain

the situation, (ieiieral de (luisc promptly wrote oiiL

an Older ijial I should he given \]\i- hes| cir to he
found ;.i I lie .'ily. Armed uilji this. F,u,t;ene set forth

and gathered in ;i \-ery jtretly little limousine to hring

Us hack to Brussels. It was e\i(iently a lady's car an<l

almost too pretty, hu! we were not exaelilig and look
it ihaidJ'ully. However, it was loo late to Ntarl (Mil

ihrouL^h the lines, .so w«> ga\c up the idea of leaving
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before morning. We had tl.ov.ght of taking the route
of tlie army and getting to Brnssels I.y uay of Glient
but the people at the Gen<M-al Staff said the road was
so crowded with transport tliat we would make httle
progress, and that the better course would be to take

hout
^' «PPo^^''tt' direction and go by way of Tourn-

I took several of tJie ladies of the coqxs down to
the boa

,
which was to take them to Oslend, which

was to be tlie next stand of tiie Government. Tliev
all took .1 coolly and went to bed, as tliough there wer"e
no bombardment going on. The King and Queen
tu; Inme Minister, and th(> npresentatives of the
allies renuuned in t(t\vii overniyht.
On one of my trips out of ihr hot.-l I nu-t ilu- Queenrommg ui to say good-bye to IViucvss Koudatchetf

^vife of the Russian :\rinister), who was ill She
•slopped to greet us and u.ake iM(,uiries as to ea*!, one.

After dark the crowd lM>gau t- „H-il. Winston
rhurc-lul can.c <h,wn will, his ,>arly. got lut > nu.l.ms,
•""1 >"ade off for IJruges. Tlu- \Mulnu ofll.vrs sl-.y-
"IK at the ho(,.l got ,.|i- uiti, |1„,> „„i,,, ;^,„, ,,^. ,,.,j
o clock the slalfc.ftlie Hrili.l, L,,,,i,.n. Kuul..,. ,•,,,! I
v^'-n- lell u. nln,..s| un.lispule.l ,,ossessi..u <,f II.p |„.(d
ilM' ualer-.snpply was,.,!. Theligl.ls uen- out a.ul
>< place was lar fn.Ui gay. partic.darlv as n.arlv all

'"' 7''^'"'/: ''•"' "'•<'' ^""1 ^^*• <onld no'l g.l auyllung
to<';il or dniik.

^ J ^

Most of 11,,. |.;u„ rcpaircl to ll,e cellar, for th<> ni-ht
"''"'"'''""''^'"''"'!i' •'al!y..an....uesauuocl,:i..,:
"•'\^'-'-"^:'"",U.lownnith ll.ehouM-inl..i|H-,.,.iIarar>d
liaxiMg llu" house rnuv down on (op of „>, so w.> lurued
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in and got a night's rest, wliicli, I am free to confess,
was rallior fitful.

All night long motors wore snorting away, and all

night long the guns kept pounding, although they did
not seem to get any nearer. With tJie intelligenci' tliat

one has wlicii half awake, I carefully arranged a pillow
between me and the window, as a protection against
shells!

We got up early and went out into the streets to
watch the movement. The few remaining troops were
being poured out on the road to Ghent. On foot, in
motors, on trains, on bicycles, and on horseback, they
streamed. The civil population was also getting away,
and all the trams in the direetiou of the Dutch frontier
were loaded with peojjle carrying their little bundles-
all they could hope to take away with theni. The hos-
pitals were being emi)lied of the wounded and they
were getting away as best they could, those whose legs
were all right heli)ing those who had trouble in walking.
It was a depressing sight, and above all, the sound of
the big guns which we Jiad heard steadily since the
morning bel'ore.

We got under way about half-past eight, after a
wretched and sketchy breakfast, aiul after saying
good-bye to one of oiu* fri(>nds of (he IJritish Legation.^

First, we went to I lie north gate, ,,idy to find that it

had been closed to vehicles a few minutes before', and
that l>;;rb(>(l-\\ire ciilan-lrnicnls had been stretched
acro.ss the road. .\rgnm,iil was vain, so we worked
our way back through the liallic and reached the I'orle
de Tourniioul. only to be turned back again. For
nearly an hour we wandcn-d aI»oul in the stream of
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refugees, In veJiieles and on foot, before we finally
suceeedecl in making our way through a side door of
the Porte de Tuundiout, aiu] starting that way. We
were not at all sure that we should be able to reach
the Dutch frontier through Tournhout, as the Germans
were supposed to be Uiat far north, but we did make it

after a long series of stops, to be examined by all sorts
of B.>lgian outposts who kepi cropping up out of fields
to stop us and look through our papers. From some
little distance out of town, we could see the shells burst-
ing oyer the southern i)art of the town, or possibly over
tlie villages to the south of the town i)roper.
We plowed along through Holland, being stopped

all afternoon by Civil Guards, jmd reached Maivstricht
at sunset. We went straight to the German Consulate
to have our papers put in order and learn whether it

could be arranged for us to pass the lines at night.
Our papers were not In order because they bore" no
photographs, and the Consul could not see that the
German interest in our mission made any difl'erence,
so that there was nothing to do but wait over until
morning, jind get some pictures.

It took us imtil ten in the morning to get our photo-
graphs and have our papers arranged, and by good
dnvmg we reached Liege in time to lunch with the
Consul. Then on to Brussels by way of Xamur. On
the road we picked up a German oin er on his way to
Namur, which kindly dvcd saved us much delay in
bchig stopped by posts.

We reached Brussels at five and hastened to ,end
the precious plans of Antwerp to Lancken. We had
just settled down at the Legation to a <roo<! f.dk '..-!?=•.
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word came that Lam-krn was anxious I., sec mo at
once. I went over to the Political Department to find
that the gentleman merely wanted a formal statement
from me as to when I ]iad received and delivered tlie
plans, so that he could make it a matter of record. I
satisfied him on these points and went my way.
Then we gatliered at tlie Legation and talked steadily

until after nu'dnight.

Wliile I was away the :\Iinister had got off a train-
load of Americans, and with them he had sent the Eng-
lish nurses. That reliexcd Harold Fowler of the mis-
sion that brought him, hut we hore up hravely.
The (iermans liave amiounced the fall of^Vntwerp

and have ai)i)arently occupied the city. At first everv-
l>ody was nuich downcast, hut on second tJiought they
have been convinced that the evacuation ,,f the army
and the surrender of an emj)ty shell was a preltv clever
piece ol ;\ork. With the hig sieg(> gmis that were in
action, It was only a question of days until the C.ermans
would lunv reduced all the forts. And then if the
resistance had been maintained, tlie greater i)art of the
army would i)roI.al)ly have been ca])tured. As it is, the
Belgians inundated the c(Mmtry to keep the (Germans
from .-utting off their retreat, and made off for Ostend
leaving only a Imndful of men with the British Marines'
to hold the (Jermans hi check. So far as we can learn,'
most (»f the army has succeeded in gelthig away ami
forming a juiiclion with tlie allies.

/?r//..sr/.s., Ortohrr /J, /.9/;. AW ;„v ,,uite uj, in the
air al...ul what we an- to <Io lu-xt. AFondav afternoon
I u. lit around to Jieadquarters to get a lals,ser-pa,sscr
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to lake Harold Fowler back to England. While the
mailer was Iieiiig attended to, an oflieer came in and
told me that ]Jaron von der Laneken wanted very
niuch to .se(^ me. When I went info hi> room, he said
that th(>re was nothing in i)artieular that lie wanted
to see me about, hut that he thought I would he
interested in hearing the news and in telling him some-
thing of my trip. We talked along for some lime
ahout things in general, and then lie tohl me thai the
movement of troops toward the coast was progressing
rapidly and that the Belgian (Joxcrnment would soon
I)e driven from the country. Then i)ulting th(> tij)s

of his fingers together and looking nic coyly in the eye,
he inquired: "And then my dear colleague, what will

he your position.:^" He elahorated hy j)ointing out
that the Government, to which we are accredited,
liaving left the country, we woidd he merely in the
position of foreigners of distinction residing lien-, and
that we would have no oflicial rank or standing. The
idea evidently is that they do not care to have us around
any hmger than they can h(>lj).

I later karned that \"illalol)ar had heeu more ready
than I with his retort. In the course of a call later in

the afternoon, Laneken had talk(>d the same matter
over with him, and had wound up with the same
genial question: "And then my dear colleague, what
will he your posit i<.n?"' Without any hesitation,
Vilhdol.ar replied: "My situatic.u will he just the same
as yours. We are hotli representatives of our countrs'
in a counlry not our own. We sh 11 c(.ntinue to owe
each other respcd, and t<. make the hesl of condi-
tions."
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The latest ncn.s uc have this afternoon is to the^i ct that tlie Governnumt has l.cen driven fron,Osfond presunmhly to tiie Isle of Guernsey. It

Y»"l'l h. pK-asant, h, a way, to retire to a retreat ofthat sort for a few months' rest, but I fear tliere isnothing of |]iat sort hi store.

To-,]ay I nm aeross an order from the Governor-
(.cneral forlmhhng c-.vilians to ride bicycles. Theorder concludes as follows:

Civilians wl,o. in spite of this, continue lo ride hicvdes. exrx.setlK-n.solvcs fo lH,„^r ,si,„f l.y (uT.nan trooj.s
" '

If a c.yc.l.st is snsp.vt,..! „f ,,|,„„i„„ ,„ ^^

olograph ..r td.pl,..„o ,;,„., .., ., „,.. i,„,„j,,^, ,J
^^^

Ocr,Ma„ troops, ho will 1.. .hot acxordin.- to nH.r'ial law
^

Api)arently i| is no 1ongei
the i'oiius of i)r()ving that t

intention. The niei

liini shot.

e sus])i(

necessap- to go through
eyclist liad any evil

is enough to have

In tl le course <,f a visit t<. General v
i<»-(lay. one of tl

on Liittwitz

mans must kvvp the Belgians al

'<• <'olleagues remarked that the Ger-

them to sfa

for h(> said with some show of feel

ive, and could not allow
r.iitlwitz wasnol at all of tbat mind

'The all

mix;
les are at liberty to feed the Beh •ians. If

!!'Z ;,'.,:.. *''?:
':r '^"^P^^"^''*!^ <<>'- anything that

'"•ead riots, the natural
niav h ipl)en If (1

Ihnig would be for ,is to drive the whole civil
tion into some n^slricted are,-, like the Pr
Luxembourg, build a barbed
and 1

wire fen

pojjula-

•ovince of
ce around them

ol

'< ;i\e them to starve hi accordance with tl
iviv allies.

le policy
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And as the German policy is more or less frankly
stated as a determination to wipe out as many of the
enemy as possible without regard to whrt is or 1las
been considered as permissible, it is quite within tl .,

realm of possibility that they wouUl ho prepared to
let the Belgian peojjle starve. In any event, you can't
gamble with the lives of seven millions of people
when all you have to go on is the belief that Germany
will be guid(>d by the dictates of humanity.
Fowler was to have left yesterday morning, and

had engaged a seat in a new motor that is being run
out by way of Maestricht. It was to have called at
my house at seven o'clock yesterday morning, and we
were up and about bright and early. We wailed until
a little after nine, when Eugene turned up to say
that the chauffeur had been arrested and put in jail

for having carried correspondence and having been
caught nosing around one of the forts at Liege. The
service is now suspended, and we don't see any i)rospect
of his getting off before Friday, when wc are sending
a conri<T to the Legation at The Hague.

"Yesterday afternoon we went up to Antwerp to sec
how our old motor-car was getting along. It was out
of whack, and we were obliged to get another to come
back to Brussels. I look the big car and organised
an expedition of Mousieur de L( al, Fowler and a
(K'rnian oflicial named Conrad, who went along to
helj) us over the rough places. It is ihe first linu^ lor
weeks that the direct route has been feasible.

I have had cTiough of ruined towns, and was not
able to get the awful sighvs out of my head all night,
but spent my lime ui bad dreams. From Vilv-rr!-
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right into Anhvcip tliorc is not ;, Unvu intact Ep-
pe-Iioni, S(>nii,sl, :yr,lin,vs Wiu-IiI(-ni, Bcrchcm— ,11
razed to the ground. T„ ISFalinos a -ood part of tin-
town IS standing and I snj.pose thai the Cathedral
(^m he restored, hut the other touns are done for
ih.re 'vere i)raefieally no civilians in anv (,f them—

a

few jK.or peasants pokhig dismally ahout' in the ruins
trying i„ find some odds and ends that Ihev ^ould save
from the g<-neral wreck. There were some childr.-n
sitting on th.> stei)s of .1,-serte.l houses and a few hun-rv
dogs prowling around, hut no other signs of lif,- Vll
the way from th(> outskirts of Brussels straight thro.-h
\n Antwerp, tlie road was lined with emptv Lotties
Ihvy g;,ve ,, p,,.t;y good idea <.f what luul g<,ne on
along the line of march.
The I.onihardmcnt of Antwerp lasted from tlie after-

noon that we left up to Friday noon. The dama-v is
pretty evenly distril.u:(>d. Houm-s here and there in
every stre<>t were badly smaslied and the whoI(> hlock
across llu^ .tivrl from the Ilot.-l St. Antoine, wliere we
stayed, was hurned to the ground. The Cathedral was
not damaged.

When we were there last week, the streets W(>re
thronged ,.th ,..r,ple and uith motors. Yesterday
ilien- was not a soul t(» he seen for blocks together.
J lie town was practically deserted.
The garage where I had left my car had h,vn taken

over l.y the military authorities. The car was i)utaway <,n the sivond floor undamaged, but also un-
re])aired, so we shall have to wait until things setll.«
down a httle and w(> can gvt some work done.' I shall
i'axe to go back to Antwerp a little later and attend



1o lliat. TluMv is suuw comUn-i in flu> fact UmL llie
car has not boon sniaslicd.

This inorniiii,^ the Coniniittee for tl,o Provisioning
of Brussels canio in, and asked \vhelli(M- T was prr-
pared to go to London for ihem and endeavour to
arrange for some sort of permanent agn>enient witli
the British Covernnienl for the provisioning of the
civihan population of Belgium. T am wilhng.

In tlie course of some errands tliis afternoon, I
dropped in on Baronne Lambert f .r a cup of tea. Tlie
Baron came in and then Villalobar. About two
minutes later, Lambert was called out of the room to
speak with a Cerman ofheer, who demanded thai he
ac(;omi)any him to hea(h;uarters. ^•iIhtlo!)ar went
with him to s((> what was up, and I stayed l)ehind to
see if T couhl hv of any use. We stood by for a h'ttlc
over lialf an hour, an<l then whin :\rme. Lambert could
stand if no longer, I jumped in my ca/ and went down
to see what was happening. I found Villalobar on the
si(lewalk. getting into his car. 11,^ was depressed and
said that he luid been obliged to leave the Baron with
tlie Germans; that he was susj)eeled of nol)ody would
say what, and that the Germans were going to search
the iH.use. I went back and had them all ready for
the shock of the invasion. They were standing by
for the .search party, when in walk, d the Baron, smiling
broadly. They had s-nt him home under guard of two
armed men, and were to search, the house in the course of
a lew minutes. While h,> was telling about it, Iwoofhcers
arrived, profusely ai)ologetic, and aske.l to be shown
over the Red Cross h()si)ilal, which had been installed
on the ground floor. Thev were \:Avu all fl,r,.,.„l.
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the placo, and found oiUy a lot of German soldiers
carrying- oil" the beds and other Ix-longings. Tlieu
they scarclied iiie Baron's private offiee and that of
his son. and withdrew after more excuses.
There was nothing to show for the whole perform^

ance, and nothing had been acconiphshed beyond
.iKikaig a lot of ])eoi)lc nervous and apjirehensive.
Tliat is tlie sort of thing that evcrylx.dy is subject to
llies<- .lays, without any hojje of redress. And, of
<<'ur^e, this was llie least .serious thing that could
happen.

On board S.S. 'Trinccs,, JuUanar ojf Dover, Sun-
day, Octnhcr JO, JOL'^.-Uciv ^^v are again, coming
into England ni rair. and fog. I'p to the last minute,
I was u; great doul ' as to whether we siiot-ld come at
;ill, but everything was finally straightened out and
hi-re we are.

Friday we spent in hard work, aggravated with manv
•onferencr.. In the morning most of the German
<ivil and n)ilitary Government came to the Legation
an.l <li>ehs>>.| the food (pMstion with the niend)ers
<>l^ the Conmiittee, the Spanish Minister ac 1 ourM-lves.
T!ie\ a!I united in ashing that I go to London and lav
liic situation beforr Ili(> Uvl/uin Mini-ter, the SpanisJi
and American Ambassadors and. under their ciiaixMon-
iige. bef<»re tlie British Government. When this had
been .a-rerd |o. M.iiir bright soul su-geslcd lha( I be
iMvonipaiiird by a ...mniis-ioii ,,r jificai pr-,„il,i,.iit

IJelgiaiis, In add ll.iprf-Mvnicss to wliat F had I,, ^;,v.
Til.- iuo Mini.!. MS roM- up ami said //.., adding that
;is I was t.> il.» llir work and bear tin resp,.ii>ibilify



A JOURNAL FROM OUR LEGATION L\ BELG[U>[ 277

ill going on tin's mission of forlorn liopc, I sliould not
be hanipored hy having to carry the weight of firt(vn
speech makers. Tliat was knocked in the liead, and
then to show that we were not unreasoiiahle, we asked
that two menihers of tlie Conuniltee go along. The
men chosen were Baron r.aniherl and ^fcnsieur
Francqui, one of the leading hankers of Brussels and a
man of poise and judgment. They expressed reluct-
ance l)ut were soon persuaded.

This morning, during a cah' at (he Political Depart-
ment, the talk turned on .Alexico. T was a>ked what
the President was driving at, and .mswered that he
was clearly trying to give the Mexicans every oppor-
tunity f.) solve "leir own troubles without iuleVfercnce.
I was then asked, rather slyly, whether the President
really wanted them to settle their troubles. "Without
wailing tv) hear my answer, the oraele went on to tell

me what our real i)f)licy was as he saw it, and he had
no doubts. The President wanted io take Afexicc*,
but was intelligent enough to n-.ilise that if he simply
seized if, ht' would forfeit any claim he might have to
disinterestc.lness. ami our Anglo-Saxon hypocrisv could
not swallow that. Therefore, h.^ was dcIibVralrly
allowing the Ab«xicans to drift into a hopeless condi-
tion of anarchy, wliich he knew \\<.uld gd steadilv
worse, until all the best and most prosperous elements
in the country ' .ild come to (he coiiehision that they
would be happ

. am! safer under American rule lliaii

under (he uiuvrtain desj)otiMn of changin- factions.
The Pn.Mdcnt euiild Iheu yield to their entre.ilie., and
eould take over (he government of Mexico a.s a humaiu-
tarian scr\ ice ((, the people.

b
I'l
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I niade a fccl.le ;itt(>nipt to oxj.Iaia wlu our mil
iu-hngs wore toward :\rexif(,, hut if soon hwauu^ evident
tJiat we could not Ihink in the same terms, so I gave
up. Then, was no c.itieism expressed or i.nplied.

^
()n

the eoutrary there was evidence of r<-al admiration
ol liie Tresident s technique.
The rest of the day was spent in getting readv

i^t^Ts and telegran^s and other papers necessarv in
our work.

Fowl.T and I dined at the Lambert's, finished up
our work at the Legation, and g<,t to Led at midnight
U<' got up yesterday morning at half-past chree, and
•" Kill-i,ast four set sail in three motors-^>ne filled
\vith servants and mountains of small baggage.

A\i' sped in the dark through ruiu.vl villages to
Antwerp, and from there {„ Ess(.hen on the Dutch
roni.er, which w.- reached s.um aft(T .lavlight. We
had papers from lh,> I),,!,-!, Lrgal ion. railing ,- „n the
customs a.Mhorilirs |„ U'\ us pa>s. hut a chuckK-heade.l
ooumun- wo.dd not even nad .mr papers, a.id i.rld us
up for an hour, while he n.ade out papers of various
sorts and collected a deposit „u our cars. I exi)o>luIaled
"' vaiM. a.id shall have lo gvl my comfort fn.n. making
•' row .al(-r. .Vs a .•<.nse,,uemv of I, is cussedm-ss, we
missc,! ||u> morning l-oat train to ri„sl,ing. and had
to^x-iidlhclayin

I hat charming cily. WH'o.nnl Ihe
l»l.i<v hll.'.l with nfugecs from all parts of Hcl.ri,,,,,
;;;-'l wciv urc.led on every hand l.y pcopK- we knew.'
l'';-l'"leN uciv fillc<l to ov., flowing, and pr<.pl,. w.av
l'V">K u. h> arhl cars, sh-ds and on ih.- sid.walk \Vc
i'hing lo chairs in the r.-a.iing room al one of the lio|,-ls
and walked ll„. streets unlil nine o'clock, when w. t'
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aboard \hc boat with ei,ulit liundrod otlior people.
Cabins were not to be bad for hvv or money, bnf.
Francqui. by jncb'eioiis corrnijtion, i-ot us a plaee to
sleep, and ^\e sl.pl hard, despite Uie noise, wliicli was
tr(>niendous.

LondoiK Ortohrr 20, JOll~Uvrc we are, niueh
clieend up by tjie prospeet.

We haninuMvd bard yesterday aiul to-dav. and this
afternoon it looks as though we bad seciuvd Ibe i)er-
niission .)f (be Ikilisji Covernnient to send fo(,d to our
people in JJel-iiuni.

We ^ot in|„ Folkstone at 4 o'clock on Suiulay, were
passed ininiedialcly by the aiitliorilics, and then spent
an hour and a half waitinjj for our !rain to pull out.
Wci^i>[ into darkened I.on.h.n about a <|Uarter of ei^dil.
We sat around and vi>iled bey,,iid our usual hours,
and yest(>rday niornini: I was called ahead of anybody
else. s(» as to -,'(>! lowii to niy day's work.

rii'sl, I ;,^)t thing's started al the Kinbassy, by
p'ttin-;- oir a lot of tele-nuns and rininin- ;,\vay from
an ..nice full .,f people who. in scui.- mysl.-rious way.
had hear.l I was h.-re. I saw s.'veral of them, but a.s

my day was K'oi'i.i,'. I np and ran.

First, to Alfr.'.l Holhschii.rs h.>us.> iu Park Lane,
wlu«re I found Haroii bafiib(>rt waiiin- for me. He
was beaming, as his s..n (xTviiii,' in th.- |{.-|-iaii army)
lia<l furn.<l up salV an.l well b.-fon- l.-aving to rejoin
his r.'i;irii.'nl in P'rauc.-.

\c\! I v.en! to IIh S{)ani>h Fnibassy, and ^avo the
Amba.vsa. lor. l.-lails.)f what u.- wanle.l.' 11.- cauuhf (lie

id<>a imniniiately, and has .lone cvcryl bin- iu hispow.-r.
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AVlion T gol hack to our cIianccTy, T found that the
Anihassador had conu' in, .so I went over llio wliole

business a,i;ain. and made an aj)|)ointni('iit for a con-

ference with liiin for llic Spanish And)assad()r and my
Iravelhnu n.'npaiuons

At haU'-pas' five we liad our conference with the

two Anihass;i(lors. Th(\v nuulv an appointment with
Sir Edward (ire_\ for this afternoon, and went over the
situation at some len.utli.to make sure of the details.

In view of its significance this ineelint,' was most
imi)rcssive to me. It was nuuk- uj) of tlic two And)assa-
<h)rs, my two companions, and Herbert Hoover, the
man who is goin<,r to tackle one of the biu'gest jobs
of tlie time, lie lias been studying the situation, the
needs of the civil population and the ditneulties to
be overcome (>ver simv Shaler's arrival .several wirk.s

Jigo. \Vhil(> we could (iiligMen him in regard to recent

• levelopmenfs and matters of detail I wa,-, astonished
to see how clearly he grasped all the cs.sentials of the
situation. He .sat still while the rest of us ;alked but
his few remarks were \-ery nnich to the point, par
ticui;irly when, in answer to a rpiestion, he said

very (juietly: 'Ves, I'll take over the work. I have
about fini.>h(>d what 1 ha\e in hand. Now \vc can
lake up this."

October :?;.v/.—The Belgian (lovernment has .sent

over !\Ionsicur de H(>rryer, flir Minister of the Interior,

to di>eu.-,s the foo<l (jucstion and the equally impor;.uit

money (luest iwu.

I had an early moj'iiing note from the Spanish Am-
bassador and went ai-nmd to .-^ec liim.
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London is filled with war spirit; not liysterics, but
good deternuned work. TJic streets arc full of sin-in^
recruits marching hither and yon—mostly yon. TJie
army must be growing at a tremendous rate; in fact,
faster than equipment can be provided, and they are
not slow about that,

London, October ,?.?, i.9/4.—On Wednesday we had
things pretty well settled, and had also suc'ccedcd in
nusmg from official sources al)out one hundred and
fifty thous; nd pounds. I took a fair amount of satis-
faction m gloating over those who liad croaked. Then
some helpful soul came along and threw a monkey
wreiicli into the macliiiiery, so that a good i)art of the
work has to b<> done over again. At anv rate, we
hope to get, some time to-day, permission" to export
enough food to serve as a stop gap until the general
question can be settled.

-AFonsleur Francqui and Baron Lambert had to start
back this morning to organise the H,Igiaii local com-
mittees into one central national affair, and I am to
stay on until things arc setllccj one Nvav or the oth-r
That may mean not getting bad. to Belgium for a
week or two more.

For some lime I liavc been tlirealcning to get a do"
and y..terday, fcclin;. the need of inh-lligent canine
sympathy, I succumbed. At the Army and Navy
Stores, I found a hideous brindlc bull that some ulflcrr
had Iclt on g(„ng |„ lhc hnixX. He was prompMy
ac'Mnnrd. and given tlu- name of Max in hon...,- /,f
our l{nrgomast<>r. The Slon-s arc 1., lake care ol him
for me until I return u) Belgium.
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When I got back to the Embassy, from my visit

to the Stores, I found Slialer waiting for me with the

news that I was exjM'eted at a meeting at Mr. Hoover's
ofKee in fifteen minutes, to diseuss matters with tlie

conmiittei- which is being formed to handle the feeding

of the Belgian eivil population.

I was suri)rised to find that I had been made a
meml)er of this connnittee, and was expected to

attend. It was a comfort Uj talk with men who know
what the\' arc about and who can make up their

minds right tiie first time. Hoover is a wonder and
has the faculty of getting l)ig-calibre men about him.
We were not in session more than an hour, but in that
time we went over the needs of the Belgian civil

popul.ition, the means of meeting immediate needs,

the broader (iue>tion of finding food from other parts
of the world to contimie the work, the problem of

getting money from jxiblic and private sourcx's to

pay expeuMvs, and finally the organisation to be set

lip in Belgium, England, America and Holland, to

handle the work. Before we left a tentative organisa-
tion had been established and ixn)ple despatched on
various duties with orders *o get things started wiMiout
loss of time, so that food could be pushed across the
line into Belgium at the first iKKssible moment.

It is gouig to be up-hill work for many reasons, but it

would be hard to find a group of men who inspire as
much confidence as these liiat everything possible will

be done, and occasionally a little lliat is impossible.

October ?;///.- Yesterday was another busy <lay.

I did not know tiial llie niliif population of Belgium
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coukl make suc-]i a crowd as I have liad in the waiting-
rnoiii of the eliancery. In sonic mysterious way the
news of my coming to London has got aljout, and
swarms of people arc coming in witli Httle errands they
want done and messages to be dchvered to their friends
and famihcs in Brussels. It makes work, but that sort
of thing is a comfort to lots of people and is worth
und(>rtaking. I have made it dear to all of them that
anytlu'ng to be delivered will be turned over to the
(ierman authorities first, and hope they will govern
tliemselves accordingly.

The British Government has stipulated that the
feeding of the civil population shall be carried on by
a neutral organisation, under the patronage of the
American and Spanish Ambassadors in London and
Berlin, and the American and Spanish Ministers in

Brussels. The food is to be consigned to the American
ly inister in Brussels for distribution by the organisa-
tion which is fo be known as the American Relief
Committee, with Tloox-er as chairman and motive
power. Tlie various local Belgian committees are to
be grouped togetlier in a national organisation, to
assist in the distriI)ution of the foodstuffs once tliey
are delivered inside the Belgian frontier. The members
of the Belgian organisation are, of course, prisoners
of the Germans and unable to give any effective guar-
antees as to the disposal of the supj)]i(-s. The British
(iovernment has, tlierefore, stipulated that all aufliority
and responsibility are to be vested in the American
(^>mniiltee, and that the Belgians are to be regarded
.simply as a distributing agency. TJiis is, of course,
in no sense u reflection of the Belgifuis engaged on the
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work, but niori'ly u rccoguiliou of llie difficulties of

their position.

The IK "ill conipositiou of llie Committee assures

it a freedoia of travel and action, and an indejjendence

of politicid and personal prev^iire, and a eoiisecjuent

freedom of administration which the Beluians ( ould
not hope to enjoy. It is only by the assumption of

complete authority and responsibility by the Com-
mittee that the patrons will be able to give the various

Governments concerned tlie necessary assurances as

to the disposition of foodstuffs and the fulfillment of

guarantees.

There is somethmg splendid about the way Hoover
and his associates have abandoned their o\mi affair-

and all thought of themselves in order to turn their

entire attention to feeding the Belgians. They nave
absolutely cut loose from their business, and are to

give their whole time to the work of the Committee.
This is done without heroics. I should hardly have
known it was done, but for the fact that Hoover re-

marked in a matter of fact way:

"Of course everybody will have to be prepared to

let business go and give their whole time."

And it was so c(jnipletely taken for granted that

tliere is notlung but a murmur of assent.

Another strenuous day on the food question and
other things.

My plans were to have for Brussels on Monday
mornmg, but in th(> evening the Ambassador sent
for me and it was decided th:>t I should go to Havre
and from there to see the King and Queen. That
will take me to within a couple of hours from Brussels,
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according: to old cilciilalioiis, hul iitulcr prc-ciit con-
ditions I shall liav<^ to gvt tlit-re I)y way of Franco,
Enj,dand and Tlolland.

Ilotd (h'.i R''gates, Havre. October 20, 7,0/4.—This is

llie tliird town where I haw paid my respects to the
Belgian (Jovenuncnl. I would gladly have foregone
the experience, for it is depressing.

I left Waterloo station at 9:1.5 last niglit. Instead
of the usual two-liour run to Southampton, we puttered
along and did not arrive until after one. I had a
compartment and made ni; self as comfortable as

l)os.^il>le. 'When we arrived I found poor Colonel
Swalm. the Consul, waitin:: for me. The Ambassador
had t.>legraphed him to see me off, ;uk1 he did so regard-
less of the hour. I fc'i horribly guilty to have him
waiting about for me. but it certai.'ly did make things

a lot easier.

I got .^traiglil )
' d, but had a hard time sltvping,

as there was a trenmu!' us racket of loading all night
long. Nearly all the passengers were Ikitish officers

on their way to the front. Among the others I found
de lJassomi)icrre of the Foreign Offi(•<^ and a Mr. and
Mrs. W , wh<. were com hig over with a Rolls-Royce,

to be presented to the Belgian General Staff. If I go
to the front, he will take me. "We sailed at daybreak
and were here by two oVlock. Our Consul, Osborne,
was waiting for me at the dock with Henry- Need-
ham, the coi rosTuindent of CnlUers. I was let

straight tlirough t .i" customs, where a u-oman marked
my bag, and then came to tiiis hotel overlooking

Liic sea.
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This was llu- first thing we saw as wo c-amc into the
harbour. It is in a siil)nrl) calK-d Niw Ilavrais, l)uilt
by old Dufaycl of Paris. It was a curious and i)allK'tic
sensation to see the Belgian flags still flying bravely.
The different Ministries are set up liere, and on(> villa
lias been set aside for the King and Queen, who have
not yet left Belgian soil. The Legations are ail cvstab-
lished in this hotel and are bored to extinetion, as their
work has droi)])e(l vcrj^ nnurh. This littl(> sul)urb
enjoys all the i)rivileges of extraterritorialitv, and
even the French xMinister to Belgium goes through
the motions of being accredited to a foreign Co\-ern-
ment in his counlrv'. The cars of the various Leua-
tions go buzzing around among the French and Belgian
and British cars. The streets are full of troops of^tlic
three nations, wliile some twenty transports ride at
anehor in the open roadstead.

"
Fresh troops from

England are arriving constantly, and march singing
through tlie to\\n to the camps outside, whenee th(>\-

are sent to the front. There are two British hosjiitals
near this hotel—one of them the Casuio—and wounded
are everywhere. The place is astonishinglv calm, but
everybody knows there is a war. The French have
their teeth set and are confident of the final outcome.
Women are in the custom house, drive the trams,
collect ihe fares and do a himdred otlier things that
are usually out of their line.

I found the hall filled with colleagues, and exchanged
greetings with the crowd before going over U) the For-
eign Ofllce to make my bow. I found Colonel Fair-
holme packing, and ready to leave this evening for
England.
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Tlie Foreign Office has a pretty little villa in a pretty
little garden and keeps busy. I saw CNerybody, from
.AFonsieur Davignon down to the porters, and spent
an hour and a half there. Then at their request I

went to the "Palace" and talked with General Jung-
hlnth. He will try to arrange my business for me by
telegraph, and will let me know in the morning whether
I am to go up to the front to see the King and Queen.
When I came away from this call, Osl)orne was wait-

ing for me and took me dowii to the Consulate for an
hour's talk. Then back to the hotel to dine with Sir

Francis. After dinner we all went out and bade the
Colonel farewell.

Tiiesdaij.—General Jungbhith was waiting for me
when I came do\\7i this morning, to say that I should
go to the front. Osborne was waiting with his car,

and took me to the Afinistry of "War, to ask for a lift to
Dunkerque in a military car. As luck would have it,

to-day's car had left ten minutes before, so I was put
otf until to-morrow morning, when I shall go up with
the W s. I have spent a good part of the day
getting my papers in order—both French and Belgian
—and in the tiresome occupation of being photo-
graphed.

October 28th, Hotel des Arcades, Dunlcerque.—Another
one-night stand.

We cleared out of Havre this morning over muddy
and siipperj' roads. It rained hard all night, and we
made good time by way of Fecamp, Dieppe, Eu, At)be-
ville, Montreuil, Bologne, Marquise, and Calais. £ret-
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ting to Dunkerquc a lilik- ;,fUr four, jiLst In time to
smell the smoke of a .(.iipK- of bomljs dropi)eJ hy an
aeroplane aeross the street frui!! tiie office of the Prime
Minister, u])on whom I eaHed.

We began running into big bunches of troops at
Abbeville--English, French an.l Belgian. I saw some
of tiie Indian troops doing sentry duty ana looking
coUl and unc-omfortable, and did not blame thtm, for
it was raw and cjieerless. The Rolls-Rt.yce is a beauty
and sailed along all day like a gondtjla.

The Prime Minisl(>r Jiad >el up his office in the
Mayor's room at ih.- Un'rl dv ViH,-. which I found in
an uproar because of I he bombs. Vli.- Prime ^rinister
was saicUo be al IIcad(,uarl m's. at Furnes, across the
Belgian ironlier, and I was urged log,, tli<'re to see him.
V\'e nuide twenty-onL> kilonielt-rs Ijieiv. in time to find
that httle town in a great .tate of excitement, because
three big shells had conie from nobody knew where,
and burst by the railroad station.

But the Prime Miidster was not there, and It was
dark, so we galhere.j up a gui<le and set oil" for la Panne,
where the King an.l Queen are living. X,-ilher of them'
was there; nobody bu! a gendarme on duty. The
King was oil' with the troops and the Queen was I«K)k-
mg after the woumled. who have overflowed all tlie
hospitals. In the pa^l we.-k -just lhi> one engage-
ment the Belgians have suirered l^i.OOO ,a>ualties.
The road from Furm-s to la I'aniK- and ',.,k lav close

Mihu] ti.e lines, so thai ue eoiild )„,,,• H,,. ,|,,.„lv n>ar
of the fighting ami se,> the bur>ling >liells, particularly
those from the Brilidi >liij)., which made a tremendous
(la--h a'hl roar.
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We caiiie on back to town, being stopped every

minute by French outi)osl.s, and got to tliis hostelry

at seven-tliirty. Wliile I was cleaning iij), the Prime
Minister came in and claimed me for dinner. He had
liis secretary, Count Lichlervelde, A. B., who is here

looking after the wounded, and a couple of officers.

And ///(•/; we talked until the hands dropped off tiie

clock and I was nearly dead for sleep. Then ^ took
A. B. liome to her hospital, through the streets dark-
ened for the benefit of Count Zej)j)elin, and iioiv I am
ready for my rest.

I have plans for to-morrow, but shall see what liappens

to them when I see tlie Prime Minister in the morr.mg.

October ,?Olh.—'^[\\\ at Dunkenpie.

Another l)Us.v and interesting day, and if all goes
well, I shall be back in I-oudou to-morrow night.

I was uj) early, did a little writing, ;ind went over to

.see the Prime Miiiisler, who was waiting for me.
Despatched my business with him in short order, to

my complete satisfaction. lie is a trump, and it is a
joy to do business with him, e\en at a time when he is

hounde<l, as he is now.

He said the King was out with the troops, but had
sent in to say he wanted t(» see me and would come in

lo head(|uarters at Furiuvs at four-lhirty for that pur-

I)ose. Tiie Queen liad al>o sent word in that she

•»\ anted to see me. She was busy looking after the

wounded, but said she would come to la J*amie at four.

That suited nu>, although I \\a>. in some doubt as to

liow I Would be able to make comieclions between the

two audieu;t's.
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Last night I ]iad talked of going out to look at t],o
fighluig, and A. B. had offered to conduct me. T hid
rot takui the offer Vi^ry seriously, but when I got back
to the hotel after seeing the Prime Mh.i.ster, she was
there in a big racing car, with a cr.ick chauffeur, ready
for the jaun t. She was in !ier campaign kit of kn Ickers,
with a long rain-coat and a big knitted cap and an
entrancing boy she made. Mr. and Mrs. AV had asked
to go along, and were in their car with Barbagon, an
aide-de-camp of the Prime Minister. Monsieur de
Broqueville came out quite seriously and begged A. B.
not to lead me into danger, whereat everj-body had a
good laugh.

We made quick time to Fumes and drew up before
Headquarters, where we learned what was known of
the lay of tlie land mid the pohits of the front we could
reach without getting in the way. The Belgians u !,o
liad for ten days held the line of the Yser from Xi, .,-

port to Dixnuide, waiting for reinforcrments to come
up, had been oblig,-,! to fall back to the hue of th- rail-
road, which forms the diord ..f the arc, and ha.l inun-
dated the interv<-ning territory to iniiuci,. the Cennan
adsance. French and Fnglish trooi)s urre b.-ing
brought up :., large numbers 'u relieve !iie Belgians,
\vho have los! in killed and wounded nearly a thhd of
the .jO.OOO me-1 ( ngaged.

^
While waiting for somj definite news to be brouglit

in for us, we climbed to the toj) „f Iju- hi-rli tower of Ui-
rnarkel next the Hotel <le Ville, for a look at the battle
luie It was pretty misty, but we could s.^t- the smok(>
of shrapml and ..f Ih.- big shells from the Fiigli>h slnps,
V inch wei-e enfilading the Cicrman right.
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Tlie ^laircasr up this tower was a crazy thing, with
rotten steps and places where two or three stops w.>re
nussmg altogetiie- It was bad enough going up
wJiere we could ake hold and pull ourselves up, but
It was far worse going do;\-n, because we were ordered
doAni in a hurry and all came piling doun in a steady
stream. There were squeaks and screams at the bad
noments, but we did manage to get domi without mis-
Jiap and take stock of ourselves.

We foiuid some German prisoners lying on the straw
in the entrance hall, and stopped to sjK^ak to them.
J hey said that their troops were very tired from long
hard fighting, but that they had plenty of men. They
seemed lather depressed themselves.
By the time we got down, our information liad come

and we set off through a welter of tnuisport trains,
jirlillery, ambulances, marching troops, and goodness'
knows what else, in the direction of X . When we
got within a codple of kilometers of th(> place, an officer
-^lopix'.l us and ask(>d if we knew where we were going
He shrugged his shoulders when wc said we did andH us go straight int., it. Wlien we w.tc bowling along
about one kilometer from the (own, thre<' sh.-lis burst
Jit once, about two hundred yards to our left, and we
sl<.pped t.> se<- what was toward. A Imndrc! vards
ahead to the right of the roa.l was ;, balterv of five big
ginis, ami the (J.rmans were (>videntlv trving to get.
tlinr range. The shells kept falling to the I.'ft. near
a group of farm-houses, an<l as souu' of the si)ent
'
ails of shrniwu-l k. pt rolling around near us, we

«I''<-'<!»"<1 wc ..light as well go and see ll,.- big guns'from
nean-r to.
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In the .shelter of tlie farm-liouses were fifty or sixty
men, some of them cooking [Jicir hmch, otliers slccp-
mg, all quite oblivious of the roar of bursting shrapnel
and the spattering of iJie bullets near by. And a f.

months ago probably any of these men would liaxe
been frightened into a fit by a shell bursting in his
neighbourhood. It is wonderful how soon peo]>!e be-
come contemptuous of danger. The horses that w< re
tethered by the roadside seemed to take it all as a
matter of course, and munched away at their hay, as
though all tlie world were at peace! A wobbl cart
came cavaking by with an hifr.ntrynian, who had had
a good part of his face shot auay. He had l,een
bandaged after a fashion and sat up blinking at us
•stupidly as the cart lumbered l)y, bumj)ing into '.oles
and sliding into ruts.

I wab not keen on staj'ing longer than was necessary
to see what wa. there, but W. was very deliberate
and not to be bu.lged for more than half an hour. We
finally got Jiini started by calling his attention to the
•spent balls, which make a tremendous singing noise
Ixit do no harm. Tlie only ,,ally safe thing in the'
neighbourliood was what <lui the trick. Tlu- Germans
XNvre making a f.ni..us attack, evidentiv determined to
break the liPe bcf,„v |Ik> f,vsh troops cuuld be bn.uglit
up. and the cann.madiug was terrific. The whole front
as far as we could see in ,>il|uT diivction was a line
of pulfs of smoke fn.m bursting shrapnel and black
.sponis of earth from exploding shells. The crackle of
11u> m,tra>lln,sr:< ,ij,p!,.d up an.l down the whole Hue.
'I he Helgians ^^rrv pounding back as hard as they
could ami the iioisc uas deafenhig. Finally, when we
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dvvM lo loav(>, tl„- mcor in romman,! of llu> hallcMv
oad,-.! all five g,iy,s at <mco an.l fir^d a .sa!v.. for ouV
')o..cfit. The ,,reat shells tore away, n.aring like so
Hi. ay express trains, an.! sereanniig like Leasts in
a^'ony—a terrifying c-on,I)in,,lion. My vuvs ache yet
it was getti..,- hotter vxvry minute aiwl the C.ernmns
were evuiently o.,.t,i„„. ,, ,,,>,i^,, j^,^.^, ^^^ ^j^^^ nmgcjov
til- sliells hegan falling pretty close on the (jther side
and I was <,nieter in my mind w:..'n we went hack to
our cars ami pulled out of the actual line. A\e umk -i

road a few hundred yanls hack, i,arall.-l willi the lines
and drove along shuvly. watching the elfect of the shell
fiiv, until we al.solutely had to start hack for lunch

1 Vf T'/'^
'^"^'^"'' '' " I-^'-^^""'^ I'-a, and said

hello to Jack Ueynti(>ns.

When we got hack to the hot..|. ahout half an hour
late for lunch, we found the Prinu- .Arini.ter waiting
for us. At the .l,M.r, in a.ldilion to the usual sent-x"
there were two prixates of the cha.ssenrs u chcral one
gearing a conimandcr's .lar of n.e Legion of Honor.
I hey salute.1 and ,mile<i. and I howe.l and went on in
to my meal. They came in after me, still smiling, ami I
was taxed vmII, not recognisjug them. Thcv w. v the
J)u. ,1 I ,>el and — , ,]„> l,,,,,], „|.

,1;^.;^ ^^.^j^^^^_
fixv houses, who had enh\le,|. and aiv siil' fi.difin<' -s
pnyates. They

! ,d j„.t luvn rcli..v..d and"we,v on
tlH'ir way to (he rear, vvluiv the Helgian armv is heing
relornicd and r<'>tcd.

As so,,n as w . ha.l g.,t tlirough. 1 ha.I lo start hack
formyau(hcnc-of Ij,.. (^ucen. W. -- look nu out to
la I ann,>. wlu'iv we found Ihc \-ill;, on tl,,. sand dum-s
a httlc way hack of l|„. liurs. There were a coupl.> of
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ge,ul.nnes on duly, th. King's Secretary, and theCount ... c e Caran.an-Clunn,y, ihc one Ladv-in-Wait-
'>'^'. I had jusl got iuMde wJien the door opened andhe Kmg can,e n. II. ,,ad heard I was conling to see
tlK'

( ueen and had motored dou-n from Fumes I

ho):^T
'''

Tf!"
^'''" "' ^ ^'''' '"'""^^^ «" ^J'« pointsho had wante,! to see me about and then ],e ones-

Jo-.<l n.e ahout frien,ls in Brussels. I suggested to'him
.1 voul.l pn>hahly help otir comnu-ttee in raising

I h ' "-If "'"'.'r

*'^" "P^^«'^ f'^'' '-'1' f->ni AmericaHe fell ,„ with the uiea at once, and together we gotout an appeal that is to he serd across the waterAMiere we sat we could see the British ships shelling th^Germans, and the win.lows of the dining-room weren.ng steadily. The King stood l,esil> the tli:h h.s finger t.ps restmg on the ch.th, watching thestuff ground out wonl hy wor.l. I locked up at him--hut could not hear to doit again-itV^;;:;

s .n to tea She was supposed to wait for her Ladv-
"i-U.i.tmg to bring me, but didn't. The King stavedon

y
a nunute or two and then said he must be getMngback to Ilradc.uarters. where he would see Uie lat,>r

I su.^g.sled to the Queen that she, too. make anappeal to the uamen of America, to which she agreed
A..other appeal was prepared for her, and it, too, willbe sent to America by the first post.
The Que,-n ha.l wanted to see n.e about the subjectof surgeons for Ih,. "..l.'.n armv. T,,. R,,.,-,„.

.'^^

«-'ns u, the Brussels hospitals have been re,:iaeed I y
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Germans, and luive notJiIng {<, do, although Ihey are
desperately needed here. The Queen was terribly de-
pressed ahout the eondition of the woimded. There
are so few surgeons, and sueli tremendous numbers of
wounded, that they eannot hy any possil)ility l)e prop-
erly eared for. Legs and arms are being Ruthlessly
amputated in hundreds of eases where they could be
saved by a careful oi)erati()n. Careful operations are,
of course, out of the queslicjn, with the wounded being
dumped in every minute by the score. In these httle
frontier towns there are no h()si)ilal facilities to speak
of, and the poor devils are lucky if they gel a })ed of
straw under any sort of roof, and medical atlemlanee,
within twenty-four hours. ^Vo went to see one lios-
pital in a near-by \-illa, and I hope T shall never again
have to go through such an ordeal. Siicli suiFering
and such lack of comforts I h.'ve never seen, l)ut I take
olf my hat to the nerve of the wounded, and the nurses,
most of them the luvst class of lielgian women, used to
every luxury ;.nd getting none.

The Queen gave me lea, and one of her smah supply
of cigarettes, and we talked until after dark. The
monitors off >hore had been j..ined by a baltleshij), and
the row wi> - terrific and rendered conversation diflicult.

Tlie (^i( ,n was still full of courage and siid that as
long as there was one square fool of Belgian soil free
of (Germans, she would f)e on it. She said it simply, in
an>wer to a question from me. but there was a big
force of courage and determination behind it. As I
was not dismi^sed, I finally took it on my>clf lo g„.
and the Qikvu cam. uilh me lo the duor .in 1 ,.c,)t mo
on my wmv. She M.M-d iu I Ik- lighted d.-orwav until
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I reached the motor, and then turned slowly and went
in—a delicate little woman with a lion's heart. Tngle-
bleek and the Countess de Caraman-Chimay came out
after we had cranked the car, and gave me messages
for their families and friends. It is a pretty liard
change for these pev^ple, who three montlis ago were
leading such a dull, comfortable life, but they have
risen to it with fine spirit.

The King was with his staff, studying the maps and
despatches, when I got to Furnos,\uid I was shown
th'^ whole situation—most interesting on the large
scale maps that show every farm-house and pathway.
I was to go back to Dunkerque with Monsieur de
Brof|ue\ille, so wailed while they discussed the events
of liie day and plans for to-morrow.

^Miile they talked reinforcements were pourin^
through the town, with great rumbhng of artillery and
blowing of trumpets. It was a comforting sound, as it

presaged some relief for the Belgians in their heart-
breaking stand.

There was comfort in riding back through tlie night
with the Prime Minister, for there was no long exami-
nation of papers, etc. When we came to a post, the
aide-de-c;.mp would switch on a strong light in the
car, the sentries would salute, and on we would go ..t

a great gait.

Seemingly I was boarding with Monsieur de Broque-
vilie, as I was led back to dine with him.
To-morrow I am off to London. Loewenstein, a

young Brussels banker, is to take me over in hi.', raong
car, wjn'ch is a useful institution these days. We take
along his mother-in-law. Madame Misonne, and A. B,
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It means getting up at five to motor to Calais to catch
tlie boat. There the car will he slung aboard, so that
we can be wliisked up to London wiUiout waiting for
a train.

On board S.S. "Orange Nassau," North Sea, No-
vember 2, J91Jf.~Oi^ Friday mornmg we were called
before dawn, and got under way as per schedule—
Loewenstein, "Madame Misonne, A. B., and I. We
made good time, over slippt^y roads, to Calais, despite
freq'aent stoj^s to have our j)apers examined by posLs,
and got to tlie dock some twenty minutes before the
steamer sailed. The car was hoisted aboard, and we
rode across in it. Frederick Palmer was on boi'.rd,

returning in disgust after having been just that far
toward the front.

Our suicide wagon was swung off onto the dock with-
out loss of time, and we sped away toward London
while our fellow-passengers were doomed to wait for
all sorts of foriiialities. It was a wild ride. At times
we were doing as high as one hundred and tliirty kilo-
meters an iiour o\er winding English roads, and I was
sonunvhat relieved when I was dropped at the Embassy,
safe and Sv^und.

I got off some tel(>grams about my trip, and was told
the Ambassador wanted to sec me. Hoover was with
him, and I turned over to them the appeals from the
King and Queen.

Jack Scranton decided to come l)ack to Brussels with
me. io giv(> me a hand in Legation work, and spent the
morning packing enough i)lunder to see him through
a siege of t]ire<> or h.ur years. A. B. came on to Lon-
ilon to see her brother who is seriously wounded and in

_I
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hospital. New her family want licr to it-turn to
Bruss(>l.s and have placed Jut in my care for the
jonrnoy.

This morning we liad a crowd at the station to see us
off. Countess X. has also come along, and was en-
trusted to our care. A. B.'s family was there in force
to say goo(l-I,yc. so altogether the casual ohserver
might liave inferred that we were popular.

Brm.sch, Norcmlnr m.-~y\'v were met In Flushing
by our Consular Agent, who put us through the cus-
toms and ()i;to the train.

No motor was wailing for us at Rosendaal, and we
had a hard tune getting shelter for the night. Finally
\\e suc-ceedcd in getting a room for the two women In a
little, third-rate hotel, and Jack and I slept on the
floor of a sitting-room in the little Hotel Central I
was so dog-tired that I slept like a log, wrapped up in
my fur coat.

While we were having coffee, M. de Feval came up In
my httl,> car. He ha.l l.(«en to Kctlerdam in connection
with the first shipment of food, and thought he would
find me alone. lie ha<l bought a lot of gasoline in
iireda, to be called for, so we could take no luggage
\\e found another car leaving for Brussels at noon
and h.aded ii „p with Countess \., Jack and the
uggage, while M. do L. ami I took A. R. and the mail
bags, and started by way of Breda. We came through
Aerschot ami slopi)cd for a stn-tch and to look about.

^

A\e walked about th(> streets for a time, and stopped
m a shop to ask for a drink of water. After givhig it
to us. th." i)roj)riet..r asked if w(> vouJd like to see the
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stale the Geraians liad left things in. Ik- led us hack
info his living (juarters, opened a door hearhig an in-

scription to the effect that il was an oHieers' mess, and
let us in. I never have seen a more com{)lete mess.
Everythhig in the plae<- was smasli(>(l, and tiie whole
room was filthy. The ofhcers had left only a few days
before and had taken pains to break everything hefoVe
they went. Obscene remarks were chalked on tlie

walls, and ihe i)ictures were improved with heavy
attempts at fun. I always used to think that the term
"ofhcer ;uul gentleman" was redundant, but now I

begin to understand the need for it.

The church was also in a bad stale. Tiie doors have
nearly all Imvii battered down. The wooden Gothic
statues in the nav<' have been smashed or destroyed
by fin\ The altars and confessionals were wanloidv
destroyed. The collection boxes had been pried open
and emptied. Wo were told that the holy-water font
and the vestments of the priests had been profaiu-d
and befouled. Il is iu)t a j)retty sight.

•Verschol was partially destroyed on .Vugust lOtli

and 'JOth. The Cicrmans cl;iim that their commaiuling
oflicer was shot by the son ,,f the Hurgonuisl(T. The
]?ilgians claim that he was struck Iiy a stray bulh-t
fired at raiulom by one of ln'> own men in the markcl-
place. However that may be, the whole place was
instantly in an ui)roar. and (|uiel was not restored imlil
tli«' town h;id been sacked .iiul over one humlred and
fifty people kilh'd, among tlicm women ;md children.
The liurgom.'ister ;iiid his snu lui.l a piie^l were among
those shot and buried onl>ide the Louvain gale. One
of those taken to the place of execution was sp.ired on
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condition thai he- .should go to Louvain lo tell of what

had hajipenod.

Louvain has been clcaiU'd up a lot, and wo stopped

there only long enough to have our passes examined at

Ih-achjuarters, getting back a little before six to a warm
welcome.

The other motor was due at six, but did not come,

and after waiting up till midnight, I turned in. Jack

bobbed up yesterday at noon. The car had been

stopped at the frontier because several of the })assengers

had not proper papers. ..ack thr(>w out his chest and

insisted on being taken lo Antwerp to see the Military

Governor. His passport, as bearer of ilespatches, did

the business, and Ihev were allowed lo i)rocee(l under

armed guard. They were kept overnight in the

Hotel Webber, ami then Jack and ^[nie. X were

allowed to come on to Brussels in the car, while I he

others were detained.

Marshal Langhorne came in lo-day from The Hague
to elfecl formal delivery of the first bargeload of

food, and had weir<l tales to tell of his .idventures by

the way. Thank goodness, the first of the food has

arrived in tinu\ and if the How can be kept up, the

worst of our troubles will l)e averted.

With this first consignment of food came the story

of how it was got through in such record lime. Hoover

is one of these people who is inclined lo gel Ihings

done and alteud later to such details as g(>lling formal

jK'rmissioii. t-te.

With Shaler's forty thousand pounds and promi>es

of five Innidred thoii>aml doll.irs more, he went lo

woik ami placed orders for Iwcniy lii(Mi>,uid ton> of
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food, costing two million dollars a wock. This he did

on the theory that money would come along later, when
the need was realised, hut that the Belgian stomachs

would not wait until eolleetions had l)een made. lie

purchased the food, got it transported to the docks,

and loaded on vessels that he had contrived to charier,

while all the world was fighting for tonnage, got them
loaded and the hatches closed.

When everything was ready, Hoover went to the

pro{)er authority ami asked for permission to ship the

food, announcing that unless he could get four ship-

loads of food into IJelgium l)y the end of the week, the

people would begin to starve. The functionary was
sympathetic, hut regretted that in the circumstances,

he could not help. It was out of the question to

purchase food. The railways were choked with troops,

nnuiitions and supplies. Ships were not to he had for

love or money. And ahove all, the Channel was closed

to commerce.

Hoover heard liim patiently to the end.

"I hav(> attended to all this,*' he said. "The ships

are already loaded and ready to sail. All I need from

you :s clearance i)ap(M's. You i-aii let me have them,

luul everything will he all right."

The high oflicial could hardly helleve his ears:

"Yoimg man," he gaspi-d. "perhaps you don't

realise what you have done. ^len have heeii sent to

the Tower for less. If it were for any other cause, I

hesilat(> to think what would happen to you. But

as it is, I van <»nly rnngratulate you on .some \cry

good work."

And that's li(»w we got our food in time.



302 A JOURNAL FROM OUR LEGATION' IX BELGIUM

Fines are being imposed on towns on one pretext

or another. The other day two poHeenien got into

a controversy witli a Cernian seen^-serviee agent who
did not exphiin who he was, and got a good thnnij^ing

for doing varions tilings that a eivihan liad no husin(\ss

to do. Tliis morning von Liittwitz eomes out with

this prochiRiation:

On tlio 'istli of OrtdlxT, l!)lt, a legally constituted court

martial pronounc.-d tiic foilowiiifj senteucps:

(1) Tlie policeman I)e Uyckere for liavinjr atta(ke<l, in tlie

legal exercise of his duties, an authorised a^ent of liic (ieruian
Government, for Iiavinj; delihcratcly inihcted Imdily hurt in two
instances with the aid of other persons, for liaxinj; aided in the
escape of a prisoner and for ha\ ing attacked a German soldier,

was condeunied to .'ive years' imprisonment.
(*?) The policeman Seghers for having attacked, in the exer-

cise of his legal duties, an authorised agent of the German (ioxern-
tnent, for having deliherately inlli( ted ii(idil.\- iiurt on tiiis (itniian

agent, and for ha\ing aided tlie escape of a prisoner (all these

offences constituting one chargeK was condenuud to tiirec years'
imprisonment.

The sentenc-es were confirmed on 0( loLcr "Isl Iiy tlie Go\(Tnor-

General, Baron von der Goltz.

The city of Brussels, not iiu hiding its sul)nrlis, ha^ Ihmmi punished

for the injury liy its pi'hccman Dc Hyikere to a (ierman soldier,

by an additional fine of I'ive Million I'rancs.

The Governor of Brussels,

Brussels, Xovcnilwr I, 1!)1 1. Bahdx von Li itwitz,

Gcitcral.

Last niglit we <hned at Ctesse. N-
evervhodx's .>;ife rclmii.

's to eeh^irate

Brussels, Siitiddi/. Xminihcr S, t'.H'i.— B;irgrs of food

an' liegiiMiiiig to coiik' in, ;nid we lime I lie pl.icc filled

with pcojile witli rc-il i)ii^iiM'ss conccriiiiig Ilic food
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and a lot of the usual "lialo-grahoers" anxious to give

advice or edge into some sort of non-working j)().->ition

where they can reap a little credit.

"We are put on German time to-day.

On November 1th the Governor-dencral came out

with a proclamation ordering that Cicrman money be

accepted in all business transactions. It is to have

forced curren(y at the rati' of one mark to one franc,

twenty-five centimes. As a matter of fact, it is really

worth al)oul one franc, seven centimes, and can be

bough!: at that rate in Holland or Switzerland, where

jH'ople are glad enough to get rid of their German
money. Any shop refusing to accept German paper

money at the stipidated rate is to l)e inunediately

closed, according to the Governor's threat.

Brussels, Xorcmber .9, 191
',.—Late in the afternoon

Jack and I took Max for a run in the Bois. ^Vhile we
were going across one of the l)road stretches of lawn,

an officer on horseback passed u.s, accompanied by
a mounted orderly. To our surprise the orderly drew

his revolver and began wavitig it at us, shouting at

the same time that if that dog came any

nearer, he would shool him down. The officfM- paid no
attention, l)ut rode on ahead. I started after them on f<K)t,

l)ut they began to trot and left me in the lurch. T ran

buck to the motor, overtook them, and placed the car

across their i)ath. The officer motioned his orderly

to go ahead, and then let nie tackle him. He took

the high ground that I had no reason to complain

since the d(»g iiad not actually been shot, not s«MMning

to realize that ix'acealjle civilians mi;iht have legiti-
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mate oI)j(>cti,)ns to the i)r()nii.seuoii.s waving of revol-
vers. He (leeliiied to give Ills name or that of Uie sohh'er,
and I gave up and let him ride on after expressing
some unflattering opinions of him and lils kind to
the delight of I he crowd that had gaihered. They did
not dare say anythhig direct, hut as I got hack into
the car they set up a loud 'Tire VAmrrlqucr The
f)fncer looked peevish and rode away very stiff and
haughty. Of course, since h(^ refused to give his naiiie,
there was tio getting at liim, and I was free to be as
indignant as I liked.

The (Icrmans arc lightening up on llie question of
travel in the occupied territory, and we are now
engaged in a disagreeahle row with tlicm over {)asses
for the Legation cars. They want to limit us in all
sorts of ways that make no difference to them, hut
cut down our comfort. They will prohahlv end by
givmg us what they want; but when it is all done wo
shall have no feeling of obligation, having been forced
to fig] it for it.

7i/-,7.wr/.s'. y<vrmhcr IJ,, ]01>,.~On tlie morning of the
10th, I came down to the Legation and found things
in an uproar. A telegraiu had been received saving
that two trainloads of f.x.d, the first shipment for the
Province of Liege, would cross the frontier in the
course of llic afternoon, under convoy of Cai)tain
Sunderland, our Military Attache at The Hague. The
ATinister and T are the only people aulhori/ed to n-ccive
shipments: nu.l. as uo power of allorney had been sent
lo llto (\,nsul Ml Liegv, things were in a nice mess;
and, at the retiuesl of (he C.erman authorities and the



A lOrilNAL FROM OUR LEGATION' IX BELGIUM 30o

Coiiiniillce, it was decided thui I should go down,
receive the .stiill' and make arrangements for its pro-

tection and for tlie reeei)tion of future shipments.

The German authorities were so excited alxnit my
being there to head off any trouble that they hustled

me oft' on an hour's notice without any lunch. I con-

lri\-ed to get Jack's name put on the hu.s.icr-pa.'iscr,

so that he could go along and see a little something

of the country. Jose])h, the Legation butler, was wild

to go along as far as his native village to see his aged

ma, whom he had not seen since the beginning of the

war, and he rode on the front seat with Max who was
luuch delighted to get under way again.

Jack was thrilled with the trip, and nearly fell out

of the car going through Louvaui and the ether ruined

villages along the way. z\s we were in such a rush, I

could not stop to show him very nnich; but in most of

these places no guide is needed. Louvain has been

cltMi'cd up to a remarkable extent, and the streets

between the ruined houses are neat and clean. On
my olh(M- trips I had had to go around by way of

Nannir. but this time we went din'ct; and I got my
first glimj)sc of Tirlemont and St. Trond, etc.

When we reached Liege we went straight to the

Consulate without pausing to set ourselves up at a

hotel, but found that nothing was known of Captain
Sunderland or his food trains. Thence to the German
heaih]uarters where we incpn'red at all the offices in

turn and found that the gentleman had not been heard

from. By the time wc got through our huiuiries it

was dark; and, as we had no laifi.s'cr-pc -icr to be out
after dark, we had to scuttle back tt) the hol(>l and stav.
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In Hit' iii(>niin,<r tlu^ roiisul ;ni(l I started of}' a^aiu to
svv wliat liad Imm-ohh- of our iiiaii. Wv went througli
all the offices again, and as we were ahout to give up,
I found Renner, wlio used to !.(> .Military Attache of
liie (uM-man Legation jiere, and is now Cliief of Staff
to tlie Military Governor. He cleared uj) tlie mystery.
Sunderland Iiad arrived about the same time I did. hut
had heen taken in hand hy some stafT ofTicers, dined
at tJieir mess, and kepi l)usy until lime for him to ho
off for -Araestriclit. lie was, hov/ever, expected hack
in time to luncli at tjie officers' mess. He was also
expected to tline w ith them in Ijie evening. I left word
that I wanted to see him and made off to get in touch
with the members of the local eonnniltee and make
arrangements as to wlial was to f)e done w ith the food.
We sat and waited until nearly dark, when I decided
to go out for a little spin. I gathered Jack and the
Consular family into the car and went for a short
sj)in.

After losing our way a couple of times we brought up
at the Fort of Chauflefoniaine, which was demolished
by the Cicrmans. Iv is on iop of a veritable mountain
and it took us some time to uork our way up on the
winding road. When we got there the soldiers on
guard made no trouble and told us that we could mouse
around for fifteen minutes. We walked out to the
earthworks, whieli had been made by the Belgians and
strengthened by the Cermans, and then took a look
at the fort itself, which was destroyed, and has since
been reconstructed by tli<> (iermans. They must have
had the turrets and cupolas already built and ready
to ship to Liege, for the forts are stronger than tlu-y
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ever were before and will probably ofFcr a solid resis-

tance when the tide swings back, unless, of eourse. ilic

allies have by Dial lime some of the big guns thai will

drop shells vertically and deslroy these works the way
the German 4'2"s destroyed their predecessors. It was
very interesting to see and hard to realise that up to

three months ago this sort of thing was considered

practically inij)regnable.

AMien we got back we fuuiul that our man had come
and had left word that he could be fouiul at the Cafe
du riiare at six o'clock. "We made slrai-lil for that

place, and fouiul him. T made an appoint meuL with

him for the first thing next morning, and went my way.
I was bid to dine with the German Military Governor

and his staff, but told Remier that since we were
accredited here to the Belgian Government, accej)ting

German hospitality would certainly be considered as an
affront. He saw the point, and did not take olfence,

but asked me to come over after dinner for a talk and
bring Jack along, the which I promised to do. While
we were dining, a soldier with a rifle on his shoulder
strode into the dining-room and handed me a pai)er;

great excitement, as everybody thought we had been
arrested. The paper was a pass for us to circtdate on
the streets after dark, so that we could go over to the

headquarters. It was written on the back of a menu
in pencil. xVlthough dinner was over the entire mess
was still gathered about the table discussing beer and
Weltpolitik. At the head of the table was Fxe(>llenz

Lieutenai.t-Gen(>ral von Somethingorother, vvho was
commanding a German army on the eastern front
when tliov fTiii \ritliiii fil'li.i.n iii!)<.c .,1" \\'.. ..--..,,. A f^^-



!"

308 A JOURNAL FROM OUR LEC.ATION IX BELGIUM

!)eing driven hack lie had an official "norvoiis break-

down," and was sent liere as Covernor of tlic Province

of Liegt

—

(juile a descent, and enough lo cause a ner-

vous breakdown. There was another old chaj) who
had fought in the /ranco-Prussiau war and had not yet

(|uite caugiil u]) with this one. T foregathered with
Keinier and got my shop talk done in a very short

time. Then everybody set lo to ex])lain to us about
the war and what they fought each other for. It was
very interesting to gel the j)oint of view, trnd we stayed

on until nearly midnight, trami)ing home through a
tremendous downpour, whicli soaked us.

The next morning at eleven I met Sunderland. Wc
saw the Governor and the ]\[ayor and Echevins,

and talked things out at length. I had to collect a
part of the cost of the food before I could turn it over,

and they explained that the chairman of the local com-
mit lee had gone lo Brussels to negoliale a loan; he

would l)e back in four or five days and if T would just

wait, they would .settle everything beautifully. That
did not ])lease me, so I suggested in my usual simple

and direct way that the Governor rob the safe and j)ay

me with provincial funds, trusting to be paid later by
the committee. It took some little argument to con-

vinw him, but he had good nerve, and by half-past

twelve he brought forth -27.),0()() francs in bank-notes

and handed them over to nie for a receipt. Sticking

this into my pocket, I made ready to get undi'r way,
but there was nothing for it but that I must lunch with

them all. I'inally I accepted, on the understanding

that it would be short and that I could get away
immediately afterward. That was not definite enough,
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however, for wo sal al table ujilil four o'clock and Uieii

listened to some sjjeeclies.

Wlirii we <^()[ down the home stretch, the Governor
arose and made a veiy neat little speech, thank-
inii' US for what we had done to get food to the people
of Liege, and expressing gratitude lo the American
Covernment and peoi)le, etc. I rcs{)ond<'d in remarks
of almost record shortness, and as st)on as possible

afterward, we got away through the rain to Brussels.

After getting through that elal)orate luncheon, get-

ting our things ready at the hotel, paying our bill,

saying gootl-])ye all around once more, etc., it was
nearly five o'clock when ^\o got off and nearly eight

when we reached Brussels and put our treasure iii the

safe.

The Germans have begun arresting British civilians

and we have had our hands full dealing with poor pvo-
ple who don't want to be arrested imd kept in prison

until the cud of the war and can't quite understand
why thnj have to put up with it. It is pretty tough,

but just another of the hardships of the war, and while

we are doing our best to have the treatment of these

people nuide as lenient as possible, we can't save them.

Brmsclfi, November 16, lOl^.—^omc more excite-

ment yesterday moraing, when various British sub-
jects were arrested.

Two German civilians tried to force their way into

the British Consulate and arrest Mr. Jcffes, the British

Consul, and his son, although the American flag was
flying over the door and there was a sign posted to the

ellect that the nlace was under onr nrot<>ftinn nn<l nil
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business sliould l,e transacted with us. Fortunately

Nasmith was there, and after trying to explain the

matter politely, he made for the two men, threw them
into the street, and bolted the door. The gum-shoe
men were so surprised that they went away and have
not been baek. Last night I was called around to the

Consulate and found two p\ore men shadowing the

jjlace. There seemed to be no danger of arrest, but
Nasmith sj)en'. the night there, and this morning I

went around md took the JefTes to our Consulate, so

llial if any ailemj)t was made to take them, we should

have an oi)portunity to i)r')te-' The higher authori-

ties had i)romised not to seize them, but apparently

you can iiexcr tell.

Yesterday was the King's int's Day, and word
Was passe<l arouiul that there would be a special mass
al Sle. (iudule. Just before it was to begin, the mili-

tary autliorili(vs sent around ami forbade llie service.

The (Irand Marslial of the Court oi)ened the King's

book al his house, so that we could all go around and
sign, as in ordinary times, for W(^ are accredited io the

King of the Belgians, but early in the morning an
<>ilicer arriv«vl and eonfisf;ilcd the book. The Cov-
enunent of ()eeuj)alion se<'ms to be mighty l)usy doing

j)in-liead things for p(M)pIe who have a war on their

hands.

Counless de Huisserel's little boy was playing on the

si reel yoterday when I he (Jerman troops pas.sed by.

JJeing a frighlful and dangerous erimiiutl, he imitated

thtir goose--lej) and was arreslid. M. de Txval went
around to Ik ad(iiiarlers Io see what could be done,

.supposing, of course, thai when il was -rvu what a child
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he was, his release would be ordered. Instead, he was
told seriously that the youngster must be punished and
would be left ui jail for some days.

Brusseb, Norcmhcr IS, lOl^.—Thls is anollier day
of disgust. This morning one of the servants of Die

Golf Club came in to say that there were fifty ('.crmjiu

soldiers looting the place. In the afternoon Jack and
I went out for a look at tlie place and to get my eluljs.

We found a lot of soldiers ujider command of a cor-

poral. They had cleaned the place out of food, wine,

linen, silver, and goodness knows what else. Florimonl,

the steward, had been arrested because he would not
tel! tiiem which of the Knglisli m(-mbers of the club had
gone away and where the others wer(> slaying. Having
spent his time at the club, the fact was that ]iv did not

know who was still in town and could not tell, but the

Germans could not be cunvinceil of this and ha\ t> made
liim prisoner.

I stopped at head(|Uarlers this aflernoon lo sec von
der Laneken. As I came out a fine Rolls-Royce

limousine drew up on the opposite .side of the street —a
mihlary car. The chautfeur. in backing out, caught
luid tore the sleeve of his coat. In a rage, he slaimned
the door and jjlantcd a tremendous kick in the middle
of th;- piuiel with his lu-avy boot. I >lood agajx' and
watched. He looked nj), caught me looking at him,
and turned his anger fr (lie motor to me. lb- j)iil

his hands on his hips, shot out hi> jaw and glared ,i!

nie. Then lu' be-;;in walking towartl me across Hi,-

street in heavy-\illain sl<j)s, glaring all tlu- time. Uv
slopped just in frouL of me, his fact; Iwilehiug with rage,
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evidently ready to do soinelhinc eataelvsniio. Then
tlie heayens ojjened, and a tremendous roar came
from across the street. Tlie officer to whom tlio

car belonged had seen the display of temper from his

\vindo\v, and had run out to express his views. Tlie

soklier did a Cicnee foe-sj)in and stood at attention,

while his superior cursed him in the most stupt^ndous

way. I was glad to he saved and to have such a display

of fireworks into the bargain.

Norc})ibir I'.Hh.—One day is like another in its

cussedness.

The Clermans have been hounding llie Britisli Lega-

tion and Consulate, and we have had lo get excited

aboi't it. Then they announced to the Dutch Charge

that our courier could no longer go—that everything

would have to be si-nt by Cierma'i field p(tsl. You
would think that after the amount of hard w(»rk wo
ha\'e done for the protection of (iermati interests and

the scrupulous way in whieii we have used any j)riyileg(^s

we have been accorded, Ihey would exert lhem>elye.s

to make our ta^k as CTsy as possible ami show us some
confulcn-'e. On the contrary, they treat us as we would

be ashamed to treat our enemies.

This morning it was snowing IxMutifully when I

\\(>k(" up, a light dry snow that lay on \\w gntund.

It has been coming <lown gently all day and the town

is a lovely sight, but 1 caii'l ,ii<'t <>ut of my miml the

thought of those poor beggars out in the trenches.

It sci in> wi« k' d !*• be (omfortablc before a good fire

uilh thosi- millions of men suffering us tiiey arc out

at the front.
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And now Ciraiit-Wiitson* has \>vvu put in })ri.son.

lie slaved on liere after the Minister left, to attend

to vai-ious matters, and was here when tlie Germans
arrivecL Recently we have heeti trying' to arrange

for passports, so that he and Filix Jetl'es, tlie Viet>-

Consnl, might return to Enghmd. The authorities

w(M-e- seemingly unahk> to make up tlieir minds as to

what sliould he done, but assured the Minister that

both men woukl be allowed to n^lurn to England or

to remain (juieily in Brussels. On Friday, however,
the (Germans changed their minds and did not let a
little thing like their word of honour stand in the

way.

The Minister was asked to bring Grant-Watson to

lieadcjuarters to talk things over nothing more. Wiieii

they got there, it was smilingly announced tli ! Grant-
AValson was to leave for IJerlin on the seven o'clock

train, which j)ul us in the i)o.sition of having lured him
to i)ris()n. The Minister {(rotested vigorously, aiul

finally (i rant -"Wat son was put on parole and allowed
to return tt) the Legation, to remain there until eleven
o'clock yesterday morning. 1 went (»\-er the first thing

in the morning to help him get ready for his slay in jail.

.\t eleven Conrad arrived in a motor with Monsieur
i]c bc\al. ^Ve went out and got in, and drove in state

to the Ecolc Milit.iirr, ;ind. ail hough I was boiling

with rage at the entire performanct', I could not help
si'cing some fun in it.

(iraiit-W ill son's huller was ordered to l)e re;i(ly to go
at the ^.iiiic liiiic. Al the l.isl iiiihiilf the Itiiller cailU'

tlowii and s;iid j)erfeclly seriously that lu> would

*ticcuoil 8i>cr<'tar> uf ilic Itritiili I^'giiijuu in Itruancla
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not 1)0 al)lr lo go until afternoon, as he had broken
the key to his ])orlnianteau and would have to have
anolluT Hiide. T]i(> (iennans did not see anything
funny in that, and left him hehind.

^^hen we got to the Keole ^lilitaire, we were refused
admit laiiee, and had to wrangle with the sentries at
the (l(K>r. After arguing with several ofKeers and
I)lea(ling that we hail a man with us who wanted to

be piit in prison, we were reluctantly admitted to the
outer gale of the building, where British subjects are
kept. When the keeper of the dinigeon came out, I

explained to him that the buller had been detained,

but would be along in the course of the after-

noon, whereupon the solenni jailer earnestly rejilied,

"Please tell him that he nnist be here not later

than three o'clock, or he can't get in!" And
nobody cracked a smile until 1 let my feehngs get
the bet li-r of me.

I was j)repare(l f(»r an airccling j)arting with Grant-
^Vatson in coiisigm'ug him to the dcj)lhs of a German
jail, but he took it as calmly as though he were going
into a country houM> for a wcck-eml party. I sujjpose

there is some chamte that I hey may exchang<> him for

a few wounded (iernian ofliicrs and thus get him back
to Kngland.

Since our .snow-storm the oIIkt day, the weather
has Inincd terribly cold and we have sutTercd even
with all I he comforts that ue haxc And the cheerful

weather i)roj)li(is are l(<lling u- that without doubt
this v.ill be one of \]\r , oltlr-^l wiuti r.s e\cr known. A
pleasant jjtosjxcI for the boy> at the front I Mrs.
Uhitlock and cNcrybody cIm- is busy gflting warm







A JOl'RXAL FROM Ol'R LEGATION I\ BELGlT^r :ll.3

clothing for the poor aiul for the refii^'ees from ull

j);irt.s of Belgium wlio were unahle to save anything

from their ruhied homes. It is l)ad enough now, hut

what is coming.

Guslave has just c-^.^ae in with tlie cheering news
that Ashley, our crack stenographer, lias heen arretted

by tlie Cicrmans. They are making themselves alto-

gether charming and agreeal)le to us.

Max is sj)rea(l out before the fire, snoring like a

sawmill—the only Knglishman in Brussels who is

easy in his mind and need not worry.

Tii<'s(l:ii/. Xoroiilxr J.'ffh.—Another day of rush with-

out getting very far.

Th(^ (iernian.^ decided this morning that they

would arrest F(-li\ Je(f<'s, the British \'ice-r()nsul. >o

I had the pleasant task of telling him that he was
wanted. I am to go for him to-!norrow morning

and tak(> him lo the Eeole Mililaire with his com-
patriots. This jol) of policeman doivs not appeal to

me, even if it is solely to save our friends the humil-

iation of being taken through tlic streets liy the

(lermans.

Xdrciitbir ?'>l/i.—Had a plcnmnt day.

Had arrangements made with .Jelfes to go with him
to the T^eole Militaire .it 11 o'doek and tiuii him
over to his j.iih-r. The Minister went up with von der

I.aiieken to mc IIk- l\nuli>iimen juid l)e there when
.Iell<'^ arri\('d, so as to sJkiw a friendly interest in his

I-'ciiig well treated.

1 uiMil ni'fiiiiiil III tlii> f '< >n..ii!'ili' /111 iliiio .111.1 r..iiit/^]
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ilial, tiirough a misunderstanding, JefTt-s had made no
pn'l)aralions for going, having been assured tliat

auulher attempt v.ould he made to get In'm off. I

l)()inted out that the ^Minister liad given his word of

honour that Jetfes should he tliere, and '.liat he wouhi l)e

left in a very impleasant and annoying j)ositi<jn if we
did not turn up as promised. Jeffes was perfeelly

ready, altliough not willing to go. I went to the Eeole
IMilitaire and explained to von der Laneken that

Jeffes' failure to ajipear was due to a mistake, and
asked that he be given time to straighten out his

ai-counts and come later in the day or to-morrow
morning. The answer was that he must come some
time during the day. The Consul-C.eneral went straight

to von Luttwitz with Jeffes, made a great plea on the
score of his liealth or lack of it, and got his time ex-

tended unlil he could he given a medical examination
by the military authorities. Late in the afternoon
he was looked over and told to go home and be
<|uiet, that he would jjrobably iu)t be wanted, but that
if anything came ui), they would comnnmicate with
him fiu'tlier.

Ih-iis.srl.'.\ Xoirmhcr J7, 191 }.-More busy days. Each
day wc swear that we will stop work early imd go out
lo play. Each day we sit at our desks, and darkness
comes down upon us, and wc do not get away unlil

n(>arly eight o'clock. "Thanksgiving Day" was no ex-

ception, and to-day wc an- going through the same old

performance. Ycslrrday, by strenuous work, I got
down l(» swept buidxcrs and had a good prospect of an
easy day. Tn.slc.nl of that tlieiv has been a deluge of
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Consuls, mail, telegrams, and excited callers, and we
are snowed under a heap of work it will take sin'eral

days to get out of the way.

We came l)ack to them with a bump, however, when
Nasmith came to my flat at midnight to say that

JeflFcs had been arrested. i\nd it was done in the usual

charming manner. In the course of the afternoon, the

Coiisul-General got a note asking him to go to head-

quarters "to talk over the case of 'Sir. Jefl'es." It

asked also that JefTes accompany the Consul-Geiieral

"to the conference." ^Yhen they arrived it was an-

nounced that Jeffcs was imder arrest and to be sent

immediately to the Ecole Militaire, The Consul-Gen-

eral, like the Minister, on the occasion of his visit, was

placed in the position of having lured his triend into

jail. He protested vigorously, but was not even

allowed to accompany Jeffes to the Ecole Militaire. It

was only after some heated argument that Jeffes was

allowed five minutes at home, under guard, to get a

few belongings together to take with him. The Cou-

sul-General is furious, and so am I when I rcmtuiber

how deccnll}' the German Vice-Consul here was treated

when the war broke out.

Early in the week Jack is to be sent down to Mons,

to bring out some English nurses who have been there

nursing the British wounded. Two of them. Miss

Hozier and Miss Angela Manners, were in yesterday.

They have been working hard during the past three

months and are now ready to g(> back to Engkmd if we
can arrange for passports.

Under the date of November 2()th. GeiuM-al von

Kr.4.ewpl iinnouuces that, lie lias succeeded Hnron von
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Liitlwitz, who has hecn transferred to the army at the
front.

Hoover arrived from London tin's afternoon aeeoni-
panied \>y SJialer and by Dr. Rose, Henry James, Jr.,
and :\rr. IJieknell of the Hoekefeller Foumlalion/wlio
have come to look into conditions. There is plenty for
them to see, and we shall do our hest to lielp them
sec it.

As we learned from a confidential source, several
days ago, there has heen a bi- shake-up in the Govern-
ment here. Both von der Gollz and von Liitlwitz
have gone and have been re})laced -the first bv Freiherr
von Bissing, and the latter l)y Cieni-ral von" Kraewel.
There are several explanations for the changes, but we
don't yet know what they metui.

_

Brussrh, Dcccmhcr 2, i.9/{.--We have had a liectic
tune. Hoo^•eI• arrived on Sunday evening, accom-
pani<>d by Shaler and by three representatives of (ho
Rockefeller Foundation. We lia\e had a steady rush
of meetings, conferences, etc., and Hoo^•er ;ind Shaler
pulled out early this morning. There is not nuieh
relief in sight, however, for tomorrow nio-ning at the
crack of dawn, I expect to start olT on a lou^of B«>:-
gium, to show the Itockefeller people what conditions
really are. We shall be gone for several days and shall
co\'er prclt.^• well the whole country.

Yesterday morning I got Jack otT to Mons to bring
back the British nurses. Everything in [he way of
passi)orts and arrangem.'ut.s with the military authori-
ties had been made, and he went away in high s])irits
for a httle jaunt by himself. TJiis monmig at hulf-uast
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throe o'cliK'k lie rang llie doorbell and came bristling

in, the nuuldcst man T have seen in a long lime. lie

had .sufl'ered everyihing lliat conld be llionglit of in

the way of insult and indignity, and to make it worse,

had been obliged to stand by and watcli some brutes

insult the girls he was sent down to protect. When he

arrived at Mons he got the nu.ses together and took

thcMU to the head(iuarter:;, where lie exj)lained that he

had been sent down by the Minister with the consent

of the (ierman authorities, to bring the nurses to Brus-

sels. This was stated in writing on the passport given

him by the Cierman authorities here. Instead of the

polite reception he had expected, the German officer,

acting for the Commandant, turned on him and told

Lim that the nurses were to be arrested, and could not

go to Brussels. Then, by way of afterthought, he

decided to arrest Jack and had him placed under guard

on a long bench in the luNidquarfers, where he was kept

for three hours. Luckily, an oUl gentleman of the

town who knew the nurses, came in >n some errand,

and before they could be shut up, they contrived to tell

him what the situation was and ask him to get word

to the Legation. Right away after this the three

women were taken out and put in the fourth-class cells

of the military prison, that is, in the same rooms with

common criminals. Jack was left in the guard room.

The old gentleman, who had come in, rushed off to the

Burgomaster and got him stirred up about the case,

although he was loath to do anything, as he /.-/((^r that

a representative of the American Legation could not

be arrested. Finally he did come around to head-
1„, il. »!., \.l:..^...,^ IT
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got Jack released and fitted out wllli a laisscr-passcr to
return l„ Bnissols. He was insulted in good shape,
and told that if he came back again, sent hy the Mhi-
ister or i,y anyhody else, he would be chucked into
jail and stay there. Before the nurses were taken
d(n\n to their prison, the Adjutant shook his fist in Miss
Ilo/iir's face, and told her that they were going to give
her a good lesson, so that the English should have
a taste of the sort of treatment tJiey were meting
out to Gern^an nurses and doctors that' fell into their
hands.

The ^fayor and Aldermen took Jack in charge when
he was released, aiul kei)t him in (,ne of their homes
untd tune for tli(^ train to leave for Brussels at mid-
night. Tluy w(M-e convinced that he would be arrested
again at the station, but he did get off iu a car filled
with sick soldiers and arrived here without mishap at
three o'clocrk or a little after.

I went over to see von der Lancken the first thln<' in
the morning, and told him the whole storv, in o?der
that lie might b.' thinking over what lie was going to
do about it before the IVIinister went over to see him
at el(-ven. The Minister said his say in plain lan-
guagv, and got a i)romise that stejjs would be taken at
onee to gel tiie girls out of prison and have them brought
to Bruss(>ls. Later in th(> day von der Lancken came
through with the information that the action of the
authorities at ^Fons was "due to a mhundrrstomUiuj,"
and that every t I.ing was lovely now. We suppose that
tiie girls will he here to-morrow; if not, uiquiries will
be made and the ^Lnlster will probably go down
himself.
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Yesterday morning we sjjent visiting soup kilcheii.s,

milk stiilions, and Uie distnl)ating cenlres for sujjplying

old clothes lo the poor. The whole thing is under one

organisation and most won(k'rfully handled. Il is prob-

ably the biggest thing of tlie sort that has ever been

undertaken and is being doiie magnifieently.

It is a curious thing to watch the Commission grow.

It started as nothing but a group of American mining

engineers, with llie sympathetic aid of some of our dip-

lomatic representatives anil the good-will of the neutral

world. It is rajjidly growing into a powerful inter-

national entity, negotiating agreements with the Oeat

Powers of Europe, enjoying rights that no Government

enjoys, and as the warring governments come lo under-

stand its sincerity and honesty, gaining influence and

authority day by day.

There is no explanation of the departure of von der

Goltz. His successor has come out with a prcclama-

tion in three lines, as follows:

Ilis Majesty, tlio Emperor luid Kiiij,', liaviti^;- (h ijiiiec'. to ap-

jiiiint me Govcrnor-Ceneral in Rel^'iiini. I liave to-day assumed

tlic direction of afl'airs.

]{.Mi()N VON BiSSI.N'G.

Brussels. Dcceiiil)cr ;3, 1914.

Brussels; Suudaj/, December 6, 191 '/.SKc got away

at eight o'clock on Thursday morning, in three cars

from the Palace Ilotcd. We were four cars when we

started, but fifty feet from the door the leading car

broke down and could not be started, so we re-

arranged ourselves and left the wreck behind. The

party „„,,,.,„„„„ J ,,f 4],, I?.^,.l -.foU /^»* VrvT\Ti^_
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seuliriivfs, Dr. Rose, Mr. Bickiiell, and Ilciiry James,
Jr., ."\Ionsicur Francqui, Josse Allanl, Jack and I.

it was rainy and fold, hut we made good time to
Louvain and slopped at the Hotel de Ville. Professor
Xeerinc.xs, of the University, took np llie duties of
Burgomaster when the Germans shij)ped the real one
away. He sjK-aks ])erfeet En-lish, and led the crowd
around the town with the rush and i-neryy of a Cook's
tourist agent. He took us first through the Cathedral,
aiul sho\v(>(l us in detail thin-s that we could not hav.>
seen if we had gone at it ah^ne. Then around to llic

library and some of I he .nlu-r sights of ])arlieidar
inter(>sl, ami finally for a spin through the city, to .see

the damage to the re^icKnce district. 'Hi' ua's a most
interesting heghuiing. and made a good deal of an
nnpression on our peoj)le. They a^ked (lueslions ahout
the work heing done by the people l„\vard cleaning
up the ruins of the town and trying to arrange make*
.shift shelters to live in during tli(> winti-r. Tht- Alaxor
is a man of real force of character, and has acc(.ni])Ii>iicd

marvels under the greatest dillicultie..

From Louvain wc < nl away l.> the northeast to
Aerschol, win re \\t> t(H.k a (|iiick look al the wcjlcr
of nun and >lru.k out to Ihe west through l)ie>i .md
Ilaelen. which 1 .saw on my fir-l trip with I'red.rick
Palmer l)efor(> there was anything done to ihem.
We got lo Licgc al I one o'cl-M-k .ind had lunch

in a nvstaurant downtown, where we wer(> joined hv
Jackson, our delegate sent down there to siip,-rvi.sc

the distribution of food f,,r the ( '(.innn^Mon. He lold
u> a lot about the diflieullie^ and incide.ils <.f hi.
Work, ;,nd smih.' delails of which we had lo Ihiid^. lie
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ii? ilu- first delegate we have sent to outlying cities,

and is iij) on his ioes with interest. A lot more have

already soiled from New York, and will soon he here.

They are to be spread all over the country in the

j)rineij)al centres, some io stay in the hij^' cities and

waleh local conditions, and others to travel about their

districts and keep track of the needs of the dilferent

villages. It is all working out a lot better than we had

lioped for, and wc have good reason to be pleased.

Our chief a.mioyancc is that every time things get

into a comfortable stale, some idiot starts the story

either in England or America that the Germans have

begun to seize foodslutl's consigned to us. Then we have

to i>sue statements and get oif telegrams, and get

ren.nved assurances from the (icrnian authorities and

make ourselves a general nuisance to everybody con-

cerned. If we can choke of! sucii idiots, our work will be

a lot easier.

The Burgomaster came into the n^stanrant to find

lis. and oll'ered to go on with us to Vi>e, to show us

the town, and we were gkul to ha\'e him, as he knows

the |)Iaee like the palm of his hand.

I had bi't'ii llnough \ i>e twice, and had niar\elle(l

at the com]jK'tcne>s uf the destruction, but had really

liad no idea of what it was. It was a town of ai)oul

forty-fi\c hundred souls, built on the side of a jjretly

hill overlooking I lie Meuso. There are »tdy two or

three li(>us(> left. \\\\ saw one old man. two childn ii

ami a eat ii' the j)iaet\ \\ here the others are, nolmdy

knows. The old man was well over sixty, and had t'lat

afternoon beta put olV a train from (lennany, wh(M(»

he had l)een as a prisoner of war since the nii<ldle of
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August. II(> u;i<i Ki;iK(iS(;i:i.AX(;E\i;i; AIuxster
stencilled on his <•,,;,(. fnml ;iii,l hack, so that there
could he no .loul.l a. lo u ho he was. He was standin-
in tlic street with llie lears rolling down his cheeks
i'lid did col know where I., go; he had sj)eut the day
wandering ahonl Ih.- neighh(Hn-ing \iIla-<- trying to
find news of his wife-, and had jnsi learned thai sheliad
<Iied a nionth or ni.av ago. Il was getting dark, an.!
t< M-e this i)oor old cha]) standing in ihe midst . f this
\vell,-r of ruin wilhoul a chick or child or phice lo lay
''"^ '"•"'•

• • Il canghl our conijjanions han' anil
tiiey loaded Ihe old man up with hank-notes, which
was ah..,it all thai anyho.Iy co.dd .lo for him and
then we went our way. ^Ve wandered ihrough street
after street of ruined houses, sonielim.'s whole hlocks
togellier where there \\<'re not enough walls left lo
make e\('n temporary shelters.

Near the station w.' were slnmii a sliallow grave
dug jusi in front of a Ih.um'. ^Vc w.av loM wholilled
(he grave—an old chai> of over sixty. JIc had !)een
"i.id.- to ,lig hi. own grave, ami then was tied to a
.voung tre<- and >I,..t. The hullets cut th.' tree in two
jusI a little ah,,v.- the Juiohl of his waisi, an.l Ihe
low wall h.'himl was full of hullel holes.

As nearly as \\,. rim learn. Ihe (icrmairs ap]>ear lo
have com.- Ihr.ingh the town ,,|| ihrir way toward
Liege- Nothing was supposed t.. hav.> happen<-d then,
l>nt on Ih.- h'.lh. ICIh an.l KH,. in„,ps came hack fr..m
Liege and .systematically r.'.ln.vd Ihe place to ruins
.•iiid disperse*! the population. J| was cl.-ar that <!.(«

fires w.Mv all .set, and there were m> .'videiuv of slreel
figliling. It is .said that sou,,, hv., hundred civilians



1 U PUPiiluu
La population d'Andenne, apr^s avoir t6moign6 dea

intentions pacifiaues A regard de nos troupes, los a atta-
qu^es de la fagonla plustraltresse. Avec mon autorisation,
le g6n6ral qui commandait ces troupes a mis la ville en
cendres et a fait fusilier 110 personnes.

Je porte ce fait A la connaissance de la Ville de Li^ge
pour que ses habitants sachent A quel sort ila peuvent
s'attendre s'ils prennent une attitude scmblable.

Liegs. le 33 i4oul 1914

O^nAral von BDLOW.

Von Billow's groetin^ to tlie people of Liege

Translation:

OkDKH TO TIIK I'OriLATIOX OF LIEGE
Tilt" popnlaiidii of .Vii(l«'iinr. afliT iiiiuiifi'sliiig peaceful intentions to-.vard onr troops,

uttaeke<l tlicin in llic most tri'arlieruus nianner. Witli niy aulliori/alion tho jieneral

wlio coniinanileil these troops lias re'liiceil I lie Sow n to ashes ,in<l lias sluit 110 persons.

I lirini; this fact to the UnoAleilj;!' of the ('il> of Lie^ie so that its mH)ple may niiiicr-

slauj the fate whitli awaits tlioin if tliey assume a like attitude.

Dieses Haus ist

zu Schiitzen
Ks isl slreii}< voilMiloii, oliiie

(jenehriii|;iin^ dcr koiiiiiiaii-

ilnnlur, liiiiiM'i- /ii Ix'invlcn

()(Ut ill Brand zuM'Izrii.

TIow llic siinpli' iilcisiircs iif (lie (Jcriiiaii sdlilicr were rc^trii ted

Truiululion.

iiiis iiorsK IS TO lii: i'i!(>i"i.( Ti:o

It is strictly forliidden to enter lionscs or set them on lire without the |«Tmissiuii of the

Kumiuandaiitur
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wore shot, and seven hundred men bundled .'iboard

trains and sent back to Germany as prisoners of war

—

harmless people like the old chap we saw.

The Burgomaster set out on foot to walK back three

kilometers and catch a tram to Liege, and we went
southeast to Dalhem, where we spent the night at

the Chateau de Dalhem, on a hill overlooking the

picturesque liltle village snuggled in the bottom of

the valley. It was off the main line of march, and

had not suffered. The chateau Ix-longs to General

Thyss, who was a great friend of the late King Leoj)ol(l.

He was not there, but the place was being protecled

by a splendid old dragon in the shape of a (u'rni;i;i

govv-rness who luid been with the f;unily for oxer

thirtv vears, aiul n jused to leave when the war broke

out. She had been oI)lig<'d to lodge a crowd of (Jcrman

ofhccrs and some of their men, l»ut lu-ld them douu
with an iron hand, kept them from doing any dam-
age and made them pay for ewry egg and every

bottle of wine I hey had. We arrived after dark

and threw the j)lace into a panic of fear, but Mon-
sieur rraiu'(|ui soon reassun^l e\-eryb(Miy, and the

phuH^ \ IS ligjite<l up aiul placed at our disposal in

short order.

Although it was pitch-dark when we arrived, il

was only half-j)a^t four and we >et out on foot to

stretch a little. The UK^on came out and lighted onr

way through the country roads. \\c tramped for

s> coujile of hours through all sorts of litll(> tow.is and

villages and growj)-^ of Iioum-.-,, some of them wij)cd oiil

and some hardly touched.

General Thyss's cellars arc famous, and with our
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(linuer of soup and bacon and eggs, we liad some of the
finest Burgundy I liave ever tasted Eariy to bed
so that we could be up and off at dayb-'-ak.

rri(hiy nioriung we were away early, and made for
Ilerve, where I had iiever Ixvn before. It is a ruin
\vith a few natives and a lot i)f Landslurm left. We
talked to some peasants and to an old j)riest who gave
us something to think alx^ut in their stories of happen-
ings there during ai:d after the oecui)afion of their
liomes. From tlx-re to Liege, by way of a lot of little

villages whose names 1 don't remember, but whose
condition was pretty b.id. past the fort of Fleron and
the def(>nsive \vork> that are being put up there.

Wasted some lime tryitig to gel gasoline for the
other motors, and then the long stretch to Xannir.
down the valley of the ,Meus(>, and stopped long
enough for a look at Andennes, my > -eond visit to the
J)laee.

In Andenne and SimIIcs f-.i htij,. village aero» the
Meuse) the (;.ermans did ;i thorough job. They killed
about three hundred people and burned , l.out the
same nunilxM- of houM\s. Most of the hous.--; had been
hx.le.l systemalieally. Aecor.ling lo the stories of
those irdiabitaiiis who remain, there was a rei^n of
terror for about a wr.^k. during which th<> (lermaiis
rendered theniselv.-s yuilly of every soi'l of ainx'ity
ami barbarity. Tlxy an- all most positive that \hrro
was no firing upon the (ierman tr(X)i)s by the civil

I)oi)ulalion. II Mvins to !"- generally ix'lieved th;it the
massacre was diR- to resistance of retiring '[]v]"l n
tr(X)ps and the destruction of bridges and tumiels to
cover their retreat. Whatexcr the provocation, the
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!)eluiviour of llie GeriiKuis was thai of savages. We
were shown photograplis sliowing the eorjjses of some
of those killed. It was to be inferred Unit tliey had
been wantonly nuiiilated.

liad liineh at an hotel across the street from the

station. After a hasty lunch we made off to Dinant,
still following the Meusc. The tlun line of houses
down the course of the river were thinner than they
were a few months ago, and there were signs of suffering

and distress everywhere. I had never been to Dinant
before, Ijut had seen pictures of it and thought I had
an idea of what we were going to see. But the pictures

did not give a hint of the horror of the place. The
little town, which must have been a gem, nestled at

the foot of a huge gray clilf, crowned with the obsolete

fort, which was not u>ed or attacked. The town is

gone. Part of the churcji is sla!i(ling, and the walls

of a number of buildings, but for tlie most part, there

is nothing but a mess of scatiered bricks to show where
the houses had stood. And wliy it was done, we were
not able to Icarn, for everyl)ody tliere says that there

was no tighting in the town its<-lf. We lu^ard stories,

too, and such stories that liny can hardly be put on
paper. Our liuve guests were more aiul more impressed

as we went on. The bridge was jylowu up and had fallen

into the river, and as we had little lime to make the

rest of our day's journey, we did not wail to cross by
the emergency briilge fartlu'r up Ihe river. Wiiile we
were standing talking to a sclioolmaslcr and his father

by the destroyctl bridge, se\f,i big iuiskiivs with rifles

anil fixed bayonets came lhn»ugii, li'ading an old man
and a woman who had been found with a camera in i
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liicir possession. At first there was no objection
raised to the taking of pholograplis, but now our
friends are getting a little touchy about if. and lock up
anyl)ody silly enough to get caught with kodaks or
cameras.

According to what we were told, the Germans entered
the town from the direction of Ciney, on the evening
of August '.Jlst, and began firing into the windows of

the liouses. The (iermans admit this, but say that
there were French troops in the town and this was the
only way they could get them out. A few i)eoi)le were
killed, but there was nothing that evening in the nature
of a g(T\cral massacre. Allhougli the n( xt day was
comparatively quiet, a good part of the i)opulation
took refuge in the surrounding hills.

On Sunday morning, the •i.'Jrd. the G-man troops
set out to pillage and shoot. They drov Ihc peojjlc

into the sireet. and set fire to their houses. Those
who tri<>(l to run away wf>re shot down in their tracks.

The congregation was taken from the church, and fifty

of the men w(Te shot. All the civilians who could ho,

rounded up were driv(>n int.) the big square and kept
there until evening. About six o'clock the women
were lined up on one side of the stjuare and kei)t in

line by soldiers. On the other side, the men were
lined up along a wall, in two rows, the i'u.-.t kneeling.

Then, under command of an ofiicer, two volh^ys were
fired into them. The dead and wounded were left

together until the Germans got round tc^ burying
t!i(>m, when i)racfically all were dead. This was [m\y
one of several wholesale executions. The Germans do
not seem to conlradici the essential fads, but merely



mi! liniTiin
x3e: x^a.

BELGIQUE
Le Mardchal Von der Goltz fait

connaltre aux Populations de Belgique
qu'il est inform^ par les G6n6raux
Commandants les troupes d'occupa-
tion sur le territoire irancais, que le
cholera s^vit avec intensity dans
les troupes alli6es, et qu'il y a le plus
grand danger d. JEranchir ces lignes, ou
a p6netrer dans le territoire ennemi.

Nous invitons les Populations de
Belgique i ne pas enlreindre cet avis,
et ceax qui croiraient ne pas devoir
se soumettre ^ cet avis.seront traduits
devant lesOfficiers de la Justice Imp6-
riale, et nous les pr6veuons que la
peine peut-^tre celle de mort.

Har^chal Von der Golis
SepUmtM I9i4

Translation:

FieM-Mar'^lia! vuii u (mllz aniiouiuTS to tlip He!;iaii p(i|Uili(tii>n that lie is iiifcmned

by the Generals cDinmandint; the tnioiis ocrnpyini; Krencli terrilnry that i hulera is raf;ing

ticri'ely anmnx the allieii truops ami that there is the gi-eatest danger in crossing the lines

or entering enemy territory.

NSe call upon the Helf.'ian population not to infrinf;e this notice. 'I'hose who do not

comply with this nolic e «ill he lin.iight before (he Inijierial ODiivrs of Justice and we warn
them thai the penally of death uiuy be lutlu led upon iheui.
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put forward the plea that most of the dauiagc was

iiicideiital to the fighting whicli took place between

tlie armed forces. Altogether more than eight hundred

people were killed. Six Inuidred and twelve liave been

identified and given burial Others were not recog-

niiiable. I have one of the lists whic-h are still to l)e

liad, although the Germans have ordered all copies

returned to them. Those killed ranged in age from

Felix Fivet, aged three weeks, to an old woman named

Jadot, who was eighty. But then Felix probably fired

on the German troops.

There is no end to the stories of individual atrocities.

One is that Monsieur Wasseige, director of one of the

banks, was .seized by the Germans, who denuuided

that he should open the safes. He flatly refused to

do this, even under threat of death. Finally he was

led with his two eldest sons to the Place d'Armes and

placed with more than one hundred others, who were

then killed with machine guns. Monsieur Wasseige's

three youngest children were brought to the spot by

Gernum soldiers, and compelled to witness the murder

of their father and two brothers.

From Dlnant we struck across country through

riiillipeville and some little by-roads to Ranee, where

we were expected at the house of G. D . He and his

wife luid their little girl of five had just returned that

morning to receive us, but the place was brightly

lighted and as completely prepared as though they

had been there all the time. It was a lovely old place,

and we were soon made comfortable. German officers

have occupied it most of the time, and it required

a good deal of cle.'Uiing and repairing after they left.
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but fortunalely lliis work l.ad ju.t been complotcl
and ^^v ba.l a diauce to enjoy tlie place befoiv any more
enforced guests appeared. On<- of the Imperial prince-
Imgs l>ad heen IIumv for one night, and liis name was
clKilKcd on the door of his room. He ],ad been trh
aunahlc, and when he left had taken D 's motor with
him.

We look a tramp around tlic town in a biting wind
and looked at some of the houses of our neighbours'
Some of them were almost wrecked after having served
as quarters for troops for varying jxTicxls. From others
all the f,n-n,lure had been taken away and shipped
back to (.(>rmany. One man showed us a card which
he had lound in the frame of one of his best pictures.
It was the card of a (u^rman officer, ami un.ler the name
was written an order to send the picture to a certain
address in ]?erlin. The picture was gone, but the
frame and card were still there and are being kept
against \hv day of reckoning—if any. W(> were showr
several htlle sales w...di had been pried open a
looted, and were told the usual set of stories of what
had happeneti when the army went through. Some
of the tlungs would be hard to believe if one did not
hear them from the lips of people who are rehable and
\\ho lue ni such widely separated parts of the coimtry
at a time when communications are almost impossible.

^^e had a good and ingeniously arranged dinner.
All sorts of orduiary foods aie not to be had in this
part of the coimtry, and our hostess had, bv able
thinking, arranged a m(>al which skillfully concealed
the things that were lacking. Among other things, I
observed that we had a series of n.ost delicious wines
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—for our liost of llial evening also liad a wonderful

cellar. They had iold us jusi hcfon^ diinier that the

Gfrnians had taken an inventory of their wines and
had forhidden thcin to touch a!iother drop, so I won-
dered whetli(>r they wer<> not incurring some risk in

order to gi\'c us the wine that ihcy considered indis-

pcnsaliie. When I asked our hostess, she told me that

it was very -.inii)le, that all they nc'ded to do was to

drink a part of several hotlhvs, refill iheni partially

with water, seal them, and j)ut them back in t!ie ( "liars;

she said scornfully that "Ics Bochcs don't know one
wine from another," and had not yet heen able to

detect the fraud. They had a lot of cheap cham-
pagne in the celLir and had been filling ,hem up with

that, as they prefer any champagne to the b(\st vintage

Burgundies. Once in a while there is a little satisfac-

tion reserved for a Belgian.

We were called at daj-bi-eak and were on the road at

eight o'clock, taking in a series of small villages which

liad been destroyed, aiul talking with the few people

to 1k> found about the place. This j)art of Belgium is

far worse than the northern pait. where llie jieo{)le can

gel away with comparative ease to one of the larger

towns ami come back now ami I hen to looL after th.eir

crops. Here one village after another is wiped oat,

and the peasants have no place lo go uidess they travel

so f.ir tiial there vs no hope of reiurning, j)erliai)S for

months logelher. It will be a great problem lo j)r»»-

vide shelter fo these j)eople so that they can return.

\\<' eu! tl.i-ou;,'h Ueaunionl. and theii look the main
n»ad t(» Mi-ns, where we arrived in the middle of the

morning. On the way ue had liear( lial the Knglish
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nurses liad not yei hwn n-li-asod, so I made for tin;

mililary headquarlcrs and saw the comniandaiil. It

was evident that they liad heen hauled over the eoals
for tlie way they had behaved when Jaek was there,
for I uever saw such politeness in any headcjuarters.
I was preceded by bowing and uiietuous soldiers and
non-eon.niissioned ofheers, all the way from I he door
to the Presence, and was received by the old man
standing. He was most solicitous for my comfort and
offered me everything ])ul the fr(>edom of'the city. He
said that he had nol received a wurd of insl mictions
until a few minutes before my arrival, but lliat he was
now able to give the young ladies their liberty and I urn
them over to me. In order to get them. T was prayed
to go over to the lieathiuarlers of the im'litary governor
of the Pr()\ince, and an olIi(( r was assigiu'd to accom-
pany me. ^VIlile w w.Mv 111,. IV, ll,,- .,Hi.-..r who jiad

! en so insulling to Jack and to MIns Ilozier came into
the room, took one look at us, and scutlli^d for Nafely.

We heard afterward that he had been ordered to apolo-
gise for hi> belia\iour.

At the door of the Provincial head(|uarlers T found
another car flying the Legation flag, and .Moi^i.-nr de
Leval came charging out into my arms. There h.ad
been a pretty hot time about the iuir>es ami he had
finally b.-en sent down to get them out. In a f.'w

nn'nnl<'> wr had them fitting on a bmch in the (lov-
ernor's ofnce, while Kracker. who u>v(\ to \,r one of the
S'crclaries of the (icrman Legation here, was making
«)ut their hiisscr-pd^'srr.'i to come to Brussels. Tliev
\N(ie a happy crowd, but pretty well done up by tjie

treatment thev had had.
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When Ihcy were ..,i fixed I went in and asked for

t]ie release of Miss Bradford, another Engh.^h nurse,

wlio had been in prison in Mons ;uul Charleroi for the
past five weeks. I learned of her irnprisonme- *: almost
l)y accident while we were waiting for the passports.

After some argument it was granted, and I went with a
soldier to the prison to get her out. I had not expected
to find anything very luxurious, but I was shocked
when I saw the ^dace. It was the most severe, repres-

sive penitentiary in the couulr;^—still filled with com-
mon criminals —and the English nurs«> was given the
same Ircalment and rations as the worst murderer of

the lot. There was the usual row with the man in

charge of the place, and finrdly a soldier was despatched,
to tell the young wom.-u she could get ready to go.

While she was getting ready, the director of the prison
took me around and showed nn- with great j)rido

things that made me shiver. He said, however,
thai il was an outrage to put a woman in such
a i)lace. The priMMiers \v..j do I he work of tiic

j)ris(>ii w(Te going about the corridors und"r guard,
<-acli one wearing a dirty broun mask covering his

entire li(>ad. and wilh only the smallest of slits Uu his

eyes. They are never aIlow(>d to sec each olhiM-"s faces

or to speak to one anotjicr. I was taken up to the
• •hapcl, whc-c cacli man is herded into a little !)o\ like

a confessional and locked in so that he cannot see his

neighbour, and can ordy look up toward lh(> raised

altar in the centre, where lie can see the priest. Tho
scIhmj! was arranged in I he same way, and was shown
wilh »M|nal pride. I fear the jailer thought me lacking
in ap[>reeit(i()ii.
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I finally got tin- young woman out, nearly hysterical,
{uul took her uj) to I he headciuarters, and from there
to the hotel, where ]\Ionsieiu- de Lcval had gathennl
his charges for luncheon. They were rapidly recover-
ing their old-lime spirits, and were chattering away like

a lot of magpies.

Whil'> I was fussing about wilh Ihem, I had sent my
friends and fellow-travellers alu^ad, and now left the
fioek of nurses in the hands of IMonsieur de Leval, to
be coUAcyed by tram l>aek to Brussels, while I tried to
catch up with my parly at tlu^ chateau of Monsieur
"Warroque, at Mariemont. I made as much speed as
iny little car was rai)able of, but it was nearly two
o'clock when I arrived.

The olil chateau of ^lariemont is one of those built
by Louis XI\'. when lie set out to have one for each
month of the year. This was his place for August.
It had been destroyed, and llie new one is built near
the ruins, but the large park is as it has hccn for a long
time, and a lovely i)lace it is. There were about twenty
at table when we arrived, and places were ready for
us. More fine wines, and this lime to show that we
were in the hous(> of a comioisseur. Ihc (iuid<y. in pour-
ing out the j)recious stuff, would whisper in your ear
the name and vintage. WarrcKjuc owns a lot of the
coal mini.-, ami other j^ropcrlies and is apj)arently
greatly loved by the people. Wlun the ('.(Miiians came,
they seized him as a hostage, but the j)eoi)le became so
threatening that he was released. How many men in

his position could have counted on that nmcli devotion?
Inuni 'liately after luncheon we shoved olf and made

through the rain for Churleroi, where we look a look
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at the damage done lo the town. It was already dark
and we then Inrned toward Brussels and Inirned up
the road, getting to the Legation at half-past six, to

find all the nurses sitting up, having tea with Mrs.
Wliillock and the ^Minister.

Bnus-scls. Dcrvuibcr 10, IfllJ^.—Yesterday afternoon
we received the call of General Freiherr von Bissing,

Governor General in Belgium, and of General Freiherr

von Kraewel, [Military Governor of Brussels. They
were aeeompanied hy their suites in full regalia. The
military men were most ali'aMe, hut we did n .t get any
farther than Wn and cigarettes. They talked mourn-
fully of the war and said they wished to goodness the

whole thing was <A-er. It was a great contrast to the

coek-sure talk at the hegiiming of the war. Von Bis-

sing said that there were hospitals in every village in

Germany and that they were all filled with wounded.
It is beconung clearer every day that the Germans, as

well as others, are getting thoroughly sick and tired of

the whole l)U>iness aiul would give a lot to eiul it.

A little while ago the London Tiwcs cost as high as

two hundred framis. It has heeu going down steadily,

uulil il ca-i he had now f(»r four francs and sometimes
for as little as two. The jx-nallies are very severe, but
the supply keej)s up. although the bKn-kade runners
are being picked up e\(ry tla,\-.

Brussels, Dnrmhir II, /.9/}.—This aft(Tn(K)n late

B"~~ brought an uiu le lo mc me, h) talk about condi-

tions in France between the Belgiai, frontier ami the

(ierman liuev. 'I'hose jxxtr people eaiuiot, of eourse,
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get aiiytliing from the heart of France, and as
the BelgiiUi frontier is closed tight by tJie Ger-
mans, they are ah-eady starving. It h)oks very
much as Ihougli we should have to extend the
scope of our work, so as to look after tlieni,

too. Wc hear .-ry little news from thai part
of the countrv, hut from what we do hear, con-
ditions must be frightful. In ouc little town Mr.
K came through, only twenty out of five hundr<>d
liouses are said to be standing. He says that tjic

peoi)le are not permitted to leave the place and are
living in the cellars and ruins In great misery and j)rac-

tically without food.

Out of a clear sky comes a new trouble for the
ct.untry. The German Government has come down
with a demand for money ou a scale thai leaves
them speechless. The Belgians an- ordcr.-.l to
make a forced payment each mo:ith of f.-rly

millions of francs, for twelve months. The two
fir I payments are to be made by the bJlh (.f

next month, and the subseciucnt installments on
the iOth of succeeduig months. It is a stag-
gering total, l)Tit the German authorities are deaf
to appeals, and the I'rovmces will hitve to get together
and raise the mon(-y in some wav.

An ontry fr<„n ;. Ii.tor p.ul ,,f Mr. (;il,s„„'.s j„„rnal
fjives a pi<hin- <,f ll„- liclpan spirit u.ulor (u-rman rule
and one of lli,. f.-w m.-thods of rct.ilialion Ihry lia.l aL'aiiist
('•Tiiiaii oppn'ssiiin.

Tiu' HelKians are petting; a pm,! .I.-ai of ,,niH pl.-as„re
Uh-m' (lays frotii a clandostiiie lu-wspapcr . all.-d /.„ fjhrr
lidgujuc ivliici, is p.iiilislu-d almost in I'lc ..lia.lou .,f tlir



A JOURXAL FROM OFR LEGATK )X IX BELGIUM 337

Brum'Is, December 1\, /.^i-J.—-Yesterday afternoon
lale, after a .session at C. R. B.* headquarters, I dropped
in for a eup of tea with Baronne Q . There wa-. a
fine eirele of gossip and T learned all tlie s])iey stuff.

The husband of ]Mnie. de F had been in prison for

a month, having l)een pulled out of a motor on his way
to the frontier, and found with letters on him. He i^ot

out on Thursday and they are quite proud of Ihein.-

Koiiiiii;iM(l;iiiliir. h is a litlit! four-pafie jwpcr tliat is

pul)IislicJ "t>very now and tlien" and .says anylliinji it

likes ahiMit tlic "Occiiijaiit." It, also puhlisties news and
texts tliaf arc l>arrod from tlio reiisored i)rcss. It is dis-

triliiilcd in a mysterious w;iy tliat still lias the Cernians
guessing', altlioii^li they liave detailed their cleverest slentli.s

to the task of lMiiitin<,' down the [lajier and those respon-
sihle for its publication. Every iiuinher is delivered to
ail the more impctrtaiit (ierman ofli<'ials in 15russels and,
mnic HMuarkahle still, it ai)|)cars uithoiit fail ujx.n the
desk of the Covernor-Cieneral in that sanctum guarded
like the vaults of !he Bank of Entrland, Sometimes it

appears in the lelfer-l>o.K in tlie guise of a letter from
(Jermany: .sometimes it is thrown in the witidow; .some-
times it is <lelivered hy an orderly v>itli a huiidle of official

despatches- .sometimes it merely ai)pears from nowhere.
But it I.. >cr fails to reach the (uneruor-Cleneral. He
never f.iiis to reail it and to wax wroth over its con-
tents. Large rewards have Leen offered for information
ahniit tlie people who are writing and printing the pa|)er.

'i'lie (iermans rage pulili<ly, which only adds to the pleas-
"le tli'il the Belgians get from liieir little enterprise.

Mv ( opy reaches me regularly and always in .some weird
way as in the case of the (Jermans. I don't know wlio
Uiv frii-iid is thai x'lids me the pa])cr. Whoever tie is I

ain uiueh obliged.

•rooim' .•n (or Hfli.'f 11 Bcluuim TliL' n»me w»a given the origiu»: American UalietComuiutee » iilnu n few weeki u( tLs fouodaiiua
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selves. They were having a fine time (hseiissing tlic

pretlicanient of tlie II family. T e Counters was
arrested hist week beea use .slie, too, was caught carrying
letters. She was released from prison and allowed to
return home. Now the Cermans liavc placed sentries
before the house and allow no one to enter or leave.
The old gentleman is al.^o locked uj) there. The serv-
ants have been driven out, and are not even ixrmitted
to bnng meals lo their patrons, who are de])endent on
what they are given lo eat by the Cerman soldiers.
There is no charge against them at i)resent, so they
have no idea as to how long the present charming
H'tuation will last. Tliere was a great amount of gossip
and tiie riglit amount of lea and cakes, so I had an
enjoyal)le half hour.

Yesterday morning Granl-Wat^on was put aljoard
a trahi and tak(>n to Berlin, where he is lo he guarded
as a ])ns()iier of war. Il is all most outrageous, as
Lancken definitely pronn'sed that he would not be
molested. Moral: get ju>l as far away from these
people as you can. while you can. in the kiiow ledge that
il they "change their nu'nd."" promises won't count.

Jeii'es i> left here for the present and may be released.
We shall try to get him oil", but in view of what has
already hai)pen(Hl, cannot be very confident. Jeffes is

philosopliical and uiu'omplaining, but naturally is not
very haj)py.

Brussels; Siindaj/, Dciriuh, r .>i), /.'>/,;.—Jack got off

to Ixmdon yesterday after a visit of six weeks. Had
it not been for Ijie nearness (,f Christmas and the
knowledge thai he was n. eded at lion<e, he would have
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Ikh'ii j)r(>par('(l lo slay on iiulofinifcly. His grief at

li'aviiitj; was gciuiiiie. Tic iii\-(\st('(l li(Nivily in flowers

and cliocolali's for the people wlio had been nice to

him, endowed all the servants, and left amid the cheers

and solis of the populace. lie is a good sort, and I was

sorry lo see him v^o. By this time he is probably

sittinii' u]) in London, lelling them all al)Out it.

To-day I went iij) to Antwerp to bring back our old

motor. Left a little Ix^fore noon, after tidying up my
desk, and took my [wo Spanish colleagues, San Esteban

and Molina, along for company. I had the passes and

away we wont by way of Malines, arri\ing in time for

a late lunch.

Antw<'rj) is completely Germanised already. We
heard hardl\- a word of French anywhere—even the

liotel waiters speaking only hotel French. The crowd

in the restaurant of the We])ber was exclusively (Ger-

man, and there was not a word of French on the menu.

The Germans took over the garage where our car

was left the day they came in, and there I discovered

what was left of the old machine. The sentries on

guard at the door reluctantly let us in, and the poor

proprietor of the garage led us to the place where our

car has stood since the fall of Antwerp. The soldiers

have rei oved two of tlie tires, the lamps, cushions,

extra wheels, speedometer, tail lights, tool box, and had

smashed most of the other fixuigs they could not take

oft". La view of the fact that my return trip to Brussels

at the time of the bombardment was for the purpose

of l)nnging the plans of the city to the Germans, so

that they would liave knowledge of the location of the

public monuments and could spare them, it seems
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rather rougli tiial fhey slioiild rcp;iy us by snia.sliing

our motor. I think \vc shall make some ivii.arks to
then) to this eftVct lo-iiiomnv, and iuliiiiate that it is

up to tliem to liave the ear rei)aire(l and returned to us
in good shape.

The first group of Anieri.-aiis lo work on the rehef
came into Belgium this month. They are, for the
most part, Rhodes Scholars who '.ere a I Oxford, niu]

responded instantly to Hoover's appeal. They are a
pieked crew, and have gone into the work with enthusi-
a.sm. And it takes a h>t )f enthusiasm to get through
the sort of pioniTr work Ihey liave to do. They luive
none of the thrill of t!ie fellows who h •\c gone into the
flyiiigeoriisorlheamhulaiice service. Tiny have ahead
of them a long winter of motoring aI)out tlie country in

all .sorts of weal her, wrangling with millers and ste-

vedores, checking cargoes aiul costs, keeping the peace
between the B( 'gians and the GcM-man authorities,

observing the rules of the game toward everybody eon

-

C(>rned, and above all, keeping neutral. It is no small
undertaking for a lot cf \oungstcrs hardly out of
college, but so far lluy have doiu> splemlidly.

The one I see th<> most of is Edward ("urtis, who
sails back and forth to Holland as coinier of the Com-
nii.ssion. He was at <"ambridge wli<-n the war broke
out, and after working on Hoo\er's London Connnitlee
to help stranded Auk licaiis get home, he came on over
licre and fell to. He <"\udes silence and discretion, but
docs not mi.ss any fun or any ( hance lo advance Die
general cause. Of course it is |;dung the Cermans
some tim(> to learn his system. He is absoh.lely s(juare

Willi them, luid gets a certain amount of fun out of
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llu'ir clefornii'H'd cd'orts lo find .some sort of contra-

band on liini. They can hardly conceive of his being

honest, and think his secMning frankness is nieiely an

unusually clever (.lodge to cover nj) hi> Iran.sgressioiw,

Brusticls, December 21, lOl.'f.—Yesterday Brussels

awoke from the calm in which it had been plunged for

some time, when a conple of French av^iators came

sailing overhead and dropped six bombs on the rail-

road yards at Elterbeck. I was away at Antwerp

and did not see ii, bnt everybody else of the population

of 700,000 Brnxellois did, and each one of them has

given me a detailed account of it. The (lerman forces

did their level best to bring the bird men down with

shrapni 1. but they were tlying high eiiongh for safely.

They bceni to have hit their mark and torn np the

switches, etc., in a very satisfactory way. I'\»r three

or four days wi have bei-n hearing the big gnns ;igain,

each day more distiiu'llv; but we don't 1 now what

it means. The (lermans oxi)lain it on the ground that

lliey are testing guns.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoover anived last night, bringing

Frederick Palmer with them. We dined togellier at

the Palace. They were full of utws, both war and

shop, ami I sal and lalk<'d with them until after eleven,

greatly to the prejudice of my work. Had to slay up

and grind until nearly two.

Curtis, who canir back la^! night, says that Jack

was arrested at .Vnlweip on his way oiil. because he

had Folkstone labels on his bags. It look him so long

to explain away his sus|)ieious behtngings that he barely

caught the la.st train from llosi-ndaal to rhisliing. lie
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seems to be deslined to a certain amount of arrest
now and tlien.

Hoover turned up at the L(^^^ation this morning at
a little after nuie, and he and the Minister and I talked
steadily for three hours and a half.

Despite the roar of work at the Legation, I went off
after huich witii "Sirs. "Whitlock and did some Xinas
shopping—ordered some flowers and choc-olatcs. Went
out and dropped Mrs. Whitlock at Mrs. B 's, to lielp
decorate the tree she is going to have for the English
children here. B is a prisoner at Ruhleben, and will
probably be there indefinitely, but his wife is a train o.
She had a cheery letter from him, saying that he and
his companions in nn'sery had orgiinised a theatrical
troupe, and wen^ going soon to produce Tlie Importance
of Being Earnest.

Brmseh, Christmas, 1911,.—Th\s is the weirdest
Christmas that ever was—with no one so much as think-
aig of saying "Merry Christmas." Everything is so
completely overshadowed by the war, that had it not
luvn for the children, we should luivc let it go uii-
nolicod.

Yestenhiy c\ening there was a dinner at the Lega-
tion—Bicknell, Uoso and James, the Hoovers ar.d
Frederick Palmer. Although there was a bunch of
nu"stletoe over the table, it did no! seem a bit Christ-
ma^y, but just an ordinary good dumer with much
inlcresting talk.

luuiH'dialely after lunch we climbed into tlie l)ig

car and went out to Lewis Richards' Christmas tree.
H(> has a big house at the edge of town, with giounds
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which were fairy-like in tlie heavy white frost. He
had undertaken to look after 660 children, and he
did it to the Queen's taste. They were brought in by
their mothers in bimches of one hundred, and marched
around the house, collecting things as they went. In

one room each youngster was given a complete outfit

of warm clothes. In another, some sort of a toy which

he was allowed to chotjse. In another, a big bag of

cakes and candies, and, finally, they were herded into

the big dining-room, where tliey were filled with all

sorts of Xmas footi. There was a big tree in the hall,

so that the childnm, in their triumphal progres-. merely
walked around the tree. Stevens had painted all the

figures and the background of an excjuisite creche,

with an electric light behind it, to make ti^e stars shine.

The children were speechless with happiness, and
many of the molliers were crying as they came by.

Since the question of fo(xi for children became acute

here, Richards has been sujjplying ni'i;v):is to the babies

in his neighbourhood. The number has been steadily

increasing, and for some time he has been feeding over

two hundred youngsters a day. lie has been very

quiet about it, and hardly anyone has known what
he was doing.

It is cheering to see a man who docs so much to

comfort others; not so mufh because he weighs the

responsll)ility of his position and fortune, but because

he has a great-hearted sympathy and instiiu lively

reaches out to help those in distress. Otherwise the

day was pretty black, but it did warm the cockles of

my heart to find this simf>le Ameritwn putting some
real meaning uito Christmas for these hundreds of
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wretched people. lie also gave it a deeper meaning
for tlie rest of us.

Brussels, December 31, JOlJ^.—Uerc is the end of the
vile old year. We could see it out with, rejoicing, if

there were any prospect of 191.5 bringing ns anything
better. But it doesn't look very bright for Belgium.

The extracts from this journal have been so volu-
minous as to preclude bringing the record nnich farther
than the end of 1014. In the main the story of 191.5-

1910 is in the development of the Conunission for Relief
in Belgium and I he new light shed each day upon
Ccrman methods and mentality. It is a loi.g story
and could not be crowded between the covers of this
volume. There is, however, one outstanding event in

1915—the case of Miss Edith Cavell—which is of
such interest and so enhghleiu'ng as to conditions in
Belgium under Ccrman donn'nation as to warrant its

inclusion in this book. Af the risk, therefore, of appear-
ing disconnecled it has be»-n decided to publish as a
final chapter an article in regard to the case of .liss

Cavell which has already appeared in the World\s'
Work.

On August o, 191.5, Miss Edith Cavell, an English-
woman, directress of a Iarg(> nursing home at Brussels,
was (piietly arrest<-d by th(> Ccnmin authorities and
confined in the i)rison of Si, (lilies on the charge that
she had aidcil stragglers from the Allied armies to
exjipe acntss the frontier frotii Helgiujn to Holland,
furnishiug llieiu with money. <lothing and ini'itrmatiou

conivrning the route to be foHowed. It was .sonic
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time before news of Miss Cavell's arrest was received

by tlie American Legation, wliicli was entrusted willi

the protection of British interests in the occupied por-

tion of Belgium. When tlie ^Minister at Brussels

received a communication from the Aml)assador at

London transmitting a note from the Foreign Office

stating that Miss Cavell was reported to have been
arrested and asking that steps be taken to render her

assistance, Mr. Whitlock immediately addressed a note
to the German aulliorities asking whether there was
any truth in the report of ]\Iiss Cavell's arrest and
requesting authorisation for Maitre daston de Leval,

the legal counselor of the Legation, to consult with

Miss Cavell and, if desirable, entrust some one with

her defense.

Xo reply was received to this communication, and
on September 10th the Legation addressed a further

note to Baron von der Lancken, Chief of the Political

Department, calling his attention to the matter and
asking that he enable the Legation to take sudi steps

as might be necessary for Miss Cavell's defense.

On Sej)tember l-itli a reply was received from Baron
von der Lancken in which it was stated that Miss
Cavell had been arrested on August 5th and was still

in the military jjrison of St. Gilles. The note con-

tinued:

SIio Ii;is luTscIf admitted tliat slio rotuTalod in lior liouse French
and F.mkI'^'i sdidicrs, as well as IM^ians of military a^'f, all de-

sirous of procci'dinn to flic front. She lias also admitted liaviiig

fnrni>li(-d tliot- soldiers willi tlie money neeessary for their jour-

ney to France, and liiivim; facilitated their (iepartiire from Bel-

gium !>y providing; them with guides, who cuubled Ihciu to cross
1,,. T'>,,»,.i. r„,,..i;..> .... ii..
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Miss Cavoll's defense is in tlie hands of tiie advocate Braun,
wlio, I may add, is already in touch with the competent German
aiitlioritics.

In view of the fact th.at tlie Department of tlie Governor-
General, as a matter of princijile, does not allow accused persons
U) ha\e any interviews whatever, I much regret my inability to
procure for M. de Leval permission to visit Miss Cavcll as long
as she is in solitary confinement.

Under the provisions of international law the Amer-
ican Minister could take no action while the case was
l)efore the courts. It is an elementary rule that the
forms of a trial nmst be gone through without inter-

fcri-nce from any source. If, when the sentence has
heen rendered, it. ajjpears that there has been a denial
of justice, the case may be taken up dii)lomatically,

with a view to securing real justice. Thus in the early
stages of the case tlie American Minister was helpless
to interfere. All that he could do while the case was
before the courts was to watch the procedure carefully

and be prepared with a full knowledge of the facts to
see that a fair trial was granted.

Maitre de Leval communicated witli Mr, Braun,
who said that he had been prevented from pleading
before the court on behalf of Miss C-iveil. l)ut had
asked his friend and colleague, Mr. Kirschen. to take
uj) the case. Maitre de Leval then comnnmicaled
with Mr. Kirschen, and learned from him that lawyers
(h'fending i>risoners before Cerman military courts
were not allowed to see their clients lu^fore the trial

and were .^liown none of the documents of the prose-
ciilion. It WHS thus manifestly impossible to j)rej)are

any <Iefense save in the presence of the court and dur-
ing the progress of the Iri.d. Maitre de Leval. who
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German pmrlamation announcing,' the execution of Miss Cavell
Tran.-Iatiiin.

The Inipprial (".eriiian Cirnrt Martial sitlinR at HrussrLs has pronounced the following
senfciKo:

0)n(ifinne<i to death for treascm coniiuiltod as an organized band:
Edilli Cavell. tea< her. of Hriissel.s.

Philippe Hanii|. An hile< t. of Hnissels.

Jentme ile Helleville. of Mipiiti^riiies.

Ixiiiise Thiiilier. '!>«( her. of l.ille.

IxMiis Severiii. dni>;Ki.'*t. of Hrussels.

.MiR-rt l.iliie/,. lawyer, of .Moiis.

For the same olTense the following are rondemned to fifteen years of hard labor;
Ileniiaiiii < apian. eiif;iiie«'r, of Ua.inies - Ada Ho<lart, of Hrii.ssejs—(leorge-s Uervcaii,

<lrut,'j,'ist. of raliirafie^ Mai\ de Croy. of liellijjiiies.

At tlie sHiiie se.-siiiii the Court Martial h.as pronoum ed .-ienl iicrs of hard iiilxir and of
imprisonment, varying fn>iii t«ii toeif-hl years, against seven t<-«'n others ni-<Mise<l of trea-
"'Mt Hirainst the Imperial Armies.

As rejiards Ham q hikI Kdilh Cavell. the sentence has alreadv lK>en fully carried out.

^ The (Mivernor-deneral brings these fact.s to the attention of the imbl'ic in order that
;:;ry iVtHy ."icrvc ii.^ ,» TVarniiig.
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from the boginninjr to the end of the case showed a

most serious and chivalrous concern for tlie welfare of

the accused, then told Mr, Kirschen that he would

endeavour to be present at the trial in order to watch

the case. Mr. Kirschen dissuaded him from attending

the trial on the ground that it would oidy serve to

liarni ^liss Cavell rather than help her; tliat the

judges would resent the presence of a representative of

the American Legation, Altliough it seems unbeliev-

able that any man of judicial mind would resent the

presence of another bent solely on watching the course

of justice, ]\[r. Kirschen's advice was confirmed by
other Belgian lawyers who had defended prisoners

before the German military courts and spoke with tlie

authority of experience. Mr. Kirschen promised, how-
ever, to keep Ma it re de Leval fidly jKvsted a^ to all

the developments of the case and llie facts brought

out in the course of the trial.

The trial began on Thursday, October 7th, and ended

the following day.

On Sunday afternoon the Legation learned from

persons who had been i)resent at the trial some of the

facts.

It seems that !Miss Cavell was prosecuted for hav-

ing helped English and French soldiers, as well as

Belgian young men, to cross the front iei into Ifollaud

in order that they might get over to England. She

had made a signed statement admitting the truth of

these charges and had further made j)c;blic acknowl-

edgment in court. She frankly admitted that not only

had she helped the soldiers to cross the frontier but

tli.it s;nnir« of fliom h.'id writtnii her from Fn^flinul
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thanking her for her assistance. Tliis hist admission
made the case more serious for her because if it had
been proven only that she had iielped men to cross the
frontier into Holland, she could have been sentenced
only for a violation of the passport regulations, and
not for the "crime" of assisting soldiers to reach a
country at war with Germany.

Miss Cavell war, tried under Paragraph 58 of the
German AFilitary- Code, wliicli says:

Any jMT.son who, willi tbo intention of aiding tlio liosfile Power
or cansiiif,' liarrn to German or allier! troops, is guilty of one of
tlie crinies of Paragraph 90 of the German Penal Code, will he
S'Mitcnced to death f r treaso-i.

The "crime" referred to by Paragrapli 00 was that
of "conducting soldiers to the enemy"' (viz.: dan
Fcindc Mannschajtcn zufiihri).

It is manifest that this was a strained reading of
the provisions of military law; that a false interpreta-
tion was wilfully put upon these provisions in order
to secure a conviction. This law was obviously framed
to cover the case of those who assist stragglers or lost
soldiers to get })ack to their own lines and join their
units. It is doubtfr! ,.hcther th.' framers of the mili-
tary law had foreseen anything so indirect and unprece-
<lented as thai of helping soldiers cross into a neutral
country in the hope that they might find their way
back through two other countries to their own army.
Miss Cavell assisted these soldiers to escape into a
iieulral country which was bound, if possible, to appre-
hend .itid intern them. If these sohiiers succeeded in
outwilliiig the Dutch authorities and making their way
to England, their success would not, to any fair-minded
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person, increase t]uM>lTeri,sc coniinittrd hy Miss Cavell.
Miss Cavell's conduct Ix'forc llic court was marked

by the greatest frankness and courage. She .slated
that she had assisted tliese men to escape info Ilollanci
because she thouglit tliat if s]ie liad not done so they
would have been seized and shot by tlie Germans;
that she felt that she had only done her duty in lielp-

ing to save their lives.

The Mihtary Prosecutor replied that uliilc tlils argu-
ment might be made concerning Engi sh soldiers, it

could not ai)ply to Belgians, who were free to remain
in the country without danger. The subsequent be-
havioiu- of the German authorities to the Belgian you'X'
men who remained in the country dw^s not lend any
considerable weight to the remarks of the Public Pros-
ccutor.

In concluding his plea, the Public Prosecrtor asked
that the court pass the sentence of death upon Miss
Cavell and eight other prisoners among the thirty-five
brought to trial.

Upon ascertaining these facts Maitre de Lcval called
at the Pohtical Department and asked tliat, tJie trial

haynig taken place, permission be grauled him to see
]Mi;:s Cavell In person, as there could be no further
objection to consultation. Ileir Conrad an official of
the Political Department, who received Maitre de
Lcval, stated that he would make enfjuiry of the court
and communicate with him later.

Tiie foregoing are the developments up to Sunday
night, October 10th. Sut)sequent developments are
shown by the following extracts from a journal made
lit the tiiiif"
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Bru.s.scls, October 1?, i.9/.7. -Wl,en I came in yes-
\onh\y morning I t'ound information whicli seemed fo
confirm previous reports tliat :»Ii.ss Cavell's trial liad
been conclu<lr<l on Saiunlay afternoon and tlial tlie

prosecution had asked tliat the death sent(>nee he im-
posed. .Monsieur de Leval i)romptly called th(> Polit-
ical DepartnuMil over llie t(>lephone and talked to
Conrad, rei)(>ating our previous requests tliat h(> l)e

authorised to see Miss Tavell in i)rison. H,. also asked
that Mr. Gahan. the English chrplaij;, he permit led to
visit her. Conrad replied that i! IkmI heen decided
that Mr. r.ahan could not see her, hut tiiat sh(> could
.see any of the three Protestant clergymen rCIeruians)
altaclted to l!ie prison; that de Levid coidd not see
lier nrilil tlic judgment was pronounced and signed.
Ho said that as ye[ no sent(>iu-e had heen pronounced
and f]:at th(Te would prohahly he a d<hiy of a day or
two hcfore a decision was reached. He st.ited ihat
even if the judgment of the court liad heen given, it

wouhl have i;.. elfect until W had heen confirmed l.y

the Governor, who was ahseiit from Brussels and uo-dii
not return for two or possih y thnn- days. We a^ked
CoiM-ad to inform the Legation innnediafely ujjon I he
confirmation of I he senl(Mi(v in o-d.r thai steps might
he taken lo secure a p.rdon if Ihc judgment really
proved lo I)c »,u(> (»f cai)ital punishment. Conrad said
he had no inforniali..n U> the cllVel (hat Ihe court had
ac(vded lo Ihc recjUf^l l'(,r Ihe ,l.-alh s(>iilcne(>. hul
promis<,l I., k.cp us informed. I stood hy Ihc tele-
phone and e(.iild overhear holii d,. Leval and
( onrad.

Despite Ihe pnuui^e of f. German authorities lo
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sivekeep us fully posted, we were nervous and apprehensl
and remained at the Lej^'ation all day, making repealed
enquiry by telt plione to h^arn whether a deeision had
been reached. On each of these oeeasions the Political

D(^j)artment renewed the assurance that we would l)e

informed as soon as there was any news. In order to
be prepared for every eventuality, we drew up a peti-

tion for clemency addressed to I lie riovernor-Cenerai,
and a covering note ad('ressed to Baron von d(>r

Laneken, in order that they nu"ght be presented with-
out loss of time in ease of urgent need.

A mnnber of people liad been arr(>sted c-iud tried for

liell)ing men to cross into Holland, but. so far as we
know, the death sei mrc had m-ver been inflicted.

The usual thing was to give a senlciuv of imprison-
ment in (lermany. The oflicials at the Political De-
partment i)rofesscd l(. be skeptical as to the reported
intention of the couil lo inflict the dcalh seutciicc,

a;i(l led us to think that nothing of the sort need be
!i|»j)rehended.

None the less we wert> haunted by a feeling of im-
pending horror thai we could m)t >liake off. I had
I)Ianued to ride in l!i< afternoon, but wjien my hor>e
was brought around. I had it .sent away and stayed
near iJie lelephone. Lat- In the afternoon de L(va!
succeeded in getting ifito connnunieat ion with a lawyer
interested in one of e accustd. He >aid that the
Uic'-man Konunand.-.n. ,ii- had informed him that jn.ig-

menl would \>v parsed the ii.\| moiiiing. Tuexlay. He
was worried as to vJial was in store for the prisoners
and said he feared the court would be \(ry severe.

At G.20 I had T«.pi)ing (clerk of the Legation; tele-
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phone Conrad again. Once more we liad th< most
definite assurances that notliing liad hapi)ened and
a soniewliat weary renewal of tlie promise that we
should ha\e immediate information when sentence was
pronounced.*

At S.oO I had just gone home when de Leval came
for me in my car, saying that he had come to report
tiiaf Miss Cavell was to he shot during the nigJit. We
couhl hardly credit this, but as oin informant was so
positive and insisted so earnestly, we set off to see
what could he done.

De Leval had seen the ^Minister, who was ill .n })ed,

and hrought me his instructions to find von der
Lanckcji, present the appeal for clemency, and pres.s

for a fav()ural)!(> decision. In order to add weight to
our representations, I was to seek out the Spanish
^Minister to get him to go with us and join in our
appeal. I found him dining at Baron Lambert'^, ind
on e.\i)laining the ca>c to him he wilHngly agreed to
come.

When W(> got (o the Political Department we found
that Haron von d(>r Lancken and ail the members of
liis statf h;.<l gone out to spend the evening at one of
the disrepulal)le little theatres that have sprung up
here for the eiilerlainment of the (iermans. At first

we were unable to find where he had gone, as th(> or-
derly on duly evidently Imd orders iio| to lell, but by
ilint «)f some bliislering and impressing on him the fact
that Lancken would have cau>e to regret not having
seen^us, he agre«-d lo have hiui notified. We put the

* 'Y\\\> Was jiisl our liiiiir mill

lull! ,i(til;illy liccil [irdlloiiiKi'tl.

Iwriity niinut( > aftor tlic sriitcnce

Tlifir i.s no uit-d for cuuiuk'uI.
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orderly into the motor and sent liim off. Tlie Marquis
de Villalobar, de Leval, and I settled down to wait,
and we waited long, for Lancken, evidently knowing
the purpose of our visit, declined to budge until the end
of an act that seemed to ai)p('al to him particularly.
He came in about 10.30, followed shortly by Count

Ilarrach and Baron von Falkeidiausen, menibers of
Lis s*aff. I briefly explained to him the situation a.s

we understood it and i)resented (he note fiom the
Minister, transmitting the appeal for cleuK^ncy. Lanck-
en read the note aloud in our presence, showing no
feeling aside from cynical annoyance at something—
probably our having discovered the intentions of Uie
German authorities.

When he had fim'shcd reading tlie note, Lancken said
that he knew nothing of the case, but was sure in any
event that no sentence would be executed so s(M)n as
we had said. He mam'fested some surprise, not to say
annoyance, that we should give cre(K'nc(> to any n'porl
iu regard to the case which did not come from his
Department, that being the only official channcf.
Leyal and I insisted, however, that W(> had reascu to
believe our reports were correct and urged him to make
imiuiries. He then tried to find out IheexacI sourceofour
information, an<l became painfully Inslstenl. I did ,),,{

proi>ose. however, to enlighten him on I his point an<l
said that I did not feel at liberty to divulge our source
of information.

Lancken then became p(Tsuasive—said that it was
most improbable that any sentence bad been pro-
nounced; that even if il Iwwl, if could not b(> pu! into
effect within so short a lime, and thai in any e\enf all
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Government offices were closed and lliat it was impos-
sihle for him to take any action before morning. lie

suggested (hat we all go home ''reasonably," skvp
quietly, and come back in the morning to talk about
the case. It \\a.> very clear that if the facts were as
\\c believed them to be, the next morning would be too
late, and wc pressed for immediate enquiry. I had to
be rather insistent on this point, and de Leval, in his

anxiety, became so emphatic that I fearc^d he might
bring down the wrath of the Germans on his own head,
and tried to quiet him. There was something splendid
about the way de Leval, a Belgian with nothing to
gain and everylhing to lose, stood uj) for what lu' be-

lieved to be rigiit and chivalrtais, regardless of conse-
quences to himself.

Finally, Lancken agreed to enquire as to the facts,

telephoned from his office to tli. presiding judge of the
court martial, and returned in a siiort lime to say that
sentence had indeed been passed and that Miss Cavell
was to be shot during the night.

We then jjresented with all the earnestness at (»ur

ronnnand, tiie j)]ea for clemency. "\Vc j)(iiiil((l out fo

Lancken Ihat Miss Cavi'll's offenses were a matter of

tiie past; thai -he had been in prison for some weeks,
thus fffectn-dly ending her power for harm; thai there

was n(»t!iii g fo be gained by shotting her, and on tlie

contrary this would do Germany nnicli more harm than
good and Knalaiid much more good th;in harm. \Ve

pointed oi.t to Jiim thai tlie whole ase was a very bad
one from Germany's point of view; that the sentence

of dtalli had hrntofore i)een imposed only for cases of

espionage and that Miss (."avell was not even accused
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by the Gorman aulhoritics of anything so serious.* We
reminded him that Miss Caveli, as directress of a large

nursing home, had, since the beginning of the war, cared

for large numbers of German soldiers in a way that

should make her life sacred to them. I ^Mrtlicr calkxl

his atlenlion to the manifest failure of the Political

Department to comply with its repeated promises to

keep us informed as to the progress of the trial and

the passing of the sentence. The deliberate policy of

subterfuge and jKcvaricalion })y which they had sought

to deceive us, as to the progress of the c;ise, was so raw

as to require little comment. We all pointed out to

Lancken the horror of shooting a woman, no matter

what her offense, and endeavoured to impress upon him

the frightful effect that such an execution would have

throughout the civilis< t world. With an ill-concealed

sneer he replied that on the contrary he was confident

that the effect woukl be excellent.

When everything else had failed, we asked Lancken

to look at the case from the point of view solely ^ f

German interests, nssuring him that the execution of

Miss Caveli would do Germany infinite harm. We
reminded him of the burning of Louvain and the sink-

ing of the Liisitania, and told him that this murder

would rank with those two affairs and would stir all

(•ivilised couniries with horror and disgust. Count

* At tlic time there was no intimation that Miss Caveli \v113

guilty of es]>i()iia<,'e. It was only when public opinion had been

aroused by her exe<.uli(m tlwit tlie German (Jovernnient began to

refer to her as "the spy (,'avell." According to the (ierman

statement of the <ase, there is no possible ground for calling her

a spy.
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Ilarrach }.roke in at lliis wiU; ih, ,athcr irrelevant
remark that he would rather see Miss Cavell shot than
have liann come to the humblest German soldier and
Ins only regret was that they had not "three or four
old hnghsh women to shoot."

Tlie Spanish Minister and I tried to prevail upon
Lancken to call Great Ileadciuarters at Charleville on
tJic telephone and have Uic case laid before the Em-
poror for his decision. Lancken stiffened perceptibly
at

1 us suggestion and refused, frankly, saying that he
could not d.) anything of the sort. Turning to Villa-
lobar, he said '"I can't do that sort of thing. I am
not a iru>nd of my Sovereigm as you are of yours," to
Avh.ch a rejomder was made that in order to be a good
inend, one nnist be loyal and ready to incur displeasure
in case (,f need. However, our arguments along this
Imo came to nothing, but Lancken finallv came to thepomt of saying that the Military Governor of Brussels
Avas the supreme authority (Ck'mUshcrr) in matters of
tins sort and that even the Governor-General had nopower to mtervene. After further argument he agreed
to get (.eneral von SauberscJiweig, the Mihtary Gov-
ernor out of bed to learn whether he had already rati-
fuHl he sentence and wliether there was any chance
tor clemency.

Lancke.: ^^ as gone about half an hour, during which
nne the llnvr of us laboured with Ilarrach and Falken-

I'ausen without, I am sorry to say, the slightest suc-
cess \M,ni Liincken returned he reported that the
Mihtary r.nvernor said that lie had acted in Miis case
onb^afl.T mature deliberation; that the circiu, .stances
<>1 -Miss Cavell s olFen.^e were of such character that he
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considered infliction of the deatli penalty imperative.
Lancken furtlier explained that under tlic provisions of
German Military Law, the Gcrichishcrr had discrc-
tionaiy power to accept or to refuse to accept an
appeal for clemency; that in this case the Governor
regretted that he must decline to acct>pt the appeal for
clemency or any representations in regard to the matter.
We then brought up again the question of having

the Emperor called on the telephone, but Lancken re-
plied very definitely that the matter had gone too far;
that the sentence had been ratified by the Military
Governor, and that when matters had gone that far,
"even the Emperor himself could not intervene."*
He then asked me to take back the note I had pre-

sented to him. I at first demurred, pointing out that
this was not an 'appeal for clemency, but merely a
note to him, transmitting a note to the Governor, which
was itself to be considered the appeal for clemency. I
pointed out that this was especially stated in the Min-
ister's note to him, and tried to prevail upon him to
keep it. lie was very insistent, however, and inasmuch
as he had already read the note aloud to us and we
knew that he was aware of its contents, it seemed that
there was nothing to be gained by refusing to accept
the note, and I accordingly took it back.

Despite Lancken's vcM-y positive statements as to the
futility of our errand, we continued to appeal to every
sentiment to secure delay and lime for reconsideration

* Allhoiiph iicccplod (it llio time as tnio, I'nis statoniriit was later
found to l)e entirely false and is un<ler,to.)d (,, li;,ve displeased
the Emperor. The Emperor eould have stopped the execulioa
at any moment.
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of the ca.,0. The Spanish MI„b,or M Lanokon asi,le

and do Leva
, a Jclgian sul.jwt. Lanckcn snuirmcdand blustered by turns, but stuck to his refu a In

agan This time, throwing nj«|esty to tlu- winds I^nunded them of s.,me of the thiugs^ve l,ad Ze foGern,an ,„terests at the outluvak of the war- how oI.ad repatriate,! thousands of G.-rman sub ee sn dcared for their interests; how during the siege of Atjerp I had repeatedly erossed the lines durh„. a^l I

to look afler German inleresis; how all this servicehad been ..ndered gladly and without thought o?
"

«.-.rd; that smce the beginning of the war wo hulnever asked a favour of the German authoritiend
sec-med mered.ble that they should now decline togrant us even a day's delay to discuss the case of a poor«..n,a„ who was, by her in,pris„„„,ent, preve, 1 fZdomg further harm, and whose execution in the n,idd leof the n,ght, at the eonelusion of a course of triWand deccpfon, was nothing short of an affront to i'tMt.on. Even when I was ready to abandon all honedo I^val was unable to believe that the Gern.anl^
thor,t,es would persist in (heir d.-eision, and a ,

"
,k 1™s touc nngly and feelingly to the seLse of

'
o

vUiicli wo looked in -.ain.

Our cfForts were porfertly useless, lK>wcver. as thethree men wilh whom we had to denl were so com
Pletely eallous and indifferent that .I.ev ver in o"way moved by anything that we could si.y
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We did not stop until after midnight, when it was
only too clear that there was no hope.

It was a bitter business leaving the place feeling that
we had failed and that the little woman was to be led
out before a firing squad within a few hours. But it
was worse to go back to the Legation lo the little
group of English women who were waiting in my ofl^ice
to learn the result of our visit. They had been there
for nearly four hours while Mrs. Whitlock and Miss
Larner sat with them and tried to sustain them through
the hours of waiting. There were Mrs. Gahan, wife of
the English chaplain, Miss B., and several nurses from
Miss Cavell s school. One was a little wisp of a thing
who had been mothered by Miss Cavell, and was
nearly beside herself with grief. There was no way of
breaking the news to them gently, for they could read
the answer in our faces when we came in. All we could
do was to give them each a stiff drink of sherry and
send them home. De Leval was white as death, and I
took him back to his house. I had a splitting head-
ache myself and could not face the idea of going to bed
I went home and read for awhile, but that was no good
so I went out and walked the streets, much to the annoyi
ance of German patrols. I rang the bells of several
houses m a desperate desire to talk to somebody, but
could not find a soul -only sleepy and disgruntled ser-
vants. U was a night I should not like to go through
again, but it wore through somehow and I braced up with
a c-old bath and went to the Legation for the day's work

T)ie day brought forth another loathsome fact in
connection with the case. It seems the sentence^ on
Aliss Cavell was not nronoiinnfd in r>r.or, ^^..-» tt__
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executioners, apparently in tJie hope of concealing
their intentions from us, wcu into lier cell and there"
behind locked doors, proiUHUiced senlence npon her.
It is all of a piece with the other things they have done.
Last night Mr. Gahan got a pjiss and was admitted

to see :Miss Cavell shortly bef-^re she was taken out
and shot. lie said she was calm and prepared and
faced the ordeal without a tremor. She was a tiny
th'"ng that looked as though she could he blown away
with a breath, but she had a great spirit. She told
Mr. Gahan that soldier- Juid come to her and asked to
be helped to the frontier; tliat knowing the risks lliey
ran and the risks slie took, she had lieli,ed them. She
said nhe had nothing to regret, no complaint to make,
and that if she had it all to do over again, she would
change nothing. And mo>t pathetic of all was her
statement that she thanked God for the six weeks she
had passed in prison—the nearest approach to rest
she had known for years.

They partook together of the IIo^^ Comramuon, and
she who had so little need of pn^paration was prepared
for death. She was free from resi-ntment and said: "I
realise that i)atriolism is not enough. I must have no
hatred or bitterness toward any one."
She was taken out, and shot before daybreak.
She was denied the supjK.rl of her own clergyman at

the end, Iiut a German military chaplain stayed with
her and gave h.er burial within the pre'-in.-ls oi the
prison. He did not conceal his admiration and said:
"She wa-, courageous to tl,(> end. She profe.M-d lu-r

Christian faith and said that she was glad to die for
her coimtry. Mie died lik(> a heroine."

8 SEP !97J



TITF roCNTRY LIFE PRKS3
CAJUJEN Cliy. N. Y.





; • It


