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pHOTOGRAPHER Coastal Living

by STEPHEN SHARPE

Though ravaged by periodic hurricanes and economic !
doldrums for aver a century, much of Galveston’s mag-
nificent architecture survives. The island city’s glory days,
the three decades that preceded the devastating storm
of 1900, are recalled in its richly detailed commercial
edifices and stately Victorian-era homes. More than a
collection of fine individual buildings, Galveston in the late
nineteenth century comprised a tightly knit network of
residential districts within walking distance of workplaces,
cultural institutions, and public amenities.
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Michael G. Imber, FAIA, and project manager Brandan Moss have
conjured up those bygone days in a house designed at Beachtown. a New
Urbanism development that is taking shape near the eastern tip of Galves-
ton Island. Imber is among a handful of architects sanctioned by Beach-
town’s developer to either design houses for future residents or approve
the plans devised by other commissioned designers. Three of Imber's
creations have been built, including one designed as an “idea house” for
Coastal Living magazine. Completed in 2008, the dwelling — stylistically
defined as Carpenter Gothic — exudes Beachtown's carefully managed
ethos of casual seaside luxury.

Withiits 4,000 square feet stacked on three levels, the house stands just
inside the dunes on a corner lot that offers wide -openviews to the Gulf of
Mexico and to alarge swath of greenspace next door. The site — indeed, all
of Beachtown —islocated several hundred feet outbound from Galveston’s
seawall, a concrete bulwark erected to protect the city from storm surges.
On the inbound side of the 10-mile-long seawall, populated areas have
been systematically elevated over time to avoid catastrophic inundation
such as that which killed an estimated 6,000 people in September 1900.

Following in the wake of Hurricane Ike's direct hit in 2008, the City of
Galveston toughened its residential code bymandatingthatthe firstlevel of
occupancy of all new beachfront properties be built 19 feet above sea level.
That revision adhered to FEMA's post-Tke recommendations for base flood
elevation (BFE). The municipality’s new height requirement posed a central
challenge for designers obliged to create high-end beach houses for well-
heeled clients. Yet, going even further to protect future homeowners from
potential flood damage, Beachtown developer Tofigh Shirazi set the height
requirement to three feet above BFE after Hurricane Rita in 2005.

So how does an architect resolve such an extreme requirement while
accommodating homeowners who expect effortless movement from auto to
abode? Elevators, of course, are essential. Additionally, Imberand Moss have
integrated avertical entry sequence that breaks down the ascent into a series
of manageable intervals. First, one steps up to a raised porch to access the
front door that opens to a utilitarian vestibule. Second, one either chooses
thelift option or mounts a flight of stairs that wraps the elevator shaft. The
program appears to be the model used throughout the development.

Similar to the additional height requirement imposed at Beachtown,
says Shirazi, the rigorous construction methods exceed the recommen-
dations of the Institute for Business and Home Safety. Materials include
concrete piers and columns, steel framing, impact-resistant glazing, and
exterior components that can withstand hurricane-force winds. (For the
record, the Idea House withstood Ike's assault with only minor damage.)

As with the Idea House's cottage-like exterior, the interiors feature
refined details reminiscent of earlier times along the Gulf coast. Twelve-
foot ceilings accentuate the long and narrow floor plans of the two upper
levels, each bisected lengthwise by a hallway. The traditionalist layout
maximizes natural ventilation complemented by a linear cupola on the
roof with operable vents that also bring in additional sunlight.

Inaddition to the house’s indoor] ivingspaces are several exterior ones,
mainly the four commodious verandas as well as the ground-floor pool.
From this breezy spot, a pair of wide doors offer access to the garageunder-
neath the first occupied level. Strictly functional, the room is bounded on
twosides withslatted walls designed to allow high winds and waterto flow
through when the inevitable next hurricane visits Galveston.

Stephen Sharpe is the editor of Texas Architect:
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MAIN LIVING LEVEL
| ELEVATOR
2STAIR LOFT
3DINING ROOM
4 GREAT ROOM
5PORCH
BKITCHEN
7 FAMILY ROOM
BPOWDER ROOM
9BATHROOM
10 BEDROOM
11 LIBRARY
12 MECHANICAL
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The Coastal Living Idea House was completed in mid-2008 just before Hurricane lke's
eye passed over Beachtown that September, devastating parts of Galveston Island and
nearby communities. Beachtown emerged from the storm surge relatively unscathed,
which the developer contributes to the high quality of construction and materials used.
The Idea House, designed by the San Antonio firm Michael G. Imber, Architects, exem-
plifies the historical character that influences all the buildings at the New Urbanism
enclave. Architects devising plans for Beachtown must resolve a significant design
problem: how to create a welcoming entry that allows occupants and their guests to
ascend from ground level to the first occupied floor, a height of 20 feet ahove grade
(24 feet above sea level).

RESOURCES BUILDING MATERIALS: Galveston Wholesale; PavERs: Belgard; concrere columns: Coastal Columns;
HOLLOW CORE CONCRETE FLOORING: Gate Concrete Products; Lumeer: |deal Lumber; EXTERIOR MOLDINGS: Hayes
Carpentry; exteior TRil: MTZ Construction; INTerior TR caBINeTRY: CCm Custom Cabinets & Wood Interiors;

cusTom moLoiwg: The Detering Co.; DECKING, TRIM & MOLDING: AZEK Building Products; EXTERIOR INSULATION: Energy

Guard Foam Insulators; siome: James Hardie; METAL ROOFING: MBCI (Brinkmann Roofing Co.); wooD DooRs AND

winoows: JELD-WEN (Grogan Building Supply); 6ARAGE DOORS: Overhead Door Co. of Houston; etass: M Glass;

1ite: Chico Tile; wooo rLooring: Total Floors; paimTs: Valspar; Faucers: Kohler; noorkNoBs: Schlage; COUNTERTOPS:
Silestone of Houston; ournoor cABANA: AAA AWNINGS; KITCHEN CABINETS: KraftMaid (Design by Dimension);
uching: Bevolo Gas & Electric Lights; LANDSCAPE LIGHTING: Outdoor Lighting Perspectives of Houston; suinos,
swurters: Hunter Douglas (Creative Blinds); woop PATIO FURNITURE: Agio; CUSHION FABRIC: Sunbrella; LIGHTNING
protection: Bonded Lightning Protection; av: Audio Video Rescue; Av waL Brackers: Chief Mig.; secoriy
cameras: HomeWATCH Security Cameras/American Industrial Cameras; eLevator: Waupaca Elevator Co.;
CUSTOM WOODEN RETURN AIR sRiLLes: Worth Home Products
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BEACHTOWN DIRECTIONS ' .
BEACHTOWN 1S LOCATED ON THE |||

EAST END OF GALVESTON ISLAND.

Ramiar Road

FROM HOUSTON, TAKE 145 SOUTH Seszide Dr
TO GALVESTON ISLAND. 145 WILL
TERMINATE ONTO BROADWAY.
CONTINUE THROUGH TOWN |74 s
ABOUT 4 MILES, THEN BEAR LEFT [©7 " =
ONTO SEAWALL BLVD. TURN
RIGHT ONTO APFFEL PARK DRIVE
(ND LIGHT). BEACHTOWN IS
JUST AHEAD.
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