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1 ABSTRACT
Evaluation has always been a critical component of information
retrieval, and there have been some type of shared evaluations since
the 1960s. The Cranfield test collection was used by multiple groups,
starting with Gerard Salton in the 60s, and then by researchers at
the University of Cambridge during the 1970s. But different versions
of the collection were used and there was little attempt to compare
results across systems. The creation of the large TIPSTER collection
in 1990, followed by the first Text REtrieval Conference (TREC) in
1992 reframed the shared concept to mean not only using the same
test collection, but also having a specific shared task, which in 1992
was an adhoc search tasks for 50 topics. Researchers could compare
systems, and then incorporate what was jointly learned into their
own systems. This paradigm grew in TREC to encompass new
community information retrieval tasks, such as question answering
and working with web data. It also branched into other new areas,
such as video retrieval (whichwas spun off into TRECvid), and cross-
language retrieval, which led to the formation of the European CLEF
in 2000. Other shared evaluations like NTCIR in Japan and FIRE in
India were organized, each targeting retrieval tasks most pertinent
to their research communities. All of these evaluations have evolved
over the years as the interests of the research groups have changed,

with evaluations in 2019 tackling problems of tracking emergency
situations by following tweet streams, identifying birds by their
calls, or working with Lifelogs.
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