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REFERENCES AND EXAMPLES 
Cite the actual source and not the abstract or introduction to a journal article. 
(1) Reference marks go BEFORE colons and semicolons. 
(2) Reference marks go AFTER periods, commas, question marks, and exclamation points. 
(3) No space between a reference mark and what comes before it. 
(4) Three or more consecutive superscript references are shown with a hyphen. Example: reported.1-3 
(5) Multiple reference marks are separated by a comma, except when there are 3 or more consecutive 

references. See #4. Example: reported.1,3,5 
(6) When superscript numbers and letters appear together in a table reference, the numbers appear first 

and the letters are bolded. 
(7) If a table or figure is sourced (rather than “Adapted from”), be sure that permission is not required. 
(8) Fewer than 6 authors, list them all. 
(9) More than 6 authors, list the first 3 followed by , et al. 
(10) If an organization is listed among the authors, include it, but separate it by a semicolon. Example: Smith 

M, Jones D, Levine A, et al; COHORT Study Investigators. 
(11) Use sentence structure for articles. If there is a subtitle, precede it with a colon and do not cap the 

subtitle’s first word. 

(12) If an article was published online ahead of print, include the date it was published online after the 
abbreviated journal title.  

(13) Include the volume and issue number. 

(14) If a reference is from a supplement, the supplement goes inside the parens: 2015;52(suppl 4):65-66. 
Lowercase the s in suppl and place a space (not an underscore) before the number. 

(15) Page number format is inclusive: 235-236, NOT 235-6. 
(16) Include the doi and do not use a period after the doi and do not include a space after the doi even if 

PubMed does. 
(17) Government reports often will have a preferred citation format on the first few pages. However, this is 

not always correct. Use the information provided, but always follow AMA style. 
(18) PDF links listed in the References section often lead to documents that are 100+ pages. These can 

sometimes be treated as books, usually when it is a one-off government report. Follow AMA style. 
(19) Website format: Use the full address starting with http:// or https:// . Do not use Available at before 

URLs. Do not use periods after URLs; place last in reference.  
(20) Always check links to ensure they are correct. 
(21) For links, the format is [link. Published date. Updated: Accessed:] 

 




