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t their home near Washington, D.C., every morn-
ing zooms from zero to 60 within seconds for
Trish and Gene Scalia and their household. Six
children, five schools in two different states,
sports, and familygatherings test Trish's efficiency

' and organizational skills, which pass with flying
colors. So when the Scalias moved into their home in 2005, Trish-
who serves as $.ife, mom, and familyfield marshal-planned a realis-
tic renor.ation schedule that would accommodate her brood plus al-
low time to contemplate the changes she and Gene wanted to make.

"\\'e lived ln the house for three years before starting the reno-
vation process," says Trish. "By living in it for so long, we were able
to rea1l1' pinpoint what the house was missing."

To rervork the structure into an updated haven, Trish used her
managerial prowess to assemble a renovation team that included
crsisner \Vhitney Stewart and architect Donald Lococo. The tu.o
' - rred fbrces to create a design happiiy reflecting the tastes ofboth
l:-sr and Gene, a modern couple with classic sensibilities.

''The house initially featured dark colors," says Stewart. "The
S:.1-:s are traditionalists, and wanted their home to have a fresh.
.."jihful look, and much of that is dependent on color choices."
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ELEGANT FABRICS AND GRACEFUL FORMS SCFTEN AND ENHANCE THE FF

Stewart began her part of the redo with a face-lift in the foyer,

including new striped wallpaper plus a pair of graphic 6tagbres

standing on either side of an arch. But not everlthing was so sym-

metrical. A round table was charmingly draped to the floor in shim-

mery silk toppedwith a square of taupe-and-ivory damask.

The living room's major change resulted in a new term that
would become part of the Scalias' renovation lexicon-"Donald
Doors." Lococo's solution for providing easier access to the large
yard was to replace existing windows in both the living and family
rooms with French doors. In the living room, the doors are set on

either side ofthe marble fireplace and lead to a new side porch fit-
ted with a clever wall ofpainted shutters that control light and pro-

vide privacy. The addition of the porch not only pleasingly alters

the home's exterior but also supplies an architectural reference to

Trish's native New Orleans. Putting a porch on the side of the

house greatly improved the traffic pattern, says Lococo. "Exchang-

ing the windows for full-height French doors started that journey."

tz2 ff Aprilzotz

Traffic flov,'is inportant in anyhome, but Trish had a particular
reason for :as=le--ree circulation. Every year, in honor of her

hometor'.r ::.r,::,.r. she and Gene host a large Mardi Gras party,

and Tris|- c-::- :-,','=: anv of u,hat she describes as "dead ends."

The :-:--:.; .- -::-. r','here fundamentals of geometry guide the

design. .-:-.,.'. -:r .-::.:ral light. Understanding that Trish and Gene

didn : -; :r:: .:-. : -. :: cluttered bywalls loaded with paintings, Stew-

arir :r:. .'.:::-::: ;r:cles stenciled in gold onto the raffia-covered
s-a1... .,. , : ..--::::ditional space acontemporarylift.

-:+ - - : ::-..:-, -nagine, an avid cook with six kids puts a great

H::---.--. :-. -. ,- - ; ri her renovation list. But unlike other couples
\.r,':r :: :, : -- -::n kitchen/family room space, Trish chose a
h-:-.=: ..-..:.:.::s cn its own.

'-,;,. . . . - : -itogetherness, so separationof spaceswasim-
: r::-.' :-: :.'--.'ns. "Iwantedtobeabletobeinmykitchenand
r:'. : . : : :,-,.-,t1'to talk with one of my children without ev-

:t-, i.: : :: : -: ::in'to the conversation."
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= FRESH, YOUTHFUL LOOK OF THE HOMF'S REN
,\l

Trish employed a tactic from u,hich man'cou1d profit: She pho_ .! \. '
tographed every item in the cabinets ancl dra*'ers of her ord kitch- , 

" .en and presented the photos to kitchen designer Nancy Thornett
so she could accommodate Trish's u-ork style in the room,s redo.

Walls dividing the existing pantry from the kitchen were

&

=

knocked down and replaced rrith e.lass cabinets to create an
airy transition into the vnork space. Tu,o islands allow for handy
figure-B circulation and eliminaie unusable space that often
accompanies oversized islands. S-:;- ti:e Scalias do not allow com_
puters in the children's rooms. " :._: ..: -L,mputer desks flank the
opening to the breakfast area.

The iengthy renovation pr.,:js r:,.*,r:_ a lot ofpatience from
everyone, but, insists Trish. .-_- ir j-_:t l:,rduct was worth the
wait.Wechangedthehouse .-... -::-- ..._ _- =ttirefamilyinaction.
It's ahome createdforour n::-: -.._,. :_ :_,-.-th memories.,,m
Architect: Do ".o . o.o o lnterior c€s -:-:.
Kitchen designer: Nancy rf a.-. Fcr -3"5 -,:,- :: : r, see sources on page 144


