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AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY
2019 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3
7 Points: 1 +2+2+2

A. Identify ONE geopolitical event. (1 point)

Al. Fall of, end, or breakup of the Soviet Union
A2. Fall of or end of communism in Europe
*Do not accept fall of or end of communism in the world or globally.
A3. End of the Cold War
A4. Fall of the Berlin Wall or Iron Curtain; reunification of Germany
A5, Fall of, end of, or breakup of Yugoslavia
A6. Break-up of Czechoslovakia
A7. End of the Warsaw Pact

B. Explain how nationalism eliminated boundaries. (2 points: 1 explanation + 1 description)

Explanation Description

A shared cultural identity or irredentism uniting
formerly separated nations or peoples into a
single country or state

The reunification of Germany as a single
republic, state, federal state, or country

C. Explain how nationalism created boundaries. (2 points: 1 explanation + 1 description)

Explanation Description
Existing multinational states can be divided into a. Dissolution or breakup of the Soviet
smaller states or nation-states based on one or Union/USSR into the Commonwealth of
more of the following: Independent States (CIS) or into sovereign
independent countries based to some
C1. Local or regional cultural patterns, degree on regional, local, or traditional
including linguistic, religious, and/or ethnic population areas

ethnic similarities

C2. Shared identity or sense of identity and/or b. Dissolution or breakup of Yugoslavia into

sovereign, independent countries based on

belonging . . . .
C3. A common or historical attachment to ethnic and religious differences

place c. Dissolution or breakup of Czechoslovakia
C4. A nation’s desire for self-determination into two sovereign, independent countries

based on regional or traditional ethnic
population areas

D. Describe supranationalism’s effect on boundaries. (2 points: 1 description + 1 description)

D1. Free passage across the internal land boundaries between member states due to the Schengen
Agreement, Maastricht Treaty, or the Treaty on European Union. Border stations, immigration
controls, and customs stations eliminated on internal EU boundaries.
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Question 3 (continued)

D2. Common currency is used across boundaries because of the euro and the existence of a
monetary union. There is no need for currency exchange at internal boundaries.

D3. Free trade of goods crossing boundaries among EU member states without tariffs or inspection
at border crossings because of customs union.

D4. EU external boundary becomes more significant, leading to a hardening of boundaries due to
increased border security, immigration controls, and/or customs enforcement.

D5. Common market allows for the free movement of services, financial capital, and labor across
the internal boundaries between EU member states, to the effect that the EU acts as a singular
economy within a single boundary.

D6. The EU legal system provides protection for the common market, currency, and customs
system among member states and provides a court of human rights, which supersedes the
court systems of member states, and protects EU citizens from discrimination regardless of
where an individual resides within the EU’s boundaries.

D7. The expansion of the EU: some countries applied for EU membership and when accepted
expanded the boundaries across which EU regulations apply.
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Question 3
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may include spelling and grammatical errors.

Overview

This question is mainly a political geography one centered on two concepts: the process of nationalism and the
idea of supranationalism. Supranational political decisions reflect a desire to cooperate in economic, social,
and political arenas; well-prepared students understood that this leads to changes in sovereignty and
challenges to sovereignty. Knowledge of economic geography is useful in describing how supranationalism
affects boundaries, articulating the function of boundaries in regulating economic activity.

In part A students were expected to identify a geopolitical event that led to a change in boundaries.
In part B the student was asked to explain in the abstract how nationalism can lead to the elimination of
boundaries. The student then needed to describe an example of boundary elimination evident in the stimuli.

In part C the student needed to explain how processes of nationalism can lead to the creation of new boundaries,
as well as provide a description of an example that is seen in the maps.

Sample: 3A
Score: 7

The response earned 1 point in part A for the identification of the breakup of the Soviet Union. (A ID) The
response earned 1 point in part B for the explanation of shared cultural identity tying in a shared history, culture,
language, and religion. (B Explanation) An additional 1 point was earned in part B for the description of the
reunification of West and East Germany. (B Description) The response earned 1 point in part C for explaining
that ethnic groups pursue self-determination. (C4) The response an additional 1 point in part C for a detailed
description of the dissolution of Yugoslavia, which broke up into multiple states based on the ethnicity in those
regions. (Cb) The response earned 1 point in part D for describing the free movement and open borders within
Europe. (D1) The response earned an additional 1 point in part D for the description of free trade among the
nations of the European Union, tying in the integrated economies of member states. (D3)

Sample: 3B
Score: 5

The response earned 1 point in part A for identifying the breakup of Yugoslavia. (A5) The response earned 1
point in part B for the explanation of a shared cultural identity within a nation. (B explanation) An additional 1
point was earned in part B for the description of the reunification of Germany into a single state. (B description)
The response earned 1 point in part C for describing the breakup of Yugoslavia because of conflicts among the
different ethnic groups. (Cb) An additional 1 point was earned in part C for explaining that several nations in
Yugoslavia desired self-determination. (C4)

Sample: 3C
Score: 3

The response earned 1 point in part A for identifying the fall of the Soviet Union. (A1) The response earned no
points in part B because the response claims that the elimination of the boundaries is because the countries
have the same goals, which is not linked to shared identity or irredentism. The response earned no points in
part C as the response does not link the ideas of ethnicities, shared identity, and self-determination to the
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Question 3 (continued)

breakup of states. The response earned 1 point in part D for describing the reduction of tariffs within the
European Union. (D3) An additional 1 point was earned in part D for the description of free travel among the
member states of the European Union. (D1)
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