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AP® Human Geography 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

Question  3: Two Stimuli  7 points 

(A) Describe the  concept of a  supranational organization.  1  point  

Accept one of the following: 

• A1. Organization comprising multiple member countries with shared objectives and 
cooperation in political, economic, and/or sociocultural spheres. 

• A2. Organization comprising multiple member countries with common objectives and 
policies that are binding for each member. 

• A3. Organization of multiple member countries that promotes common objectives to 
improve the welfare of member states and/or to represent their interests on the 
global stage. 

• A4. Organization of multiple member countries that collaborate on security, 
educational, cultural, economic, environmental, and political issues that affect them 
individually and as a group. 

(B) Using the gross domestic product  (GDP) data in the table, explain  ONE  economic  benefit  
to a country that joins ASEAN.  

1 point  

Accept one of the following: 

• B1. A country joining ASEAN, with its large and rapidly growing economy, is likely to 
be able to improve the member country’s standard of living. 

• B2. The ASEAN GDP of $2.8 trillion, larger than India and Brazil, gives its members a 
competitive edge in world trade. 

• B3. An economic benefit of belonging to a group of countries with rapid GDP growth 
is growth of GDP per capita over time. 

• B4. Joining ASEAN benefits a new member by becoming part of an economy growing 
twice as fast or faster than Brazil, Japan, the United States, or the EU. 

• B5. The combined GDP of ASEAN countries grew 106% (e.g., more than doubled) in a 
decade, so a new member would likely benefit from participation in a region with one 
of the world’s fastest growth rates. 

© 2021 College Board 



     

  

 

 

     
 

  
     

 
      

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

     
 

   
  

   
      

   
     

    
   

  
 

 

 

     
  

    
 

    
  

 

   

  

AP® Human Geography 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

(C) Using  the ten-year GDP growth data in  the table,  explain ONE way that membership in  
ASEAN will affect the quality of life for citizens in member states.  

1  point  

Accept one of the following: 

• C1. GDP per capita as well as household income will rise (e.g., an average of 10% a 
year, a high rate of growth). 

• C2. Quality of life will improve as rapid GDP growth stimulates government spending 
in education, healthcare, public welfare, and infrastructure (e.g., clean water, power 
grids, sewers). 

• C3. Rapid economic growth will provide citizens greater access to employment and to 
higher-paying jobs, raising household incomes. 

(D) Explain ONE  political advantage for  countries that join a supranational organization, and  
explain ONE  political  disadvantage for  countries that belong to supranational  
organizations.  

2  points  

1.  Advantages. (1 point) 

Accept one of the following: 

• D1a. Increases political and military strength in the face of threats external to the 
organization. 

• D1b. Reduces political or military tensions between member countries. 
• D1c. Food security among member states reduces hunger and incidences of famine 

that can lead to political instability. 
• D1d. Economic growth through trade and other mechanisms (e.g., open borders, free 

trade) can lead to greater political stability for members. 
• D1e. Supranational organizations represent their members on the world stage and act 

in the political interests of the member countries. 
• D1f. Faster or less complicated intergovernmental or diplomatic agreements on trade 

or foreign policy between member states. 

2. Disadvantages.  (1 point)  

Accept one of the following: 

• D2a. Member countries lose sovereignty and/or independence as some supranational 
organizational laws and policies apply to internal political issues. 

• D2b. A financial crisis in one country can spill over to other member states, creating 
political crises. 

• D2c. As member countries appear to lose sovereignty, nationalist and separatist 
movements and parties that reject supranationalism may become problems. 

© 2021 College Board 



    

  

    

    
 

  

  
  

 
    

   
    

  
   

 

   

 

AP® Human Geography 2021 Scoring Guidelines 

(E) Define  the  concept of  economy of scale. 1 point  

Accept one of the following: 

• E1. As the scale of production increases, the average production cost per unit 
decreases. 

• E2. The larger a business is, the greater competitive advantage it has as it is able to 
produce more with greater cost savings. 

• E3. Companies that cut costs and increase production may attain economies of scale 
through greater efficiency. 

• E4. External factors such as access to specialized labor and reduced taxes can lower 
production costs and help companies attain economies of scale. 

(F) Using the data in  the table, explain how economies of scale are important  to 
understanding ASEAN’s competitiveness with  Japan  and China. 

1  point  

Accept one of the following: 

• F1. ASEAN can combine its members’ resources (e.g., land, labor, capital) to increase 
production, reduce costs, and be more competitive with larger economies such as 
China and Japan. 

• F2. ASEAN has a competitive advantage because it has lower labor costs that reduce 
the cost of production for basic goods (e.g., low-technology goods, low-skill goods, 
low-cost goods) making it more efficient and competitive with China and Japan for 
foreign investment. 

• F3. ASEAN has a competitive disadvantage with Japan because Japan’s smaller labor 
force is more effective at manufacturing specialized goods (e.g., high-technology 
goods, high-skill goods, high-cost goods) due to its highly efficient production system. 

• F4. ASEAN has a competitive disadvantage with China because China’s large workforce 
has become better educated and more skilled, moving production from cheaper to 
higher-cost and specialized goods. 

Total for question 3 7 points  

© 2021 College Board 
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AP® Human Geography 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 

The responses to this question were expected to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the concepts of 
supranationalism and supranational organizations. Responses were expected to be able to address reasons 
why countries join supranational organizations, particularly how countries benefit economically and politically 
by joining ASEAN, as well as how quality of life for individual citizens is impacted by ASEAN membership. On 
the flip side, students needed to explain how supranational organizations, in this case ASEAN, challenge state 
sovereignty by limiting the economic or political actions of member states. Further, students were required to 
know the concept of economy of scale and apply that concept to understanding ASEAN’s competitiveness with 
Japan and China. In this question, students’ responses needed to incorporate geographic thinking for 
individuals, countries, supranational organizations, and a large world region. 

Skills  required  of  the  students  were  to  (1)  describe  the  concepts  of  supranational  organizations  and  economy  of  
scale,  (2)  explain  spatial  relationships  in  a  specified  region  of  the  world  by  explaining  a  political  advantage  as  
well  as  a political  disadvantage  to  supranational  organization  membership,  (3)  explain  patterns  and  trends  in  
gross  domestic  product  quantitative  data  to  draw  a  conclusion  about  the  impact  on  countries  and  their  citizens,  
(4)  explain  what  the  data  implies  about  the  geographic  concept  of  economies  of  scale  as  it  applies  to  the  
competitiveness  of  ASEAN  with  the  countries  of  Japan  and  China.  

 

Sample:  3A  
Score: 7 

The response in part A earned 1 point because it describes the concept of a supranational organization as a 
group of countries sharing economic, political, and/or social objectives. 

The response in part B earned 1 point because it explains how a country that joined ASEAN would benefit 
from participation in a region with one of the world’s fastest growth rates. 

The response in part C earned 1 point because it explains how the quality of life will improve as rapid gross 
domestic product growth stimulates government spending in education, health care, public welfare, and 
infrastructure. 

The response in part D1 earned 1 point because it explains how a country that joined a supranational 
organization would have a political advantage by having increased political and military strength in the face of 
threats external to the organization. 

The response in part D2 earned 1 point because it explains that member countries lose 
sovereignty/independence as some supranational organizational laws and policies apply to internal political 
issues. 

The response in part E earned 1 point because it defined the concept of economy of scale by stating that, as the 
scale of production increases, the average per-unit production cost decreases. 

The response in part F earned 1 point because it explained how ASEAN can combine resources to increase 
production, reduce costs, and be more competitive with larger economies such as China and Japan. 

© 2021 College Board. 
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AP® Human Geography 2021 Scoring Commentary 

Question 3 (continued) 

Sample:  3B  
Score: 5 

The response in part A earned 1 point because it describes the concept of a supranational organization as 
multiple countries joining together to achieve political or economic objectives. 

The response in part B earned 1 point because it explains how a country that joined ASEAN, which has a rapid 
gross domestic product growth, would also expect growth of gross domestic product over time. 

The response in part C earned 1 point because it explains how membership in ASEAN would benefit the 
citizens’ quality of life by the improved economy and increasing incomes. 

The response in part D1 earned 1 point because it explains how members of ASEAN would have a political 
advantage because membership increases political and military strength in the face of threats external to the 
organization. 

The response in part D2 earned 1 point because it explains how members of ASEAN could have a 
disadvantage by having to follow the laws and policies of the organization. 

The response in part E did not earn a point because it does not define the concept of economy of scale 

The response in part F did not earn a point because it does not explain how economies of scale are important 
to understand ASEAN’s competitiveness with Japan and China. 

Sample:  3C  
Score: 3 

The response in part A earned 1 point because it describes the concept of a supranational organization as 
states working together for economic and political objectives. 

The response in part B did not earn a point because it does not explain how, based on gross domestic product 
data, a country that joins ASEAN would receive an economic benefit. 

The response in part C did not earn a point because it does not explain why ASEAN’s gross domestic product 
growth would affect the quality of life for the citizens in member states. 

The response in part D1 earned 1 point because it explains how members of ASEAN would have a political 
advantage because membership increases political and military strength in the face of threats external to the 
organization. 

The response in part D2 earned 1 point because it explains how members of ASEAN could have a 
disadvantage as members lose sovereignty/independence as some supranational organizational laws and 
policies apply to internal political issues. 

The response in part E did not earn a point because it does not define the concept of economy of scale. 

The response in part F did not earn a point because it does not correctly explain how economies of scale with 
greater efficiency and lower cost inputs are important to understanding ASEAN’s competitiveness with Japan 
and China. 
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