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September 15, 2014 

 

Via Email 

 

Douglas Lucas 

MuckRock News 

13207-94012846@requests.muckrock.com 

 

RE: Public Information Request for All HR action documents, including but not limited to 

change-of-status documents, for Aaron Grigsby (Ref. # 13207-94012846; PIR # 14-3692) 

 

Mr. Lucas: 

 

The Department received your above-referenced request on September 2, 2014.  Please find 

enclosed the information the Department located in response to your request.  These records are 

provided to you at no cost.   

 

The information you requested contains the home address, home telephone number, emergency 

contact information, social security number, and/or family member information of a public 

employee or official.  As allowed by section 552.024 of the Texas Government Code, this public 

employee or official has chosen to make this personal information confidential.  Our office is 

prohibited by law from releasing this personal information to you, and therefore we have 

removed this information from the enclosed information we are providing to you. 

 

Normally, we must request a ruling from the Texas Attorney General before we can withhold 

any of the information you requested.  However, section 552.024 allows us to withhold this 

specific information without requesting a ruling from the attorney general. 

 

You have the right to appeal our decision to withhold this information from you. Instructions for 

appeal are at the end of this letter.  If you do not want to appeal, you do not need to do anything 

else.  Please note that we are only withholding the specific categories of information that are 

confidential under section 552.024.  We will process the rest of your request for information in 

accordance with the terms of the Public Information Act.   

 



If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact the Media and Communications 

Office at media@dps.texas.gov.  Thank you. 

 

Cordially, 

 
Molly Cost 

Assistant General Counsel 
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How to Appeal the Withholding of Information Without an AG Ruling Requested 

 

If you wish to appeal the withholding of information discussed on the previous page, you must send 

the following to the attorney general: 

 

(1) a signed, written statement indicating your wish to appeal the withholding of 

information; 

(2) the name of the governmental body that withheld information from you; 

(3) the date you made your original request for information; and 

(4) a copy of your original request for information, or if you are unable to provide a 

copy, a description of your original request for information. 

 

You may also submit written comments stating why you think the information should be released to 

you, but you are not required to do so. 

 

Send your appeal by mail or fax to the attorney general at: 

 

Open Records Division 

PO Box 12548 

Austin, Texas 78711-2548 

Fax:  512-463-2092 

 

Within forty-five business days after receiving all of the above-listed items necessary to file your 

appeal, the attorney general will issue a written ruling on the matter.  You will receive a copy of this 

ruling in the mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



From: 13207-94012846@requests.muckrock.com 
Sent: Sunday, August 31, 2014 2:45 PM 
To: OGC Webmaster 
Subject: Freedom of Information Request: All Aaron Grigsby HR action documents 
 
 
August 31, 2014 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Texas Department of Public Safety, Open Records PO Box 4087 Austin, Texas 78773-
0140 
 
 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Pursuant to the Texas Public Information Act , I hereby request the following 
records: 
 
All HR action documents, including but not limited to change-of-status documents, 
for Aaron Grigsby. 
 
I also request that fees be waived as I believe this request is in the public 
interest. Provided copies of the information will primarily benefit the general 
public because I am a journalist, published by Salon.com, Vice, The Daily Dot, 
and other venues, who is reporting on the Texas Department of Public Safety, and 
who intends to make provided copies of the information available to the general 
public. My recent article involving the Texas DPS, which may be found here - 
http://whowhatwhy.com/2014/07/16/exclusive-the-counterinsurgency-war-on-and-
inside-our-borders/ - titled "Exclusive: The Counterinsurgency War On--And 
Inside--Our Borders" - was shared more than 2000 times on Facebook, indicating a 
large public interest in my reporting on the Texas DPS. 
 
MuckRock.com is a public information service through which I, a representative of 
the news media/press, am processing my FOIA requests; I ultimately intend to make 
the provided information publicly available at MuckRock.com not for commercial 
purpose. 
 
All of this is being done in the service of news-gathering. 
 
In the event that fees cannot be waived, I would be grateful if you would inform 
me of the total charges in advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the 
request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM if 
not. 
 
Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look 
forward to receiving your response to this request within 10 business days, as 
the statute requires. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

http://whowhatwhy.com/2014/07/16/exclusive-the-counterinsurgency-war-on-and-inside-our-borders/
http://whowhatwhy.com/2014/07/16/exclusive-the-counterinsurgency-war-on-and-inside-our-borders/


Douglas Lucas 
 
Filed via MuckRock.com 
E-mail (Preferred): 13207-94012846@requests.muckrock.com 
 
For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 13207 
PO Box 55819 
Boston, MA 02205-5819 
 
PLEASE NOTE the new address as well as the fact that improperly addressed (i.e., 
with the requester's name rather than MuckRock News) requests might be returned 
by the USPS as undeliverable. 
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