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WAETERS OF THEIR CRAFT

ILLUMINATING TRADITION

Four generations of craftsmen keep the handmade lanterns flickering at Bevelo Gas & Electric Lights

FOR DECADES. THE ENCHANTING FLICKER OF FREMCH QUARTER
H anterns has illuminaesd owr courtyands, homes and boule
vards With equal paris ramance, hisiory and urility these
icanic fixtunes provide a timeless elegance o our lives,

Bevalo Gas & Eleciric Lights is 2 fourth-generation, family-owned buss-
ness arxd the oldest continueusly operating gas light manufacures in the
coumery For 75 years, the busines has Blended hisory, caftsmanship and
iechneligny to cmeate these archiiecaral trernnes,

When Andrew Bevol, 5o worked 21 Higgins Indusizies, ke helped buikl
ihe frmed landing craft for the D-day immson, Ten days afrer World YWar
1 ended, Bevolo openad the doves 10 Bevole Mea] Crafe A highly sxillled
craftsman, he did everything from remiring chandeliers o making surgt-
! equipre.

Crzomers afen broughe himn sreslights o mepaic Some of g lights
were muee than a cemtary old and wees poumous o e Bevolo put his mechkan-
ical hackgrnomund o use and bagin using rivets s beep the lamg pisces ogether.

*This was his historic coneribution o gas lighting™ 2y his grundsan
and current oemer, Drew Bevoda

But Hevolos contribution wo the lantern dido's end thene Inthe carly
1960s, renowned Louisiona architece, A, Hays Tivan was kaking for a
light fixeure t enhance one of his designs The story goes thae he agked
Bevalo il he coubd make a specific hight fxrune and Bevole answered: “IF
yau can draw it 1 can make it

B ALITURE 2505

The ariginal Frendh (uarter Lansern was born. Today, ofl Bevolo Lghts
— which range in price from 5200 [or simple Lmps e 85000 for larges
insialtations — are still hard made and soorced in the United Seapes,

“Sheets of copper are cat with hand and foor shears,” Bevolo says, “The
brackets are hand weldded. The neasly one hundred civets per Light are
tzpped in with ball-peen hammems"

Erew Bevols lenrned the basiness from kis uncle and when he tak
oveer, e tmmined mew ardsans, opensd new warehouses, manufauring -
ailizies and a museum Smturing owa working coppersmiths and kis grand-
father's arfginal worktable

e also expanded the mumber of light styles the coenpany made io more
than free hundned. They are all designed 1o operaie continuoushy with Bey-
et paiemted raturab-pas “batwing” flame humer, which costs just 2 few
dallzrs a mimth o opeaie

In hamor of its 75 year anniversary, 2ll laniermns will bear o crafisman
Maker's Mok This mack is one of the earliest firms af trademasking
amel has been used fior centeries by crafsmen to claim responsibifiey for
their wirk.

“le’s wery satisfying o have o tangible peoduct to show for my effort
at the end of the day” says John Cireon, craftsman and Bevolos creagive
directoc “The thing [ love most about ny job is knowing that my crafis-
manzship will be an desplay and appreciated by our cleents every dag®
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