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 Sudoku Easy No 15,519 Difficult No 15,520 Fiendish No 15,521 Word watch
David Parfitt

Hierophant
a A person who reveals 
sacred things
b A woolly mammoth
c Joyously victorious

Psychrophilic
a Growing best in cold 
temperatures
b Causing vivid 
hallucinations
c Enjoying mentally 
stimulating activities

Befana
a The South African 
national football team
b The art of flower 
arranging
c An Epiphany gift

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2878 by Bjorn

Across
1 Political philosopher worries 

about Republican group 
causing riot? (4,8) 

8 Object — one associated with 
Hull — pocketed by doctor (5)

9 Brownish vehicle male crashed 
(7)

10 Facility with £50 off winter 
sport equipment (3)

11 Disconnected and receiving no 
publicity (9) 

13 Hey! Ad break periodically 
censored some stars (5)

14 Very exposed lines become 
worn down (5)

16 Got lather worked up 
somewhat slowly (9)

17 Drink Strega on a regular basis 
(3)

19 Grip end of broken halter 
awkwardly (7)

21 Angular figure seen in velour 
homburg (5)

22 Spenser tenet reworked into 
part of speech (7,5)

Down
1  Male said to be affected in 

unusual way? (5)
2  Cue after grabbing a rest (9)
3  Humber Mud, a short story 

involving items found on the 
beach? (7,6)

4  Take possession of old trophy 
in 100 years (6)

5  A noted problem solver, I 
procure hotel undergoing 
refurbishment (7,6)

6  Pack interior of streetcars (3)
7  Shelf on which sits small 

toboggan (6)
12 Where the residents have been 

spirited away? (5,4)
13 Detective Bjorn interrupts 

brief vacation (6)
15 Mark bored by Liberal, a 

notorious hard-liner (6)
18 Easily walk miles in Italian 

island heading north (5)
20 Pitch starts to turn at 

Rawalpindi (3)
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct
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Answers on page 15

 Suko No 4318

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.com

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 22, very good; 25, excellent

3 9 9 1 8 1
1 5 8 3 2 5 9 6 7

9 2 7 2 3 5
4 7 8 9 3 7 2

6 9 3 9 7 9 4 3
1 5 3 7 8 1 5 1
2 1 8 7 9 4 8

2 8 5 9 6 9
1 3 9 6 9 2 1 7 5
1 6 8 1 9 6

Kakuro 3914

Futoshiki 4955

S P I R A L

E U

E P G

S P U R N

U A

P R A Y E R

Lexica 7878

D P

E R U P T

V R W

O E I

T A L E N T

E Y E

Lexica 7877Set Square 3917

Suko 4318

Word watch

1 Bc4! Qxc4 clears the path 
for 2 Qe8+ Rxe8 3 dxe8Q mate

Hierophant (a) A person 
who reveals sacred things 
(Chambers)
Psychrophilic (a) Growing 
best in cold temperatures 
(Chambers)
Befana (c) An Epiphany gift 
(Chambers)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Amigo
2 Image
3 Gaming
4 Maigret
5 Magic wand

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 9
Medium 836
Harder 5,019

Brain 
Trainer

KenKen 6408

Codeword 5416

1 Pin
2 Loot
3 Sailing
4 Dispatch
5 Bus station

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions

Saturday’s answers 
city, comfy, comity, conformity, cony, 
corny, crony, footy, forty, irony, minty, 
miry, monitory, monty, moony, mortify, 
myotic, myotonic, nifty, notify, rimy, 
roomy, rooty, ryot, tiny, tonify, tony, troy, 
tycoon, tyro, yoni

 times2 Crossword No 9733  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 4

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 49

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 86 + 556

SQUARE
IT

x 6

x 2x 4

– 8+ 14x 3 30%
OF IT

+ 188

÷ 4

90%
OF IT

6/
OF IT

1

+ 9

– 88

x 2 25%
OF IT

+ 757

+

2/
OF IT

1+

+ 68 4/
OF IT

1+ 3/
OF IT
2 x 2

70%
OF IT

– 894 2/
OF IT

1+ – 468

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Weighing apparatus (6)
 5 Sense, pick up (6)
 8 Musical work (4)
 9 Genuine (4,4)
 10 Act of religious devotion (7)
 11 Irish poet (1865-1939) (5)
 13 Of inferior quality (11)
 16 Begone! (5)

A D D I S A B A B A
D D U I I A
R E A L M M I N I C A B
E P B I O R
A P T F R A G R A N C E
M O O N E A
W A R M U P E DW A R D
O N C P R C
R E H Y D R A T E C U R
L I R P H U
D E P O S I T P S A L M

P E O E I B
C O N C E N T R I C

Solution to Crossword 9732

 18 Turn to stone (7)
 21 Regular period of heavy 

commuter traffic (4,4)
 22 Gardening basket (4)
 23 In a cosy manner (6)
 24 One score (6)

Down
 2 Abundant (7)
 3 Itemised records or 

reminders (5)
 4 State of abstinence from 

alcohol (8)
 5 Dip (food) in liquid (4)
 6 Lustrous fabric (7)
 7 Military trainee (5)
 12 Covertly (2,6)
 14 Powerful embrace (4,3)
 15 Fail to make payments as 

agreed (7)
 17 Stir or agitate vigorously (5)
 19 Make (a knot) again (5)
 20 Skeletal (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5300
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3919

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9872

 Killer Tricky No 9873

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The annual Lords-Commons 
bridge match was won in 2024 by 
the House of Lords. Their team 
was Baroness Blackstone (capt), 
Lord Howard, Lord Mendoza, 
Lord Baker, the Earl of Caithness, 
Lord Hamilton, James Cooper and 
Richard Cumming-Bruce.   

The pick of the 24 boards was 
this 6♠ . Only one pair attempted 
slam — unsuccessfuly so, with all 
four declarers garnering 11 tricks. 
It’s an instructive lesson in finess-
ing — there are potential finesses 
in all four suits. Plan the play on 
♥J lead. 

Don’t take the heart finesse — it 
gains you nothing even if success-
ful. Rise with the ace and cash the 
ace-king of spades. The odds when 
missing Qxxx in trumps are to try 
to drop the queen; indeed, even 
with a spade fewer, it may well be 
right to play for the drop, for a los-
ing finesse would leave you very 
poorly placed (wanting to use the 
small spades for ruffing). 

West discards on the second top 
spade and it’s time to broach the 
minors — but which one? Do you 
run the queen of clubs? Or do you 
run the ten of diamonds? 

Consider the consequences of a 
winning finesse (for a losing 
finesse will be fatal — as you have 
a spade loser). In clubs, you can 
assume East will cover the queen 
with the king (if he has it); you will 
then win the ace, cash the jack, 
ruff a third club, then have to risk 
the diamond finesse. The point is 
that if the club finesse works, you 
still need the diamond finesse. 

The same is not true for dia-
monds. If the ten of diamonds 

wins, you can finesse the jack, cash 
the ace-king, discarding a club 
from dummy, then cash the ace of 
clubs and cross-ruff, leaving East 
to score only his master trump. 
The diamond finesse it should be 
— successfully so and slam made.  

Small technical improvement 
department: you should have 
crossed to the ace of diamonds ear-
lier in case West had a bare queen. 

Well done if you worked out to 
take only one finesse out of four — 
in diamonds.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♥J

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠        Pass          2NT(1)    Pass 
        4♥(3)   Pass          5♠ (4)    Pass 
        6♠        End  
(1) Jacoby, showing a game-forcing spade 
raise. 
(2) Splinter bid, showing extra values with 
heart shortage (singleton or void). 
(3) Must show slam interest with such 
good trumps together with length (headed 
by the ace) facing the splinter. The jump to 
5♠  suggests two losers in the unbid minors. 

I can’t lie — not being present at the 
match (away tournamenting in the US), I 

have made up the auction. 

          S            W              N               E

♠Q92  

♥K82  

♦Q64  

♣10543

Teams ♠AK73  

♥AQ54  

♦1095  

♣Q8

♠ J10654  

♥7  

♦AKJ8  

♣AJ2

♠8  

♥J10963  

♦732  

♣K976

 Bridge Andrew Robson
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D N A K O R E A N W A R
E M B Y F T
S P I R A L S T A I R S
T C S E S O
I C E S K A T E R O F F
N X R N B C
E N T W I N E O S A K A

R R A O T L
P A V E M E N T H O L
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sacred things
b A woolly mammoth
c Joyously victorious

Psychrophilic
a Growing best in cold 
temperatures
b Causing vivid 
hallucinations
c Enjoying mentally 
stimulating activities

Befana
a The South African 
national football team
b The art of flower 
arranging
c An Epiphany gift
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 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2878 by Bjorn

Across
1 Political philosopher worries 

about Republican group 
causing riot? (4,8) 

8 Object — one associated with 
Hull — pocketed by doctor (5)

9 Brownish vehicle male crashed 
(7)

10 Facility with £50 off winter 
sport equipment (3)

11 Disconnected and receiving no 
publicity (9) 

13 Hey! Ad break periodically 
censored some stars (5)

14 Very exposed lines become 
worn down (5)

16 Got lather worked up 
somewhat slowly (9)

17 Drink Strega on a regular basis 
(3)

19 Grip end of broken halter 
awkwardly (7)

21 Angular figure seen in velour 
homburg (5)

22 Spenser tenet reworked into 
part of speech (7,5)

Down
1  Male said to be affected in 

unusual way? (5)
2  Cue after grabbing a rest (9)
3  Humber Mud, a short story 

involving items found on the 
beach? (7,6)

4  Take possession of old trophy 
in 100 years (6)

5  A noted problem solver, I 
procure hotel undergoing 
refurbishment (7,6)

6  Pack interior of streetcars (3)
7  Shelf on which sits small 

toboggan (6)
12 Where the residents have been 

spirited away? (5,4)
13 Detective Bjorn interrupts 

brief vacation (6)
15 Mark bored by Liberal, a 

notorious hard-liner (6)
18 Easily walk miles in Italian 

island heading north (5)
20 Pitch starts to turn at 

Rawalpindi (3)
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct
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For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.com

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3916
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4957 KenKen Easy No 6409

34 17 12 9 12 25 3 16
18 19

32
16

17
3

8
4 14

11
30 9

26
16

13
12

25
6 17

17
13

14
18

32
4 15

21
24

24

17
10

6 11 9
7

4
11 19

19 33

1 2 3 4 5 76

8 9

10 11

12 13 1514

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24 25

26 27

Across
 1 1960s band who had hits  

with Lazy Sunday and 
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

 6 Male rabbit (4)
 8 Mythical maiden who vowed 

to marry any man that could 
beat her in a footrace (8)

 9 Utensil for grinding spices, 
grains etc (6)

 10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
 11 US comic actress in Private 

Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
 12 Italian motor scooter brand 

associated with mod culture (9)
 14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
 17 Loose fragments of rock on or 

at the foot of a mountain (5)
 19 Technical name for whooping 

cough (9)
 22 Sussex seaside town near 

Beachy Head (10)
 23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
 24 One 86,400th of a day (6)

B R E Z H N E V A G A R I C
I M A L U O A
R I O B R A V O V I R G I L
M T I B L E F
I N G A L L SW I L D E R
N E E P R E T S
G O O F Y R E D B R E A S T
H R E C Y O
A E G E A N S E A S O L A R
M E N L G A O M

B R A V E N EWWO R L D
O U E Y W M R
B I R E M E M A R I E L L A
A N I L L O I
N A S S A U S K E L E T O N

Last week’s solution

 25 Advocate of the health 
benefits of nakedness (8)

 26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary 
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

 27 Garden bird whose song 
contains distinctive 
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down
 1 Items that may be collected or 

studied by a conchologist (9)
 2 Word such as “carthorse” in 

relation to “orchestra” (7)
 3 Irish political party led by the 

taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)
 4 19th-century author of the 

novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)
 5 Forename of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh (6)
 6 Strait dividing the Asian and 

European parts of Turkey (9)
 7 Creator of the characters 

Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)
 13 Premier League football club 

nicknamed the Bees (9)
 15 Alternative name for the 

cryptozoological creature 
bigfoot (9)

 16 Mike ---, Times columnist 
and former England cricket 
captain (8)

 18 Large French country house 
or castle (7)

 20 Marine pinniped with 
external ear flaps (3,4)

 21 Fast food, the world’s longest 
of which measured over 200 
metres from end to end (3,3)
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to 
enable the 
train to travel 
from village A 
to village B. 
The numbers 
indicate how 
many sections 
of track go in 
each row and 
column. There 
are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2444

 Lexica Easy No 7883 Hard No 7884
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L G

A G

E R

 Codeword No 5417

 Winning Move

 General Knowledge Crossword No 267

W________W 
áWDW4WDkD] 
à0pDPDW0p] 
ßWDWDqDWD] 
ÞDW0W!bDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)WDBDP)] 
ÚDWDRDWIW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from 
Bluebaum-Belov, 
Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
Aron Nimzowitsch, 
the great chess teacher 
and theorist, often 
spoke of the passed 
pawn’s “lust to 
expand”. How did 
White ensure that the 
lusty desires of the  
d7-pawn were fulfilled? 

A A A B C D G H

I I I I I L L N

N N O O O P P S

S S S T T T T U

1 Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you 
say? (4)

3 Son not doing too well on yacht? 
(7)

4 Speed of communication (8)

5 US botanist possibly beginning 
journey here? (3,7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - -

 
- - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk

06.01.25

 Sudoku Easy No 15,519 Difficult No 15,520 Fiendish No 15,521 Word watch
David Parfitt

Hierophant
a A person who reveals 
sacred things
b A woolly mammoth
c Joyously victorious

Psychrophilic
a Growing best in cold 
temperatures
b Causing vivid 
hallucinations
c Enjoying mentally 
stimulating activities

Befana
a The South African 
national football team
b The art of flower 
arranging
c An Epiphany gift

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2878 by Bjorn

Across
1 Political philosopher worries 

about Republican group 
causing riot? (4,8) 

8 Object — one associated with 
Hull — pocketed by doctor (5)

9 Brownish vehicle male crashed 
(7)

10 Facility with £50 off winter 
sport equipment (3)

11 Disconnected and receiving no 
publicity (9) 

13 Hey! Ad break periodically 
censored some stars (5)

14 Very exposed lines become 
worn down (5)

16 Got lather worked up 
somewhat slowly (9)

17 Drink Strega on a regular basis 
(3)

19 Grip end of broken halter 
awkwardly (7)

21 Angular figure seen in velour 
homburg (5)

22 Spenser tenet reworked into 
part of speech (7,5)

Down
1  Male said to be affected in 

unusual way? (5)
2  Cue after grabbing a rest (9)
3  Humber Mud, a short story 

involving items found on the 
beach? (7,6)

4  Take possession of old trophy 
in 100 years (6)

5  A noted problem solver, I 
procure hotel undergoing 
refurbishment (7,6)

6  Pack interior of streetcars (3)
7  Shelf on which sits small 

toboggan (6)
12 Where the residents have been 

spirited away? (5,4)
13 Detective Bjorn interrupts 

brief vacation (6)
15 Mark bored by Liberal, a 

notorious hard-liner (6)
18 Easily walk miles in Italian 

island heading north (5)
20 Pitch starts to turn at 

Rawalpindi (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22

TQC2878.indd   1 20/12/2024   10:58:09

Friday’s solution on page 15
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

 Suko No 4318

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.com

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10
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MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3916
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4957 KenKen Easy No 6409

34 17 12 9 12 25 3 16
18 19

32
16

17
3

8
4 14

11
30 9

26
16

13
12

25
6 17

17
13

14
18

32
4 15

21
24

24

17
10

6 11 9
7

4
11 19

19 33

1 2 3 4 5 76

8 9

10 11

12 13 1514

16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24 25

26 27

Across
 1 1960s band who had hits  

with Lazy Sunday and 
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

 6 Male rabbit (4)
 8 Mythical maiden who vowed 

to marry any man that could 
beat her in a footrace (8)

 9 Utensil for grinding spices, 
grains etc (6)

 10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
 11 US comic actress in Private 

Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
 12 Italian motor scooter brand 

associated with mod culture (9)
 14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
 17 Loose fragments of rock on or 

at the foot of a mountain (5)
 19 Technical name for whooping 

cough (9)
 22 Sussex seaside town near 

Beachy Head (10)
 23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
 24 One 86,400th of a day (6)

B R E Z H N E V A G A R I C
I M A L U O A
R I O B R A V O V I R G I L
M T I B L E F
I N G A L L SW I L D E R
N E E P R E T S
G O O F Y R E D B R E A S T
H R E C Y O
A E G E A N S E A S O L A R
M E N L G A O M

B R A V E N EWWO R L D
O U E Y W M R
B I R E M E M A R I E L L A
A N I L L O I
N A S S A U S K E L E T O N

Last week’s solution

 25 Advocate of the health 
benefits of nakedness (8)

 26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary 
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

 27 Garden bird whose song 
contains distinctive 
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down
 1 Items that may be collected or 

studied by a conchologist (9)
 2 Word such as “carthorse” in 

relation to “orchestra” (7)
 3 Irish political party led by the 

taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)
 4 19th-century author of the 

novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)
 5 Forename of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh (6)
 6 Strait dividing the Asian and 

European parts of Turkey (9)
 7 Creator of the characters 

Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)
 13 Premier League football club 

nicknamed the Bees (9)
 15 Alternative name for the 

cryptozoological creature 
bigfoot (9)

 16 Mike ---, Times columnist 
and former England cricket 
captain (8)

 18 Large French country house 
or castle (7)

 20 Marine pinniped with 
external ear flaps (3,4)

 21 Fast food, the world’s longest 
of which measured over 200 
metres from end to end (3,3)
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to 
enable the 
train to travel 
from village A 
to village B. 
The numbers 
indicate how 
many sections 
of track go in 
each row and 
column. There 
are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2444

 Lexica Easy No 7883 Hard No 7884
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 Codeword No 5417

 Winning Move

 General Knowledge Crossword No 267

W________W 
áWDW4WDkD] 
à0pDPDW0p] 
ßWDWDqDWD] 
ÞDW0W!bDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)WDBDP)] 
ÚDWDRDWIW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from 
Bluebaum-Belov, 
Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
Aron Nimzowitsch, 
the great chess teacher 
and theorist, often 
spoke of the passed 
pawn’s “lust to 
expand”. How did 
White ensure that the 
lusty desires of the  
d7-pawn were fulfilled? 

A A A B C D G H

I I I I I L L N

N N O O O P P S

S S S T T T T U

1 Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you 
say? (4)

3 Son not doing too well on yacht? 
(7)

4 Speed of communication (8)

5 US botanist possibly beginning 
journey here? (3,7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - -

 
- - - -

 
- - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshoptimesbookshop.co.uk
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using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA

 Kakuro No 3916

©
 2

01
0 

KE
NK

EN
 P

UZ
ZL

E 
& 

TM
 N

EX
TO

Y.
 D

IS
T.

 B
Y 

UF
S,

 IN
C.

 W
W

W
.K

EN
KE

N.
CO

M

Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.
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Across
 1 1960s band who had hits  

with Lazy Sunday and 
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

 6 Male rabbit (4)
 8 Mythical maiden who vowed 

to marry any man that could 
beat her in a footrace (8)

 9 Utensil for grinding spices, 
grains etc (6)

 10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
 11 US comic actress in Private 

Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
 12 Italian motor scooter brand 

associated with mod culture (9)
 14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
 17 Loose fragments of rock on or 

at the foot of a mountain (5)
 19 Technical name for whooping 

cough (9)
 22 Sussex seaside town near 

Beachy Head (10)
 23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
 24 One 86,400th of a day (6)

B R E Z H N E V A G A R I C
I M A L U O A
R I O B R A V O V I R G I L
M T I B L E F
I N G A L L SW I L D E R
N E E P R E T S
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B R A V E N EWWO R L D
O U E Y W M R
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N A S S A U S K E L E T O N

Last week’s solution

 25 Advocate of the health 
benefits of nakedness (8)

 26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary 
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

 27 Garden bird whose song 
contains distinctive 
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down
 1 Items that may be collected or 

studied by a conchologist (9)
 2 Word such as “carthorse” in 

relation to “orchestra” (7)
 3 Irish political party led by the 

taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)
 4 19th-century author of the 

novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)
 5 Forename of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh (6)
 6 Strait dividing the Asian and 

European parts of Turkey (9)
 7 Creator of the characters 

Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)
 13 Premier League football club 

nicknamed the Bees (9)
 15 Alternative name for the 

cryptozoological creature 
bigfoot (9)

 16 Mike ---, Times columnist 
and former England cricket 
captain (8)

 18 Large French country house 
or castle (7)

 20 Marine pinniped with 
external ear flaps (3,4)

 21 Fast food, the world’s longest 
of which measured over 200 
metres from end to end (3,3)
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completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
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and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to 
enable the 
train to travel 
from village A 
to village B. 
The numbers 
indicate how 
many sections 
of track go in 
each row and 
column. There 
are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2444

 Lexica Easy No 7883 Hard No 7884

B

R

E

K

A

L

D

T

F

D

T

W

S E

Z H

D E

U A

A E

O

U

E

W

E

W E

A

N

R

C

V

L E

L G

A G

E R

 Codeword No 5417

 Winning Move

 General Knowledge Crossword No 267
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Aron Nimzowitsch, 
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spoke of the passed 
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expand”. How did 
White ensure that the 
lusty desires of the  
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1 Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you 
say? (4)

3 Son not doing too well on yacht? 
(7)

4 Speed of communication (8)

5 US botanist possibly beginning 
journey here? (3,7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 22, very good; 25, excellent

3 9 9 1 8 1
1 5 8 3 2 5 9 6 7

9 2 7 2 3 5
4 7 8 9 3 7 2

6 9 3 9 7 9 4 3
1 5 3 7 8 1 5 1
2 1 8 7 9 4 8

2 8 5 9 6 9
1 3 9 6 9 2 1 7 5
1 6 8 1 9 6

Kakuro 3914

Futoshiki 4955

S P I R A L

E U

E P G

S P U R N

U A

P R A Y E R

Lexica 7878

D P

E R U P T

V R W

O E I

T A L E N T

E Y E

Lexica 7877Set Square 3917

Suko 4318

Word watch

1 Bc4! Qxc4 clears the path 
for 2 Qe8+ Rxe8 3 dxe8Q mate

Hierophant (a) A person 
who reveals sacred things 
(Chambers)
Psychrophilic (a) Growing 
best in cold temperatures 
(Chambers)
Befana (c) An Epiphany gift 
(Chambers)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Amigo
2 Image
3 Gaming
4 Maigret
5 Magic wand

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 9
Medium 836
Harder 5,019

Brain 
Trainer

KenKen 6408

Codeword 5416

1 Pin
2 Loot
3 Sailing
4 Dispatch
5 Bus station

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions

Saturday’s answers 
city, comfy, comity, conformity, cony, 
corny, crony, footy, forty, irony, minty, 
miry, monitory, monty, moony, mortify, 
myotic, myotonic, nifty, notify, rimy, 
roomy, rooty, ryot, tiny, tonify, tony, troy, 
tycoon, tyro, yoni

 times2 Crossword No 9733  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 4

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 49

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 86 + 556

SQUARE
IT

x 6

x 2x 4

– 8+ 14x 3 30%
OF IT

+ 188

÷ 4

90%
OF IT

6/
OF IT

1

+ 9

– 88

x 2 25%
OF IT

+ 757

+

2/
OF IT

1+

+ 68 4/
OF IT

1+ 3/
OF IT
2 x 2

70%
OF IT

– 894 2/
OF IT

1+ – 468

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Weighing apparatus (6)
 5 Sense, pick up (6)
 8 Musical work (4)
 9 Genuine (4,4)
 10 Act of religious devotion (7)
 11 Irish poet (1865-1939) (5)
 13 Of inferior quality (11)
 16 Begone! (5)

A D D I S A B A B A
D D U I I A
R E A L M M I N I C A B
E P B I O R
A P T F R A G R A N C E
M O O N E A
W A R M U P E DW A R D
O N C P R C
R E H Y D R A T E C U R
L I R P H U
D E P O S I T P S A L M

P E O E I B
C O N C E N T R I C

Solution to Crossword 9732

 18 Turn to stone (7)
 21 Regular period of heavy 

commuter traffic (4,4)
 22 Gardening basket (4)
 23 In a cosy manner (6)
 24 One score (6)

Down
 2 Abundant (7)
 3 Itemised records or 

reminders (5)
 4 State of abstinence from 

alcohol (8)
 5 Dip (food) in liquid (4)
 6 Lustrous fabric (7)
 7 Military trainee (5)
 12 Covertly (2,6)
 14 Powerful embrace (4,3)
 15 Fail to make payments as 

agreed (7)
 17 Stir or agitate vigorously (5)
 19 Make (a knot) again (5)
 20 Skeletal (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5300
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3919

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9872

 Killer Tricky No 9873

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The annual Lords-Commons 
bridge match was won in 2024 by 
the House of Lords. Their team 
was Baroness Blackstone (capt), 
Lord Howard, Lord Mendoza, 
Lord Baker, the Earl of Caithness, 
Lord Hamilton, James Cooper and 
Richard Cumming-Bruce.   

The pick of the 24 boards was 
this 6♠ . Only one pair attempted 
slam — unsuccessfuly so, with all 
four declarers garnering 11 tricks. 
It’s an instructive lesson in finess-
ing — there are potential finesses 
in all four suits. Plan the play on 
♥J lead. 

Don’t take the heart finesse — it 
gains you nothing even if success-
ful. Rise with the ace and cash the 
ace-king of spades. The odds when 
missing Qxxx in trumps are to try 
to drop the queen; indeed, even 
with a spade fewer, it may well be 
right to play for the drop, for a los-
ing finesse would leave you very 
poorly placed (wanting to use the 
small spades for ruffing). 

West discards on the second top 
spade and it’s time to broach the 
minors — but which one? Do you 
run the queen of clubs? Or do you 
run the ten of diamonds? 

Consider the consequences of a 
winning finesse (for a losing 
finesse will be fatal — as you have 
a spade loser). In clubs, you can 
assume East will cover the queen 
with the king (if he has it); you will 
then win the ace, cash the jack, 
ruff a third club, then have to risk 
the diamond finesse. The point is 
that if the club finesse works, you 
still need the diamond finesse. 

The same is not true for dia-
monds. If the ten of diamonds 

wins, you can finesse the jack, cash 
the ace-king, discarding a club 
from dummy, then cash the ace of 
clubs and cross-ruff, leaving East 
to score only his master trump. 
The diamond finesse it should be 
— successfully so and slam made.  

Small technical improvement 
department: you should have 
crossed to the ace of diamonds ear-
lier in case West had a bare queen. 

Well done if you worked out to 
take only one finesse out of four — 
in diamonds.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♥J

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠        Pass          2NT(1)    Pass 
        4♥(3)   Pass          5♠ (4)    Pass 
        6♠        End  
(1) Jacoby, showing a game-forcing spade 
raise. 
(2) Splinter bid, showing extra values with 
heart shortage (singleton or void). 
(3) Must show slam interest with such 
good trumps together with length (headed 
by the ace) facing the splinter. The jump to 
5♠  suggests two losers in the unbid minors. 

I can’t lie — not being present at the 
match (away tournamenting in the US), I 

have made up the auction. 

          S            W              N               E

♠Q92  

♥K82  

♦Q64  

♣10543

Teams ♠AK73  

♥AQ54  

♦1095  

♣Q8

♠ J10654  

♥7  

♦AKJ8  

♣AJ2

♠8  

♥J10963  

♦732  

♣K976
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4957 KenKen Easy No 6409
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Across
 1 1960s band who had hits  

with Lazy Sunday and 
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

 6 Male rabbit (4)
 8 Mythical maiden who vowed 

to marry any man that could 
beat her in a footrace (8)

 9 Utensil for grinding spices, 
grains etc (6)

 10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
 11 US comic actress in Private 

Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
 12 Italian motor scooter brand 

associated with mod culture (9)
 14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
 17 Loose fragments of rock on or 

at the foot of a mountain (5)
 19 Technical name for whooping 

cough (9)
 22 Sussex seaside town near 

Beachy Head (10)
 23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
 24 One 86,400th of a day (6)

B R E Z H N E V A G A R I C
I M A L U O A
R I O B R A V O V I R G I L
M T I B L E F
I N G A L L SW I L D E R
N E E P R E T S
G O O F Y R E D B R E A S T
H R E C Y O
A E G E A N S E A S O L A R
M E N L G A O M

B R A V E N EWWO R L D
O U E Y W M R
B I R E M E M A R I E L L A
A N I L L O I
N A S S A U S K E L E T O N

Last week’s solution

 25 Advocate of the health 
benefits of nakedness (8)

 26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary 
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

 27 Garden bird whose song 
contains distinctive 
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down
 1 Items that may be collected or 

studied by a conchologist (9)
 2 Word such as “carthorse” in 

relation to “orchestra” (7)
 3 Irish political party led by the 

taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)
 4 19th-century author of the 

novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)
 5 Forename of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh (6)
 6 Strait dividing the Asian and 

European parts of Turkey (9)
 7 Creator of the characters 

Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)
 13 Premier League football club 

nicknamed the Bees (9)
 15 Alternative name for the 

cryptozoological creature 
bigfoot (9)

 16 Mike ---, Times columnist 
and former England cricket 
captain (8)

 18 Large French country house 
or castle (7)

 20 Marine pinniped with 
external ear flaps (3,4)

 21 Fast food, the world’s longest 
of which measured over 200 
metres from end to end (3,3)
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to 
enable the 
train to travel 
from village A 
to village B. 
The numbers 
indicate how 
many sections 
of track go in 
each row and 
column. There 
are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2444

 Lexica Easy No 7883 Hard No 7884
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 Codeword No 5417

 Winning Move

 General Knowledge Crossword No 267

W________W 
áWDW4WDkD] 
à0pDPDW0p] 
ßWDWDqDWD] 
ÞDW0W!bDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)WDBDP)] 
ÚDWDRDWIW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from 
Bluebaum-Belov, 
Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
Aron Nimzowitsch, 
the great chess teacher 
and theorist, often 
spoke of the passed 
pawn’s “lust to 
expand”. How did 
White ensure that the 
lusty desires of the  
d7-pawn were fulfilled? 

A A A B C D G H

I I I I I L L N

N N O O O P P S

S S S T T T T U

1 Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you 
say? (4)

3 Son not doing too well on yacht? 
(7)

4 Speed of communication (8)

5 US botanist possibly beginning 
journey here? (3,7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - -
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 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4957 KenKen Easy No 6409
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18 19
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Across
 1 1960s band who had hits  

with Lazy Sunday and 
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

 6 Male rabbit (4)
 8 Mythical maiden who vowed 

to marry any man that could 
beat her in a footrace (8)

 9 Utensil for grinding spices, 
grains etc (6)

 10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
 11 US comic actress in Private 

Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
 12 Italian motor scooter brand 

associated with mod culture (9)
 14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
 17 Loose fragments of rock on or 

at the foot of a mountain (5)
 19 Technical name for whooping 

cough (9)
 22 Sussex seaside town near 

Beachy Head (10)
 23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
 24 One 86,400th of a day (6)
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Last week’s solution

 25 Advocate of the health 
benefits of nakedness (8)

 26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary 
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

 27 Garden bird whose song 
contains distinctive 
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down
 1 Items that may be collected or 

studied by a conchologist (9)
 2 Word such as “carthorse” in 

relation to “orchestra” (7)
 3 Irish political party led by the 

taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)
 4 19th-century author of the 

novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)
 5 Forename of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh (6)
 6 Strait dividing the Asian and 

European parts of Turkey (9)
 7 Creator of the characters 

Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)
 13 Premier League football club 

nicknamed the Bees (9)
 15 Alternative name for the 

cryptozoological creature 
bigfoot (9)

 16 Mike ---, Times columnist 
and former England cricket 
captain (8)

 18 Large French country house 
or castle (7)

 20 Marine pinniped with 
external ear flaps (3,4)

 21 Fast food, the world’s longest 
of which measured over 200 
metres from end to end (3,3)
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).
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The numbers 
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many sections 
of track go in 
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are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself.
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 Winning Move

 General Knowledge Crossword No 267

W________W 
áWDW4WDkD] 
à0pDPDW0p] 
ßWDWDqDWD] 
ÞDW0W!bDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)WDBDP)] 
ÚDWDRDWIW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from 
Bluebaum-Belov, 
Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
Aron Nimzowitsch, 
the great chess teacher 
and theorist, often 
spoke of the passed 
pawn’s “lust to 
expand”. How did 
White ensure that the 
lusty desires of the  
d7-pawn were fulfilled? 

A A A B C D G H

I I I I I L L N

N N O O O P P S

S S S T T T T U

1 Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you 
say? (4)

3 Son not doing too well on yacht? 
(7)

4 Speed of communication (8)

5 US botanist possibly beginning 
journey here? (3,7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.
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Across
 1 1960s band who had hits  

with Lazy Sunday and 
Itchycoo Park (5,5)

 6 Male rabbit (4)
 8 Mythical maiden who vowed 

to marry any man that could 
beat her in a footrace (8)

 9 Utensil for grinding spices, 
grains etc (6)

 10 Dill or chervil, eg (4)
 11 US comic actress in Private 

Benjamin and Overboard (6,4)
 12 Italian motor scooter brand 

associated with mod culture (9)
 14 Batch of 12 dozen items (5)
 17 Loose fragments of rock on or 

at the foot of a mountain (5)
 19 Technical name for whooping 

cough (9)
 22 Sussex seaside town near 

Beachy Head (10)
 23 Capital city of Azerbaijan (4)
 24 One 86,400th of a day (6)
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Last week’s solution

 25 Advocate of the health 
benefits of nakedness (8)

 26 Douglas ---, foreign secretary 
from 1989 to 1995 (4)

 27 Garden bird whose song 
contains distinctive 
“wheezing” sounds (10)

Down
 1 Items that may be collected or 

studied by a conchologist (9)
 2 Word such as “carthorse” in 

relation to “orchestra” (7)
 3 Irish political party led by the 

taoiseach Simon Harris (4,4)
 4 19th-century author of the 

novels Villette and Shirley (9,6)
 5 Forename of the Duchess of 

Edinburgh (6)
 6 Strait dividing the Asian and 

European parts of Turkey (9)
 7 Creator of the characters 

Aslan and Mr Tumnus (1,1,5)
 13 Premier League football club 

nicknamed the Bees (9)
 15 Alternative name for the 

cryptozoological creature 
bigfoot (9)

 16 Mike ---, Times columnist 
and former England cricket 
captain (8)

 18 Large French country house 
or castle (7)

 20 Marine pinniped with 
external ear flaps (3,4)

 21 Fast food, the world’s longest 
of which measured over 200 
metres from end to end (3,3)
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Saturday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to 
enable the 
train to travel 
from village A 
to village B. 
The numbers 
indicate how 
many sections 
of track go in 
each row and 
column. There 
are only 
straight 
sections and 
curved 
sections. The 
track cannot 
cross itself.
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 Winning Move

 General Knowledge Crossword No 267

W________W 
áWDW4WDkD] 
à0pDPDW0p] 
ßWDWDqDWD] 
ÞDW0W!bDW] 
ÝWDWDWDWD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)WDBDP)] 
ÚDWDRDWIW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from 
Bluebaum-Belov, 
Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
Aron Nimzowitsch, 
the great chess teacher 
and theorist, often 
spoke of the passed 
pawn’s “lust to 
expand”. How did 
White ensure that the 
lusty desires of the  
d7-pawn were fulfilled? 

A A A B C D G H

I I I I I L L N

N N O O O P P S

S S S T T T T U

1 Dash back for metal fastener (3)

2 Spoils a musical instrument, you 
say? (4)

3 Son not doing too well on yacht? 
(7)

4 Speed of communication (8)

5 US botanist possibly beginning 
journey here? (3,7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 22, very good; 25, excellent

3 9 9 1 8 1
1 5 8 3 2 5 9 6 7

9 2 7 2 3 5
4 7 8 9 3 7 2

6 9 3 9 7 9 4 3
1 5 3 7 8 1 5 1
2 1 8 7 9 4 8

2 8 5 9 6 9
1 3 9 6 9 2 1 7 5
1 6 8 1 9 6

Kakuro 3914

Futoshiki 4955

S P I R A L

E U

E P G

S P U R N

U A

P R A Y E R

Lexica 7878

D P

E R U P T

V R W

O E I

T A L E N T

E Y E

Lexica 7877Set Square 3917

Suko 4318

Word watch

1 Bc4! Qxc4 clears the path 
for 2 Qe8+ Rxe8 3 dxe8Q mate

Hierophant (a) A person 
who reveals sacred things 
(Chambers)
Psychrophilic (a) Growing 
best in cold temperatures 
(Chambers)
Befana (c) An Epiphany gift 
(Chambers)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Amigo
2 Image
3 Gaming
4 Maigret
5 Magic wand

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 9
Medium 836
Harder 5,019

Brain 
Trainer

KenKen 6408

Codeword 5416

1 Pin
2 Loot
3 Sailing
4 Dispatch
5 Bus station

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions

Saturday’s answers 
city, comfy, comity, conformity, cony, 
corny, crony, footy, forty, irony, minty, 
miry, monitory, monty, moony, mortify, 
myotic, myotonic, nifty, notify, rimy, 
roomy, rooty, ryot, tiny, tonify, tony, troy, 
tycoon, tyro, yoni

 times2 Crossword No 9733  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.
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HARDER 86 + 556

SQUARE
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– 88
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+
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2 x 2
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– 894 2/
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1+ – 468
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13 14 15

16 17 18 19
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23 24

Across
 1 Weighing apparatus (6)
 5 Sense, pick up (6)
 8 Musical work (4)
 9 Genuine (4,4)
 10 Act of religious devotion (7)
 11 Irish poet (1865-1939) (5)
 13 Of inferior quality (11)
 16 Begone! (5)

A D D I S A B A B A
D D U I I A
R E A L M M I N I C A B
E P B I O R
A P T F R A G R A N C E
M O O N E A
W A R M U P E DW A R D
O N C P R C
R E H Y D R A T E C U R
L I R P H U
D E P O S I T P S A L M

P E O E I B
C O N C E N T R I C

Solution to Crossword 9732

 18 Turn to stone (7)
 21 Regular period of heavy 

commuter traffic (4,4)
 22 Gardening basket (4)
 23 In a cosy manner (6)
 24 One score (6)

Down
 2 Abundant (7)
 3 Itemised records or 

reminders (5)
 4 State of abstinence from 

alcohol (8)
 5 Dip (food) in liquid (4)
 6 Lustrous fabric (7)
 7 Military trainee (5)
 12 Covertly (2,6)
 14 Powerful embrace (4,3)
 15 Fail to make payments as 

agreed (7)
 17 Stir or agitate vigorously (5)
 19 Make (a knot) again (5)
 20 Skeletal (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3919

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9872

 Killer Tricky No 9873

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The annual Lords-Commons 
bridge match was won in 2024 by 
the House of Lords. Their team 
was Baroness Blackstone (capt), 
Lord Howard, Lord Mendoza, 
Lord Baker, the Earl of Caithness, 
Lord Hamilton, James Cooper and 
Richard Cumming-Bruce.   

The pick of the 24 boards was 
this 6♠ . Only one pair attempted 
slam — unsuccessfuly so, with all 
four declarers garnering 11 tricks. 
It’s an instructive lesson in finess-
ing — there are potential finesses 
in all four suits. Plan the play on 
♥J lead. 

Don’t take the heart finesse — it 
gains you nothing even if success-
ful. Rise with the ace and cash the 
ace-king of spades. The odds when 
missing Qxxx in trumps are to try 
to drop the queen; indeed, even 
with a spade fewer, it may well be 
right to play for the drop, for a los-
ing finesse would leave you very 
poorly placed (wanting to use the 
small spades for ruffing). 

West discards on the second top 
spade and it’s time to broach the 
minors — but which one? Do you 
run the queen of clubs? Or do you 
run the ten of diamonds? 

Consider the consequences of a 
winning finesse (for a losing 
finesse will be fatal — as you have 
a spade loser). In clubs, you can 
assume East will cover the queen 
with the king (if he has it); you will 
then win the ace, cash the jack, 
ruff a third club, then have to risk 
the diamond finesse. The point is 
that if the club finesse works, you 
still need the diamond finesse. 

The same is not true for dia-
monds. If the ten of diamonds 

wins, you can finesse the jack, cash 
the ace-king, discarding a club 
from dummy, then cash the ace of 
clubs and cross-ruff, leaving East 
to score only his master trump. 
The diamond finesse it should be 
— successfully so and slam made.  

Small technical improvement 
department: you should have 
crossed to the ace of diamonds ear-
lier in case West had a bare queen. 

Well done if you worked out to 
take only one finesse out of four — 
in diamonds.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♥J

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠        Pass          2NT(1)    Pass 
        4♥(3)   Pass          5♠ (4)    Pass 
        6♠        End  
(1) Jacoby, showing a game-forcing spade 
raise. 
(2) Splinter bid, showing extra values with 
heart shortage (singleton or void). 
(3) Must show slam interest with such 
good trumps together with length (headed 
by the ace) facing the splinter. The jump to 
5♠  suggests two losers in the unbid minors. 

I can’t lie — not being present at the 
match (away tournamenting in the US), I 

have made up the auction. 

          S            W              N               E

♠Q92  

♥K82  

♦Q64  

♣10543

Teams ♠AK73  

♥AQ54  

♦1095  

♣Q8

♠ J10654  

♥7  

♦AKJ8  

♣AJ2

♠8  

♥J10963  

♦732  

♣K976

 Bridge Andrew Robson

C R O O K E D R A I N
L R N R E N
A M I G O E N V E L O P
N G C A A O
D N A K O R E A N W A R
E M B Y F T
S P I R A L S T A I R S
T C S E S O
I C E S K A T E R O F F
N X R N B C
E N T W I N E O S A K A

R R A O T L
P A V E M E N T H O L
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containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 22, very good; 25, excellent
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roomy, rooty, ryot, tiny, tonify, tony, troy, 
tycoon, tyro, yoni
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Across
 1 Weighing apparatus (6)
 5 Sense, pick up (6)
 8 Musical work (4)
 9 Genuine (4,4)
 10 Act of religious devotion (7)
 11 Irish poet (1865-1939) (5)
 13 Of inferior quality (11)
 16 Begone! (5)
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Solution to Crossword 9732

 18 Turn to stone (7)
 21 Regular period of heavy 

commuter traffic (4,4)
 22 Gardening basket (4)
 23 In a cosy manner (6)
 24 One score (6)

Down
 2 Abundant (7)
 3 Itemised records or 

reminders (5)
 4 State of abstinence from 

alcohol (8)
 5 Dip (food) in liquid (4)
 6 Lustrous fabric (7)
 7 Military trainee (5)
 12 Covertly (2,6)
 14 Powerful embrace (4,3)
 15 Fail to make payments as 

agreed (7)
 17 Stir or agitate vigorously (5)
 19 Make (a knot) again (5)
 20 Skeletal (4)
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to drop the queen; indeed, even 
with a spade fewer, it may well be 
right to play for the drop, for a los-
ing finesse would leave you very 
poorly placed (wanting to use the 
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wins, you can finesse the jack, cash 
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The diamond finesse it should be 
— successfully so and slam made.  
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Sport Tytyt ytyt tyty yty tyty 
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Xref

Tyty ytytyty ty ty ty
Tytyt ytyt tyty yty tyty 
tytytytytytyyty t yytyty
Xref

Tyty ytytyty ty ty ty

Times Crossword 29,119 across down Prize solution 29,112

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

2322

24 25

26 27

L A N D A R M Y U P L I N K
I E I A R R E
F R E E R I D E B E L I Z E
E S A E F D N
G E T T H E M E S S A G E
U R O E O C S S
A V E R T B U T T E R C U P
R E O E E I
D U S T C O V E R G O N E R
S U A A I L C I

R A P P R O C H E M E N T
S G R Y A N L
P R E C I S B L A C K S E A
U O C L O A M
R U N N E R R Y D E R C U P

 1 Moral member of royal family, 
mostly one quietly guided (10) 

 6 Partially wrap something put back 
in box (4)

 9 Permission to land on part of golf 
course (5,5) 

 10 Political group’s announced 
restrictive measure (4) 

 12 Football manager’s season 
threatened with relegation? (12)

 15 To go round enclosure order 
permit (9)

 17 Herd of animals runs into bird (5)
 18 Divert leader of saboteurs ahead of 

illegal pursuit? (5)
 19 Rude nudes cavorting, having too 

little to do? (9)
 20 During period I had to restrict 

journalist’s go-between role (12)
 24 Celeb, fellow spinning round with 

energy (4)
 25 Transfer of power achieved finally 

— a slow process? (10)
 26 Old bird given repeated 

encouragement to act? (4)
 27 Most variable in quality but having 

the most marks? (10)

 1 Servant’s time under pressure (4)
 2 New Yorker’s got rid of cold (4)
 3 Opposing company, a politician 

offering convincing evidence? (12)
 4 Direct contribution to debate? (5)
 5 He and I rested, sadly knocked out? 

(9)
 7 Ship’s compartment in a mess, so I 

help out (5,5)
 8 Argues for sports field primarily 

offering many, many goals (10)
 11 Drew on being this overcome by 

awe? (12)
 13 Greens said to be excited, given 

new position (10)
 14 Familiar chap denounced arrests 

(10)
 16 Fun in the morning time entertains 

service staff (9)
 21 Privy to knowledge finally being 

combined (2,3)
 22 Female wrath —  it is destructive 

(4)
 23 Bird in difficulty (4)

The winners of Prize Crossword No 29,106 are 
S Alabaster, Redditch, Worcestershire
S England, Guildford, Surrey
T Hodgson, Leeds
T Mullett, Acton Bridge, Cheshire
S Roberts, Weybridge, Surrey
The winners of Prize Crossword No 29,112 are
P Cowling, Laughton, Lincolnshire
S Hinton, Feltham, Greater London
A McKenzie, London SW13 
Nathalie and Paul, Llangollen, Denbighshire
RW Sarsby, Enfield, Greater London
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 P
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ER
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 22, very good; 25, excellent

3 9 9 1 8 1
1 5 8 3 2 5 9 6 7

9 2 7 2 3 5
4 7 8 9 3 7 2

6 9 3 9 7 9 4 3
1 5 3 7 8 1 5 1
2 1 8 7 9 4 8

2 8 5 9 6 9
1 3 9 6 9 2 1 7 5
1 6 8 1 9 6

Kakuro 3914

Futoshiki 4955

S P I R A L

E U

E P G

S P U R N

U A

P R A Y E R

Lexica 7878

D P

E R U P T

V R W

O E I

T A L E N T

E Y E

Lexica 7877Set Square 3917

Suko 4318

Word watch

1 Bc4! Qxc4 clears the path 
for 2 Qe8+ Rxe8 3 dxe8Q mate

Hierophant (a) A person 
who reveals sacred things 
(Chambers)
Psychrophilic (a) Growing 
best in cold temperatures 
(Chambers)
Befana (c) An Epiphany gift 
(Chambers)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Amigo
2 Image
3 Gaming
4 Maigret
5 Magic wand

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 9
Medium 836
Harder 5,019

Brain 
Trainer

KenKen 6408

Codeword 5416

1 Pin
2 Loot
3 Sailing
4 Dispatch
5 Bus station

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions

Saturday’s answers 
city, comfy, comity, conformity, cony, 
corny, crony, footy, forty, irony, minty, 
miry, monitory, monty, moony, mortify, 
myotic, myotonic, nifty, notify, rimy, 
roomy, rooty, ryot, tiny, tonify, tony, troy, 
tycoon, tyro, yoni

 times2 Crossword No 9733  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 4

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 49

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 86 + 556

SQUARE
IT

x 6

x 2x 4

– 8+ 14x 3 30%
OF IT

+ 188

÷ 4

90%
OF IT

6/
OF IT

1

+ 9

– 88

x 2 25%
OF IT

+ 757

+

2/
OF IT

1+

+ 68 4/
OF IT

1+ 3/
OF IT
2 x 2

70%
OF IT

– 894 2/
OF IT

1+ – 468

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22

23 24

Across
 1 Weighing apparatus (6)
 5 Sense, pick up (6)
 8 Musical work (4)
 9 Genuine (4,4)
 10 Act of religious devotion (7)
 11 Irish poet (1865-1939) (5)
 13 Of inferior quality (11)
 16 Begone! (5)

A D D I S A B A B A
D D U I I A
R E A L M M I N I C A B
E P B I O R
A P T F R A G R A N C E
M O O N E A
W A R M U P E DW A R D
O N C P R C
R E H Y D R A T E C U R
L I R P H U
D E P O S I T P S A L M

P E O E I B
C O N C E N T R I C

Solution to Crossword 9732

 18 Turn to stone (7)
 21 Regular period of heavy 

commuter traffic (4,4)
 22 Gardening basket (4)
 23 In a cosy manner (6)
 24 One score (6)

Down
 2 Abundant (7)
 3 Itemised records or 

reminders (5)
 4 State of abstinence from 

alcohol (8)
 5 Dip (food) in liquid (4)
 6 Lustrous fabric (7)
 7 Military trainee (5)
 12 Covertly (2,6)
 14 Powerful embrace (4,3)
 15 Fail to make payments as 

agreed (7)
 17 Stir or agitate vigorously (5)
 19 Make (a knot) again (5)
 20 Skeletal (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5300
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3919

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9872

 Killer Tricky No 9873

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The annual Lords-Commons 
bridge match was won in 2024 by 
the House of Lords. Their team 
was Baroness Blackstone (capt), 
Lord Howard, Lord Mendoza, 
Lord Baker, the Earl of Caithness, 
Lord Hamilton, James Cooper and 
Richard Cumming-Bruce.   

The pick of the 24 boards was 
this 6♠ . Only one pair attempted 
slam — unsuccessfuly so, with all 
four declarers garnering 11 tricks. 
It’s an instructive lesson in finess-
ing — there are potential finesses 
in all four suits. Plan the play on 
♥J lead. 

Don’t take the heart finesse — it 
gains you nothing even if success-
ful. Rise with the ace and cash the 
ace-king of spades. The odds when 
missing Qxxx in trumps are to try 
to drop the queen; indeed, even 
with a spade fewer, it may well be 
right to play for the drop, for a los-
ing finesse would leave you very 
poorly placed (wanting to use the 
small spades for ruffing). 

West discards on the second top 
spade and it’s time to broach the 
minors — but which one? Do you 
run the queen of clubs? Or do you 
run the ten of diamonds? 

Consider the consequences of a 
winning finesse (for a losing 
finesse will be fatal — as you have 
a spade loser). In clubs, you can 
assume East will cover the queen 
with the king (if he has it); you will 
then win the ace, cash the jack, 
ruff a third club, then have to risk 
the diamond finesse. The point is 
that if the club finesse works, you 
still need the diamond finesse. 

The same is not true for dia-
monds. If the ten of diamonds 

wins, you can finesse the jack, cash 
the ace-king, discarding a club 
from dummy, then cash the ace of 
clubs and cross-ruff, leaving East 
to score only his master trump. 
The diamond finesse it should be 
— successfully so and slam made.  

Small technical improvement 
department: you should have 
crossed to the ace of diamonds ear-
lier in case West had a bare queen. 

Well done if you worked out to 
take only one finesse out of four — 
in diamonds.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♥J

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

        1♠        Pass          2NT(1)    Pass 
        4♥(3)   Pass          5♠ (4)    Pass 
        6♠        End  
(1) Jacoby, showing a game-forcing spade 
raise. 
(2) Splinter bid, showing extra values with 
heart shortage (singleton or void). 
(3) Must show slam interest with such 
good trumps together with length (headed 
by the ace) facing the splinter. The jump to 
5♠  suggests two losers in the unbid minors. 

I can’t lie — not being present at the 
match (away tournamenting in the US), I 

have made up the auction. 
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Thursday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2 4
2 3 1 5
5 2
6 1

1 3

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai easy

Sudoku super fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

1 3 5
1 5 3
2 6 1

2 5 3

4 6 5 3 1 2
2 4 6

6 4 2
5 3 4

6 1 4
3 4 1 2 6 5
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column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com
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2 4 6

6 4 2
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6 1 4
3 4 1 2 6 5
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Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
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1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1
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Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt
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Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH
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Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
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1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8
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Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt
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Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH
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puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai easy

Sudoku super fiendish
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every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.
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Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

1 3 5
1 5 3
2 6 1

2 5 3

4 6 5 3 1 2
2 4 6

6 4 2
5 3 4

6 1 4
3 4 1 2 6 5
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Solutions from December 19
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

2 4
2 3 1 5
5 2
6 1

1 3

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai easy

Sudoku super fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.com

MINI 
SUDOKU

5
3 6

1 6
6 5 3

1 5
2

6 4 3 1 2
2 1 4 5
5 3 2 4

4 2 1
3 2 4 6
5 6 4 3 1
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