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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING

God himself will come to save us.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10

The desert and the parched land will exult;
the steppe will rejoice and bloom.

They will bloom with abundant flowers,
and rejoice with joyful song.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to them,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the hands that are feeble,
make firm the knees that are weak,

say to those whose hearts are frightened:
Be strong, fear not!

Here is your God,
he comes with vindication;

with divine recompense
he comes to save you.

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,
the ears of the deaf be cleared;

then will the lame leap like a stag,
then the tongue of the mute will sing.

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return
and enter Zion singing,
crowned with everlasting joy;

they will meet with joy and gladness,
sorrow and mourning will flee.

The word of the Lord.

7 A
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Sunday within the Octave of Christmas

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

When a Sunday does not occur between December 25 and January 1, this
feast is celebrated on December 30 with only one reading before the Gospel.

FIRST READING

Those who fear the Lord honor their parents.

A reading from the Book of Sirach 3:2–7, 12–14

God sets a father in honor over his children;
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons.

Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them.

When he prays, he is heard;
he stores up riches who reveres his mother.

Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children,
and, when he prays, is heard.

Whoever reveres his father will live a long life;
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother.

My son, take care of your father when he is old;
grieve him not as long as he lives.

Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him;
revile him not all the days of his life;

kindness to a father will not be forgotten,
firmly planted against the debt of your sins
—a house raised in justice to you.

The word of the Lord.

17 A B C



SECOND READING

We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to many, 
but to those who are called, the wisdom of God.

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
1:22–25

Brothers and sisters:
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 

but we proclaim Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

The word of the Lord.

VERSE BEFORE THE GOSPEL Jn 3:16

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal

life.

GOSPEL

Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

= A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 2:13–25

Since the Passover of the Jews was near,
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, 
and doves, 

as well as the money changers seated there.

210 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT — B [29]
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING

They read from the book of the Law and they understood what was read.

A reading from the Book of Nehemiah 8:2–4a, 5–6, 8–10

Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly,
which consisted of men, women,

and those children old enough to understand.
Standing at one end of the open place that was before the

Water Gate,
he read out of the book from daybreak till midday,
in the presence of the men, the women,
and those children old enough to understand;
and all the people listened attentively to the book of the law.

Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform 
that had been made for the occasion.

He opened the scroll
so that all the people might see it
—for he was standing higher up than any of the people—;
and, as he opened it, all the people rose.

Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God,
and all the people, their hands raised high, answered, 
“Amen, amen!”

Then they bowed down and prostrated themselves before the
LORD,

their faces to the ground.
Ezra read plainly from the book of the law of God,

interpreting it so that all could understand what was read.
Then Nehemiah, that is, His Excellency, and Ezra the priest-

scribe
and the Levites who were instructing the people
said to all the people:
“Today is holy to the LORD your God.

69 C
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING

The word is very near to you: you have only to carry it out.

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 30:10–14

Moses said to the people:
“If only you would heed the voice of the LORD, your God,

and keep his commandments and statutes
that are written in this book of the law,
when you return to the LORD, your God,
with all your heart and all your soul.

“For this command that I enjoin on you today
is not too mysterious and remote for you.

It is not up in the sky, that you should say,
‘Who will go up in the sky to get it for us
and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?’

Nor is it across the sea, that you should say,
‘Who will cross the sea to get it for us
and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?’

No, it is something very near to you,
already in your mouths and in your hearts;
you have only to carry it out.”

The word of the Lord.

C105
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING

Humble yourself and you will find favor with God.

A reading from the Book of Sirach 3:17–18, 20, 28–29

My child, conduct your affairs with humility,
and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.

Humble yourself the more, the greater you are,
and you will find favor with God.

What is too sublime for you, seek not,
into things beyond your strength search not.

The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs,
and an attentive ear is the joy of the wise.

Water quenches a flaming fire,
and alms atone for sins.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 68:4–5, 6–7, 10–11

r (cf. 11b) God, in your goodness, you have made a home
for the poor.

The just rejoice and exult before God;
they are glad and rejoice.

Sing to God, chant praise to his name,
whose name is the LORD.

r God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the
poor.

The father of orphans and the defender of widows
is God in his holy dwelling.

God gives a home to the forsaken;
he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.

126 C
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Thirty-Fourth or Last Sunday in Ordinary Time

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
THE KING

FIRST READING

As for you, my flock, I will judge between one sheep and another.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 34:11–12, 15–17

Thus says the Lord GOD:
I myself will look after and tend my sheep. 

As a shepherd tends his flock
when he finds himself among his scattered sheep,
so will I tend my sheep.

I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered
when it was cloudy and dark. 

I myself will pasture my sheep;
I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. 

The lost I will seek out,
the strayed I will bring back,
the injured I will bind up,
the sick I will heal,
but the sleek and the strong I will destroy,
shepherding them rightly.

As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD,
I will judge between one sheep and another,
between rams and goats.

The word of the Lord.

160 A
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These sequences are for optional use, with the exception of Easter Sunday
and Pentecost Sunday, when the text proper to those days is obligatory (Cf.
General Instruction of the Roman Missal, n. 40). The Latin text is given here for
use in those particular circumstances where it may be pastorally suitable, and
especially when they are sung according to the plain chant melodies found in
the Graduale Romanum.

Throughout the Easter Octave

(Graduale Romanum 1974, pp. 198–199)

On Pentecost Sunday

Victimæ paschali laudes
immolent Christiani.

Agnus redemit oves:
Christus innocens Patri
reconciliavit peccatores.

Mors et vita duello
conflixere mirando:
duæ vitæ mortuus regnat vivus.

Dic nobis, Maria,
quid vidisti in via?

Sepulcrum Christi viventis,
et gloriam vidi resurgentis

Angelicos testes,
sudarium et vestes.

Surrexit Christus spes mea:
præcedet suos in Galilæam.

Scimus Christum surrexisse
a mortuis vere:
tu nobis, victor Rex, miserere.

Veni, Sancte Spiritus,
et emitte cælitus
lucis tuæ radium.

Veni, pater pauperum,
veni, dator munerum,
veni, lumen cordium.

Consolator optime,
dulcis hospes animæ,
dulce refrigerium.

In labore requies,
in æstu temperies,
in fletu solacium.

O lux beatissima,
reple cordis intima
tuorum fidelium.

Sine tuo numine,
nihil est in homine,
nihil est innoxium.

Lava quod est sordidum,
riga quod est aridum,
sana quod est saucium.

Flecte quod est rigidum,
fove quod est frigidum,
rege quod est devium.
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