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COMPLAIRT BY THE UNION OF BUHMA REGARDING AGGRESSION
AGAINSTITBYTHEGWEBMENDWTEEREPHBLICOFCBIIM

28
Ietter deted € September 1954 from the Permement Representative
of Burme addressed to the _Secretery-Oeneral of the United Hations

Wew York, 27 September 1954

In a.ccorﬂ.ance with paragraph: B of Generel Assembly resolution 717 (VIII),
‘I have the honour , under the instructicns of ny Govermment, to submit copies
of the following:
"Report to the ninth session ‘of the Gemeral Assembly by the Govermment
of the Union of Purme on the’ presence of foreign forces 1n its
territories.”
(signed) J. BARRINGTON

Permenent Representative of
» - Burme to the United Nations
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REPCRT TO THE NINTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS CENERAL ASSEMBLY
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNTON OF BURMA ON THE PRESENCE OF FCREIGHN
FOROES IN ITS TERRITORIES

It will be recalled thet vhen the complaint of the Union of Burme was first
debated at the seventh (rgsumea) sesslon, the Gemeral Assembly, at its L28th
plenary meeting held on 23 April 1953, adopted resolution Td? (?II} of thet date,
by 59 votes to none, with only Chine sbsteining.

The resolution runs:

"The General Assembly, _
"Having exemined the complaint by the delegation of the Union of Burma

regarding the presence, hostile activities end depredations of forelgn
forces in the territory of the Union of Burma,

"Considerigg that thege facts constitute s violation of thé territory
gnd soversignty of the Union of Burme,

"Affirming that eny essistence given to these forces which enables
them to remein in the territofy of the Union of Burme or to continue thelr
hostile scts mgeinst a Member State is éontrary to the Cherter of the
United Nations,

l"Consiclering that the refusal of theses forces to suvbmit to disarmament
or intermnment is contrery to interngtiomel lgw and usage,

".. Deplores this situstion end condemms the presence of these forces in
Burms and their hostile acts egeinst thaet country;

"2, Declares that these foreign forces must be disermed and either egree
to0 interoment or leave the Union of Burme forthwith;

"3. Reguests all States to respect the territorial integrity and political
independence of the Union of Burma in eccordance with the principles of the
Cherter;

"4, Recommends that the negotigtions now in progress through the good
offices of certein Member Stetes should be pursued, in order to put en end
to this seriocus situation by means of the Immediete disermement and withdrewal
of the said forces from the territory of Burme or by means of their
disarmement and internment;
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"5. Urges all Stabes:

(a) To efford the Govebnment of the Union of Burma on its request
all the asglstance in their power to facilitate by peaceful means
the evacuation of these forces from Burma; end

(b) To refrain from furnishlng any assistance to these forces which
may eneble them to remain in the territory of the Union of Burme or
to continue their hosti}e actes against that country;

"6. Invites the Government &f the.Uhion of Burme to report on the, situation

to the Generael Assembly at its eighth session.”

In sccordance with the sbove resolution, the Govermment of the Union of Burma
submitted its report, dated 31 Aqgust 1955 (A/2468 of 1L September 1953),. to the
eighth session of the Assembly, qnd in the report 1t wes stated thet nothing
effective had heappened by wey of implementatlon of the resolution.

on 20 October 1953 the Joint Military Committee et Bangkok issusd the
following statement: u

"The Republic of China has agsured Thailsnd and the United States that
about 2,000 foreign forces tbgether with thelr dependents will be evecugted
from Burmé; thet g1l foreié@ forces refusing to leave Burme under this plan
gre disavowed; end that it;vill not help thosge remgining with any supplies.

"This propossal wes made! to the Burmese Govermment through diplometic

channels end the latter has.agreed that slthough she did not feel sble %o

rejoin the Joint Military Committee in Bangkok, she would not interfere with

the proposed evacuation; wqpld assure co-operation with the Jeint Militery

Committee as for as possiblqk and that militery action against the evacuees

would cease wntil 15 Nbvembér, on provision that the Republic of Ching

accepted ‘these assurances. ' The Repﬁblic of Chine assented to this;
therefore, there is agreemeﬂt between Thailend, the Republic of China, and
~the United States on the evﬁguation, and Burms, agrees not to interfere and
to co-operate with the Jblnq Military Committee. On this basis, Thalland,
the Republic of China and the United States have proceeded to teke
preliminery action,_includiﬂg srrangement for housing, security, evacuation

team and alr transport.
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"The first group of evaecuees is due 4o errive at the border during

the first week of November for reception by the Joint Military Committee -

end. evacuation through Thailand to Telwen."

The discussion in the First Committee began om 31 October 1953, and went on
till 5 November. 1In the course of the debate it was reported Ehat the evacuation
was about‘to begin, and thus, in order to héve g clesrer plcture of what was
happening, the discussion of the metter was postponed. The discussion was
resumed on 27 November. It continued till 4 December end, finally, at the
470th plenary meeting held on 8 December 1955, the General Assembly adopted the
following resolution, by 56 votes to none, with one (China) sbstention -
(resolution 717 (VIII)):

- "The General Assembly, _
"Hawing considered the report dated 31 August 1953 of
the Government of-the Uhioh of Burme on the‘situation relating to the presence

of fbreign Torees in its territory, and all other informetion on the subject
laid before the Assembly, _

"l. Notes thet limited evacuation of persomnel of these foreign forces
hes begun as from 7 November 1953;

“2. Expresses concern that few srms have been surrendered by them;

"3.  Appreelates the efforts of the United States of America and Thailand
in striving for the evacuation of these forces; -

"W,  Urges that efforts be continued on the part of those concerned for the
evacuation or internment of these foreign forces and the surrender of all
arms;

"5. Beaffirms General Assembly resolution 707 (VIIL) of 23 April 1953,
and in particular;

"g. Urges upon all States to refrain from furnighing any sssistance to
these forces which may eneble them to remein in the ﬁerritory of the Union
of Burms or to continue their hostile ascts against that country;

"T. Invites the Govermments concerned to inform the Genersl Assembly of
eny action that they have taken to implement the present resolution;

"8. Requests the Government of the Union of Burme to report on the

situation to the General Assembly ms sppropriste.”
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The first phese of the evacuation tock place while the eighth Assembly was
in session. It actually'began on 7 Novenmber and ended on 8 Deceriber. A totel
of 1,810 men including the sick, the wounded, the infirm end children dressed
as soldiers, plus U39 dependents, were evacuvated. A very small amount:of
unserviceable and ancient weepons were surrendered and destroyed by the Joint
Militery Commnitiee,

On being aessured that the Chinese were in earnest about furiher évacuation,
a cegse-fire ﬁas again declared as of effect from 3 January 1954 in respecﬁ of
certain ereaes, vhich would eneble the evacuees to group and to withdraw, towards
the border. In addition, the Burmese Government agreed to the request that
grms surrendered be flowm out éf Burma. -

short of rejoining the Joint Militery Committee, the Burmese acceded to
every request made by the Joint Military Commi ttee end, as things worked out,
every co-operation was given by the Buwrmese observers and commanders of troops
epe?ating in the locality, end even if they did not formally sit on the-Committee;
the effect was the ssme. The Burmese cobservers were sble to make their
contribution to facilitate the evacuation.

In spite of these gensrous concessiong the second phase of the evacughbion
began cnly on 1k February, and by 28 February, out of the expected 3,000 only
9T0 had heen evacuated, inclusive of depsndents. In deference to the wishes of
the Joint Committee, the cease-fire was extended-again‘in regpect of certain
BIeas. By 19 Mapch, the second phase had ended, The total evacuated:during
this phase.includes 2,791 men and 659 dependents. A fair qﬁantity of arms snd
ammunition were surrendered and these were gir-lifted from Kengtung airfield on
6 April. As & further gesture of Burmese geperosity, 177 prlsoners of , war and
seven dependents and 175 Chinese ‘refugees who have expressed their desire to
proceed to Formosa were ‘alr-lifted from Mendalay and Meiktila to Lampang in
Théiland‘On 18 end 21 April respectively.

. About the beginning of March 1954, the Burmese Army moved into the sreas in
respect of which the ceasleire hed ended. Bembing on & small scale was also
resorted fo, and this led to.the_Permanent Representative of Nationalist China
lodging his protest regerding alleged violations of the cease-fire agreement
(document 472643 dated 19 March 195h)Q The Permanent Representative for the
Union of Burme in a letter dated 1 April 1954 (document A/26hL dated 5 April 1954}
replied that the allegations were without foundation.
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The army operatlons concluded with the re-occupation of the northern and
middle sectors by 1 April, leaving the southern sector (Tennaserim) to be dealt
with, In this letter sector, the Chinese had originally joined hands with
the Keren insurgents, but at thet juncture they had fallen out end the Burmese
Govermment was informed that, with the Chinese in‘the'north evecuating, there
were some 1n the Tenneserim sector who wented to do likewise. In order to
eneble the Chinese to withdraw, the Burmese forces slowed dovn the operations
and & cease-Tire zone Wes dramnyup around Palu. In the Kewkareik area, however,
the operations went on till Myaweddy, on the Thai-Burmese border, was re~occupled
on 17 April. By this time the Chinese troops had withdrewn into the Palu area
end therefore the cesse-~-flre in respect of this area was extended to 15 Mey.

The third phase of the evacuation began on 1 Mey end ended on T May, the
totel number evacuated being 727 men and forty-four dependents. As there were
no more troops willing to evacuate from this sector, with the coﬁsent of the
Joint Militery Cammittee, the cease-fire which was to be effective till 15 Mey
vas called off.

Cn 30 May,,there was e news report emenating from Taipeh‘gnnouncing the
dissolution of his army by General Li Ml, thereby indicating that he would not
hold himsell responsible for the remsinder who hed not teken adventege of the
facilities for evacuation. o

Though et the end of this third phase the Joint Committee remeined &t
Bangkok in the hope that some more would signify thelr desire to come out, no
further evacuation has teken plaée'and, by & stétemént mede on 29 July, the
Joint Militery Committee announced its intentlon to keep feecilities open up
to ;VSeptember. The Committee has ceased to operate as of that date.

The Burmese position has always been thet there were some 12,000 treops
operating in Burme. A total of 5, 328 men and 1,1h2 dependeﬁts have evacuated
the country, but about the same number stlll remaln, complete with BXMS . The
evacuation was solely on a voluntary'basis, and thus some of the generals who
had,tasted the fruits of a moncpoly in oplum have chosen to remein behind.
Added to this number would be those who 4id not want to go to Formosa, end those
logally recrulbed.
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While the Government of Burmp desires to meke known its slncere gppreciation
end gratitude for the assistence &endered under difficult clrcumstences by
the United States of Americea and.Thﬁiland, end to thelr representatives on the
Joint Committee for bringing about the evacugtion of those that have left Burme,
it would at the same time sound & note of warning thet the matter has merely
eased, and that the danger has ncf yet been eradicated. Cf late, there has
‘been an attempt at re-orgenizetion by the troops that stayed behind, and it is
reported tﬁat the'remnants heve regrouped themselves, with concentrations on
the northern sector of the Thei-Burmese bhorder. With & 1ull in the opersgtions,
e substantiel number has come back into Burmese tefritory and & serious but
unsuccessiul ettempt was made tojoccupy the Mong~Ton Mong Heng valley late in
June. The town of Mon Hkak,' thirty-seven miles nbrth of Kengtung, wes besieged
for twelve deys by é force estimated at 500 strong. A re-enlistment drive in
respect of‘stragglers is reported to be under wey. An slarming report is to
the effect that certain so-celled enti-communist Chinese orgenizations of
Singapore snd Bangkok have deéide& to aliocate 600,000 US dollers tc maintain
these troops in Burﬁa. | ‘

The reports may be exsggersted but what cannot be denied is the fact that
grmed troops rumning into some six thousend are still hugging the Thei-Burme
border, ostensibly to resort to an antl-communist drive, but primarily to enrich
themselves by controlling the oplum trede and manufecturing counterfeit currency
notes gt the same time. Obviously the situation is not one which permits of
complacency.

This report would not be complete without an expression of the gratitude
vwhich the Government of the Union of Burme feels towards the United ﬁations.

The strong moral gupport which,thé Union of Burme hes recelved, withouﬁ e _
dissenting vote, from this Organizetion has undoubtedly contributed substentielly
towarda the easing of this probleﬁ. In reiterating its sincere thanks for this.
support, the Government of the Unicn of Burme i§ confident thaet it wili continué
to receive tﬁe'suppqrt of the United Natione in such messuree as may still be
necegsary to liqpidate the prdbleﬁ in its entirety. |

(Signed) Seo HKUN HKIO
~Foreign Minlster

.Government of the Unioﬁ
New York, 27 September 1954 of Burme

-
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