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A NFIB
VOTING RECORD

2019-2020 Session Roll call votes by your state legislators on key small business issues are listed here. Although this Voting Record does not
reflect all elements considered by a lawmaker when voting, nor does it represent a complete profile of a legislator, it can be a guide in evaluating
your legislator’s attitudes toward small business. Please thank those legislators who supported small business.

YOUR LEGISLATORS’ VOTING
RECORD ON SMALL BUSINESS
ISSUES | 2020 EDITION

BOTH CHAMBERS

1. Staged Accidents HB 353 (Rep. Kasey Carpenter):

HB 353 seeks to stop insurance fraud schemes
involving staged motor vehicle collisions. HB 353
would make it illegal for individuals to intentionally
cause a staged motor vehicle collision for the purpose
of filing a civil lawsuit seeking monetary damages or
claiming insurance benefits. A “Yes" vote supports
the NFIB position. Passed the House 107-55. Passed
the Senate 41-10.

. General Contractor Lien and Contract Legislation
SB 315: This bill clarifies existing state law to allow
tradesmen to sue for breach of contract in payment
disputes without deference to a waiver of lien. Along
with NFIB, this legislation was supported by the
Associated General Contractors of Georgia and over
15 other statewide organizations. A “Yes"” supports
the NFIB position. Passed the Senate 53-0. Passed
the House 147-0.

. PPE Tax credits HB 846 (Rep. John Corbett):

Allows businesses manufacturing items in Georgia
used to shield people from contracting the virus would
be eligible for an additional $1,250 tax credit per job.
Those supplies include gloves, masks, hand sanitizer,
face shields, helmets, goggles and respirators. It would
apply to jobs created in those qualified companies
through 2024. Companies that qualify for the state’s
Quiality Job Tax Credit would also be able to count

the number of employees they had in 2019 toward
claiming their credit for the 2020 and 2021 tax years.
A “Yes vote supports the NFIB position. Passed
Senate 46 - 3. Passed House 110 - 58.

SENATE ONLY

4. Seatbelt Non-Use Admissibility Amendment #1 of

HB 171 (Sen. William Ligon): On March 26, during the
Senate floor debate on HB 171, Senator William Ligon

(Brunswick) offered an amendment (Amendment 1)
which would have removed the provision admitting
the non-use of seat belts as evidence in civil court
cases. Amendment 1 would have stripped out in

its entirety the pro-business language around the
admissibility of seat belt usage or non-usage in a civil
case which was added to the bill in Senate Public
Safety Committee. Georgia law requires front-seat
passengers to wear seat belts as a proven method
of reducing serious bodily injury or death, yet juries
aren't allowed to know whether an individual was
or was not complying with the law at the time of an
accident. A “No” vote supports the NFIB position.
Failed the Senate 24-23.

. Civil Practice Litigation SB 415 (Sen. Steve Gooch):

This legislation came out of the senate study
committee that looked at the cost of doing business
in Georgia related to liability costs. The bill attempts
to provide small businesses reasonable protections
from frivolous lawsuits and lower the litigation costs
that are often passed on to business owners. It was
a comprehensive package supported by over 60
business and industry associations including NFIB.
A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB position. The bill
failed to receive the required minimum 29 votes and
therefore failed the Senate 27-26.

. Right to Farm Act Senate Amendment #1 of HB 545

(Sen. Jesse Stone): The bill sought to provide needed
updates to protect farmers from frivolous lawsuits
and from anti-farm activists imposing their agenda
through the courts. The bill faced opposition from
personal injury lawyers and environmental activist
groups who are currently suing Georgia farmers

for nuisance. Unfortunately, Senator Jesse Stone
(R-Waynesboro) offered an amendment which not
only nullified the protections being sought but would
even make farmers more vulnerable than current law.
Unfortunately, his Amendment was passed killing the
efforts to pass this legislation. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. Passed the Senate 28-21.

NFIB | NATHAN HUMPHREY, GA STATE DIRECTOR | 404-522-1290 | NFIB.COM/GA | ¥ @NFIB




7.

Small Business COVID-19 Liability Protections HB
167: The Senate passed one of the strongest pro-
business bills in the country with a substitute on HB
167. This legislation is a comprehensive pro-business
bill necessary to aid in Georgia's recovery from

the COVID-19 crisis. To ensure economic recovery,
businesses need the assurance that when giving their
best efforts to protect employees and the general
public, they in turn will be protected from frivolous
lawsuits.Our public health officials are learning more
about COVID-19 every day and recommendations

are ever-changing in response. As businesses adapt

to this new economy, they require the support of the
legislature to provide a consistent and predictable
legal environment. This legislation is narrowly tailored
to provide targeted relief against frivolous lawsuits
regarding the transmission of COVID-19. A “Yes" votes
supports the NFIB position. Passed the Senate 31-19.

Small Business COVID-19 Liability Protections
Amendment to HB 167: Senator Jesse Stone offered

an amendment which the Personal Injury Lawyer lobby
pushed on the floor would have stripped and effectively
killed the bill. A“No" vote on this amendment
supports the NFIB position. Failed the Senate 24-28.

HOUSE ONLY

o.

10.

Right to Farm Act HB 545 (Rep. Tom McCall):

HB 545 is an attempt to close loopholes and provide
needed clarity to protect farmers from frivolous
lawsuits. The bill addresses current ambiguity in the
law that Georgia shares with other states whose
farmers have fallen victim to frivolous and unwarranted
litigation. A “Yes"” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed the House 107-58.

Agency Deference and Taxpayer Fairness HB 538:
HB 538 levels the playing field for taxpayers and
establishes fairness in cases before the Georgia Tax
Tribunal. Georgia taxpayers are currently faced with an
uneven playing field when challenging tax assessments
or refund denials. This year State Rep. Todd Jones
(R-South Forsyth) introduced HB 538 to address this
question of fairness in Georgia state tax disputes and
to fulfill the mission of the Georgia Tax Tribunal which
was established by the General Assembly in 2012.
Currently, the Tax Tribunal is required to defer to the
Department of Revenue's interpretations of ambiguous
tax statutes and regulations because of Georgia's
adoption of this judicial doctrine stemming from a

U.S Supreme Court decision. HB 535 would allow the
Tax Tribunal to fulfill its purpose as an independent

11.

and autonomous division within the Office of State
Administrative Hearings. Other states including Arizona,
Florida, Wisconsin and Mississippi have already acted to
eliminate agency deference and HB 538 would further
enhance Georgia's status as a fair and equitable place
to live and do business. Ending agency deference in tax
controversies in Georgia is not just the right thing to

do from a legal standpoint, but also from an economic
development and fairness perspective. Unfortunately,
this bill did not come up for a vote in the Senate after

it passed the House. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 158-8.

Premises Liability Protections for Healthcare
Facilities and Businesses SB 359: While weaker than
HB167, the bill that the senate passed out, SB359 does
provide needed protections for businesses. The Act
provides legal protections to businesses, healthcare
facilities and providers from COVID-19 liability claims
for the “transmission, infection, exposure, or potential
exposure” of a person to COVID-19 on the premises
with the following exception: the Act does not protect
facilities against gross negligence, willful and wanton
misconduct, reckless infliction of harm, or intentional
infliction of harm. In addition to the protections
described above, a rebuttable presumption for
assumption of the risk by the claimant exists when an
individual or entity of certain premises posts a sign

at the point of entry using at least one-inch Arial font
placed apart from any other text stating the following:
Warning Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an
injury or death of an individual entering these premises
if such injury or death results from the inherent risks
of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by
entering these premises. A "Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the Senate 34-16. Passed the
House 104-56.
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VOTING KEY

Y = Voted “Yes” N/A = Not enough votes to complete record (five required)
N = Voted “No” - = Not in office at time of vote
* = Absent, Did not vote, or Voted “Present”

SENATE VOTING RECORD

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 %
NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y N Y N 100
LEGISLATOR

Albers, John Y Y Y N Y * Y N 100%
Anderson, Lee Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Anderson, Tonya Y Y Y * N Y N Y  43%
Beach, Brandon Y Y Y N * N Y N  100%
Black, Ellis Y Y Y Y Y N Y N  88%
Brass, Matt Y Y Y N Y N Y N  100%
Burke, Dean Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Butler, Gloria S. N Y N Y N Y N Y 13%
Cowsert, Bill Y Y Y N Y N Y N  100%
Davenport, Gail Y Y Y Y N Y N Y  38%
Dolezal, Greg Y Y N N Y Y Y N  75%
Dugan, Mike Y Y Y N Y * Y N  100%
Ginn, Frank Y Y Y N Y N Y N  100%
Gooch, Steve Y Y * N Y N Y N 100%
Harbin, Marty Y Y Y N Y N Y N  100%
Harbison, Ed N Y Y Y N Y N Y  25%
Harper, Tyler Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Harrell, Sally N Y Y Y N Y N Y o 25%
Heath, Bill Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Henson, Steve N Y Y Y N Y N Y 25%
Hill, Jack Y Y - Y Y - - - N/A
Hufstetler, Chuck Y Y Y * Y Y Y N 86%
Jackson, Lester G. Y Y Y Y Y Y w3 N 71%
James, Donzella Y Y Y * N Y N Y  43%
Jones, Burt i Y w5 N Y N Y N 100%
Jones, Emanuel N Y Y N Y Y Y N 75%
Jones I, Harold V. Y Y Y Y N Y N Y  38%
Jordan, Jennifer N Y Y Y N Y N Y 25%
Karinshak, Zahra N Y Y Y N Y N Y  25%
Kennedy, John F. Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Kirk, Greg+ * - = N Y - - - N/A
Kirkpatrick, Kay Y Y Y N Y Y Y N 88%
Ligon, Jr., William T. Y Y Y Y N Y * * 50%
Lucas, David Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 38%
Martin IV, P.K. * Y Y * * Y Y N  80%
Miller, Butch * Y * Y Y * Y Y 60%
Mullis, Jeff Y Y Y * Y N Y Y 86%
Orrock, Nan N Y Y * N Y N Y 29%
Parent, Elena i Y Y Y N Y N Y  29%
Payne, Chuck Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Rahman, Sheikh N Y Y Y N Y N Y  25%
Rhett, Michael "Doc" Y Y Y Y N Y N Y  38%
Robertson, Randy Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Seay, Valencia Y * * Y N Y * * N/A
Sims, Freddie Powell Y Y Y Y N Y N Y  38%
Stone, Jesse Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 50%
Strickland, Brian Y Y Y Y N N N Y  50%
Summers, Carden+ - Y - N N Y N 80%
Tate, Horacena Y d Y i N Y i Y  40%
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VOTING KEY

Y = Voted “Yes” N/A = Not enough votes to complete record (five required)
N = Voted “No” - = Not in office at time of vote
* = Absent, Did not vote, or Voted “Present”

SENATE VOTING RECORD (Cont'd)

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 %
NFIB POSITION Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100
LEGISLATOR

Thompson, Bruce Y Y Y * N * Y N 83%
Tillery, Blake Y Y * Y N * * * N/A
Tippins, Lindsey Y Y Y * Y Y Y Y  71%
Unterman, Renee S. Y Y * Y N * N Y  33%
Walker, Ill, Larry Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Watson, Ben Y Y Y N Y N Y N 100%
Wilkinson, John Y Y Y N & N Y N 100%
Williams, Nikema N Y N Y N Y N Y 13%

+Senator Carden Summers replaced Senator Greg Kirk in March 2020.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING RECORD

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 9 10 1N %

NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y 100

LEGISLATOR

Alexander, Kimberly N Y Y N Y N 50%
Allen, Erick N Y Y N Y N 50%
Anulewicz, Teri Y Y Y N Y Y 83%
Ballinger, Mandi Y * * Y Y * N/A

Barr, Timothy Y Y Y * Y Y 100%
Marton, Matt Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Bazemore, Debra N Y N N Y N 33%
Beasley-Teague, Sharon Y * Y N * N N/A

Belton, Dave Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Bennett, Karen * Y N N Y N 40%
Bentley, Patty Y Y d S Y o N/A

Benton, Tommy Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Beverly, James * Y N N Y N 40%
Blackmon, Shaw Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Boddie, William N Y N N Y N 33%
Bonner, Josh Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Bruce, Roger N * N N Y N  20%
Buckner, Debbie Y Y Y Y Y N 83%
Burchett, James Y Y Y - Y Y  100%
Burnough, Rhonda N Y N N Y N  33%
Burns, Jon Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Caldwell, Michael N Y Y Y Y Y 83%
Campbell, Joe+ - Y Y - Y Y N/A

Cannon, Park N * N N N N 0%

Cantrell, Wes Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Carpenter, Kasey Y Y * Y * * N/A

Carson, John Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Carter, Doreen N Y N N Y N 33%
Cheokas, Mike Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
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VOTING KEY

Y = Voted “Yes” N/A = Not enough votes to complete record (five required)
N = Voted “No” - = Not in office at time of vote
* = Absent, Did not vote, or Voted “Present”

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING RECORD (Contd)

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 9 10 11 %
NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y 100
LEGISLATOR

Clark, David Y * Y Y Y Y  100%
Clark, Heath Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Clark, Jasmine N Y N N Y N  33%
Collins, | Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Cooke, Kevin Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Cooper, Sharon Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Corbett, John Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Davis, Viola N Y N N Y N 33%
Dempsey, Katie Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Dickerson, Pam Y Y Y Y Y *  100%
Dickey, Robert Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Dollar, Matt Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Douglas, Demetrius N Y Y * Y N 60%
Drenner, Karla Y Y N * * N N/A
Dreyer, David N * N N N N 0%
Dubnik, Matt Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Dukes, Winfred N Y N Y * N 40%
Dunahoo, Emory * Y N Y Y Y  80%
Efstration, Chuck Y * Y * Y Y N/A
Ehrhart, Ginny Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
England, Terry Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Erwin, Chris * Y Y * Y Y N/A
Evans, Becky N Y N N Y N 33%
Fleming, Barry Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Frazier, Gloria N * N N Y N 20%
Frye, Spencer N Y N N Y N 33%
Gaines, Houston Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Gambill, Matthew Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Gardner, Pat Y Y Y N Y *  80%
Gilliard, Carl Y * N Y * N N/A
Gilligan, Sheri Y * N Y Y Y  80%
Glanton, Mike Y * * Y * * N/A
Gordon, J. Craig N Y * N Y N 40%
Gravley, Micah Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Greene, Gerald Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Gullett, Joseph Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Gurtler, Matt N * N N Y Y  40%
Harrell, Brett Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Hatchett, Matt Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Hawkins, Lee Y * Y Y Y Y 100%
Henson, Michele Y Y N N Y N 50%
Hill, Dewayne Y Y * Y Y * N/A
Hitchens, Bill Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Hogan, Don Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Holcomb, Scott N Y Y N Y Y 67%
Holland, Betsy N Y Y N Y *  60%
Holly, E-Mahdi N Y N Y Y N 50%
Holmes, Susan * * Y * Y * N/A
Hopson, CaMia N Y N N Y *  40%
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VOTING KEY

Y = Voted “Yes” N/A = Not enough votes to complete record (five required)
N = Voted “No” - = Not in office at time of vote
* = Absent, Did not vote, or Voted “Present”

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING RECORD (Contd)

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 9 10 11 %
NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y 100
LEGISLATOR

Houston, Penny Y * Y Y Y Y  100%
Howard, Henry "Wayne" Y * N N Y * N/A
Hugley, Carolyn Y Y N N Y N 50%
Hutchinson, Shelly N Y N N Y N  33%
Jackson, Derrick N w3 N N Y & N/A
Jackson, Mack * Y Y N Y N  60%
Jasperse, Rick Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Jones, Jan Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Jones, Jeff Y Y Y & Y Y  100%
Jones, Sheila Y * N N Y N  40%
Jones, Todd & & Y Y Y Y N/A
Jones, Vernon * Y Y N * * N/A
Kausche, Angelika N Y N N Y N 33%
Kelley, Trey Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Kendrick, Dar'shun Y Y N N Y N  50%
Kennard, Gregg N Y N N Y * o 40%
Kirby, Tom Y Y Y Y * Y  100%
Knight, David Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
LaHood, John Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
LaRiccia, Dominic Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Lopez Romero, Brenda N Y N N N N 17%
Lott, Jodi Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Lumsden, Eddie Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Marin, Pedro "Pete" N * * N Y * N/A
Martin, Chuck Y Y Y * Y Y  100%
Mathiak, Karen Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Mathis, Danny Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
McCall, Tom * Y Y Y Y Y 100%
McClain, Dewey Y * N N Y N 40%
Mclaurin, Josh Y Y N N Y N 50%
MclLeod, Donna N Y N N Y N  33%
Meeks, Steven Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Metze, Marie N Y N Y Y N 50%
Mitchell, Billy N Y N N Y N  33%
Momtahan, Martin Y * Y Y Y Y  100%
Moore, Beth N Y N N Y N  33%
Moore, Colton Y Y N Y Y Y  83%
Morris, Greg Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Morris, Marc Y * Y Y Y Y  100%
Nelson, Sheila N Y N N Y N 33%
Newton, Mark Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Nguyen, Bee N Y N * N N 20%
Nix, Randy Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Oliver, Mary Margaret Y Y N N Y Y 67%
Paris, Miriam N Y N N Y N 33%
Park, Sam N Y N N N N 17%
Parrish, Butch Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Parsons, Don Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Petrea, Jesse Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
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VOTING KEY

Y = Voted “Yes” N/A = Not enough votes to complete record (five required)
N = Voted “No” - = Not in office at time of vote
* = Absent, Did not vote, or Voted “Present”

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING RECORD (Contd)

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 9 10 11 %
NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y 100
LEGISLATOR

Pirkle, Clay Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Powell, Alan Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Powell, Jay+ Y = Y Y = = N/A
Prince, Brian N Y Y Y Y N 67%
Pruett, Jimmy Y * Y Y * * N/A
Pullin, Ken N Y N * Y Y 60%
Ralston, David w3 & & w3 & & N/A
Reeves, Bert Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Rhodes, Trey Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Rich, Bonnie Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Ridley, Jason Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Robichaux, Mary N Y N Y Y N  50%
Rogers, Terry Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Rutledge, Dale Y Y N Y Y Y 83%
Rynders, Ed+ * = = Y = = N/A
Sainz, Steven Y * Y Y Y Y  100%
Schofield, Kim N Y N N w3 N 20%
Scoggins, Mitchell Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Scott, Sandra N Y N N N N 17%
Setzler, Ed * Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Shannon, Renitta N Y N N N N 17%
Sharper, Dexter N Y N Y Y N 50%
Silcox, Deborah Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Singleton, Philip+ - Y N - Y Y N/A
Smith, Lynn * * Y Y Y Y N/A
Smith, Michael * Y Y N Y N 60%
Smith, Richard Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Smith, Vance Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Smyre, Calvin * Y * N Y Y 75%
Stephens, Mickey * * * * * * N/A
Stephens, Ron Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Stephenson, Pam N * * N Y * N/A
Stovall, Valencia Y Y Y Y Y N 83%
Stover, David+ N - - Y - - N/A
Tankersley, Jan Y * Y Y Y Y  100%
Tanner, Kevin Y * Y Y Y Y 100%
Tarvin, Steve Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Taylor, Darlene Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Thomas, "Able" Mable N B Y Y Y N 60%
Thomas, Erica N Y N N N N 17%
Trammell, Robert N Y N N Y N  33%
Turner, Scot Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Washburn, Dale B Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Watson, Sam Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Welch, Andrew o Y wS & Y Y N/A
Werkheiser, Bill Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Wiedower, Marcus Y Y Y Y Y Y 100%
Wilensky, Mike N * Y N Y Y  60%
Wilkerson, David N Y N N & N 20%
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VOTING KEY

Y = Voted “Yes” N/A = Not enough votes to complete record (five required)
N = Voted “No” - = Not in office at time of vote
* = Absent, Did not vote, or Voted “Present”

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTING RECORD (Contd)

ISSUE NUMBER 1 2 3 9 10 N %

NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y Y Y 100

LEGISLATOR

Williams, Al N Y N Y Y N 50%
Williams, Mary Frances N Y N N Y N  33%
Williams, Jr., Noel Y Y Y Y & Y  100%
Williams, Rick Y Y Y Y Y *  100%
Williamson, Bruce Y Y Y Y Y Y  100%
Wilson, Matthew N Y N N Y Y 50%
Yearta, Bill+ - Y Y - Y Y N/A

+Representative Joe Campbell replaced Jay Powell in January 2020.
+Representative Bill Yearta replaced Ed Rynders in December 2019.
+Representative Philip Singleton replaced David Stover in October 2019.
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