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Title: Exploring the Role of Women in the American Civil Rights Movement 

 

Introduction: 

The American Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s is often portrayed as a struggle led 

by prominent male figures such as Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. However, recent 

scholarship has highlighted the significant contributions of women to the movement, both on the 

frontlines of activism and behind the scenes. This research paper proposes to explore the role of 

women in the American Civil Rights Movement, examining their leadership, activism, and 

contributions to the advancement of civil rights. 

 

Research Objectives: 

 

• To investigate the leadership roles of women in the Civil Rights Movement, including 

their involvement in grassroots organizing, protest movements, and community activism. 

• To analyze the strategies and tactics employed by women activists in the fight for civil 

rights, including their use of nonviolent resistance, legal advocacy, and coalition building. 

• To examine the intersections of race, gender, and class in shaping the experiences of 

women activists in the Civil Rights Movement, including the challenges they faced and 

the barriers they encountered. 

• To explore the contributions of lesser-known women activists to the Civil Rights 

Movement, shedding light on their stories and experiences. 

• To assess the impact of women's activism on the broader struggle for civil rights, 

including its influence on legislation, public opinion, and social change. 

 

Methodology: 

This research paper will utilize a combination of primary and secondary sources to explore the 

role of women in the Civil Rights Movement. Primary sources will include archival materials, 

oral histories, and personal accounts of women activists, providing firsthand perspectives on 

their experiences and contributions. Secondary sources, including scholarly books, articles, and 

documentaries, will offer historical context, theoretical frameworks, and comparative analyses to 

enrich the research. 

 

Expected Outcomes: 



 

 

By examining the role of women in the Civil Rights Movement, this research paper aims to 

highlight the often overlooked contributions of women to the advancement of civil rights in 

America. Through an analysis of their leadership, activism, and resilience, this research seeks to 

challenge traditional narratives of the Civil Rights Movement and celebrate the diverse voices 

and experiences of women activists. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, this research paper proposes to explore the role of women in the American Civil 

Rights Movement, shedding light on their leadership, activism, and contributions to the 

advancement of civil rights. By centering the experiences of women activists, this research aims 

to provide a more inclusive and comprehensive understanding of the Civil Rights Movement and 

its impact on American society. 

 


