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by Ui LeSianr-Bery | prntography by Chad Chanim

As you drive along St. Charles Avenue in New Orleans,
you are bkely to see many interesting homes,

and may even catch a glimpse of the lifestyle and
personalities of the people who live there. The new
owners of a2 histonic landmark residence say that
people in streetcars are continuously taking pictures
of their home while passmg by on the avenue. With
its commandmg presence, the sprawling house has
generated much mterest among wsitors and locals
through the years
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The hnuse s irained contiderable dam Ape dinng ftredans EBErina
znd was consoguently renovaled. The comrent owners moved i it
hastore resadeno: one yedr ap The prar owmer, 2 contracar, laal
just completed 2R extensive rencvation ol the bome and gardens. ~INa
FEnOVElE WETe NEcestaty when we porchated the houss i the
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ihe Frasius MIntssn et mrmany inbevest mg leatunes LNiming s
ir2-yeaT-ond hiztory. it has been expended seversl times. resaliing
in 3 16 Eoo-sogare-lool. siv-jevel hose with 2 Bl ai s palell ZTA
mruluple fevraces. prd “secrel” gerdens thai the new owners oEaied
Come of e shmibs and trees (aome 5 Charles were tegtalled 1
ihe poal area from people traversng the svenpe. The mmly woiked
with |zndocs pe grchitea Pairice Grmloy 1o eelzshaon the g
The family has embeaced the history of ihe hoase and ifs st
archmeciure, vet they e created a home that has a reloxod ¢
simosphers. “This &= nol 3 musenm. © =ays one of the home:
3w T granaimiod e wcho 15 wery BCtiie m the lves of fies
grandchibdren. “1i iz & hosse that is well leed in. My b
harve had &% sy 2% of lods spendang it mighi on the we
grandchildren’s inonds ane always here. |1 was never oo
miake this inlo an untouchable hogse, ™ the adds. "W
inteior with the children in mind. They especiaky
and Pame héatre thal == pul in 2s.a Chnsinas preser
The owniers’ daughier desegned the homs ilwesi
Carpeting dEpicung mowe reeks Znd popoore anid b
recliners. Alzo instalied were vanous elctronie ne
Emarn Howso, ™ w348 the owneer, “Towll virtualke
ald house that has kepd s charm, but has bee
areas. |1 was a challenge w0 decorate. 'm 3
remarks &
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The expansive house has several elevations: (e lowss: 2w
contains a billiard room and play area for the grandchilcren 7
second level includes guest quarters with bedrooms. :
and kitchenetle. The next level up is the main entra:
formal living and dining rooms, kitchen and great :=
library, which is the most popular room in the house. i<.-
the kitchen. Up a flight of stairs is the light-filled garcen roon
overlooking the pool.

The garden room, originally intended as a family rogm. 1s o
lovingly referred to as the “woman cave.” The next set ¢f
Jeads up to the grand ballroom. On the opposite end is :
master suite, which includes a large sitting room and a kizc
scveral other bedrooms. The sixth level of the house contaips 1w

A grandchildren’s bedrooms, the home theatre, and another Kitche:

The top level is ihe observation deck overlooking the avenue.
— An exquisite double set of lead glass doors at the main entrasics

opens onto the foyer. They are original to Lthe house. The grand,
columned foyer is filled with natural light and is appointed with
marole (Joors, also original to the house, and a 19th-cenrury baby
- grand piano that the owners installed for their grandchildren to play.
| § ] - Bouquets of fresh flovsers, replaced weekly, lend a heavenly fragrance
as you enter the residence.

[nterior motifs echo the historic architecture ol the building,
inclnding the original period moldings and medallions adorning the
dining room ceiling. "The ceiling in the dining room was one of the
things that sold vs on \he house.” says the awner. “It is gotgeous.”™

The stately dining room is appointed with two large portraits.
One was a commissioned portrait created from an old photograph
of awoman who served as a Carnival queen in Lhe 1930s. The other
depicls a young woman in formal attire on the day of her high schoo!
graduation, painted sn the 1930s. "It was done by the famed New
Orleans artist C. Bennett Moore. It was his last portrzit.” the owner
comments. E3
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The intricately designed ceiling in the spacious dining room wos X1
one of the features thot attracted the new owners to the house.
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The two stunning oi} paintings add luster to the lovely dining room appointed with custom silk draperies. a handsome dining
room set froin Ethan Allen that seats 10 people. and various antiques. The living room also contains a number of antiques.
including a circa 1812 bookcase filled with famnily memorabilia and delicate figurines purchased during trips to Europe.

“There are so many wonderful aspects about living in this historic neighborhood.” says the owner, who dotes on her
grandchildren. “Sitting outside in the morning and drinking coffee. my husband and 1 can watch the streetcars and joggers going
by. ltis great for entertaining, and it lows like a charm. The house can be elegant. but it is also comlfortable, warm, and inviting. It is

such a joy to live here.” +




