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News and notesNews and notes

By Bri, HaeB, Oltrepier and Soni

Wikipedia has passed its first audit required
due to its designation as a Very Large Online
Platform under the EU's new Digital Services
Act (see prior Signpost coverage). The audit
was conducted by an outside entity, named
Holistic AI, for the Wikimedia Foundation, as
reported by Holistic's press release (https://ww
w.businesswire.com/news/home/20241216646
669/en/Holistic-AI-Completes-World-First-Inde
pendent-Audit-of-Wikipedia-Under-the-Digital-
Services-Act). The Foundation has published
the audit, its own "Audit Implementation
Report" and related documents on its website.

The audit report found some non-material non-
compliance in the area of providing the Terms
of Use in every official national language of the
EU member states, to affect Bulgaria, Croatia,
Czechia, Greece, Italy, Poland, Portugal, and
Romania, and further requested that
Wikimedia-controlled translations be made for
all languages other than English, rather than
community translations, in order to avoid
unintentional changes in meaning and to

Responsibilities and liabilities as a "Very Large
Online Platform"

Independent audit for
"responsibilization" of Wikipedia as
a VLOP completed
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provide email emergency and other regulation-
relevant contacts directly, rather than through
separately linked web pages. The auditors
also noted:

Another recommendation is to establish a
separate ToU for the EU, free from
references to non-EU legislation or
mechanisms, to better align with the
access requirements under Article 14.

— Holistic AI 2024 DSA audit, Article 14
response, page 25

This recommendation that the Wikimedia
Foundation ought to provide nation-specific
Terms of Use appears to have been rebuffed
with this response from the Foundation,
referring to a singular ToU: "The Wikimedia
Foundation will review the ToU to make it less
US-centric and to ensure contact information
is easily accessible."

In its European Policy Monitoring Report for
November 2024 (https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyp
erkitty/list/publicpolicy@lists.wikimedia.org/thre
ad/LWAMU5VMCZX7BIC6HRROLP345ZMHZ
S23/), Wikimedia Europe notes that besides
this audit, Wikipedia's annual obligations
under the DSA also include

A Systemic Risk Assessment and
Mitigation (SRAM) Register. This is
basically a living document where the
WMF identifies risks and keeps track of
mitigation measures.

Wikipedia, according to the documents,
meets the obligations under the DSA,
albeit improvement recommendations are
made. The systemic risk register lists
“disinformation” and “harassment” as
immediate priorities with corresponding
mitigation measures.
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Henna Virkkunen will likely become the most
familiar European Commissioner to Wikimedians in
the next few years.

– B, H

In other EU news, Wikimedia Europe reported (htt
ps://wikimedia.brussels/deep-dive-the-new-von-der
-leyen-commission/) that, on November 27, a new
European Commission was officially approved by
the European Parliament, and started its five-year
term on December 1. As kindly highlighted by
Wikimedia Europe itself and euronews (https://ww
w.euronews.com/next/2024/09/17/henna-virkkunen-
becomes-eu-commission-vp-for-tech-sovereignty),
the Commission – once again led by Germany's
Ursula von der Leyen – includes some faces who
will likely become more and more familiar to tech
experts and Wikipedia members in the next few
years.

First up, it's Finland's Henna Virkkunen (EPP),
who will serve as Executive Vice President and
European Commissioner for Digital and Frontier
Technologies. After serving two terms (https://ww
w.euronews.com/next/2024/10/02/what-were-tech-
commissioner-designate-virkkunens-policy-concer
ns-as-an-mep) as an MEP and being elected for a
third term last June, Virkkunen will be tasked with managing the Commission's digitalisation
strategy, including matters such as the Copyright Directive and the implementation of the Digital
Services Act (DSA) – which she had led the EU Parliament's work on – as well as the European
Media Freedom Act (EMFA). Then, there's Bulgaria's Ekaterina Zaharieva (also from the EPP), who
will be the European Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation, whose primary targets
will include improving conditions for start-up and scale-up companies and setting up a new research
council on AI.

In their analysis (https://communia-association.org/2024/11/14/key-copyright-insights-from-the-heari
ngs-of-the-commissioners-designate/) of Zaharieva (https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-r
oom/20241029IPR25034/hearing-of-commissioner-designate-ekaterina-zaharieva) and Virkkunen (ht
tps://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241029IPR25054/hearing-of-executive-vice-pr
esident-designate-henna-virkkunen)'s November hearings, Communia highlighted a few key insights
on copyright policy:

Meet the new European
Commissioners who could play a key
role in the relation between
Wikipedia and copyright policy
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"From a copyright perspective, there was nothing surprising or unexpected in the hearings.
While we understand the heavy emphasis on generative AI, we would like to see more work
being done to promote the public interest.

The commitment to the idea of a 'fifth freedom' for knowledge (https://communia-association.or
g/2024/11/12/the-budapest-declaration-an-intermediate-step-towards-a-digital-knowledge-act/)
and the support for a European Research Area Act are commendable. We fully support this
proposal, but would encourage the incoming Commission to be even bolder and, in addition,
propose a more comprehensive intervention – a Digital Knowledge Act (https://communia-associ
ation.org/2024/10/02/new-publication-a-digital-knowledge-act-for-europe/) – that benefits all
kinds of knowledge institutions, including universities and research institutions, but also
libraries, archives and cultural heritage institutions. If we want to unlock the full potential of
European knowledge institutions, we need to address the barriers that currently prevent them
from fulfilling their public service mission, including in the field of copyright."

The Wikimedia Europe "deep-dive" article also shed a light on two more relevant Commissioners for
the organization: Ireland's Michael McGrath (RE) and Malta's Glenn Micallef (PES). McGrath will
serve as the European Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, and the Rule of Law: although his
portfolio is quite wide, The Irish Times reported (https://www.irishtimes.com/world/europe/2024/10/
24/michael-mcgrath-details-his-plans-for-eu-role-from-orban-to-online-influencers/) that he will have
responsibility on developing the Digital Fairness Act – which aims to tackle dark patterns and
influencer marketing – and improve co-operation between national data protection regulators. During
his hearing (https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241029IPR25033/hearing-of-co
mmissioner-designate-michael-mcgrath), McGrath stated that he would "deepen the work to counter
foreign information manipulation and interference and disinformation", among other tasks needed to
"put citizens at the heart of our democracy".

On the other hand, as the new Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture, and
Sport, Micallef will contribute to address the issues of child protection, cyberbullying and "addictive
design" that might trick users and consumers into increasing their engagement on digital platforms.
The youngest member of the Commission by far (https://timesofmalta.com/article/glenn-micallef-con
vincing-impression-mep-grilling-commission-job.1101611), Micallef pointed out during his hearing
(https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241029IPR25030/hearing-of-commissioner-
designate-glenn-micallef) that "social media's ability to amplify voices and movements has made
them a powerful tool for youth engagement, but navigating them requires critical thinking."

In their own conclusions, Wikimedia Europe noted how the work and the positioning of the new
Commission on each of the aforementioned topics might be significantly impacted by the thin
supporting majority and the rise of new right-wing political groups in the Parliament, writing quote:

"For Wikimedia, the new political landscape comes with some unforeseeable risks, but could
also open up new avenues.

For the time being, it seems that the EPP [group], and its chair, Manfred Weber, can play the
pivotal role. Developments at the national and international level, and a different political stance
of the S&D group, could overturn this situation. It would not be bold to say that the EU has
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A picture of Lake Burdur, taken and uploaded by
user Rotadefterim, has been named the winner in the
"Landscapes" category of WLE 2024

challenging years ahead."

– O

On December 5, Wiki Loves Earth publicly
announced the top 20 of the best pictures submitted
by users around the world for the 2024 edition of
the annual photographic contest, which historically
aims to highlight the conservation areas of each
participating country and collect new images under
free licenses.

According to the official data, a record 56 countries
and territories took part in this year's competition,
with more than 80,100 submissions from over
3,800 different uploaders. Germany registered by
far the highest number of submissions, with 16,921
total uploads; Ukraine ended in second place with 6,438 uploads, while Senegal came in third (just)
with 3,774 uploads.

After each country had chosen their local winners, the jury of WLE, formed by professional
photographers, experts, and Wikimedians, gathered to select the 20 international winners of the
contest, divided as usual in two categories: "Landscapes" (including individual trees that are
considered natural monuments) and "Macro/close-up" (involving pictures of animals, plants and
fungi). Two more special sections dedicated, respectively, to human rights-themed images and video
nominations were also hosted.

You can discover the international winners of WLE 2024 here and here (https://wikilovesearth.org/).
Enjoy! – O

Since the latest Signpost issue covering them in October this year, there have been three Wikimedia
Foundation bulletins: early November, late November, and early December.

The 2023-24 Fundraising report was published. Fundraising grew by 0.51% since 2022-23 (in
comparison to a 2.7% growth from 2021-22 to 2022-23) to reach $170.5 million. The number of
unique donations increased by 2.5 million to total 17.4 million. The WMF published a post (https://di
ff.wikimedia.org/2024/10/22/the-road-to-launch-wikimedias-2024-english-fundraising-campaign/)
about the 2024 Fundraising Campaign in English.

The WMF Board of Trustees met in August 2024, voting to dissolve its Talent & Culture Committee
(BoT minutes can be read at the Foundation wiki (https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Board_meet
ings#2024)). Tulu Wikisource (https://diff.wikimedia.org/2024/11/19/welcoming-tulu-wikisource/)
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News from WMF
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and Moore Wikipedia (https://diff.wikimedia.org/2024/11/06/language-and-internationalization-news
letters-5/) went live.

An open call (https://diff.wikimedia.org/2024/12/02/host-wikimania-2027-and-beyond-open-call-for-
wikimedia-organizers/) went out for Wikimania 2027 and 2028. Any communities interested in
hosting should make an 'Expression of Interest' by 27 January 2025.

Charts Extension, planned to replace the abandoned Graphs extension, was enabled on Commons and
three pilot Wikipedias. The Graphs extension had been disabled sitewide in April 2023 over security
concerns. – S

As part of the Asian News International vs. Wikimedia Foundation saga, the Foundation published an
update on 3 December 2024. WMF staffer Quiddity (WMF) clarified that the Foundation had
delivered a summons to the three editors involved in the case without disclosing information about
them to ANI. There have been two more hearings since then, and a Delhi High Court Justice is now
planning to read the sources used to reference the defamation lawsuit – see more in-depth coverage at
"In the media". – S

New administrators: The Signpost welcomes the English Wikipedia's newest

administrator, Hog Farm, who returned to adminship via a reconfirmation RfA (with

roughly 93% support) after voluntarily stepping away in September 2023. Some

discussion occurred regarding the appropriateness of reconfirmation RfAs in the wake of

other high-profile reconfirmations (for more, see Graham87's writeup on his own in this

issue's Opinion). As The Signpost was approaching publication, the RfA of user

Sennecaster was also being evaluated.

U4C hears first case: With the Universal Code of Conduct Coordinating Committee

(U4C) accepting cases since November 2024, the first case was recently concluded,

resulting in the lifting of a user's block on German Wiktionary. There is also currently one

open case.

Milestones: The following Wikimedia projects reached milestones in November and

December 2024:

Wikipedia articles

1,000 articles: Swazi Wikipedia, Mooré Wikipedia (https://mos.wikipedia.org/wik

i/Soraogo)

10,000 articles: Moroccan Amazigh Wikipedia

20,000 articles: Pashto Wikipedia, Gilaki Wikipedia

ANI vs. WMF updates
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Wikipedia Day: First celebrated by common acclamation (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/ind

ex.php?title=Wikipedia:Wikipedia_Day&oldid=578119112) in 2002, this year's

celebrations will be held between January 11 (in Seattle) and January 25 (NYC)

according to the list compiled by Wikimedia NYC, with other meetups in San Francisco,

Minnesota, and Toronto. Be bold: don't bother asking anybody for permission to

organize an event, just do it. Kwara State University is running a month-long series of

editing events between December 17 through February 21.

Articles for Improvement: This week's Article for Improvement is Architect (beginning

23 December 2024) followed by Entomology (beginning 30 December 2024). Please be

bold in helping improve this article!

← PREVIOUS "News and notes"

+ Add a comment (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?editintro=Wikipedia:Wikip

edia_Signpost/Templates/Comment-editnotice&title=Wikipedia_talk:Wikipedia_Sig

npost/2024-12-24/News_and_notes&action=edit&preload=Wikipedia:Signpost/Tem

plates/Signpost-article-comments-end/preload)
THESE COMMENTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY TRANSCLUDED FROM THIS ARTICLE'S TALK PAGE. TO FOLLOW
COMMENTS, ADD THE PAGE TO YOUR WATCHLIST (HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/W/INDEX.PHP?TITLE=WIKIPEDIA
_TALK:WIKIPEDIA_SIGNPOST/2024-12-24/NEWS_AND_NOTES&ACTION=WATCH). IF YOUR COMMENT HAS NOT
APPEARED HERE, YOU CAN TRY .

Fifth freedom? Most of the Google hits are about commercial aviation. I am failing to see the
connection; perhaps in the present context it means something else. Jim.henderson (talk)
01:04, 25 December 2024 (UTC)

Apparently there are two well known Fifth Freedoms. Air travel is the other one. ☆ Bri
(talk) 03:43, 25 December 2024 (UTC)

@Jim.henderson: You're right! Communia reported in a previous article (https://c
ommunia-association.org/2024/11/12/the-budapest-declaration-an-intermediate-
step-towards-a-digital-knowledge-act/) (which is also linked in the quote up
above) that the European Council aimed to introduce a "fifth freedom" within the
Single market framework for research, innovation, knowledge, and education.
Oltrepier (talk) 16:27, 25 December 2024 (UTC)
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