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Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).
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Across

11
13
14
16
17
19
21
22

Political philosopher worries
about Republican group
causing riot? (4,8)

Object — one associated with
Hull — pocketed by doctor (5)

Brownish vehicle male crashed
7

Facility with £50 off winter
sport equipment (3)
Disconnected and receiving no
publicity (9)

Hey! Ad break periodically
censored some stars (5)

Very exposed lines become
worn down (5)

Got lather worked up
somewhat slowly (9)

(D3§ink Strega on a regular basis
Grip end of broken halter
awkwardly (7)

Angular figure seen in velour
homburg (5)

Spenser tenet reworked into
part of speech (7,5)

Down

1

2
3

12
13
15
18
20

Male said to be affected in
unusual way? (5)

Cue after grabbing a rest (9)
Humber Mud, a short story
involving items found on the
beach? (7,6)

Take possession of old trophy
in 100 years (6)

A noted problem solver, I
procure hotel undergoing
refurbishment (7,6)

Pack interior of streetcars (3)
Shelf on which sits small
toboggan (6)

Where the residents have been
spirited away? (5,4)
Detective Bjorn interrupts
brief vacation (6)

Mark bored by Liberal, a
notorious hard-liner (6)
Easily walk miles in Italian
island heading north (5)
Pitch starts to turn at
Rawalpindi (3)

Train Tracks No 2444 Word watch
David Parfitt
Lay tracks to
4 3 41 4 4 5 3 enable the Hierophant
train to t | a A person who reveals
ALl 3 f::ﬂlnr,]] Vci‘";?]\éeA sacred things
: b A woolly mammoth
to village B. Lo
1 8\ /23\ 3 The numbers ¢ Joyously victorious
/ \J i 5 indicate how Psychrophilic
many sections [ a Growing best in cold
7 of track goin temperatures
\ /‘\ each row and b Causing vivid
22 22 column. There | hallucinations
4 are only ¢ Enjoying mentally
straight stimulating activities
4 sections and
curved Befana .
1 sections. The a The South African
. national football team
= 1 track cannot b The art of flower
1 cross itself. arranging
B ¢ An Epiphany gift
® L]
Place the humbers 1to 9 in the spaces so Wllllllllg Move
that the number in each circle is equal to
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, .
and each colour total is correct g}hlt@ to play. .
, 18 position is from
8 ///% » % % ,// Bluebaum-Belov,
77 4 % ﬁ / / Titled Tuesday,
W y chess.com 2024.
6| 7
5 ] ¢/14 % _Q_ % %ron Nlrnzhow1ttsch,h
0 0 7 U e great chess teacher
7 7 7 and theorist, often
4 ] // - ] d theorist, oft
3 / 7 2 7 spoke of the passed
%y % %% 47 %y % pawn’s “lust to
2 |7 ?ié %AQ: o iy %i expand”. How did
1 7 = 7 @ White ensure that the
A=V lusty desires of the
a b ¢ d e f g

h  d7-pawn were fulfilled?



Across

1 1960s band who had hits
with Lazy Sunday and
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

6 Male rabbit (4)

8 Mythical maiden who vowed
to marry any man that could
beat her in a footrace (8)

9 Utensil for grinding spices,
grains etc (6)

10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
11 US comic actress in Private
Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
12 Italian motor scooter brand
associated with mod culture (9)
14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
17 Loose fragments of rock on or
at the foot of a mountain (5)
19 Technical name for whooping
cough (9)
22 Sussex seaside town near
Beachy Head (10)
23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
24 One 86,400th of a day (6)

Last week’s solution

25 Advocate of the health
benefits of nakedness (8)

26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

27 Garden bird whose song
contains distinctive
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down

1 Ttems that may be collected or
studied by a conchologist (9)

2 Word such as “carthorse” in
relation to “orchestra” (7)

3 Irish political party led by the
taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)

4 19th-century author of the
novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)

5 Forename of the Duchess of
Edinburgh (6)

6 Strait dividing the Asian and
European parts of Turkey (9)

7 Creator of the characters
Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)

13 Premier League football club
nicknamed the Bees (9)

15 Alternative name for the
cryptozoological creature
bigfoot (9)

16 Mike ---, Times columnist
and former England cricket
captain (8)

18 Large French country house
or castle (7)

20 Marine pinniped with
external ear flaps (3,4)

21 Fast food, the world’s longest
of which measured over 200
metres from end to end (3,3)

MindGames

Codeword No5417

10 |11 12

14 |15 17 (18 20 |21 22 |23 |24 |25 |26

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26.
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lexica Easy No 7883 Hard No 7884
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

(© PUZZLER MEDIA
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23

Across
1 Weighing apparatus (6)
5 Sense, pick up (6)
8 Musical work (4)
9 Genuine (4,4)
10 Act of religious devotion (7)
11 Irish poet (1865-1939) (5)
13 Of inferior quality (11)
16 Begone! (5)

Solution to Crossword 9732

18 Turn to stone (7)

21 Regular period of heavy
commuter traffic (4,4)

22 Gardening basket (4)

23 In a cosy manner (6)

24 One score (6)

Down
2 Abundant (7)
3 Itemised records or
reminders (5)
4 State of abstinence from
alcohol (8)
5 Dip (food) in liquid (4)
6 Lustrous fabric (7)
7 Military trainee (5)
12 Covertly (2,6)
14 Powerful embrace (4,3)
15 Fail to make payments as
agreed (7)
17 Stir or agitate vigorously (5)
19 Make (a knot) again (5)
20 Skeletal (4)

Call 0905 757 0143 to check the
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).



KenKen Easy No 6409

MindGames

Futoshiki No 4957

11+ 12X 6x  [5— >
1— o+ 11+ v
>
12X 2+ 3 v
3+ 20X - 1
: \'%
12X 12+ 20X |z < S
5— 3 =

All the digits 1to 6 must appear in every row and column. In

each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block,
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

Kakuro No3916

34 \17 \[12 \|9 12 25\]3 16
18 19
32 17
16 3
8 1
4 \|14 30 \|9
26 13
16 \[12
25 17
6 17 \J13
14 32
18 \|4 15
21 24
24
10 7
17 \[6 11N\9 \|4
11 19
19 33

(© PUZZLER MEDIA

Fill the grid
using the
numbers 1to 9
only. The
numbers in each
horizontal or
vertical run of
white squares
add up to the
total in the
triangle to its left
or above it. The
same number
may occur more
thanonceina
row or column,
but not within
the same run of
white squares.

Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains
each of the numbers 1to 5 once only. The symbols between
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller
(<) than the number next to it.

Solve all five cryptic clues using each
letter underneath once only

1Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you
say? 4@

3 Son not doing too well on yacht?
@

5 US botanist possibly beginning
journey here? (3,7)

AlAIA|B|C|D|G|H
L L|N
N|N|O P|P|S

S| T|T|T|T/|U
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Brain Trainer Cell Blocks No 5300
IS E £ Divide the grid
= into square or
4 [ x3 [+14| x2 | -8 | 25% | +9 | 30% SQUARE -4 ‘% 5 rectangular
OF |T OF |T |T Z 5 b|0CkS, each
g containing one
o« digit only. Every
49 y y Y g block must
X4 [+68 | /6 | X2 | +Va | 90% 3| x2|-88 contain the
OFIT OFIT | OFIT | OFIT (] number of cells
2 indicated by the
digit inside it.
E g
1/ 1/ =
HARDER +556| x6 |+188| 70% |-894| +'= (+757| +'2 |- 468
8 OFIT OFIT OFIT 2
g
Polygon Set Square No 3919
From these letters, make words of R Enter each of
three or more letters, always including 7 X -~ =21 the numbers
the central letter. Answers must be in from1to9in
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding + + x the grid, so that
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated the six sums
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending work. We've
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. + + =18 placed two
How you rate 14 words, average; numbers to get
19, good; 22, very good; 25, excellent g x + = you started.
g ® Each sum
=
Saturday’s answers g _ should be
city, comfy, comity, conformity, cony, § 1 x + =M fglﬁuﬁtti? tlgft
corny, crony, footy, forty, irony, minty, T = = = to bgttom P
S miry, monitory, monty, moony, mortify, 16 14 1 :
myotic, myotonic, nifty, notify, rimy,
roomy, rooty, ryot, tiny, tonify, tony, troy,
tycoon, tyro, yoni Please note, BODMAS does not apply
L] o
Killer Gentle No 9872 Killer Tricky No 9873

LA - L A R R R O R B [ R R - R B

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column,
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9. Each set
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).
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ACROSS
1 Moral member of royal family,
mostly one quietly guided (10)
6 Partially wrap something put back
inbox (4)
9 Permission to land on part of golf
course (5,5)
10 Political group’s announced
restrictive measure (4)
12 Football manager’s season
threatened with relegation? (12)
15 To go round enclosure order
permit (9)
17 Herd of animals runs into bird (5)
18 Divert leader of saboteurs ahead of
illegal pursuit? (5)
19 Rude nudes cavorting, having too
little to do? (9)
20 During period I had to restrict
journalist’s go-between role (12)
24 Celeb, fellow spinning round with
energy (4)

25 Transfer of power achieved finally
— aslow process? (10)

26 Old bird given repeated
encouragement to act? (4)

27 Most variable in quality but having
the most marks? (10)

1 Servant’s time under pressure (4)
2 New Yorker’s got rid of cold (4)
3 Opposing company, a politician
offering convincing evidence? (12)
4 Direct contribution to debate? (5)
5 %—I;z and I rested, sadly knocked out?
9
7 Ship’s compartment in a mess, so I
help out (5,5)
8 Argues for sports field primarily
offering many, many goals (10)
11 Drew on being this overcome by
awe? (12)
13 Greens said to be excited, given
new position (10)
14 Far;niliar chap denounced arrests
10
16 Fun in the morning time entertains
service staff (9)
21 Privy to knowledge finally being
combined (2,3)
22 Fe)male wrath — it is destructive
4
23 Bird in difficulty (4)

Prize solution 29,112

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757
0141by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute
plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333202 3390.
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Quick Cryptic 2876 Codeword 5416 Kakuro 3914
A elomnN 3|9 91 8|1
1/5/8|3|2 5/9/6|7
RABB T RUCKLE s te
ONMYNFETINENL] 4)7] [8]9[3]7]2
DIN|AMNKIOIRIEIA! W I [S|TFIULEIVEINT
M| [F] 1] EZ] 6|9 3|9 71943
15|37 81 51
2/1/8|7|9 48
2|8 59 6|9
13/9/6 9(2/1/7|5
16 8|1 96
SETT
Tredoku 1871 Square Routes Train Tracks 2443
305 2 36 445 2 3
YIPTPIEU AEJ..............|j;|....... :
\\ N/AlY AR s
SR 1|H/S|D|o :
3\}\5\ FIE|L[1|P \
82 R|E|P|O|E
\3\\]{‘\%\ T 5
SISTH A 2
21518 B
8y
4> Set Square 3917 Lexica 7877
312 4/x|7]+[8
}12 + X +
3?6
A 6 -3 -2
- + -]+
1/+/9/%x 5
Cell Blocks 5299 Futoshiki 4955 KenKen 6408
3]>[2 5] [q — T T &5
5 2| B2 B RT3 sl 1]2
T 5 0 2 @6 |af1]2/3]s]e
~ = o £ =
33 2 @B 0B P 3Ed
3 |2]2 A 3161411]12]5
6 8 [<B] [5)>(2] 2(5/1]6[al3
5/a4/6[2/3]1
Sudoku 15,518 Today’s solutions
4]7]5]6]2[1]8]3]9 ] )
9/3/118/5/4l6/27 Crypzlc Suko 4318 _?ra]n
62183971512 ?;ln agram Eraln;r
in asy
1891731215416 2 Loot Medium 836
2/5/411/8/6/7/9|3 3 Sailing Harder 5,019
8/9/7|2/1/3|4|6|5 5 Bus station
5/4/2|9/6/8|3|7]1
3/1/6[4|7|5|9]8]2 Word watch
. Hierophant (a) A person
Killer 9871 zvho reveal)s sacred things
Chambers
4/7/5/6/1/9/2/3/8 Psychrophilic (a) Growing
8/1/9(7/2/3|4|5|6 best in cold temperatures
3/6/2|5/8/4[7]/9]1 (Chambers)
7131416 /2/9/8/5 Befana (c) An Epiphany gift
2/58[39/7|6/1]4| | (Chambers)
1/9/6l4a|5/8[3/7 2 Chess — Winning Move
9/2|7(8/4/1[(5|6|3 1 Bc4! Qxc4 clears the path
5/4[1]9[/3]6]8[2]7 for 2 Qe8+ Rxe8 3 dxe8Q mate
6/8/3[{2/7/5[(1/4]|9




THE?:

Samurai

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

7|2 5 3 9 4 8|3
8 1 7 6
6 1 2 1 8 7
39 2 4 6 113
18 4 163 1 8 2
7 5|8 24 5|8
8|5 4 6 2 6|1
3 6 1 5
7 5 118 |7 7 9
7 3 4
2 4
9 6 3
2 1 4 5|1 7 8
3 1 4|7 1
35 9 1 8 2|7
2|3 411 3|6 5
6 9 7 21 9 3|6
3|5 7 2 5 3 41
2 7 ) 9 4 8
4 2 1 4
98 2 1 6| |2 511
Futoshiki Train Tracks
Fill the blank squares so that every row and Lay tracks to enable the train to travel
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 from village A to village B. The numbers
once only. The symbols between the squares indicate how many sections of track go in
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or each row and column. There are only

smaller (<) than the number next to it.

straight sections and curved sections. The
track cannot cross itself.

< 2 2 2 4 5 6 7 6
\% o, 2
5
v A 3
3 4
3
> o> AR R |4
7
Hle
< B
Monday January 6 2025
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Sudoku Killer

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target
2 3 7 9 number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

w
(o]
=

Suko

Each letter of the
alphabet appears in

(7)(o0] Codeword
Every letter in the
crossword-style grid,
@ @ right, is represented by

the grid at least once.

Use the letters already
provided to work out
the identity of further
letters. Enter letters in

a number from 1 to 26.
the main grid and the

Place the numbers 1to 9 in smaller reference grid
the spaces so that the until all 26 letters of
number in each circle is the alphabet have been
equal to the sum of the four accounted for. Proper
surrounding spaces, and nouns are excluded.

each colour total is correct

Mini
Sudoku

Fill in the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x2
box contains the

WIN
-

anN
N O

digits 1to 6 6 1 1 2 3 4S 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 (13
Solutions in 14 |15 |16 |17 [18 (19 |20 (21 (22 |23 |24 |25 |26
tomorrow’s Times2 1 3

Monday January 6 2025
Brain boost puzzles
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