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PEOP]-I': COI\4E FRON4 AI-L OVER the wotld to

caLch the nragic ol the Frcl.rch (]r-raner. The

quaint ambiance is irarticular-1y s1:ccial zrt night,

rvhen Bcvolo g:rs lanlcrns se t o1'l atnrospheric

spots of light {t"orn rnany of ther historic llurlclings

Thcse lcgenclar)r lantetr-is are the work of Drew

Bevolo; hjs tincle, Jim; ancl their creator, Andrer.v

Bevolo Sr.

Andrer.r' llevolo'-s journcy to Royal Str-cct

began at agc 13. whcn he ci:lttre to the LJnited

StaLes {iom ltaly to wttrl< {or Forcl in Detloit. ln
Worlcl \Var ll. hc leanrcci thc rive ting llrc)cess

whilc lvotking on airplanes. I-atct, he workecl

with i\ndrerv Higgins building PT btlats. ln

1945, as a maste r craftsman, he decicled to use

his cr.rppelsmiLl'r skills to operl his owrr sl-rop to

rcpair old fixtures. Bcvolo lt4e tal Cralts was

born.
At this time , Nerv Orleanrans werc bringirig

gas lirntert-ns back fi'om Lorrdon, rvherc the

fixturcs rvcrc macle rvitl.r solde r-ed scatlrs. Atrdrerv

noticed that ovet-tiine these soldelecl scal11s Lralrc

aparl. As an alternative , lre cl^ealccl rivcts by

hancl. This r:nicluc innov:rlion of hand rlvcting is

used to this clay A rnajol crttrtt'ibulor to the
J lr::
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ffi*s *nd ffilset'i* il#ht,ds

historl, ol gas lighting. it helpccl makc llcvolo uniqtle .

The continr,rirtg Ilevolo st-or,v is all rrbout lracliLton.

cluality and value. Tbcla;t as you r.r'all< itrltl the Vieux

61119 11,1')rkshop o[ Bevolo (rirs and Elcctrrc Lightmg,

)rour c)res t.nccl the historl' of an tlngoing trade that no

" 
rl"irl

othcr business o[ its kincl can slrrpass. llanclmac]c

chanclclier-s ilnd lante tns sparkle on the rvtde ccdar
bcrrrrecl ce iling. 

-l'hc 
agcd-brick walls arc cltlltcd r'vith thc

orrginal clcsigns ol sonre ol Lhe l0(l flstr:res Bcvolcr

nrakcs. Trrols aLrcl ecluipmeni ficm the pilst arcl

tlror,rght fi-rl1;' placcd

tl'rr-oughor-rt the marn rc)om

dou.nstairs. lt is casy' to

pi ctr-rrc r,i'hele ;\nc[rer'r'

llevolo Sr. nrust lrave ltet:n

siLting r,vl'rcn rcnorvnccl

archirect r\. 11a1,'s lown
irrquiled about ti.tc "gas

lantelns" hanging ouisidc
the shop.

Ilwn r.vas walking
thlor"rgh the Frcnch ()uaner-

sketching lighLs fol the

clcslgn ol' the Architcctr-rrc

Sclrool at what is now th€l

L)niversitl' ol Louisiana at

L:lfayette r,vhen lre hcard

some tick-taps coming lron]
thc slrop t'n Ro)-al 5trtct.
Entcr ing, he saici io Bevolo,

"Hey,, 1nit1at, c:atr you ntal<c



Illc a iighl {'ixtilrcl'. Bevol-r rcrpliccl, "ll you carr drnr,r'it, I can

make rt." lbwr ancl Be|L)lr) teantfrl Lrlt t() rnakc sr[1g i5 11eu'

Blrrio'.s traclemark, thc Freuch ()uartcl lanLern. it camc to
bc usccl thlr-ru,ghoLrt thc Frcnch (]rrartcr, tlrns earnlng rts
ccleblaicd name .

''1\4v glanclfathcr clrti lights fbl lll or,er ilre French
()r-r;rrrcr," sa_vs Drt-ni "ltls a sirame that solne ol the l:cst are

in the corrrlvarcls Lh:rt no ()ne gcts to see ," he lameuts.
1n tocl:n'ls constantl)' changing culture , lvith its dem;rnds

for-clorng things cheape r ancl lastcr, Bcvrlio has marntaLncci
1lrr,' iLrtcgritv of Andrerv Bevoio Sr. lti' making each fixture
indiviclual]v: hancl riverecl by, coppelsrliths sclrooiecl rn the
trachtional me thc)ds o1'metah,vorking. h'r tirc crcattvc proccss
tiut bcgrns r,r,ith solicl shceis of c(rllpcr, cralismen use shears,
templatcs ancl old nrachinerli

'Coppcr cloesnt rust an<1 r.vill hold to,qerhe r rhrough
irarl, sleeL, rain. \Vc are ltresenlly dersigning iights rn thc
Baharnas anci ibr a rcsorL rn the Ca)-man lslantls. Wc do a

lot ol rl,orl< in Flonda Cautcrizecl lights u'ilL cone .lll;l11 in
theu climate," cxplains L)rew.

"Oiir lights are clcsigncd with flor,v-rhror"rgh ventilation
systenrs, rvith air coming in thc borton.r and going or-rt thc
top. 1}:raL has to bc consrant ancl ste ady. Fiames that iile
too high rvjll brcak ttrc giass," Drei.v explains. "ln 63 year-s,

the onl), irme thc lights er,er wcnt ollt rn thc French

QuarLe r was cluring Katnna."
Whcn thc lighLs are linishe d, rhcy arc oriclizcd ancl

agecl ttr look at least 1il to 20 vcars o1cl. Accor-chng ro
Drer', ''l'hc hghts look likc thcy havr alwnvs bce n in
hisLoric locirlc-. such as tlre -fhonrlrs 

Jcfle rson I:l,ruse ot-

tlic Llniversitv ol Vrrgrrria. Evcn thouith tl-rcrc r,v:,rs ro gas

or electricrty in 1776, people still think these are the
originai llg1-rts "

Thc unrclue Ber.'rltr prtrcess lrrc filsirioncd several 
r

hr,rndrecl established clesigns requested by architecrs and . ;id;:-.*':':;
designcrs. Thc French Qi-rarter'lantem js the most popular.
erther {hmiiiar st;-'lcs inclr-rde tlre Lonclou strect 1amp, colonial+t*l . . ' 

,,
Willi:rmslrr-rrg rnrl Lladitirrnrl t oaclr lrousc llrrte rn.. Bcrolo - +
ncver discontinucs ir stric ancl wi'Il take carc r:f its products ' " ':- " ;i
lbr Lheir lifcrir-ne . i'

I)relv r,vorks rn'itl-r buildcrs, rrchitects, dcsigners itruL-. *,rr. -. ' , .,,

intenor dcsigncrs. He has clone the lighring lor.horne pians . ,q
in Sor-rthcrn Accenrs, Coastal Ltvir:rg, Sonrhern l,-iving, .*-G rill?is..,r,,r;;

Tr:aditional Home , Verancla and Cttrragr Living. 
.fhc 

fii:m has t, n{r+;;+|l;ii

mrde ligirts lbr the Ritz Carlton courryards, I{anah'.s, Donaid;&-, .,1l.
Ii-r-rmps 3ll,rnillicrn-ciollar penrhor:sc, Harry ConnickJr., -. ' :.. I
C,eorgc Bush Sr-. ancl varic'rus sports figures. BevolO lights a1p,;,.;.::;:'.*;;''{. ",-
rn )t) strtcs lnd 28 cr.tullics.

"As a ,voung bovl I can remeilber learning the trade
Iionr my grandfathcr and Uncle Junrn1,, who stressed the
.imilrrrt;rncc of qualitl', tracliLion, beauty., fr,rnction and ",: .

attention to detail wlth the enthuslasilt o[ trtre master
cra[tsmen. l'his craftsmans enthusrasn'r is ti.re foundatiqn-
that built ancl continl-les to help grow this comltauy intcr

tlre largest manufactuler oI hancl-nrade coppe]r lixLures rn
the r.voricl,'' s;rys Drew. proudly N

,*;
Bcvo/o hrr.s ttpanclcd fo l/re northsho rt:. A nct+' rctaii slor'e;''res'l;ii;s;f i:

/11rl/ltl,(i'tl /lv.l,rlil1ll-!r',i{ iittirrn Citiii Br'rrrltr. is lo,,ttiJ.il 6O'JOl

Flu4r .59 itt Mantlcvilk, talephrmc 985-241)-6A+0. A lJcvirlo "*- ' L *.*
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