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Introduction 
Humanities	 scholars	 have	 historically	 used	 ar-

chives	that	include	restricted	or	privacy-sensitive	col-
lections	in	order	to	conduct	their	investigations	about	
sensitive	topics.	The	recent	developments	in	digitiza-
tion	and	dissemination	technologies	present	the	pos-
sibility	of	making	archival	collections	broadly	availa-
ble.	Furthermore,	collections	of	new,	born-digital	doc-
uments	 will	 be	 readily	 available	 to	 support	 and	 en-
hance	scholarship.	However,	such	access	has	also	ex-
acerbated	threats	to	the	privacy	of	individuals	named	
in	 these	 records.	 Examples	 of	 such	 privacy-sensitive	
records	 include	 mental	 health	 institutional	 records,	
prison	 records,	 records	 of	 the	 Truth	 and	Reconcilia-
tion	Commission,	Nazi	 archives,	 and	 the	Guatemalan	
police	archives.	In	the	physical	world,	access	to	these	
records	is	protected	by	distance,	physical	access,	and	
a	 variety	 of	 national	 and	 local	 statutes.	 The	 legal	
framework	for	digital	records	is	substantially	behind	
that	 for	 physical	 records.	 Furthermore,	 the	 online	
availability	of	such	records	has	a	potential	to	stigma-
tize	or	embarrass	the	families	or	descendants	of	those	
named	in	the	records	when	they	bear	no	responsibility	
for	 the	 acts	 or	 afflictions	 of	 the	 named	 individuals,	
raising	ethical	issues	in	providing	broad,	open	access	
to	these	records.	

The	organizers	are	studying	the	 legal,	conceptual,	
and	practical	issues	in	harnessing	such	privacy-sensi-
tive	collections	 in	 the	service	of	scholarship—for	ex-
ample	in	history	(of	medicine	and	mental	health),	law,	
and	social	services.	Our	research	is	funded	by	the	An-
drew	 W.	 Mellon	 Foundation	 (grant	 number:	
11500653)	under	the	scholarly	communications	pro-
gram.	

This	workshop	will	invite	broad	participation	from	
scholars	and	practitioners	who	work	with	or	are	inter-
ested	 in	 issues	 surrounding	 humanities	 scholarship	
supported	 or	 enhanced	 by	 digital,	 privacy-sensitive	
collections.	A	non-exhaustive	list	of	topics	of	 interest	
include:	

• Digitization,	 curation,	 and	 preservation	 of	
privacy-sensitive	collections	

• Theoretical	and	metadata	models	
• Policies,	workflows,	and	protections	 for	ac-

cessing	materials	
• Issues	 in	 using	 cloud	 services	 for	 privacy-

sensitive	materials	storage	and	scholarship	
• Scholarly	information	behavior	and	needs	
• Models	for	balancing	privacy	of	named	enti-

ties	versus	access	to	specific	demographics	
• Mechanisms	 and	 models	 for	 data	 retrieval	

from	handwritten	documents	
• Privacy-aware	 digital	 repository	 architec-

tures	
• Privacy-aware	 crowdsourcing	 and	 tran-

scription	methods	
• Privacy	 issues	 in	 designing	 user	 interfaces	

and	data	visualizations	
• Privacy	 mitigation	 in	 data	 analytics	 and	

presentation	
• Evaluation	 of	 existing	 software,	 infrastruc-

ture,	and	techniques	
• Social	 justice	 issues	 and	non-scholarly	 out-

comes	of	work	with	restricted	collections	
	

Workshop organizers 
Unmil P. Karadkar 
Unmil	P.	Karadkar	is	an	assistant	professor	in	the	

School	 of	 Information	 at	 The	 University	 of	 Texas	 at	
Austin.	He	situates	his	work	at	the	intersection	of	dig-
ital	libraries,	human-computer	interaction,	and	visual-
ization.	He	studies	data	practices	of	researchers	with	
an	 eye	 toward	 identifying	 unmet	 information	 needs.	
Based	on	an	understanding	of	these	needs,	he	designs	
software	to	support	their	evolving	practices	and	eval-
uates	the	impact	of	this	software	on	their	work.	His	re-
search	contributes	to	areas	such	as	the	design	of	digi-
tal	collection	interfaces	and	digital	humanities.	His	re-
search	has	been	funded	by	the	National	Science	Foun-
dation,	Texas	General	Land	Office,	USAA,	and	most	re-
cently,	the	Andrew	W.	Mellon	Foundation.	

 King Davis 



King	Davis	is	a	research	professor	in	the	School	of	
Information	at	The	University	of	Texas	at	Austin	and	
has	 made	 outstanding	 contributions	 in	 the	 field	 of	
Health	and	Mental	Health	over	the	last	three	decades.		
Dr.	Davis	held	the	Robert	Lee	Sutherland	Chair	in	Men-
tal	Health	and	Social	Policy	at	the	University	of	Texas	
at	Austin,	School	of	Social	Work.	From	2003-2008,	Dr.	
King	also	served	as	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Hogg	
Foundation,	which	 awards	 grants	 and	manages	 pro-
grams	to	improve	mental	health	research	and	services	
in	Texas.	Prior	to	his	work	in	Texas,	Dr.	Davis	served	
as	 the	 Commissioner	 of	 the	 Department	 of	 Mental	
Health,	Mental	Retardation	and	Substance	Abuse	Ser-
vices	 for	 the	 Commonwealth	 of	 Virginia	 by	 Virginia	
Governor	L.	Douglas	Wilder.	He	also	has	served	as	the	
John	Galt	Chair	in	Public	Mental	Health	at	the	Univer-
sity	of	Virginia’s	Department	of	Psychiatry.	Dr.	Davis	
has	held	academic	appointments	at	Washington	Uni-
versity	 in	 St.	 Louis,	 Virginia	 Commonwealth	 Univer-
sity,	Eastern	Virginia	Medical	School	and	Norfolk	State	
University.	Dr.	

Davis	 received	his	PhD	 from	Brandeis	University,	
Florence	Heller	School	 for	Social	Policy	and	Manage-
ment,	 and	 his	MSW	 from	 California	 State	 University	
Fresno,	School	of	Social	Work.	He	has	written	and	pub-
lished	numerous	articles	and	reports	on	mental	health,	
fund	 raising,	managed	health	 care	 and	 social	 justice.	
His	book,	The	Color	of	Social	Policy,	was	published	in	
2004.	

Target audience and expected number of 
participants 

This	is	our	first	workshop	on	this	topic	and	we	are	
unsure	what	the	interest	will	be.	In	this	light,	we	have	
tried	to	make	the	topic	as	broad	as	possible,	while	re-
taining	 the	 core	 characteristics	 and	 constraints	 that	
we	have	found	in	our	work.	Our	poster	at	DH	2014	was	
well-received	 and	 several	 conference	 attendees	 ex-
pressed	an	 interest	 as	well	 as	 challenges	 in	working	
with	 collections	 similar	 to	ours.	The	 collections	 they	
described	were	 geographically	 and	 topically	diverse.	
With	this	experience,	we	anticipate	receiving	10	to	20	
submissions	and	accepting	8	to	10	for	presentation	at	
the	workshop.	We	are	unable	to	gauge	the	level	of	in-
terest	in	the	DH	community	in	attending	the	workshop	
without	presenting.		
Length and format 

We	propose	to	hold	our	workshop	for	one	day.	This	
time	frame	will	allow	for	adequate	exploration	of	the	
various	aspects	of	the	workshop	topics	as	well	as	do-

mains	 via	 presentations,	 as	 well	 as	 in-depth	 discus-
sion.	We	 are	 open	 to	 conducting	 the	workshop	 on	 a	
single	day	or	as	two	half	days.	

The	workshop	will	be	held	in	a	seminar	style,	with	
several	short	and	long	presentations.	Individuals	may	
participate	 in	 the	workshop	without	presenting.	The	
organizers	will	include	an	open	discussion	time	to	en-
gage	the	audience	and,	especially,	to	tease	out	aspects	
of	 scholarship	 with	 privacy-sensitive	 digital	 collec-
tions	that	the	presentations	do	not	cover.	

 Program Committee 
We	 will	 assemble	 a	 diverse	 program	 committee	

that	includes	scholars	and	practitioners	with	a	diverse	
expertise.	Potential	invitees	include:	

• Tom	Cramer,	Assistant	University	Librarian-
Library	Technology,	Stanford	University	

• Karen	Estlund,	Associate	Dean	 for	Technol-
ogy	 and	 Digital	 Strategies,	 Penn	 State	 Uni-
versity	Libraries	

• Donald	Fyson,	Professor-History,	Universite	
Laval	

• Pat	 Galloway,	 Professor-Information	 Stud-
ies,	 The	University	 of	 Texas	 at	 Austin	Gary	
Geisler,	UX	Designer,	Stanford	University	Li-
braries	

• Geoffrey	 Rockwell,	 Professor-Philoshophy	
and	Humanities	Computing,	University	of	Al-
berta	Martin	Summers,	Associate	Professor-
History,	Boston	College	

We	 welcome	 input	 from	 the	 DH	 2017	 program	
committee	 for	 additional	 suggestions	 for	 program	
committee	members.	

	


