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The Mission
of the ERLC

The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission exists to assist
Southern Baptist churches by helping them understand the
moral demands of the gospel, apply Christian principles to
moral and social problems and questions of public policy,
and to promote religious liberty in cooperation with church-

es and other Southern Baptist entities.

Brent Leatherwood

PRESIDENT

Brent Leatherwood was elected as president of the Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission in 2022, after a year of
leading the organization as acting president. Previously,

he served as chief of staff at the ERLC, as well as the en-

tity’s director of strategic partnerships. He brings an expertise in public policy to

his work, having been the executive director of the Tennessee Republican Party, the
director of communications and policy strategy in the Tennessee General Assembly,

and working for several years on Capitol Hill.

“The ERLC will always take care to listen to our churches and help
them, which will ensure that this Commission continues to bring a
deep, abiding, consistent, and thoroughly Baptist voice to the public
square. And that is our foremost aim: Render assistance to our churches
and, from that service, speak to a watching world.”

- BRENT LEATHERWOOD



Four Focus Areas

THE ETHICS & RELIGIOUS LIBERTY COMMISSION BRINGS HOPE TO THE PUBLIC SQUARE AS WE ASSIST CHURCHES IN

applying God’s Word to cultural issues and advocate for the convictions of Southern Baptists. From our offices in Nashville,

Tennessee, and Washington, D.C., our work is rooted in the authority of Scripture as faithfully interpreted by the Baprist Faith

€9 Message 2000 and can be categorized in four main areas: life, religious liberty, marriage and family, and human dignity.

We see ourselves as sent by Southern Baptists to bring the hope of the gospel to a confusing and chaotic public square.

We pray our words are a source of truth and hope, pointing to the goodness of our Father, the gift of his Son, and the

hope of his Kingdom.

Life
Promote a culture of life.
Now that Roe v. Wade is in the

past and the issue of abortion

is focused at the state level, the
pro-life movement has seen both wins and losses.
While thousands of precious lives have been saved,
challenges, such as the spread of the abortion pill
and abortion tourism, reveal that our work is far
from over. The dignity of the preborn should moti-
vate us all to promote a culture of life, working and
praying for the day when abortion is both illegal and
unthinkable, mothers are served, and families are

given the best chance possible to succeed.

Marriage and Family

marriage and family bring about flourish-

Champion God’s good design.
The Baptist Faith and Message affirms

that the God-ordained institutions of

Religious Liberty

Protect a free church

in a free state.

Currently, religious liberty has a strong
judicial footing in the United States.
However, every year pro-life and pro-religious liberty protec-
tions, such as the Hyde amendment, face opposition. In addi-
tion, individuals have faced increasing resistance as they seck
to live according to their deeply held religious beliefs when it
comes to matters of gender and sexuality. The ERLC will al-
ways defend the Baptist distinctive of religious liberty—our
first freedom—Dbelieving that a “free church in a free state”
provides the best protection for our churches and allows for

the greatest gospel proclamation.

Human Dignity
Honor all people as
made in God’s image.

Sin has brought suffering into

our world. Many human beings,

ing and are critical in preserving and prospering our society.
The ERLC will champion God’s good design, proclaiming the
truth that marriage is between one man and one woman for
life and that children are a blessing to their parents, who have
been endowed with special rights and responsibilities in the
upbringing of their children. We will advocate for policies that
maintain and protect these essential aspects of life together,

whether or not our culture recognizes these things to be true.

made in God’s image, struggle to have their basic needs
met and are repeatedly devalued by their fellow man.
We see this manifested in anger, misinformation, vi-
olence, war, and international religious persecution,
among other things. Grounded by the 7mago Dez, the
ERLC will always honor the world’s most vulnerable,
including the immigrant, the preborn baby, the traf-

ficked, the outcast, the victimized, and the persecuted.


https://bfm.sbc.net/bfm2000/
https://bfm.sbc.net/bfm2000/

Letter from
the President

IT 1S MY PRIVILEGE TO PRESENT THIS REPORT ON BEHALF OF THE ETHICS AND RELIGIOUS

Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention. In this report, you will find a summary of
the prior year’s ministry, as well as some highlights regarding how we have fulfilled our mission to assist
the churches of the Southern Baptist Convention. We consider this mission a high honor, given to us
by the churches, and we count it a privilege to come alongside them in this important work.

To carry out the task given to us, we arrange our work in four broad categories of historic and on-
going concern for Southern Baptists: life, religious liberty, marriage and family, and human dignity. In
our efforts, we see our work as that of missionaries, striving to bring hope to a chaotic public square as
we apply the moral and ethical demands of the gospel to the challenges of our current age.

As we move forward into 2025, Southern Baptists should know that their ERLC will be dili-
gently monitoring and actively engaging the issues that matter to them—issues of life, religious
liberty, marriage and family, and human dignity. But beyond that, even in the midst of these chal-
lenging times, we will be about the business of bringing hope to the public square, representing

our Savior, Jesus Christ, in word and in deed.
Joytully in Christ,

@%/ﬁ%@woog,

F. BRENT LEATHERWOOD

PRrRESIDENT, THE ETHICS & RELIGIOUS COMMISSION
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A ERLC staff members attended the 2024 March for Life in Washington, D.C.

Policy

OVER THE PAST YEAR,OUR LELAND
House team in the nation’s capital
has tenaciously advocated on behalf
of Southern Baptists for issues relat-
ed to life, religious liberty, marriage
and family, and human dignity be-
fore the U.S. government, pushing
forward numerous public policy vic-

tories. Despite the challenges of this

current political moment, the ERLC
continues to advance a hope-filled
vision in the public square while

championing biblical values.

Life
Our work advocating for vulner-

able preborn lives over the past year

has emphasized appropriations (e.g.,

government funding bills) advocacy,
responding to the ethical concerns
of in vitro fertilization (IVF), and
continuing pro-life advocacy at the

federal level.

Appropriations
During the 2021 Southern Bap-

tist Convention Annual Meeting,



messengers unanimously supported
a resolution condemning attempts

to remove the Hyde Amendment,

a longstanding appropriations pro-
vision that ensures federal funding
does not go toward abortion and
calling Congress to uphold all pro-
life appropriations riders. Since that
time, the “Hyde-family” of riders
have become even more essential
as the Biden administration has
sought ways to circum-
vent them.

In both Fiscal Year
(FY) 2024 and FY2025
appropriations negotia-
tions over the past year,
our team has been vocal
in our advocacy to retain
and expand existing pro-
life provisions and con-
science protections. For
FY2024 appropriations
bills, which were finally
passed this spring, the
ERLC did a thorough review of all
of the originally proposed appropri-

ations bills and extensively commu-

nicated our concerns to lawmakers.
After significant advocacy alongside
like-minded organizations, these pro-
life and conscience protection riders
were ultimately included in the final
FY2024 bills.

The FY2025 appropriations nego-
tiations are underway, and our team
has again done a comprehensive re-
view of areas of support and concern
in this year’s proposed bills and sent

an additional letter to lawmakers

outlining our top requests related to

the protection of life.

Post-Dobbs Advocacy

In a post-Dobbs v. Jackson’s Wom-
en’s Health Organization land-
scape, the Biden administration has

promoted abortion access as a top

priority, while states have become
a battleground for protecting the
preborn. The ERLC has closely

Despite the challenges of this
current political moment, the
ERLC continues to advance a
hope-filled vision in the public

square while championing

biblical values.

monitored state-level abortion bal-

lot initiatives and has worked with
state conventions to inform the
members of our churches and equip
them to engage on this issue at the
ballot box.

Last year, we spoke to you about
a number of problematic pro-abor-
tion regulations being put forth by
the Biden administration. Since that
time, the Biden administration has
continued to put forward additional
harmful regulations and has worked
to finalize many previously proposed

regulations. In response, our team

has submitted numerous public
comments, raising concerns about
these moves, and has been encour-
aged to see how our advocacy has im-
proved some of these most harmful
finalized regulations.

In one such new regulation, the

ERLC submitted comments push-

ing back on a proposed rule that re-
quired facilitating abortion-related
travel and covering associated costs
for unaccompanied
immigrant children at
the border. The ERLC
argued this disgraceful
pro-abortion  provi-
sion endangers more
migrants and preborn
children and violates
longstanding federal
appropriations  pro-
hibitions on taxpayer

funding for abortion.
While the Dobbs de-
cision did send power
back to state legislators on the issue
of abortion, the ERLC remains
firm that this does not absolve
our federal officials from having a
role to play in protecting life. The
ERLC has sent letters urging both

the Republican National Commit-
tee and Democratic National Com-
mittee to include pro-life commit-
ments in the respective official
party platforms during the election
year and joined a coalition letter
to this end. Protecting vulnerable
preborn lives remains a top priori-

ty for the ERLC as we work to see


https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-taxpayer-complicity-in-abortion-and-the-hyde-amendment/
https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/what-you-should-know-about-the-hyde-amendment/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/FY24-ERLC-Appropriations-Letter.pdf
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/FY24-ERLC-Appropriations-Letter.pdf
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-congress-passes-fy24-government-funding-legislation/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-congress-passes-fy24-government-funding-legislation/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/ERLC-Concerns-in-FY25-Appropriations.pdf
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/ERLC-Concerns-in-FY25-Appropriations.pdf
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ERLC-FY25-Pro-Life-Appropriations-Letter.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/03/07/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-continues-the-fight-for-reproductive-freedom/
https://erlc.com/resource/2024-abortion-state-ballot-initiative-tracker/
https://erlc.com/resource/2024-abortion-state-ballot-initiative-tracker/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-biden-administration-finalizes-extensive-list-of-harmful-federal-rules/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/oppose-the-biden-administrations-pro-abortion-regulatory-agenda/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/oppose-the-biden-administrations-pro-abortion-regulatory-agenda/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/12_4_23-ORR-UC-Comments.pdf
https://erlc.com/policy-content/letters-in-support-of-including-pro-life-priorities-during-an-election-year/
https://advancingamericanfreedom.com/aaf-rnc-pro-life-letter/

abortion in any form made both il-

legal and unthinkable.

IVF Response

The ERLC has led the way in
equipping Southern Baptists to
consider the ethical concerns of IVF
from a biblical worldview in light of
the Alabama Supreme Court ruling.
Following this important decision,
the ERLC’s Policy and Research
teams quickly worked together to

develop both a policy-specific guide
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and a robust ethical and theological

considerations resource. These re-

sources were shared widely with in-
dividuals on Capitol Hill and were
received with gratitude as many law-
makers and staft grappled with these
issues for the first time.

Since that time, the ERLC has
been active in opposing measures that
would expand taxpayer funding for
IVEF, expand its coverage to those in
same-sex relationships, or prevent any

future regulation of the IVF industry.

This policy area has garnered signifi-
cant attention, and we are grateful for
the thought given to this important
matter at the 2024 annual meeting
of the SBC in the resolution “On the

Ethical Relations of Technologies and
the Dignity of the Human Embryo,”

which includes a call to “advocate for
the government to restrain actions
inconsistent with the dignity and
value of every human being, which
necessarily includes frozen embryonic

human beings.”

A The ERLC’s office in Washington, D.C., the Leland House, serves as the hub for our public policy staff.


https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-how-the-alabama-supreme-courts-ruling-on-life-affects-ivf/
https://erlc.com/policy-center/regulate-the-ivf-industry/
https://erlc.com/resource/ethical-and-theological-considerations-on-ivf-from-the-southern-baptist-convention/
https://erlc.com/resource/ethical-and-theological-considerations-on-ivf-from-the-southern-baptist-convention/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/ERLC-Opposes-IVF-Protection-Act.pdf
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-ethical-realities-of-reproductive-technologies-and-the-dignity-of-the-human-embryo/
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-ethical-realities-of-reproductive-technologies-and-the-dignity-of-the-human-embryo/
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-ethical-realities-of-reproductive-technologies-and-the-dignity-of-the-human-embryo/

Supreme Court Cases

This summer, the Supreme Court
handed down decisions in two im-
portant abortion-related cases. In
EDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Med-

icine, the court ruled unanimously

that the Alliance for Hippocratic
Medicine, a group of pro-life doctors

and physicians, lacked standing. As a

LA. This case was sent back to the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
for additional proceedings and will
likely return to the Supreme Court

in a future term.

Religious Liberty
A major empbhasis of our religious

liberty work has been countering

A major emphasis of our religious liberty

work has been countering challenges to the

strong federal and judicial precedents that

uphold our first freedoms and advocating

for our fellow image-bearers who are

persecuted abroad.

result, the court did not require the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to reinstate any safety mea-
sures to limit chemical abortions and
protect vulnerable women who were
not properly informed of the risks.
The ERLC filed an amicus brief to
support the Alliance in this case and
will continue to engage with similar,
ongoing litigation.

In Idabo and Moyle et al. v. Unit-
ed States, the Supreme Court decid-

ed in a 5-4 decision not to rule on
whether there is a conflict between
the Idaho pro-life “Defense of Life
Act” and the federal law, EMTA-

challenges to the strong federal and
judicial precedents that uphold our
first freedoms and advocating for our
fellow image-bearers who are perse-

cuted abroad.

Domestically

At the federal level, our team has
prioritized pushing back against the
Biden administration's harmful at-
tempts to subvert robust religious
liberty protections in the regula-
tory process.

The ERLC filed public comments
with the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission (EEOC) after

the agency reinterpreted the Preg-
nant Workers’ Fairness Act, a bill
that would ensure pregnant women
receive proper workplace accommo-
dations, including access to chairs,
water, and bathrooms. The rule de-
viates from congressional intent and
includes abortion procedures and
travel as a “pregnancy-related medical
condition.” This rule was finalized
in June and, while it was amended
to lessen the strain on religious em-
ployers, it still remains harmful. The
ERLC is planning to engage legal
challenges to this rule as they move
through the courts.

Additionally, the ERLC filed

public comments with the State

Department in response to two
proposed rules that would require
all recipients of federal foreign as-
sistance contracts and grants to
conduct nondiscriminatory em-
ployment practices on the basis of
sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity, including religious employers.
The ERLC advocated for the inclu-
sion of categorical exemptions to
protect the vital work of faith-based
international organizations.

In Congress, one concerning trend
that has called for increased engage-
ment is proposed legislation that ex-
plicitly removes the protections of
the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act (RFRA). RFRA is one of the
most important lines of defense for
believers living out their faith in the
public square. Whether in the con-
text of contraception or immigration,


https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-supreme-court-throws-out-abortion-pill-case/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-supreme-court-throws-out-abortion-pill-case/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-235/301799/20240229095149665_23-235%20Amicus%20Brief%20of%20Human%20Coalition%20et%20al..pdf
https://erlc.com/resource/supreme-court-fails-to-resolve-challenge-to-idaho-pro-life-law/
https://erlc.com/resource/supreme-court-fails-to-resolve-challenge-to-idaho-pro-life-law/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-federal-agency-subverts-pro-life-bill-to-push-abortion-mandate/
https://erlc.com/resource/5-harmful-federal-regulations-the-erlc-is-pushing-back-against/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-department-of-state-undermining-work-of-faith-based-foreign-aid-providers/
https://erlc.com/policy-center/oppose-attacks-on-the-religious-freedom-restoration-act/
https://erlc.com/policy-center/oppose-attacks-on-the-religious-freedom-restoration-act/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/erlc-urges-u-s-senate-to-oppose-right-to-contraception-act/

these attempts to limit the scope of
RFRA are deeply problematic, and
the ERLC will work diligently to
keep any RFR A exemption from be-
coming law.

The ERLC continues to advocate
for religious liberty to be upheld in
the courts. One area of recent activity
has been challenging free speech “buf-
fer zones” around abortion clinics
that often inhibit people of faith from
living out their convictions
through ministering to wom-
en contemplating abortions
at those clinics. We recently
urged the Supreme Court to
take up such cases through
filing briefs in Vitagliano v.

County of Westchester and

Turco v. City of Englewood,
New Jersey, and in Coalition
Life v. City of Carbondale,

llinois.

International
Religious Liberty
Following the horrific
Oct. 7 attack, the ERLC joined in
spearheading the Evangelical State-

ment in Support of Israel, which

condemned Hamas’ repugnant
atrocities and supported Israel’s
right to exist. This statement has
garnered over 2,400 signatures
and was shared with lawmakers on
Capitol Hill, the administration,
and the United Nations. The letter
also called for additional aid to Is-
racl to help in their defense against

Hamas terrorists and to Taiwan for
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defending itself against China’s ag-
gression. Ultimately, this aid passed
Congress and was signed into law
by President Biden.

Our Washington, D.C., office
advocated for the reauthorization

of the United States Commission

on International Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF), the independent

advisory body that monitors reli-

gious freedom around the world,

The ERLC has continued
to push forward bipartisan
policy solutions on topics

related to human dignity

aligned with positions

expressed by Southern
Baptist messengers.

which occurred in September. We

were encouraged to see the Uyghur

Policy Act passed in the House

after continued advocacy for the
government to intervene in the on-
going genocide. Our team in Wash-
ington has been diligently meeting
with Senate offices to rally support
for this bill.

Additionally, we have advocated
for Nigeria to be labeled a Country
of Particular Concern as a result of

the severe persecution of Christians

10

in that country. The ERLC sent
House leadership letters in July,
June, and December 2023, sup-

porting House Resolution 82 to

this end.

Marriage and Family
Across the nation, we have seen
a rise in the pro-LGBTQ agenda,
which has infiltrated all aspects of
public life. Our team has been advo-
cating against this harmful
ideology across the board,
while also seeking ways to
assist foster families, support
adoption, and promote the

flourishing of families.

Opposing the
LGBTQ Agenda
The Biden administration
has continued to push a
harmful ”gender transition”
agenda, which includes the
use of federal government
funding to this end. The
ERLC has continually advo-
cated against the use of government
funding for “gender transitions” and
related travel in both appropriations
negotiations and the National De-
fense Authorization Act.

The Biden administration has also
perpetuated a number of concerning
federal rules pushing forward this
agenda in women’s sports, the work-
place, and around the world. These
actions include finalizing the Title

IX rule and the creation of Harass-

ment in the Workplace guidance by


https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-74/278131/20230824162851786_23-74%20Am%20Br%20Ethics%20and%20Religious%20Liberty%20Commission%20et%20al%20cert%20stage.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-74/278131/20230824162851786_23-74%20Am%20Br%20Ethics%20and%20Religious%20Liberty%20Commission%20et%20al%20cert%20stage.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-1189/314174/20240603141242661_23-1189%20Amici%20Br%20Ethics%20and%20Religious%20Liberty%20Commission%20of%20the%20SBC%20et%20al%20cert%20stage.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-1189/314174/20240603141242661_23-1189%20Amici%20Br%20Ethics%20and%20Religious%20Liberty%20Commission%20of%20the%20SBC%20et%20al%20cert%20stage.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/24-57.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/24-57.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/24-57.html
https://erlc.com/policy-content/israel/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/israel/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-uscirf-observes-25th-anniversary-of-irfa-and-releases-2024-religious-freedom-report/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-uscirf-observes-25th-anniversary-of-irfa-and-releases-2024-religious-freedom-report/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-uscirf-observes-25th-anniversary-of-irfa-and-releases-2024-religious-freedom-report/
https://erlc.com/press/erlc-applauds-passage-of-uyghur-policy-act-in-u-s-house/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/48-groups-write-to-SFRC-urging-markup-of-Uyghur-Policy-Act_Feb-12-2024-1.pdf
https://erlc.com/policy-content/a-letter-to-support-h-res-82-designating-nigeria-as-a-country-of-particular-concern/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/FINAL-Letter-in-Support-of-H.Res-82.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/118/crec/2023/12/12/169/204/CREC-2023-12-12-pt1-PgE1207-6.pdf
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-erlc-calls-for-listing-nigeria-as-a-country-of-particular-concern/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-title-ix-expanded-to-include-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-title-ix-expanded-to-include-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/how-a-federal-agency-is-attempting-to-undermine-religious-liberty-in-the-workplace/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/how-a-federal-agency-is-attempting-to-undermine-religious-liberty-in-the-workplace/
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P A new feature on our website is the policy center, -
where you can read about our policy priorities, the ~ l r ¥

SBC resolutions that undergird them, and the actions
taken in alignment with them.

the Equal Employment Opportuni-
ties Commission. For each of these
items, the ERLC submitted public

comments arguing that including
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to engage litigation that has emerged T
from this rulemaking. '

Additionally, through support-
ing legislation like the Protecting
Minors from Medical Malpractice
Act, the End Taxpayer Funding for

Gender Experimentation Act, and a

Congressional Review Act to vacate
the Title IX rule, the ERLC is advo-

cating for robust legislative action on

this issue.

Supporting Parents
At the SBC Annual Meeting this
year, messengers passed a resolution

“On the God-Given Rights and Re-

sponsibilities of Parents,” which

called upon the government to sup-
port, rather than hinder, the work of
parents in raising their children.

The ERLC has supported the
Families’ Rights and Responsibili-
ties Act, a bill that would ensure the
government must meet the highest
standards of the law in order to su-
persede the right parents have to raise

their child. Additionally, our team

11


https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/635
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/635
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/635
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/777#:~:text=End%20Taxpayer%20Funding%20of%20Gender%20Experimentation%20Act%20of%202021,-This%20bill%20modifies&text=Specifically%2C%20the%20bill%20prohibits%20the,coverage%20that%20includes%20such%20interventions.
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/777#:~:text=End%20Taxpayer%20Funding%20of%20Gender%20Experimentation%20Act%20of%202021,-This%20bill%20modifies&text=Specifically%2C%20the%20bill%20prohibits%20the,coverage%20that%20includes%20such%20interventions.
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-joint-resolution/165?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22mary+miller+title+ix%22%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-god-given-rights-and-responsibilities-of-parents/
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-god-given-rights-and-responsibilities-of-parents/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/the-erlc-supports-parental-rights/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/the-erlc-supports-parental-rights/

has filed several amicus briefs at the
circuit court level advocating for the
protection of parental rights, as well
as a brief requesting that the U.S. Su-
preme Court agree to hear Parents 1
v. Montgomery County, a case that
resulted from a school board pre-
venting parents from being informed
their child was undergoing a “gender
transition.” In a similar case, we filed
a brief asking the Supreme Court to
take up the case Parents Protecting our
Children v. Eau Claire Area School
District, Wisconsin.

Additionally, the ERLC filed an
amicus brief in the case United States
v. Skrmetti which the Supreme
Court will consider in its upcoming
term. This case deals with a 2023
Tennessee state law banning “gen-
der-affirming care” for minors and
will be the first time the court weighs
into questions surrounding the in-
tersection of “gender transitions,”
the state’s role in protecting minors
from harmful medical procedures,

and parental rights.

Adoption and Foster Care

Along these same themes, our team
submitted comments in response
to harmful federal rulemaking that
would require all foster and adop-
tion care agencies providing services
to LGBTQ-identifying children to
affirm his or her gender identity and
sexual orientation, effectively exclud-
ing people who hold to biblical views
of gender and sexuality from partici-

pating in the foster care and adoption

systems. Our advocacy resulted in
some of the provisions of the rule
being improved, and we continue to
monitor litigation seeking to reverse
this harmful rule.

Additionally, the ERLC has sup-
ported the Child Welfare Provider

Inclusion Act, which would provide

important groundwork for upcom-

ing tax negotiations next year.

Human Dignity

While legislative progress can
be difficult in an election year, the
ERLC has continued to push for-

ward bipartisan policy solutions

Our team will begin strategizing for how

best to engage both a new presidential

administration and a new Congress while

seeking to push forward our advocacy

priorities in the lame duck session.

a legislative solution to this issue by
prohibiting  discrimination against
foster and adoption care providers on

the basis of religious belief.

Pro-Family Advocacy

In an effort to help families remain
intact and help parents choose life,
the ERLC has also worked with a
variety of pro-life and pro-family co-
alition partners to support policies
like the expanded Child Tax Credit.
In January, the ERLC joined a letter
with nine other pro-life groups to this
end calling for the expanded child
tax credit’s inclusion in the bipar-
tisan tax package, which passed the
House earlier this year. This package

has since stalled in the Senate but lays

on topics related to human dignity
aligned with positions expressed by

Southern Baptist messengers.

Marijuana Expansion
Additionally, last fall the Biden
administration announced it in-

tended to reschedule marijuana to a

Schedule III drug, reducing its clas-
sification among addictive substanc-
es and reshaping public perception
around its consumption. Last fall,
the ERLC urged the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (DEA) to reject this
attempt from the administration to
reschedule marijuana.

Once the DEA announced that it
would move forward with resched-

uling and proposed a formal rule to


https://erlc.com/policy-content/erlc-joins-amicus-brief-in-john-and-jane-parents-v-montgomery-county-board-of-education/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-601/294882/20240104123956315_23-601%20Interfaith%20Montgomery%20Cty%20Amicus%20Brief%20Final.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-1280/316453/20240708131944995_23-1280%20Amici%20Br%20Ethics%20and%20Religious%20Liberty%20Commssion%20of%20the%20SBC%20et%20al.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/23-477.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/23-477.html
https://erlc.com/policy-content/support-adoption-and-foster-care-policies/
https://www.scott.senate.gov/media-center/press-releases/senator-scott-champions-legislation-to-protect-faith-based-child-welfare-providers/
https://www.scott.senate.gov/media-center/press-releases/senator-scott-champions-legislation-to-protect-faith-based-child-welfare-providers/
https://erlc.com/press/erlc-signs-letter-urging-congress-to-pass-expansion-of-child-tax-credit/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-pushing-back-against-the-biden-administrations-harmful-marijuana-policies/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Marijuana-Scheduling-Letter.pdf

P The Leland House welcomed a full class of interns
this summer.

that end, the ERLC filed public com-
ments urging the rule be rescinded
due to the devastating implications
addictive substances have on our fam-

ilies and communities.
Looking Ahead

State Policy Agenda
This year, the ERLC team pro-

duced the first State Policy Agenda
in partnership with our state Baptist
conventions, after doing a state level
review in 2023. With increasing grid-
lock in Congress, there is a growing
need to engage with public policy at
the state level. This document mir-
rors the 2024 Public Policy Agenda
and encompasses a variety of helpful
approaches to protecting life, pro-
moting religious liberty, supporting
healthy families, and honoring the
dignity of every person as made in
God’s image to support state legisla-
tors in thinking through how to best
serve their constituents. Our team
plans to continue and expand this
agenda in 2025.

Congress

The ERLC’s federal appropria-
tions work for Fiscal Year 2025 will
continue through the end of the
current Congress and potentially
into the 119th Congress. The ERLC

will continue advocating against the
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federal funding of abortion, gender
transitions, and the expansion of
IVF, and in support of religious lib-
erty protections.

In 2025, Congress will also ne-
gotiate new tax measures following
the expiration of 2017 Trump-era
tax provisions. Our team submitted
comments to the tax negotiation

teams at the beginning of October
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outlining pro-life, pro-family, and

pro-marriage policies we would like
to see included.

As we look toward the end of this
year, our team will begin strategizing
for how best to engage both a new
presidential administration and a
new Congress while seeking to push
forward our advocacy priorities in

the lame duck session.


https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-pushing-back-against-the-biden-administrations-harmful-marijuana-policies/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-pushing-back-against-the-biden-administrations-harmful-marijuana-policies/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/2024-state-policy-agenda/
https://erlc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ERL4101_LegisAgenda_build_011724.pdf
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A God’s Good Design and The Nations Belong to God are two church guides
released by our Research team this year.

A Practical
Answering

The Nations
Belong to God § :
' : o &

EDITED BY Al

ANDREW T. WALKER

Research

RESEARCH UNDERGIRDS ALL THAT WE DO AT THE
ERLC. The Research team works to assist the churches of
the SBC in two ways. First, the team operates at a deep lev-
el to make certain that solid biblical, theological, and ethi-
cal foundations are the basis of all our work in the public
square. Second, in concert with that work, and collaborating
closely with the Communications team, the Research team
provides our churches with a variety of resources that help

equip them to engage their community with the gospel.

Church Guides

Over the past year, our Research team has worked to pro-
duce two church guides to equip our churches toward that
end. God’s Good Design: A Practical Guide for Answering
Gender Confusion and The Nations Belong to God are intend-

ed to be practical helps to pastors and ministry leaders as they
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equip their churches to confront our culture’s rejection of
God’s good design for marriage and sexuality, as well as a di-
visive election cycle. The Research team is at work planning a
similar resource with theological teaching and applicable guid-
ance focused on pro-life issues for this fall, aiming to assist our

churches as they move into this new era of pro-life advocacy.

Senior Fellows

In May, the ERLC Research team welcomed our fourth
senior fellow, Gregg Allison. Allison will focus on marriage,
family, and sexuality. Allison is a professor of systematic
theology at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and the
author of numerous books including Embodied: Living as
Whole People in a Fractured World (Baker, 2021), Sojourn-
ers and Strangers: The Doctrine of the Church (Crossway,
2012), as well as a forthcoming book with B&H Academic
on the complementarity of men and women.

Allison joins the other senior fellows: Jason Thacker
(Life), Nathan Finn (Religious Liberty), and RaShan Frost
(Human Dignity).

Resources on Family Issues

In light of the recent discussions of IVF and controversy at
the courts about parental rights, the Research team worked
to craft assets for policymakers. The first of these was a white
paper produced with the Center for Faith & Culture at
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. “Teach Them
Diligently to Your Children: A Biblical and Theological
Foundation for Parental Rights” offers a Baptist vision of the
primacy of the relationship between parents and children.

The paper responds to the current moment where school
districts and other government actors are attempting to keep
information from parents relating to instruction in sexuality
and gender identity, an issue which the ERLC, along with
our state convention partners, has filed amicus briefs oppos-
ing in both state and federal courts. After a biblical and theo-

logical exegesis of key passages and concepts, it offers guiding


https://erlc.com/research/a-practical-guide-for-answering-gender-confusion/
https://erlc.com/research/a-practical-guide-for-answering-gender-confusion/
https://erlc.com/research/a-christian-guide-to-political-engagement/
https://erlc.com/research/teach-them-diligently-to-your-children-a-biblical-and-theological-foundation-for-parental-rights/
https://erlc.com/research/teach-them-diligently-to-your-children-a-biblical-and-theological-foundation-for-parental-rights/
https://erlc.com/research/teach-them-diligently-to-your-children-a-biblical-and-theological-foundation-for-parental-rights/

principles for policy and legislation for the relationship be-
tween parents, children, and government actors. In contrast
to a culture which desires to insert itself between parents and
children to subvert parental authority, we affirm that parents
are to be the primary educators of their children, especially
on matters of fundamental importance.

Additionally, the conversations this spring surrounding
IVF oftered our policy team the chance to engage this issue
and work for measures to regulate the industry and protect
children. As mentioned in the Policy section, the Research
team worked closely with our Policy and Communications

teams to create a resource, “Ethical and Theological Consid-

erations on IVF from the Southern Baptist Convention,”

for Hill staffers and Washington, D.C. partners which exam-

ined the issue from a distinctly Baptist perspective.

* It encouraged policymakers to craft legislation that
curtails the abuses of the IVF industry that incentivize
the over-creation and destruction of fertilized embryos
or keeps them in permanent stasis.

*  Italso asks legislators to create policies that make it eas-
ier for embryo adoption to occur so that the 600,000
children currently in medical limbo would be given
the chance to be implanted and born.

*  Finally, it opposed the application of the term “infer-
tility” to same-sex couples who are by definition inca-
pable of producing children. The attempt to expand
this definition warps the term beyond recognition and
directly contradicts the biological process designed by
God for our good.

Relaunch of the Research Institute

An important objective achieved in the past year was the
relaunch of the Research Institute along with the first annu-
al meeting of the group under the Leatherwood administra-
tion. The Research Institute is made up of subject-matter
experts who act as advisors for the Research team and the
ERLC. The Institute provides collaborative space for these
researchers and academics, and our team draws on them for

theological and policy review in their areas of expertise.

The relaunched Research Institute hosted its first annual
gathering this past July. The theme of the gathering was “40
Years of Baptist Engagement with the Naked Public Square.”
Focusing on the seminal work by Richard John Neuhaus,
The Naked Public Square: Religion and Democracy in Amer-
tca, our fellows presented papers on topics including:

*  the use of natural law for public engagement,

* the epistemic problem of identity politics and inter-
sectionality,

* and cobelligerence between Christian denominations

on cultural matters.

The keynote was delivered by Andrew Wilson of King’s
Church London on “The Changing Public Square,”
drawn from his study of the changes regarding Christiani-
ty in the West.

Longform Essays

Finally, the past year saw the launch of a new resource
from the ERLC Research team and the Research Institute.
In the weeks ahead of the SBC annual meeting, our senior
fellows provided their inaugural longform essays. These
initial essays, and those that are scheduled to be published
this fall, offer a distinctively Baptist vision of the common
good. Written primarily for pastors and ministry leaders,
they show that Baptists have a unique perspective to ofter,
grounded in the timeless truth of Scripture and engaged
with the academic discourse of the day.

Our longform essays demonstrate that we do not need
to only turn to other traditions for thoughtful reflection
because we can draw from our own. Some examples of the
topics of forthcoming essays include:

*  American culture and mental health,
* clections and voting triage,
e the health risks of social media for teens,

*  and the importance of localism in public policy solutions.

In all these and other future endeavors, we remain com-
mitted to the task of assisting our churches to carry the gos-

pel to their communities and engaging their public square.


https://erlc.com/resource/ethical-and-theological-considerations-on-ivf-from-the-southern-baptist-convention/
https://erlc.com/resource/ethical-and-theological-considerations-on-ivf-from-the-southern-baptist-convention/

A Brent Leatherwood delivers a lecture on Christian witness in the public square at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary as part of its
Carver-Barnes lecture series.

Statf Representation

WaILE MUCH OoF THE ERLC’s work is done behind
the scenes, our staff have been busy connecting face to
face with government leaders, academics, and ministry

leaders this past year.

Israel’s Prime Minister
In July, Brent Leatherwood had the opportunity to

meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-

hu. During that gathering, Brent was able to express to
the Prime Minister that Israel has the fervent prayers
of many Southern Baptists, especially after the horrible
attacks of Oct. 7.

State Conventions
Knowing that relationships with our state convention

leaders are vital to our Southern Baptist cooperation,
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Brent traveled to Arizona for the meeting of the SBC
state executives and to Illinois for the Midwest Lead-
ership Summit, a gathering of midwest Baptist leaders
from 12 states and nine state conventions. In addition,
the ERLC staff attended and spoke at 13 different state

convention meetings in 2023.

Baptist Schools

A trip to Southeastern Seminary afforded Brent the
opportunity to give the Carver Barnes lectures, interact
with faculty and students, and connect with North Caro-
lina Baptists.

In addition, on a trip to Texas, Brent was able to
visit Dallas Baptist University where he was a key-
note speaker for the Veritas Lecture Series and spoke

in chapel.

Academic Gatherings

The ERLC had a strong presence at the Evangelical
Theological Society this year. Miles Mullin moderated
a panel for the American Christianity section, and
Jason Thacker moderated a panel on Just War The-
ory. Alex Ward presented a paper titled ““Help Us to
Live Like Brothers:” The Christian Life Commission,
Human Rights, and Contested Orthodoxy” which
explored the contested nature of the Christian Life
Commission’s support for Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion (1954).

As part of connecting with other academics and ed-
ucators, Alex and Miles represented the ERLC at the
2024 gathering of the International Alliance for Chris-
tian Education (IACE) in Dallas, hosted at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary. Senior Fellows
Nathan Finn and Gregg Allison presented at the con-
ference, and RaShan Frost was able to join as well.

Alex was also part of the Acton Institute’s Vital Fam-
ily gathering in New York, which brought together rep-
resentatives from various organizations for a time of
teaching and collaboration on strengthening the family

in America. Additionally, he participated in a gathering
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hosted by the Land Center at Southwestern Seminary
for a project focused on nationalism, Baptist political
theology, and American democracy.

Jason Thacker has spoken at various places this past
year. Examples of colleges and institutions include Hun-

tington University, North Greenville University, Spring

A Brent Leatherwood talks with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu at a gathering for U.S. evangelical leaders.

Arbor University, and the Center for Bioethics and
Human Dignity at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.
His keynote at Southwest Baptist University launched
their new artificial intelligence initiative. Additionally,
he has been a featured speaker at conferences hosted by
churches to equip their members including First Bap-
tist Church (Grove City, Pennsylvania), Watkinsville
First Baptist (Watkinsville, Georgia), Grace Baptist
Church (Manhattan, Kansas), and National Presbyteri-
an Church (Washington, D.C.).
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A Episodes of the ERLC Podcast release biweekly on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, and directly on our site.

Resources

IN ADDITION TO ADVOCATING FROM OUR SOUTHERN
Baptist churches in the public square, we are committed
to coming alongside and helping Southern Baptists engage
cultural issues to which the Bible speaks, particularly with-
in the four main areas of life, religious liberty, marriage and

family, and human dignity.
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Our strategy is to produce a variety of resources in mul-
tiple formats so that we can reach and serve the greatest
number of people, whether that’s the Southern Baptist
grandmother who wants to help her grandchild, the poli-
tician who disagrees with our convictions, the pastor who

wants to disciple his church members, or the individual
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who is genuinely interested in the moral claims of Chiris-
tianity. Ultimately, it is our hope that our resources will
equip Southern Baptists to confidently address the cultural
issues we face from a biblical perspective and humbly walk

through open doors to share the hope of Jesus Christ.

Ultimately, it is our hope

that our resources will

equip Southern Baptists to
confidently address the cultural
issues we face from a biblical
perspective and humbly walk
through open doors to share

the hope of Jesus Christ.

Podcast

Podcasts are a widely utilized means of communication
in our modern technological age. The ERLC Podcast is one
important way we are able to reach our audience when they
are on the go, are auditory learners, or have limited time.
Since September 2023, our relaunched ERLC Podcast,

which runs every other week and is in a narration and inter-

view format, has covered several topics within our ministry
assignment relevant to real-time cultural moments. Here is

a rundown of recent series we have produced.

Gender and sexuality

* Jason Thacker and Alex Ward | What the Bible teaches
about gender and sexuality

¢ Katie McCoy | Society’s spiraling sexual crisis

*  Christopher Yuan | A powerful testimony about hon-

oring God with your sexuality

*  Steve and Amy Castello | Talking with our kids about

gender and sexuality
* Shaka Mitchell | Navigating gender and sexuality

in schools

e Bart Barber | How pastors can address gender and

sexuality

*  Benjamin Watson | The pro-life movement after Roe

¢ Scott Klusendorf | Why the pro-life case is compelling
e Todd Unzicker | The life-saving work of pregnancy

resource centers

*  Herbie Newell | Adoption and foster care and on the
issue of IVF

Christians and politics
* Brent Leatherwood | The definition of the public
square

¢ TonyBeam | The importance of local and state elections
*  Yuval Levin and Brooke Medina | The 2024 presiden-

tial election
*  Hunter Baker | Best practices for Christian political
engagement

Mental health
* RaShan Frost | How does mental health relate to

human dignity?
*  Mark Dance and Kristen Kansiewicz | How can pas-

tors take care of their mental health?
e Jason Thacker, Eliza Huie, and Megan Dickerson |
How social media affects the mental health of teens
* Jonathan Holmes and Brad Hambrick | How bibli-

cal counseling can benefit our mental health

Light

Print media is not a relic of the past. There is still a
large contingency of people who like to hold something
in their hands, turn pages, and read from an actual piece
of paper. To that end, one of the most consistent, infor-

mative, and practical resources the Communications


https://erlc.com/podcasts/erlc-podcast/
https://erlc.com/press/first-season-of-relaunched-erlc-podcast-focuses-on-sexuality-gender/
https://erlc.com/podcast-series/gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-does-the-bible-teach-about-gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-does-the-bible-teach-about-gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/societys-spiraling-sexual-crisis/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/honoring-god-with-your-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/honoring-god-with-your-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/talking-with-our-kids-about-gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/talking-with-our-kids-about-gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/navigating-gender-and-sexuality-in-schools/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/navigating-gender-and-sexuality-in-schools/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-pastors-can-address-gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-pastors-can-address-gender-and-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/podcast-series/life/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-should-i-know-about-the-pro-life-movement-after-roe/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/why-the-pro-life-case-is-compelling/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-you-can-join-the-life-saving-work-of-pregnancy-resource-centers/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-you-can-join-the-life-saving-work-of-pregnancy-resource-centers/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/the-reality-of-adoption-and-foster-care-in-the-u-s/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/christians-ivf-and-when-life-begins/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/christians-ivf-and-when-life-begins/
https://erlc.com/podcast-series/christians-politics/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-is-the-public-square/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-is-the-public-square/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/why-do-local-and-state-politics-matter-part-1/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-to-expect-for-the-2024-presidential-election/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/what-to-expect-for-the-2024-presidential-election/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/best-practices-for-christian-political-engagement/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/best-practices-for-christian-political-engagement/
https://erlc.com/podcast-series/mental-health/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-does-mental-health-relate-to-human-dignity/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-does-mental-health-relate-to-human-dignity/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-can-pastors-take-care-of-their-mental-health/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-can-pastors-take-care-of-their-mental-health/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-social-media-affects-the-mental-health-of-teens/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-biblical-counseling-can-benefit-our-mental-health/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/how-biblical-counseling-can-benefit-our-mental-health/
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team produces every year is
Light magazine. Light is a bi-
annual print product, beauti-
fully designed and focused on
equipping Southern Baptists on
a specific topic within our four
broad ministry categories. Since
our last report, we have released
two new issues which have
aligned with other initiatives in-
cluding our podcast series. The
two issues were:

*  “Gender Chaos:

Answers in a Sexually Con-

Christian

fused Culture”

[

*  “Bringing Hope to an FElec-

“Gender Chaos” was our De-
cember 2023 edition, released
in the midst of discussions and
events related to gender identity,
parental rights, and “gender-tran-
sition” surgery for children. Arti-

cles and authors included:

¢ Alex Ward | Navigating pronouns

¢ Brett McCracken | Evaluating pop culture

*  Eric Baxter | Protecting parental rights

DPatrick Schreiner | Jesus’ teaching about sexuality

* Jenn Kintner and Josh Wester | What it means to be

male and female

“Bringing Hope” is our contribution to navigating the
potential chaos of an election year with fellow Southern
Baptists. We want to be able to enter together into the
public square with conviction and compassion. Articles
and authors in this issue include:
¢ Allison Cantrell | Holding leaders to a higher standard
¢ Three Baptist state leaders | How to engage in differ-

ent contexts
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BRINGING

HOPE ELECTION YEAR

A Our latest issues of Light magazine are available in print and online.

*  Eric Costanzo, Dan Darling, and Jon Nelson | A pas-

tor’s role in politics

Online assets

Under Brent’s leadership, we have switched from an ar-
ticle-heavy strategy to one in which our assets are more
diversified. However, we still produce a variety of valu-
able online resources. We are able to create written assets
that effectively and efficiently communicate information
important and helpful to our Southern Baptist churches.
Below is a sample of the high-quality resources we’ve pro-

duced over the last year:

Articles

We aim to provide relevant articles that enable churches


https://erlc.com/issue/gender-chaos-christian-answers-in-a-sexually-confused-culture/
https://erlc.com/issue/gender-chaos-christian-answers-in-a-sexually-confused-culture/
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https://erlc.com/issue/bringing-hope-to-an-election-year/
https://erlc.com/issue/bringing-hope-to-an-election-year/
https://erlc.com/resource/navigating-pronouns-in-the-real-world/
https://erlc.com/resource/how-to-evaluate-pop-culture-in-a-sex-saturated-world/
https://erlc.com/resource/protecting-parental-rights-in-public-schools/
https://erlc.com/resource/does-jesus-care-about-sexuality/
https://erlc.com/resource/male-and-female-in-a-gender-confused-age/
https://erlc.com/resource/male-and-female-in-a-gender-confused-age/
https://erlc.com/resource/holding-leaders-to-a-higher-standard/
https://erlc.com/resource/ministering-in-a-red-state-in-a-politically-divided-country/
https://erlc.com/resource/ministering-in-a-red-state-in-a-politically-divided-country/
https://erlc.com/resource/pastors-roundtable-what-is-a-pastors-role-in-politics/
https://erlc.com/resource/pastors-roundtable-what-is-a-pastors-role-in-politics/
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to discern the times we are living in and how to respond

in a way that is faithful to biblical teaching and principles.

¢ Top issues to watch in 2024 explains what is happen-

ing in our culture in our four areas of work.

* In light of the Alabama Supreme Court decision
about in vitro fertilization and in alignment with
our Research team, we answered an important ques-
tion: What should I know about Southern Baptists
and IVF?

e The 2024 abortion state ballot initiatives tracker

demonstrates where Southern Baptists have an oppor-
tunity to protect preborn lives in their state this fall.

e Abortion and the pro-life movement two years after

Dobbs takes alook at how those who want to protect the

sanctity of life can move forward in that good work.

Explainers
Some of our most popular online resources are

detailed explanations of an event or issue that align with

the broader work of the ERLC and help Christians
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4 On erlc.com, you can find a variety of helpful, free resources.

understand why it matters and what they can

do about it.

* In line with our work on the Hill advocating
for life and conscience protections, we created
an accessible resource to answer: What are con-
gressional appropriations?

e We produced several pieces about the Su-
preme Court’s decisions over the summer
that were related to Southern Baptist convic-

tions including:

- Explainer: Supreme Court fails to re-

solve challenge to Idaho pro-life law

- Explainer: Supreme Court throws out

abortion pill case

Bulletin Inserts
Every year, we create free bulletin inserts for use by
Southern Baptist churches on emphasis days associated
with the SBC calendar. These include:
* Life
e Religious Liberty
*  Racial Reconciliation
e Orphans and Widows
* Caring Well

Statements

Statements are a way for us to join with other like-mind-
ed organizations and individuals in order to lead the way
in how Southern Baptists—and evangelicals, in general —
can approach the issues of our day from a biblical per-
spective. The Evangelical Statement in Support of Israel,
developed in partnership with Daniel Darling of the The
Land Center for Cultural Engagement at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, was a way for us to ask pol-
icymakers to confront evil, promote peace, and protect

the vulnerable.


https://erlc.com/resource/top-policy-issues-to-watch-in-2024/
https://erlc.com/resource/what-should-i-know-about-southern-baptists-and-ivf/
https://erlc.com/resource/what-should-i-know-about-southern-baptists-and-ivf/
https://erlc.com/resource/2024-abortion-state-ballot-initiative-tracker/
https://erlc.com/resource/abortion-and-the-pro-life-movement-two-years-after-dobbs/
https://erlc.com/resource/abortion-and-the-pro-life-movement-two-years-after-dobbs/
https://erlc.com/resource/what-are-congressional-appropriations/
https://erlc.com/resource/what-are-congressional-appropriations/
https://erlc.com/resource/supreme-court-fails-to-resolve-challenge-to-idaho-pro-life-law/
https://erlc.com/resource/supreme-court-fails-to-resolve-challenge-to-idaho-pro-life-law/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-supreme-court-throws-out-abortion-pill-case/
https://erlc.com/resource/explainer-supreme-court-throws-out-abortion-pill-case/
https://erlc.com/resource/sanctity-of-life-sunday-bulletin-insert-2024/
https://erlc.com/resource/religious-liberty-sunday-bulletin-insert-2024/
https://erlc.com/resource/racial-reconciliation-sunday-bulletin-insert-2024/
https://erlc.com/resource/orphans-and-widows-sunday-2024-bulletin-insert/
https://erlc.com/resource/caring-well-sunday-bulletin-insert-2/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/israel/

A Brent Leatherwood prepares for his interview on News Nation at the 2024 March for Life in Washington, D.C.

Press and Media

THE ROLE OF PRESS AND MEDIA
relations remains an integral part
of our communication strategy at
the ERLC. The ways in which we
engage in media interviews, publish
press releases to national journalists,
and contribute to cultural conver-
sations through written commen-
tary allows our organization to be
on the record about our core beliefs
and elevates issues Southern Baptists
care most about. This year, our staff
has conducted 50 interviews on a
wide variety of topics that matter to

Southern Baptists.

Public relations is a core compo-
nent in how we influence, engage,
and build relationships with our
audience to better shape the pub-
lic’s perception of the ERLC. Not
only has earned media paved a way
for us to expand our footprint on
Capitol Hill and gain the support of
lawmakers and government leaders,
resulting in policy changes from the
top, down, but we believe earned
media is a way in which the ERLC
can represent a biblical perspec-
tive and the hope of the gospel to a

watching world.

Here are top issues have we dis-
cussed with the media in 2023-2024:

IVF and Reproductive
Technologies

The Alabama state legislature

brought the issue of IVF into nation-

al focus in their rush to pass a law that
protected IVF providers and under-
mined the dignity of life. The ERLC
played an important role in helping
policymakers consider carefully the
practice of IVF and its implications.
Hannah Daniel, ERLC’s director
of public policy, engaged on the topic


https://erlc.com/resource/how-alabamas-ivf-bill-undermines-the-dignity-of-the-unborn/
https://erlc.com/resource/how-alabamas-ivf-bill-undermines-the-dignity-of-the-unborn/
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A 7or: Hannah Daniel engages the topic of IVF in an interview with Swiss Broadcasting.
ottom: Brent Leatherwood talks with Marni Hughes on News Nation to explain why
the ERLC gathers at the March for Life and clarify what it’s going to take to promote a

culture of life in our country.

of IVF as seen in her interview with
Swiss Broadcasting, an international
media outlet out of Switzerland that
reaches 50 million people around the
world, including in the U.S.

Hannah was also featured in a Po-
litico article on IVF, where she says,
“It took a really long time to get to
where we are now, and it’s going to
require persistent work both on the
legislation front but also inform-
ing the hearts and minds of Ameri-

cans on this topic to truly see life as

valuable regardless of that person’s
ability, regardless of their stage of
development, regardless of their gen-
der.”

At this year’s SBC Annual Meet-
ing, messengers adopted a resolution,
“On the Ethical Realities of Repro-
ductive Technologies and the Digni-
ty of the Human Embryo.” ERLC
Senior Fellow Jason Thacker, who
served as an advisor to the resolutions
committee, has spoken supportively

about the resolution as indicated in
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his interviews with Politico, NewsNa-
tion’s Cuomo and CBN’s 700 Club.
As IVF and reproductive technol-

ogy remain at the forefront of polit-
ical and cultural conversations, the
ERLC will continue to advocate for
vulnerable preborn life at all stages

of development.

Sanctity of Life
and Abortion

One of the Supreme Court cases

the ERLC engaged this year centered
around the abortion pill, mifepristone,
and the court’s decision to reject a bid
for more restrictions on the drug. Brent
called the ruling “heartbreaking” and
said, “Unfortunately, by not ruling on
the merits and allowing this drug to re-
main available on procedural grounds,
the court s affording more time for the
abortion industry to target vulnerable
mothers with these harmful chemicals.
Preborn lives will inevitably be lost as a
result. That is what makes today’s loss
so heartbreaking.”

Brent’s comments were included in
a story by Christianity Today’s Har-
vest Prude, who met with him at the
Leland House earlier in the year to
lay groundwork for this case and talk
about other issues of importance to
Southern Baptists.

Brent’s voice was also included in
this RNS piece on the abortion pill
case where he said, “As Christians, our
advocacy must continue until every
preborn life is safe from annihilation
and every mother is protected from a

predatory abortion industry.”


https://www.rts.ch/play/tv/19h30/video/aux-etats-unis-la-fecondation-in-vitro-sinvite-dans-la-campagne-electorale-?urn=urn:rts:video:14911725
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/04/01/anti-abortion-movement-ivf-war-00149766
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/04/01/anti-abortion-movement-ivf-war-00149766
https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-ethical-realities-of-reproductive-technologies-and-the-dignity-of-the-human-embryo/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/06/12/ivf-southern-baptist-convention-evangelical-00162994
https://www.newsnationnow.com/cuomo-show/southern-baptist-adviser-opposing-ivf-is-pro-life-value/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/cuomo-show/southern-baptist-adviser-opposing-ivf-is-pro-life-value/
https://www2.cbn.com/video/shows/faithwire-how-christians-should-look-ivf-june-17-2024
https://erlc.com/scotus/
https://erlc.com/press/erlc-president-brent-leatherwood-calls-supreme-court-ruling-heartbreaking-loss-as-court-throws-out-abortion-pill-case/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2024/june/supreme-court-unanimously-rejects-abortion-pill-challenge.html
https://religionnews.com/2023/04/14/abortion-pill-rulings-undermine-religious-freedom-interfaith-leaders-say/

In January, our staff traveled to
Washington, D.C., for the annual
March for Life to demonstrate our
commitment to the pro-life move-
ment. During the opening ceremonies
of the march, Brent interviewed live
with NewsNation’s Marni Hughes
to talk about how the Dobbs decision
left the work on the pro-life movement
unfinished and ways the work will con-

tinue in the midst of this election year.

ERLC Support for Israel
As mentioned above, in October,
the ERLC joined with SBC and oth-

er Christian leaders in developing an

significant media response. We had
approximately 15 reporters in the
room to cover the event, and several
stories were filed with various out-

lets including:

e Politico
e RNS
e WISH-TV

o Tennessean

Furthermore, Brent wrote letters
to the chairman of the Republican
National Committee (RNC) and the
chairman of the Democratic Nation-
al Committee (DNC) expressing his

concern for a lack of pro-life priorities

We believe earned media is a way in

which the ERLC can represent a biblical

perspective and the hope of the gospel to

a watching world.

«

Evangelical Statement in Support

of Israel,” in response to the horrific
atrocities committed against the peo-

ple of Israel by Hamas.

2024 Presidential
Election

As our nation prepared for the
2024 presidential election, we host-
ed an event at this year’s SBC Annu-
al Meeting with Vice President Mike
Pence that focused on serving in the

public square which generated a

in both party platforms. The commit-
ment to protect precious and vulner-
able preborn lives remains a top pri-
ority for the ERLC, and these letters
were sent in order to urge both major
political parties to include policies
that reflect the government’s respon-
sibility to protect its citizens.

As a result of sending these letters
to the RNC and DNC, Brent wrote
an op-ed for Religion News Service
on July 8 which stated, “Is the GOP
the party of life and liberty no more?

Dobbs gave states power to deal with
abortion. It didn't end the federal
government's responsibility to pro-
tect life.”

Media metrics from Aug. 1, 2023
July 31, 2024 included:
¢ SOinterviews

* 42 press releases

Additional

Media Highlights

*  Brent interviewed with the As-
sociated Press on Jan. 7 on same-
sex unions saying, “The reality is
marriage has been defined by God
... It is a union between one man
and one woman for life,” Leath-
erwood said. “Southern Baptists
remain anchored in this truth.”

* Brent was featured on NPR’s
Morning Edition, July 16, to
talk about pro-life priorities in
the RNC party platform.

¢ Brent interviewed with Politico
on July 8 to talk about party plat-
forms for the RNC and his letter
to the chairman urging them to
include pro-life policies.

*  Jason interviewed with The Wall
Street Journal on June 12 to talk
about the SBC resolution on IVF.

Over the course of the year, the
ERLC commissioned 44 Baptist
Press stories to be written that in-
cluded quotes from ERLC staff
members Brent Leatherwood, Miles
Mullin, Hannah Daniel, Allison
Cantrell, Jason Thacker, Alex Ward,
and Rachel Wiles.


https://www.newsnationnow.com/video/march-for-life-celebrates-overturning-of-roe-v-wade-newsnation-live/9344163/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/israel/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/israel/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-nightly/2024/06/12/how-pence-outshined-trump-at-the-southern-baptist-convention-00163066
https://religionnews.com/2024/06/11/mike-pence-speaks-about-politics-prayer-to-southern-baptists-at-indy-event/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/pence-addresses-abortion-jan-6-at-southern-baptist-convention-conference/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2024/06/11/sbc-southern-baptist-convention-speech-mike-pence-warns-of-shift-in-republican-party/74058347007/
https://erlc.com/policy-content/letters-in-support-of-including-pro-life-priorities-during-an-election-year/
https://religionnews.com/2024/07/08/is-the-gop-the-party-of-life-and-liberty-no-more/
https://apnews.com/article/lgbtq-samesex-unions-christianity-catholic-anglican-methodist-00e3a4adaf4266dabbf730390eebd2d9
https://apnews.com/article/lgbtq-samesex-unions-christianity-catholic-anglican-methodist-00e3a4adaf4266dabbf730390eebd2d9
https://www.npr.org/2024/07/16/nx-s1-5035029/how-language-around-abortion-rights-features-in-the-new-republican-party-platform
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/07/08/trump-platform-gop-abortion-00166912
https://www.wsj.com/us-news/southern-baptist-convention-vote-against-ban-on-churches-with-women-pastors-9a0d9ec4

Coverage by Media Type

Breakdown of the collection of clips based upon their media type.

@ Online, consumer 88.7%
@ Online, trade/industry 4.9%
Newspaper 2.7%
Blog, consumer 1.9%
@ Social, networking site 0.7%
@ Wire service 0.4%
Magazine, consumer 0.3%
Online, news and business 0.3%
Blog, trade/industry 0.1%

Audience Reach

Distribution of clips over time based upon their reach. Print and broadcast content is measured as andience reach based upon the

circulation or viewership of those outlets and programs. Online content is measured in unique visitors per month for the outlet.
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A Miles Mullin talks with an attendee of the 2024 SBC Annual Meeting at the ERLC’s booth.

Events

EVENTS ARE AN ADDITIONAL MEANS
by which we are able to carry out our
ministry assignment, providing en-
couragement to Southern Baptists
through online and in-person gather-
ings. In addition, by recording the vid-
eo and audio, we are able to diversify

and continue our use of the material

for the building up of the Church.

Online Events

In an effort to help weary Christians

during yet another contentious elec-
tion year, we hosted a live online

event called “Bringing Hope to an

Election Year,” featuring Brent and

Daniel Darling. They answered ques-

tions like:

* How do we remain hope-
ful and engaged during an elec-
tion year?

*  Where are Christians tempted

during an election season?
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*  How do we hold to our biblical
convictions while pushing for

wise policy?

We posted the event video online,
broke it into clips for social media,

and also hosted the event audio in

two parts on the ERLC Podcast

during the month of July so that
more of our audience could be en-
couraged and spurred on to engage

well during this election.


https://erlc.com/resource/bringing-hope-to-an-election-year/
https://erlc.com/resource/bringing-hope-to-an-election-year/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/bringing-hope-to-an-election-year-part-1/
https://erlc.com/erlc-podcast/bringing-hope-to-an-election-year-part-1/

P top: Brent Leatherwood interviews Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence at our SBC Annual Meeting
lunch event: Serving in the Public Square. BotTom:
Some of our staff and this year’s interns stand at the
redesigned ERLC booth debuted at the 2024 SBC
Annual Meeting.

SBC Annual
Meeting 2024

Visitors to the 2024 SBC annual
meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana, ex-
perienced a redesigned ERLC booth

which featured our four policy areas

and showcased a short video about
each lane. Messengers were encour-
aged to pick up our latest resource
guides, copies of Light magazine,
and our new collection of buttons
and stickers.

This year, the ERLC shifted from

evening programming to hosting a

HE ETHICS & RELIGIOy;
LIBERTY COMMISSION

oF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

sold-out lunch event with over 400 at-
tendees. Our event began with a min-
istry panel with Jon Kelly, a pastor;
Dana Hall McCain, a staff member
for a U.S. senator; and moderated by
Lindsay Nicolet. The panelists dis-
cussed navigating ministry with hope
in the midst of an election year. At-
tendees were then able to hear Brent
interview Vice President Mike Pence
about his journey into politics, Pence’s
thoughts on how pastors can partner
with elected officials, and how we all
can engage with hope in the public
square. We were then able to feature
the interview with Vice President
Pence on the ERLC Podcast in July in

order to reach Southern Baptists who

were not able to be in Indianapolis.



Psalm 139
Project

THE PsaLM 139 PROJECT, A PRO-LIFE
ministry of the ERLC, exists to place ul-
trasound machines in pregnancy resource
centers and pro-life clinics. Each place-
ment allows abortion-vulnerable and abor-
tion-determined women to get a glimpse of
the life inside them. One hundred percent
of all donations given to the Psalm 139
Project go toward the purchase of life-sav-
ing machines and the training of the clinic
staff who will utilize them.

Since September 2023, the Psalm 139
Project has placed 12 ultrasound machines
in seven states, plus one internation-
al placement.

e Lanett, AL

e Brevard, NC

*  Hammond, LA

¢ Greeneville, TN

* BigSpring, TX

¢ Southeast Asia, in partnership with the
IMB

*  Harrisburg, NC

*  Hobbs, NM

e Sealy, TX

*  Boone, NC
*  Martinsville, VA
e Hartsville, TN

Baptist state conventions in Alabama,
North Carolina, Louisiana, Tennessee, Tex-
as (both SBTC and BGCT), and Virginia
(SBCV) have all partnered financially with
the Psalm 139 Project to make many of these
placements a reality.

As the abortion landscape in the U.S.
continues to change after the Dobbs ruling,
the ERLC, through the Psalm 139 Project,
will continue to pray for and work toward
opportunities to place life-saving ultrasound
machines in abortion-destination states.
The rise of abortion tourism—travel for
the purpose of obtaining an abortion where
it’s legal—and the abortion pill means that
pro-life advocates have much work that still
needs to be done. The Psalm 139 Project
stands ready to enable pregnancy centers
to shine a light on the precious life of every
person, serve vulnerable women, and change

families for generations.
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cLockwise FrRoM Top: Dedication attendees pray over a new mobile
ultrasound unit dedicated to Gate Pregnancy Resource Center in Har-
risburg, NC; Volunteers at a clinic in Southeast Asia pose with their
new ultrasound machine; A nurse at Sav-A-Life Pregnancy Resource
Center in Lanett, AL, shows how to preform an ultrasound with the
center’s new machine.
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Thank you, Southern Baptists,
for the opportunity to partner
with and serve you as we
champion a culture of life,
protect a free church in a free
state, celebrate God's good
design for marriage and family,
and champion human dignity.
We praise God for what he has
done and look forward to all he
will do in the year ahead.
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