
Universal Health Coverage indicators
(SDG 3.8.1 and 3.8.2 and related)

Consultation process overview

uhc_stats@who.int 



2

Interpreters Available : All 6 UN languages! 

Select your language

When the time comes, do 
not hesitate to ask your 
questions in one of the 
following languages: 
• Arabic
• Chinese
• English
• French
• Spanish
• Russian



Interactions & Questions : Virtual Participants
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*Join Audio: Select how 
you want to join the call; 
either by phone or 
through your computer.

Participants: Click here 
to see the list of 
participants in the 
meeting.

For Q & A: Click here 
to ask your questions  
BUT do not hesitate to 
ask  them verbally in 
your own language 
when the time comes!

Leave Meeting: 
Click here to leave 
the meeting.



Other housekeeping information
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We will first give a presentation and show the UHC consultation materials

Following the presentation, there will be a period for Questions and Answers

We will first take questions verbally; they will be simultaneously  translated 

– please raise your hand and we will turn on your microphone 

We will then read questions from the Q & A

Please keep your cameras off unless speaking

uhc_stats@who.int 
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Outline
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1. UHC definition and monitoring
2. Service coverage and lack of financial protection indicators
3. UHC consultation process overview
4. UHC consultation objectives
5. UHC consultation documentation pack
6. The importance of tracking both UHC dimensions
7. Outputs
8. Key dates
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1. Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
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UHC means everyone, everywhere can receive the quality health 
services they need across the life course without facing financial 
hardship. 

Reaching the goal of UHC by 2030 requires proactive, targeted and 
accelerated efforts building on strong data and evidence. 

To track progress towards UHC with the highest possible quality data 
WHO is conducting this consultation
uhc_stats@who.int 



2. Service coverage and lack of financial protection indicators
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Advances in Universal Health Coverage are tracked through indicators on: 

• Service coverage (SDG 3.8.1) 

• Lack of financial protection (Financial hardship, SDG 3.8.2 and related)

uhc_stats@who.int 



1. UHC is an SDG target:
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Target 3.8: Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk 

protection, access to quality essential health-care services and access to safe, 

effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all 

Target 3.8 has two sub-targets: 3.8.1 is focused on the coverage of essential 

health services while 3.8.2 aims to capture the financial protection dimension of 

UHC 

uhc_stats@who.int 



1. UHC is an SDG target:
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The United Nations recognizes WHO as the custodian agency for SDG indicators 

3.8.1 and 3.8.2 and the World Bank as the co-custodian agency for 3.8.2.

WHO support for monitoring financial protection and service coverage is 

underpinned by a World Health Assembly resolution* on sustainable health 

financing, universal coverage and social health insurance.

* Several regional resolutions exist

uhc_stats@who.int 
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2. UHC Service Coverage Index (SDG 3.8.1)

Source: Hogan et al. (2018), Monitoring universal health coverage within the Sustainable Development Goals: development and baseline data for an index of essential health services, Lancet Glob Health 2018; 6: e152–68

<- Nested geometric average of 14 tracer indicatorsuhc_stats@who.int 



(Financial hardship-SDG 3.8.2 and related)

Incidence of catastrophic OOPs:
• All regions - SDG 3.8.2-budget share approach: Proportion of 

the population with large household expenditures on health:
greater than 10% of total household’s expenditure or income.
greater than 25 % of total household’s expenditure or 
income(budget share approach)

• In WHO/Europe- food, housing, and utilities approach : The
proportion of households with out-of-pocket payments greater than 
40% of household capacity to pay

Incidence of Impoverishing health spending 
(related to SDG 1):
people are impoverished or further impoverished 
below a poverty line because of OOPs

2. Lack of financial protection indicators

uhc_stats@who.int 



3. Consultation process

13

• Consultation on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) indicators of Universal Health Coverage 

(UHC) happens every two years

• Circular letter (C.L.48.2022) informed countries/territories/ areas that the consultation would 

be virtual through uhc_stats@who.int, the WHO UHC monitoring mailbox

• Two SDG indicators: SDG 3.8.1 (service coverage) and Financial Protection (3.8.2 and related)

• Each country/territory/area nominated at least one focal point, but ideally, there should be one 

for service coverage and another one for financial protection indicators

• Countries/territories/areas have about 5 weeks to review the documentation pack

uhc_stats@who.int 



3. Consultation process
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• Once the consultation is closed, there will be no other opportunities to incorporate 

the feedback in the planned update of global international databases

• The country/territory/area level data is based on WHO's quality standards for data 

publication, as adopted by the Executive Board members during its 111th session.

• The eligibility of the estimates included in the consultation is based on a comparison 

of statistics produced during the data analysis and those publicly available.

uhc_stats@who.int 



4. Consultation objectives

15

• To inform the country/territory/area about WHO’s efforts to support the monitoring of UHC at 

a global, regional and country level and to obtain feedback on this work

• Countries/territories/areas are asked to:

 comment on the service coverage and financial protection methods, data sources, and estimates and 

support comments with evidence or by new data for which the source and method of collection are 

documented

 provide advice on primary data sources that may not have been previously reported or used

 share information about any national framework adopted to monitor financial protection in health

uhc_stats@who.int 



5. Consultation documentation pack sent from uhc_stats@who.int
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PDF files:
 UHC Service Coverage: Index Metadata - describes the methods for SDG 3.8.1 on service coverage and its components

 UHC financial protection (SDG 3.8.2 and related): methods - describes approach adopted to track financial protection 
with indicators of catastrophic health spending (SDG 3.8.2 as well as regional definitions were available) and 
impoverishing health spending (related to SDG 1); Table of content description OR briefing (WHO European region); 
potential data sources (if no estimates are available)

Excel files:
 service coverage indicators with indicators’ values for SDG 3.8.1 and its components

 estimates of financial protection indicators with indicators’ values for SDG 3.8.2 and related (including regional in WHO 
Europe)

uhc_stats@who.int 



5. Content – Service coverage indicators
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• Sheet 2, Index includes the data and the methods used to calculate the overall index, sub-
indexes and indicators.

• Please note that the grey cells are either have already or are currently going through a separate consultation process. Contact 
uhc_stats@who.int if you have questions or comments about these numbers and we will connect you with the relevant technical 
program for discussion.

• Sheet 3, Charts to visualize the time series for the overall index, sub-indexes and indicators

• Sheet 4, Data sources used for each 
data point

• Sheet 5, Definitions of each indicator

• Sheet 6, Acronyms that are used 
throughout the spreadsheet 

uhc_stats@who.int 
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5. Financial protection indicators
(all regions other than the WHO European Region)
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Background 
section

uhc_stats@who.int 
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These draft estimates are for consultation: SDG indicators have NOT been updated; SDG related 
indicators have been updated***

These are draft estimates for consultation: the country/territory/ area is kindly requested to update 
them. WHO can assist you to do so. Please contact uhc_stats@who.int***

uhc_stats@who.int 
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• The draft estimates in this table have been 
produced by the World Health Organization.

• The draft estimates in this table have been 
produced by the World Bank.

• The draft estimates in this table have been 
produced by the country, territory, or area (with 
or without collaborating with WHO and/or the WB).

• Based on income
• Based on expenditure

uhc_stats@who.int 
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5. Financial protection indicators-WHO European Region
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uhc_stats@who.int &  euhsf@who.int
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Notes: The vertical dotted line corresponds to the 2017 global incidence rate of catastrophic health spending (13.2%) defined as the proportion of the population with household out-of-pocket health 
expenditures exceeding 10% of household budget.  The horizontal dotted line corresponds to the 2017 global population-weighted average service coverage (65). Country level FH trends are based on 
observed survey-based estimates available to WHO as of December 15, 2021 and will be available soon at WHO Global Health Observatory database. 

A focus on one dimension only could be misleading
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6. It is critical to track both UHC dimensions

Increase in service coverage is better
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https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/financial-protection


7. Outputs: Reports
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The country-level data is also featured in:
 Global reports to be released in 2023:

• UHC Global Monitoring Report (GMR)
• HLM Report (UNGA)
• SDG Reports

 Regional and country/territories/areas reports

WHO- European region – regional and country level reports June 2023
uhc_stats@who.int 
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Following the consultation, UHC indicators will become accessible in several international 
databases:

The UNSD SDG data portal – July 2023
(SDG 3.8.1 and SDG 3.8.2 indicators)
• https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
The WHO Global Health Observatory (GHO) database - September 2023
(SDG 3.8.1 and all financial protection indicators – SDG 3.8.2 and related including 
regional definitions)
• https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/financial-protection/
The World Bank HEFPI data portal - TBD
(SDG 3.8.1 and financial protection indicators – SDG 3.8.2 and related).
• https://datatopics.worldbank.org/health-equity-and-financial-protection/
The European Health Information Gateway (regional indicators of financial protection)
https://gateway.euro.who.int/en/datasets/uhcfp/

7. Outputs: Updated Global database(s)

uhc_stats@who.int 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/financial-protection/
https://datatopics.worldbank.org/health-equity-and-financial-protection/
https://gateway.euro.who.int/en/datasets/uhcfp/
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Nov-Dec. 22

Nominations: Focal points 
reconfirmation or nomination via e-

mail to uhc_stats@who.int

Jan. 23

Country consultation starts with email 
from uhc_stats@who.int as described 

in the Circular Letter

13/14 Feb. 23

Webinars on UHC consultation process

1st Mar. 23

Country consultation is closed

Jul 23 & Sep. 23

Databases releases:
SDG 3.8.1 & 3.8.2 only through 

the UN SDG database
All indicators through WHO & WB 

databases

Sep. 23

Global UHC report released during the 
High-Level Meeting on Universal 

Health Coverage in the UN General 
Assembly

Important key dates



Contact details :
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• General:  uhc_stats@who.int
• Specific to service coverage: 

subject heading (SDG 3.8.1) - uhc_stats@who.int
• Specific to (the lack of) financial protection

subject heading (SDG 3.8.2 and related) 
All other regions:  uhc_stats@who.int
WHO European region : uhc_stats@who.int &  euhsf@who.int

(WHO European regional indicators)

mailto:uhc_stats@who.int
mailto:uhc_stats@who.int
mailto:uhc_stats@who.int
mailto:uhc_stats@who.int
mailto:euhsf@who.int


We welcome your questions
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We will first give a presentation and show the UHC consultation materials

Following the presentation, there will be a period for Questions and Answers

We will first take questions verbally – please raise your hand and we will 

turn on your microphone

We will then read questions from the Q & A– please enter your questions in 

the Q & A at any point and these will be read at one time by the panelists

Please keep your cameras off unless speaking

uhc_stats@who.int 
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