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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

During the last two years the United Nations has witnessed a welcome 

expansion of its membership and has thus made considerable progress in makipg 
' 

the Organization more representative in character. This in itself shows that 

there is an increasing desire that the United Nations, and particularly ita main 

organs such as the General Assembly and the Security Council among others, should 

reflect truly the views of all states, 

In view of these developments ·it is appropriate and urgent that the United 

Nations should consider and remedy the major lacuna which continues to exist as 

a result of the absence of effective representation of China. It is clear that, 

in the absence of the Government of about a quarter of the world's population, the 

organs of the United Nations cannot successfully pursue their task of fulfilling 

the objectives of the Charter. This is all the more so in view of the special 

Charter obligations of China as a permanent membe~ of the Security Council. 

Furthermore, it can no longer be gainsaid or overlooked that the Central People's 

Government of China is the only Government which, on behalf of China, is able 

and willing to carry out the obligations of United Nations membership in 

accordance with the Charter. Even though that Government has so far been 

prevented from taking its rightful place in the United Nations its spokesmen 

have frequently upheld both the Organization and its Charter. For example, the 

Prime Minister of China was a strong su:Pporter of the Organization at the. Asian­

African Conference held at Bandung.in April 1955. 

It behoves the United Nations to look at the queption of the representation 

of China not only from the point of view of the legitimate rights of the Chinese 

people and their Government, but also from the point of view of the effectiveness 

of the Organization itself and the obligation which all Members have to strengthen 

the Organization and to assist in achieving its objectives and purposes. Having 

regard to these important considerations the virtual absence of China is a major 

handicap to the progress of the work of the Organization. 

The absence of genuine Chinese representation deprives the United Nations 

of the presence of spokesmen of a very large number of people whose economic and 

social needs and possible contribution to the Organization in these fields should 

I .. . 



A/3663 
English 
Page 3 

II ' 
be taken into a count, and of , important Government whose participation ~n the 

I ' II' 
United Nations. 1~uld contribute Ito the solution of eJ.l problems and. particfarly 

to those affect pg direct~y the !Far East and such matters as disa:rmament, "1\he 
j • . ': II 

use of atomic e er:gy for peace purposes and the economic betterment of 
' , · II 

under-develop~d jieountries, , e~re, witl:lo'l.lt effective Chinese represe~tation 

there exl.sts ®!imbalance which militates against full weight be:Lng given :frn the 

. counsels of tll,e !'!united Na~ions , o the voice of a great portion of Asia. jl 

In view of ~he above .consi. etations, at the eleventh session of the Gineral 
: I' : .' fi 

Assembly the Go ~r:IJlllent ofi Indi proposed .a se~rate item. entitled. "Represoilntation 
;; I' I ' II 

of China in t~e pnited Ne;~ion&'' , 'llhis yrear, the continuing ste.lemat.; rega{j
1

ding 
disarmament 1 ~ . the n(;led to . e progress on e., broad basis in eJ.l other f . elds 

of the United •. ;N 1 ~:J.oas aotivitie 1,. make it all. the more necesse.ry.and urgen
1 

th. at 
the UnitedNati ?a should &:~.ve frompt consideration to putting an end to t

1
e 

present lack of jrepresent~tion ff the Chinese people and their Governinent.lf 

Besides, such :c ns;l.deratiqn woj-d be in f!.Ceordanae with paragraph 2 of Gen~re.l 
Assembly resoluhdn 396 (~). Aecordingly, the delegation of India a.ga.in p~oposes, 

~ . ·~ d as a matter of gency an~ impo ance, that an item entitled "The represenjation 

of Chine. in t~e United Nation!!'': be placed on the e.gen~ of the twelfth ses111ion 

of the Genera.:!, *ssembly. ~ 
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