
2 .  N E T  Z E R O  TA R G E T  &  I N T E R I M  M I L E S TO N E S

1 .  L E G A L LY - B I N D I N G  F R A M E WO R K

E n d  a n d  in te r im  ta rg e t s  p rov i d e  p o li c ym a ke rs  a n d  th e  p r iva te  se c to r  w i th  th e  ce r ta in t y 

th ey n e e d ,  a n d  lays  d own  th e  m a rke rs  fo r  fu ture  a ccoun ta b i li t y a n d  p ro g ress  re p o r t in g .
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U P DATA B L E  TA R G E T S

S eve ra l  ex i s t i n g  fra m ewo rk  laws  i n c lu d e  

p rov i s i o n s  fo r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

fu tu re  t a rg e t s  ( D e n m a rk ,  G e rm a ny a n d  

Swe d e n )  a n d /o r  a  rev i ew  p ro c e s s  fo r  

u p g ra d i n g  t h e m  a c c o rd i n g ly.

B AC KC A ST I N G  B U D G E T S

P rov i d e s  a n  o rd e r ly  p a t h  to  n e t  ze ro  by  

t h e  i n te n d e d  d a te  a n d  c re a te s  p la n n i n g  

s e c u r i t y.  To  b e  s u c c e s s fu l ,  lo n g - te rm  

m i t i g a t i o n  t a rg e t s  m u s t  b e  d i v i d e d

i n to  a c h i eva b le  m i le s to n e s .

Q UA N T I TAT I V E  M I L E STO N E S

E c o n o my- w i d e  q u a n t i t a t i ve  t a rg e t s ,  s e t  

s eve ra l  ye a rs  i n  a d va n c e ,  h e l p  to  d e f i n e  a  

c le a r,  ye t  f lex i b le ,  p a t h  to  t h e  lo n g - te rm  

o b j e c t i ve  —  fo r  b o t h  lo n g - te rm  ( e . g .  2 0 5 0 )  

a n d  i n te r i m  m i le s to n e s  ( e . g .  2 0 3 0 ) .  

3 .  P R O G R E S S  M O N I TO R I N G  &  U P D AT E  C YC L E  

Re g u la r  re p o r t in g  o f  p ro g ress  towa rd s  in te r im  m i lesto n es  a llows  im p le m e n ta t i o n  

m e a sures  to  b e  a ssesse d  a n d  p la n s  to  b e  up da te d  a cco rd in g ly.

4 .  S T R AT E G I C  P L A N N I N G

P rov i s i o n s  s h ou ld  b e  m a d e  fo r  a d o p t in g  re a li st i c  lo n g - te rm  st ra te g i es  th a t  in c lu d e  

se c to r - s p e c i f i c  p o li c y res p o n ses  a n d  j u st  t ra n si t i o n  m e a sures  to  sup p o r t  co m m un i t i es .

5 .  P U B L I C  PA R T I C I PAT I O N  

Pe o p le  ca n n o t  b e  le f t  ou t  o f  d e c i s i o n  m a k in g .  Pu b li c  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  i s  a n  in te g ra l  

co m p o n e n t  o f  a ccess  to  j u st i ce  a n d  to  a c h i ev in g  a n  e q u i ta b le  a n d  b a la n ce d  t ra n si t i o n .  

6 .  I N T E R N A L  CO O R D I N AT I O N

M e c h a n i s m s  fo r  co o rd in a t i o n  o f  p o li c y d eve lo p m e n t  a n d  im p le m e n ta t i o n  h o r i zo n ta lly 

b e t we e n  a g e n c i es  a n d  ve r t i ca lly a c ross  n a t i o n a l ,  re g i o n a l  a n d  lo ca l  leve l s .

7.  I N D E P E N D E N T  E X P E R T  A DV I C E  

I n d e p e n d e n t  ex p e r t  a dv i ce  o n  sc i e n ce  a n d  p o li c y h e lps  to  e n sure  ev i d e n ce - b a se d  
d e c i s i o n - m a k in g  a n d  co n si ste n t  p o li c y d e live r y.  A  st ro n g  a dv i so r y b o dy ca n  b e  u se fu l  
in  m o re  ways  th a n  o n e,  h e lp in g  to  fo rg e  t ru st ,  t ra n s p a re n c y a n d  le g i t im a c y.

8 .  A L I G N I N G  F I N A N C I A L  F LOW S

Ali g n in g  bu d g e t s ,  f i sca l  p o li c i es  a n d  invest m e n t  w i th  c lim a te  g o a l s  h e lps  to  un lo c k  

th e  ca p i ta l  n e cess a r y a n d  sup p o r t s  th e  syste m i c  c h a n g e  re q u ire d .
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Several global and in-country legal and policy experts contributed to this explainer, including Nick Evans ,  Fellow at Ecologic Institute, and Alina 

Averchenkova ,  Distinguished Policy Fellow and Lead for Governance and Legislation at the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the 

Environment at the London School of Economics and Polit ical Science. It  was created by John Lang ,  a lawyer who leads the Net Zero Tracker on 

behalf of the Energy and Climate Intelligence Unit .  He holds a Masters of Laws in Environmental Law and Policy from University College London.

C R E A T I V E  C O M M O N S

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

A L I G N E D  B U D G E T S  &  P O L I C I E S

N e t  ze ro  p la n n i n g  a n d  re p o r t i n g  s h o u ld  

d i re c t ly  i n fo rm  b u d g e t s .  A  n a t i o n ’s  f i s c a l  

leve rs  a n d  i nve s t m e n t  c a n  t h e n  b e  

a d j u s te d  to  a l i g n  w i t h  i t s  n e a r  a n d  

lo n g - te rm  c l i m a te  o b j e c t i ve s .

TA R G E T E D  I N V E ST M E N T

I nve s t m e n t  i n  c le a n  te c h n o lo g y i s  p rove n  to  

s e t  i n  m o t i o n  t h e  re i n fo rc i n g  fe e d b a c ks  o f  

i n n ova t i o n  a n d  i m p rove m e n t  t h a t  s la s h e s  

c o s t s ,  d i s p la c e s  i n c u m b e n t s  a n d  s c a le s - u p  

d e p loym e n t  a n d  c o m p e t i t i ve n e s s .

C R E D I B L E  P O L I C Y  A DV I C E

T h e  a d v i s o r y  fu n c t i o n  m i g h t  a l s o  

i nvo lve  c o n s u lt a t i o n  i n  t h e  fo rm u la t i o n  

o f  n o n - p o l i t i c i s e d  c l i m a te  p o l i c y  i t s e lf  

—  e . g .  a n a lys e s  o n  s e c to ra l  m i t i g a t i o n  

o p t i o n s  o r  n a s c e n t  te c h n o lo g i e s .

M O N I TO R I N G  &  ACCO U N TA B I L I T Y  

A n  a d v i s o r y  b o d y c a n  d o u b le  a s  

i n d e p e n d e n t  a s s e s s o rs  to  m o n i to r  p ro g re s s  

i . e .  w h e t h e r  e m i s s i o n  re d u c t i o n  e f fo r t s  a n d  

a d a p t a t i o n  m e a s u re s  a re  y i e ld i n g  re s u lt s .

G R O U N D E D  I N  E V I D E N C E

All  g o o d  fra m ewo rks  fe a tu re  a n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  ex p e r t  a d v i s o r y  b o d y s e t  u p  

fo r  t h e  ex p re s s  p u rp o s e  o f  a d v i s i n g  o n  t h e  

la te s t  s c i e n c e  a n d  p o l i c y  b e s t  p ra c t i c e .

T h e  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  C o m m i t te e  ( CCC )  h a s  h a d  a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  i n f lu e n c e  o n  U K  c l i m a te  p o l i c y.  I t s  a n a ly s i s  i s  u s e d  

a n d  t r u s te d  b y  s t a ke h o l d e r s  o n  a ll  s i d e s  o f  t h e  d e b a te ,  a n d  i t s  s t a t u to r y  a d v i c e  h a s  g e n e r a lly  b e e n  fo ll o w e d .

• E x p e r t s  a n d  s e c re t a r i a t

• Re c o m m e n d s  f i ve -ye a r ly  c a rb o n  b u d g e t s  1 2  ye a rs  i n  a d va n c e

• M o d e ll i n g  a n d  s c e n a r i o - p la n n i n g

• A d v i s e s  o n  t h e  r i s ks  a n d  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  fro m  c l i m a te  c h a n g e

• M o n i to rs  p ro g re s s  o n  e m i s s i o n  re d u c t i o n s  a n d  c l i m a te  re s i l i e n c e

• I n d e p e n d e n t ,  o b j e c t i ve  a n a lys i s

• Tra n s p a re n c y,  t ru s t  a n d  le g i t i m a c y

• A d v i c e  o n  t a rg e t s  g e n e ra l ly  fo l lowe d

• Ev i d e n c e - i n fo rm e d  a d v i c e

• U s e d  i n  Pa r l i a m e n t  to  p u s h  fo r  g re a te r  a m b i t i o n .

A  R ATC H E T  M EC H A N I S M

A  d e d i c a te d  u p d a te  m e c h a n i s m  fo r  

rev i ew i n g  a n d  s e t t i n g  fu tu re  i n te r i m  

t a rg e t s ,  f i rm ly  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  Pa r i s  

A g re e m e n t  c yc le  fo r  n a t i o n a lly  

d e te rm i n e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

T R A N S PA R E N C Y  &  A L I G N M E N T

Re p o r t i n g  s h o u ld  b e  a c c e s s i b le  to  t h e  p u b l i c .

I t  s h o u ld  a l s o  i n fo rm  d o m e s t i c  b u d g e t s  a n d  N D C  

u p d a te s ,  a s  we ll  a s  i n te rn a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  

s u c h  a s  t h e  U N FCCC ’s  G lo b a l  S to c kt a ke  a n d  

e m i s s i o n  i nve n to r y  s u b m i s s i o n s .

A N N U A L  R E P O R T I N G

Re g u la r  re p o r t i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s

s h o u ld  a s s e s s  i m p le m e n t a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  n e a r - te rm  t a rg e t s  a n d  t h e  

e f fe c t i ve n e s s ,  o r  la c k  t h e re o f,  o f  

c u rre n t  p o l i c y  s e t t i n g s .  

M E A N I N G F U L  PA R T I C I PAT I O N

P u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  c r i t i c a l  s t a g e s  o f  

p o l i c y  d eve lo p m e n t .  T h i s  h e l p s  to  s e c u re  

b u y- i n  a n d  i n j e c t  d e m o c ra c y  i n to  t h e  j u s t  

t ra n s i t i o n .  S p a i n ’s  law  eve n  s p e c i f i e d  

c o n s u lt i n g  a  c l i m a te  a s s e m b ly.

ACC E S S  TO  J U ST I C E

N a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u ld  b e  a n swe ra b le  

to  t h e i r  c i t i ze n s .  B a k i n g  a c c e s s  to  j u s t i c e ,  

j u d i c i a l  rev i ew  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  to  l i t i g a te  

i n to  c l i m a te  fra m ewo rks  m e a n s  re a l  

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  e n fo rc e m e n t .

C R E D I B I L I T Y  A N D  LO N G E V I T Y

Fo rg i n g  c ro s s - p a r t y  a n d  s t a ke h o ld e r  s u p p o r t

i n  t h e  d eve lo p m e n t  a n d  p ro c e s s  o f  c h a n g e  

s t re n g t h e n s  t h e  a l le g i a n c e  to ,  a n d  c re d i b i l i t y  

o f,  c l i m a te  a c t i o n .  S e c u r i n g  c i v i c  b u y- i n  a l s o  

h e l p s  p o l i c i e s  s u r v i ve  p o l i t i c a l  c h a l le n g e s .

S EC TO R A L  P L A N S

C l i m a te  laws  s h o u ld  e n s u re  a  

m u lt i - s e c to ra l  re s p o n s e ,  b u t  s h o u ld  a l s o  

c o n t a i n  f lex i b i l i t y  s o  p o l i c y  d e s i g n  a n d  

i m p le m e n t a t i o n  c a n  b e  t a i lo re d  to  

d i f fe re n t  e c o n o m i c  s e c to rs .

P O L I C Y  I N T EG R AT I O N  

C l i m a te  laws  s h o u ld  m a n d a te  t h a t  

g ove rn m e n t s  d eve lo p  l o n g - te r m  s t r a te g i e s  

( e . g .  to  2 0 5 0 )  a n d  s h o r t  a n d  m e d i u m - te r m  

p l a n s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p o l i c i e s  a n d  m e a s u re s  

( e . g .  to  2 0 3 0 ,  2 0 35 ,  2 0 4 0 ,  a n d  2 0 45 ) .

LO N G - T E R M  ST R AT EGY

A  d e t a i le d  s t ra te g y  s h o u ld  g u i d e  h ow  

t h e  e n d  g o a l  w i l l  b e  a c h i eve d ;  h ow  i t  

a l i g n s  w i t h ,  a n d  re la te s  to ,  s h o r t - te rm  

p o l i c i e s  a n d  t a rg e t s ;  a n d  h ow  i t  w i l l  

a l low  fo r  s e c to ra l  f lex i b i l i t y.

R E V I E W I N G  TA R G E T S

S eve ra l  ex i s t i n g  laws  i n c lu d e  p rov i s i o n s  

fo r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  fu tu re  t a rg e t s  

( D e n m a rk ,  G e rm a ny a n d  Swe d e n )  a n d /o r  

a  rev i ew  p ro c e s s  fo r  u p g ra d i n g  t h e m .

I N ST I T U T I O N A L  A R R A N G E M E N T S

S e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  i n te rn a l  a rra n g e m e n t s  fo r  c l i m a te  

g ove rn a n c e  e n s u re s  t h a t  i m p le m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s t ra te g y  towa rd s  c l i m a te  n e u t ra l i t y  i s  h a p p e n i n g  

i n  a  c o o rd i n a te d  a n d  t ra n s p a re n t  m a n n e r.

D I V I S I O N  O F  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

Co o rd i n a t i o n  re q u i re s  s t ro n g ,  c le a r

m a n d a te s  i n  t h e  le g a l  fra m ewo rk  t h a t  

a l lo c a te s  re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  g i ve s  s u f f i c i e n t  

a u t h o r i t y  to  t h e  a g e n c y  o r  m i n i s t r y  i n  c h a rg e .

R I S K  A S S E S S M E N T S

C l i m a te  c h a n g e  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t s  h e l p  

g ove rn m e n t s  i d e n t i f y  w h e re  f i n a n c e  a n d  

i nve s t m e n t  s h o u ld  f low  to  re d u c e  r i s ks  a n d  

s c a le  u p  s u p p o r t  fo r  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  to  

re d u c e  e m i s s i o n s  a n d  i n c re a s e  re s i l i e n c e .   

H OW ’ S  I T  G O I N G ?

P R O G R E S S  M O N I TO R I N G  

H OW  A R E  W E  G E T T I N G  T H E R E ?

ST R AT EG I C  P L A N N I N G  

W H AT  A R E  T H E  M I L E STO N E S ?

S E T T I N G  TA R G E T S

W H AT  N E E D S  C H A N G I N G ?

U P DAT I N G  T H E  P L A N A R E  M I N I ST R I E S  TA L K I N G ?

I N T E R N A L  CO O R D I N AT I O N

A R E  D EC I S I O N S  G R O U N D E D  I N  E V I D E N C E ?

I N D E P E N D E N T  E X P E R T  A DV I C E

A R E  P EO P L E  B E I N G  CO N S U LT E D  M E A N I N G F U L LY ?

P U B L I C  PA R T I C I PAT I O N
I S  T H E R E  C R E D I B L E  P O L I C Y  A DV I C E ?

I N D E P E N D E N T  E X P E R T  A DV I C E

I S  T H E R E  ACC E S S  TO  J U ST I C E ?

P U B L I C  PA R T I C I PAT I O N

L EG A LY - B I N D I N G  F R A M E WO R K
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I S  T H E  F R A M E WO R K  E N S H R I N E D  I N  L AW ?

A  N AT I O N A L  C L I M AT E  L AW

A R E  F I N A N C I A L  L E V E R S  B E I N G  M O B I L I S E D ?

F I N A N C I A L  F LOWS

Le g i s la t i o n  s p e a ks  lou d e r  th a n  a  th ou s a n d  p o li t i ca l  p ro m i ses .  Le g a l  fra m ewo rks  g u i d e  

a n d  co o rd in a te  sta b le  d e c i s i o n - m a k in g  ove r  th e  s h o r t ,  m e d i um  a n d  lo n g - te rm .   

R O B U ST  ACCO U N TA B I L I T Y

Le g a l  fra m ewo rks  s h o u ld  i n c o rp o ra te  

m u lt i laye re d  m e c h a n i s m s  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y,  

i n c lu d i n g  t h i rd  p a r t y,  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  a n d  c i v i l  

s c ru t i ny.  Re a l  a c c e s s  to  j u s t i c e  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

fo r  re a l  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y.

C L E A R  O B J EC T I V E S

Fo r  lo n g - te rm  a n d  i n te r i m  t a rg e t s .  

Fra m ewo rk  laws  a re  s t ro n g e s t  w h e n  

t h e y  se t  c le a r  g o a l s  a n d  p rov i d e  fo r  

t h e  c re a t i o n  o f  d e t a i le d  p o l i c y  

i n s t ru m e n t s  to  a c h i eve  t h e m .

ST R O N G  I N ST I T U T I O N S  

I n s t i tu t i o n a l  a rra n g e m e n t s  fo r  

c l i m a te  g ove rn a n c e  a re  e s s e n t i a l :  fo r  

ex a m p le ,  p rov i s i o n s  fo r  c o o rd i n a t i o n ,  

t h e  ex te n t  o f  m i n i s te r i a l  d i s c re t i o n ,  

o r  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  j u d i c i a l  rev i ew.

T H E  U K ’ S  ‘ C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  CO M M I T T E E ’

W H AT  &  H OW ? O U TCO M E S

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  C o l o m b i a  e n a c te d  i t s  C l i m a te  A c t i o n  L aw,  w h i c h  i n c lu d e d  b o t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  c a r b o n  n e u t r a l i t y  b y  2 0 5 0  

a n d  i t s  2 0 3 0  N D C  t a rg e t .  I t  i s  a n  ex a m p l e  o f  s t r o n g  n a t i o n a l  c l i m a te  g ove r n a n c e  i n  a  d eve l o p i n g  c o u n t r y.  

Co lo m b i a ’s  c l i m a te  law  s e t s  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  m e c h a n i s m s ,  d e f i n e s  p i l la rs  to  e n a b le  t h e  t ra n s i t i o n ,  a n d  s e t s  a  ra n g e  o f  e c o n o my- w i d e ,  

s e c to ra l  m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n  t a rg e t s ,  a lo n g s i d e  o t h e r  m e a s u re s .  

To  e n s u re  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  law  a re  a c h i eve d ,  a  ‘ Low  Ca rb o n  D eve lo p m e n t  I m p le m e n t a t i o n  a n d  Fo l low - u p  P la n ’  i s  re q u i re d .  T h e  p la n  

i nvo lve s  re g i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  leve l s  o f  g ove rn a n c e ,  e n c o u ra g i n g  t h e m  to  c re a te  a n d  d e l i ve r  i m p le m e n t a t i o n  p la n s ,  to o .  Eve r y  t wo  ye a rs  

fro m  2 0 2 3 ,  a n  I n te r s e c to r a l  Co m m i s s i o n  o n  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  ( C I CC )  rev i ews  p ro g re s s .  I t  m o n i to rs  c o m p l i a n c e  a n d  c a n  re c o m m e n d  

a d j u s t m e n t s  to  t h e  i m p le m e n t a t i o n  p la n  a n d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y,  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  m e a s u re s .  

T h e  law  e s t a b l i s h e s  c a rb o n  b u d g e t s  fo r  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 3 0  by  2 0 2 3  a s  we ll  a s  a  S tu d y  Co m m i s s i o n  to  p ro m o te  a n d  d eve lo p  c a rb o n  m a rke t s .  

T h e  t a rg e t  h a s  s e p a ra te  e m i s s i o n  re d u c t i o n  a n d  re m ova l  t a rg e t s ,  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i g h  i n te g r i t y.

CO LO M B I A’ S  C L I M AT E  AC T I O N  L AW  ( L E Y  C L I M AT I C A ,  2 0 2 1 )

F R A N C E  A N D  C L I M AT E  F I N A N C E  P R OV I S I O N S

Fr a n c e’ s  c l i m a te  l aw  i n t r o d u c e s  ‘g r e e n  b u d g e t i n g ’  i n to  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  p r o c e s s ,  m e a n i n g  c l i m a te  a n d  b r o a d e r  

e nv i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  a r e  a s s e s s e d  i n  e a c h  y e a r ' s  s t a te  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l .  

T h e  g re e n  b u d g e t  a s s e s s e s ,  a n d  ra te s ,  t h e  g re e n  i m p a c t  o f  a l l  S t a te  b u d g e t  ex p e n d i tu re s ,  i n c lu d i n g  i m p a c t s  o n  g re e n h o u s e  g a s  

m i t i g a t i o n ,  a i r  p o l lu t i o n  a n d  b i o d i ve rs i t y.  I t  i n c re a s e s  a c c e s s  to  i n fo rm a t i o n  o n  f i n a n c e  a n d  s t re n g t h e n s  c l i m a te  p la n n i n g .

Fra n c e’s  2 0 24  b u d g e t  w i l l  i n c lu d e  a  € 7  b i l l i o n  i n c re a s e  i n  fu n d i n g  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  t ra n s i t i o n  to  a  low  c a rb o n  e c o n o my,  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  

i nve s t m e n t  to  a  to t a l  o f  € 4 0  b i l l i o n .  A  n ew  t a x  c re d i t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  i n t ro d u c e d ,  e n a b l i n g  g re e n  te c h n o lo g y m a n u fa c tu re rs  to  b e n e f i t  

fro m  a  t a x  re d u c t i o n  re p re s e n t i n g  2 0 %  to  45 %  o f  t h e i r  i nve s t m e n t s .

T h e  law  a l s o  a l i g n s  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  re p o r t i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  Fre n c h  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  Eu ro p e a n  n o rm s ,  fo r  ex a m p le  by  re q u i r i n g  

f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i tu t i o n s  to  p u b l i s h  t h e i r  s t ra te g y  fo r  re d u c i n g  b i o d i ve rs i t y  i m p a c t s .  T h ey  m u s t  i n c lu d e  s p e c i f i c  t a rg e t s  a n d  a  m e a s u re  

o f  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  i n te rn a t i o n a l  b i o d i ve rs i t y  g o a l s .

F i n l a n d  a i m s  to  b e  t h e  f i r s t  d eve l o p e d  c o u n t r y  to  r e a c h  n e t  z e r o ,  i n  2 0 3 5 ,  a n d  n e t  n e g a t i v e  –  a b s o r b i n g  m o r e  CO 2  

t h a n  i t  e m i t s  –  b y  2 0 4 0 .  B u t  w h a t  r e a l ly  s e t s  i t s  l a w  a p a r t  i s  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s y s te m  i t  l a y s  o u t .

T h e  C l i m a te  A c t  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  ex p l i c i t  “c l i m a te  p la n n i n g  sys te m” ,  w h i c h  i n c lu d e s  a  lo n g  te rm  p la n ,  to  re a c h  t h e  2 0 4 0  g o a l ,  a s  we ll  a s  

p la n s  fo r  d i f fe re n t  s e c to rs  i n c lu d i n g  la n d  u s e  s e c to r  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n .  

T h e  p la n s  a re  u p d a te d  i n  d i f fe re n t  c yc le s ,  b u t  a l s o ,  i f  t h e  s c i e n c e - b a s e d  m o n i to r i n g  s h ows  p o o r  p ro g re s s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  m e a s u re s  to  

re a c h  t h e  t a rg e t s  a re  i n t ro d u c e d .  T h e  A n n u a l  C l i m a te  Re p o r t  i s  t h e  m a i n  p ro g re s s - t ra c k i n g  to o l  a n d  e n a b le s  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  to  h ave  a  

c l i m a te  c o nve rs a t i o n  w h i c h  a d v i s e s  t h e  g ove rn m e n t  a n d  t h e  d i f fe re n t  c l i m a te  p la n s  fo r  d i f fe re n t  s e c to rs .

 

Re s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  p re p a r i n g  t h e  c l i m a te  p la n s  i s  s p re a d  ove r  t h re e  m i n i s t r i e s ;  E nv i ro n m e n t ,  E m p loym e n t  a n d  t h e  E c o n o my,  a n d  

A g r i c u ltu re  a n d  Fo re s t r y.  F i n la n d ’s  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  E nv i ro n m e n t  i s  re s p o n s i b le  fo r  t h e  m e d i u m - te rm  c l i m a te  p la n ,  w h i c h  s p e ll s  o u t  

m o re  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l  p o l i c i e s  fo r  t h e  E S R  s e c to r.

 

F i n la n d ’s  C l i m a te  A c t  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  S á m i  C l i m a te  Co u n c i l ,  i n c o rp o ra t i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  ex p e r t ,  i n d i g e n o u s  k n ow le d g e  i n to  

c l i m a te  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .

F I N L A N D ’ S  C L I M AT E  AC T  ( 2 0 2 2 )  

T h e  A c t  s e t s  a n  o ve r a ll  t a rg e t  to  r e d u c e  a ll  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s e s  exc e p t  fo r  b i o g e n i c  m e t h a n e  to  n e t  z e r o  b y  2 0 5 0 .  

I t s  t a rg e t s  fo r  b i o g e n i c  m e t h a n e  e m i s s i o n s  ( f r o m  a g r i c u lt u r e  a n d  w a s te )  a r e  1 0 %  b y  2 0 3 0  a n d  2 4 % - 4 7 %  r e d u c t i o n  b y  2 0 5 0 .

N ew  Ze a la n d  t a ke s  a  c a rb o n  b u d g e t  a p p ro a c h  to  s e t t i n g  i n te r i m  t a rg e t s .  I t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  ex p e r t  b o d y,  t h e  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  

Co m m i s s i o n  ( CCC ) ,  a d v i s e d  t h e  g ove rn m e n t  to  i m p le m e n t  f i ve -ye a r  e m i s s i o n  b u d g e t s  fro m  2 0 22  to  2 0 35  i n  o rd e r  to  p u t  N ew  Ze a la n d  

o n  t ra c k  to  m e e t  i t s  2 0 5 0  t a rg e t s .  I n  2 0 22 ,  t h e  G ove rn m e n t  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i rs t  o f  t h re e  e m i s s i o n  b u d g e t s  to  re d u c e  e m i s s i o n s  35 %  by  

2 0 35  ( 2 . 3 %  lowe r  t h a n  w h a t  t h e  CCC  re c o m m e n d e d ) .  T h e  law  o u t l i n e s  o b l i g a t i o n s  to  m o n i to r  t h e  s u c c e s s fu l  m e e t i n g  o f  b u d g e t s .

T h e  Ze ro  Ca rb o n  A c t  i s  c le a r  t h a t  e m i s s i o n  b u d g e t s  c a n  b e  rev i s e d  i n  c e r t a i n  c i rc u m s t a n c e s ,  fo r  ex a m p le ,  w h e n  u p d a te d  s c i e n c e  

c o m e s  to  l i g h t  ( e . g .  v i a  I n te rg ove rn m e n t a l  Pa n e l  o n  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  a s s e s s m e n t  re p o r t s )  o r  N ew  Ze a la n d ’s  re leva n t  o b l i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  

i n te rn a t i o n a l  a g re e m e n t s .

N E W  Z E A L A N D ’ S  ‘ Z E R O  C A R B O N  AC T ’  ( 2 0 1 9 )

P o r t u g a l’ s  c l i m a te  f r a m e w o r k  l a w  o u t l i n e s  a  c l i m a te  n e u t r a l i t y  t a rg e t  b y  2 0 5 0 ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e s  1 7  g o a l s  a n d  1 1  

p r i n c i p l e s  fo r  c l i m a te  p o l i c y.  P o r t u g a l’ s  l a w  h a s  ex te n s i ve  i n s t r u m e n t s  fo r  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

T h e  law  e s t a b l i s h e s  a s  a  p r i n c i p le  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c i t i ze n s  a n d  N G O s  i n  t h e  p la n n i n g ,  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  a n d  eva lu a t i o n  o f  

p u b l i c  c l i m a te  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  law  p rov i d e s  c i t i ze n s  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  to  p a r t i c i p a te  i n  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  d eve lo p i n g  c l i m a te  p o l i c y  

i n s t ru m e n t s  a n d  i n  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  rev i ew i n g  t h e m .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  p u b l i c  c o n s u lt a t i o n s  i n  t h e  t ra d i t i o n a l  fo rm  o f  w r i t te n  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  c la r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  d e b a te  s e s s i o n s  w i l l  b e  o rg a n i s e d  b e t we e n  c i t i ze n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n - m a ke rs ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i ve  o f  

t h e  a d m i n i s t ra t i o n  o r  a t  t h e  re q u e s t  o f,  a t  le a s t ,  3 0  c i t i ze n s .  

T h e  law  s t i p u la te s  t h a t  t h e  g ove rn m e n t  s h a l l  c re a te  a n d  m a ke  ava i la b le  a  p u b l i c  a n d  a c c e s s i b le  we b  to o l  to  e n a b le  c i t i ze n s  a n d  

c i v i l  s o c i e t y  to  p a r t i c i p a te  i n  c l i m a te  a c t i o n  a n d  m o n i to r  n a t i o n a l  c l i m a te  d a t a .

P O R T U G A L’ S  C L I M AT E  F R A M E WO R K  L AW  ( 2 0 2 1 )

T h e  D a n i s h  C l i m a te  A c t  s e t s  a  t a rg e t  to  r e a c h  c l i m a te  n e u t r a l i t y  b y  2 0 5 0  a n d  to  r e d u c e  D e n m a r k ’ s  e m i s s i o n s  b y  7 0 %  

b y  2 0 3 0  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 9 9 0 .  T h e  s h o r t  A c t  s e t s  o u t  a  c o m p r e h e n s i ve  a n n u a l  r e p o r t i n g  c y c l e  —  e n s u r i n g  t r a n s p a r e n c y  

a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o g r e s s  m o n i to r i n g .  

T h e  law  s e t s  o u t  a n  a n n u a l  c yc le  to  e n s u re  s u f f i c i e n t  g ove rn m e n t  a c t i o n  towa rd s  m e e t i n g  t h e  t a rg e t s :

• Fe b r u a r y :  T h e  a n n u a l  s t a tu s  re p o r t  fro m  D e n m a rk ’s  i n d e p e n d e n t  a d v i s o r y  b o d y,  t h e  D a n i s h  Co u n c i l  o n  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  

d e te rm i n e s  i f  t h e  g ove rn m e n t ’s  c u rre n t  p o l i c i e s  a re  i n  l i n e  w i t h  i t s  n a t i o n a l  t a rg e t s  a n d  a l s o  EU  t a rg e t s .

• A p r i l :  T h e  a d m i n i s t ra t i o n  p u b l i s h e s  i t s  a n n u a l  o f f i c i a l  C l i m a te  P ro j e c t i o n  ( K F )  w h i c h  a l s o  p re s e n t s  “ t h e  re d u c t i o n  d e f i c i t ”  i n  

re g a rd  to  t h e  n e a r - te rm  2 0 3 0  t a rg e t .  

• S e p te m b e r  ( t h e  s a m e  m o n t h  t h e  g ove r n m e n t  u s u a lly  p re s e n t s  i t s  p ro p o s e d  b u d g e t  fo r  t h e  n e x t  ye a r ) :  T h e  M i n i s te r  o f  C l i m a te  

m u s t  p re s e n t  t h e  g ove rn m e n t ’s  “c l i m a te  p ro g ra m m e” .  T h e  p ro g ra m m e  m u s t  c o n t a i n  t h e  g ove rn m e n t ’s  ow n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  w h e t h e r  

t h e  c u rre n t  p o l i c i e s  w i l l  fu lf i l  D e n m a rk ’s  t a rg e t s .      

• D e c e m b e r :  Af te r  t h e  s t a te  b u d g e t  i s  a p p rove d ,  t h e  M i n i s te r  fo r  C l i m a te ,  E n e rg y  a n d  U t i l i t i e s  m u s t  p re s e n t  a n  a n n u a l  re p o r t  to  t h e  

D a n i s h  Pa r l i a m e n t  o n  t h e  e f fe c t s  o f  ove ra l l  c l i m a te  p o l i c y  a n d  c a n  b e  q u e s t i o n e d  by  Pa r l i a m e n t  o n  fa i lu re  to  a c h i eve  t h e  g o a l s  i n  

t h e  law.

T h e  D a n i s h  Co u n c i l  o n  C l i m a te  C h a n g e  a s s i s t s  t h e  M i n i s te r  —  fo r  ex a m p le ,  a s s e s s i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  g ove rn m e n t ’s  c l i m a te  e f fo r t s  m a ke  

i t  p ro b a b le  t h a t  t h e  c l i m a te  t a rg e t s  w i l l  b e  re a c h e d .

D E N M A R K ’ S  C L I M AT E  AC T  ( 2 0 2 0 )

T h e  G r e e k  C l i m a te  L a w  a i m s  f o r  c l i m a te - n e u t r a l i t y  b y  2 0 5 0  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e s  n e w  i n s t i t u t i o n s  fo r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  

d e l e g a t i o n  a n d  m o n i to r i n g  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  t r a n s i t i o n .

• T h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Co m m i t te e  o n  C l i m a te  C h a n g e ,  u n d e r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E nv i ro n m e n t  a n d  E n e rg y  ove rs e e s  c a rb o n  b u d g e t s ,  w h i le  t h e  

M i n i s t r y  o f  C l i m a te  C r i s i s  a n d  C i v i l  P ro te c t i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  a d a p t a t i o n  p la n s .  T h e  law  o u t l i n e s  t h a t  d i f fe re n t  m i n i s t r i e s  c re a te  t h e  

Lo n g - te rm  S t ra te g y  a n d  N a t i o n a l  E n e rg y  a n d  C l i m a te  P la n s .

• T h e  law  re q u i re s  e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y  to  c re a te  M u n i c i p a l  E m i s s i o n  R e d u c t i o n  P l a n s  ( “ M E R P " )  w i t h  a n  i nve n to r y  a n d  n e t  e m i s s i o n  

re d u c t i o n  t a rg e t s  o f  a t  le a s t  1 0 %  by  2 0 2 5  a n d  3 0 %  by  2 0 3 0 .  

• I t  p rov i d e s  fo r  t h e  rev i s i o n  o f  t a rg e t s  a n d  fo r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  n ew  m e a s u re s ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  la te s t  s c i e n c e .  A n d  by  a  j o i n t  d e c i s i o n  o f  

t h e  M i n i s te rs  o f  E nv i ro n m e n t  a n d  E n e rg y  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  c l i m a te  o b j e c t i ve s  m ay b e  s t re n g t h e n e d ,  o r  n ew  o n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d .

G R E EC E ’ S  N AT I O N A L  C L I M AT E  L AW  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C L I M A T E  
G O V E R N A N C E

T H E  E S S E N T I A L S

C R E D I B L E  


