
Edgewood Farms seed beds. The signs introduce visitors to 
plants found in three important Edgewood ecosystems 
(oak woodlands, grasslands, and chaparral) and explain 
the role of wildlife in the garden, the importance of 
decomposition, and the advantages of creating your own 
native garden.

To highlight ways a native garden can be more eco-friendly 
and sustainable, we created new educational banners and a 
slideshow presentation for the Education Center. Laurie 
Alexander, program coordinator for Junior Explorers and 
the Education Center, also developed a fun interactive 
activity for children to explore how decomposition works.

Howie, Laurie, and I were co-leaders on the project and
wish to extend special thanks 
to Marco Casazza, Sandy 
Bernhard, Kathy Switky, 
Vanessa Wyns, Jose 
Quezada, Alf Fengler, Ken 
Hickman, Martha 
Vercoutere, and the 
Edgewood Park Rangers who 
supported our efforts. We 
couldn’t be prouder of what 
we have created.

Story and photos by Barrie Moore
Through a generous grant from the San Mateo County 
Office of Sustainability, Friends of Edgewood has been able 
to make improvements to the native garden and add new 
educational materials to the Education Center. The 4R’s 
grant program is designed to promote sustainability and 
divert waste from being sent to landfills. 4R’s stands for 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rot. 

Volunteer Howie Smith manages the native garden and 
has done an incredible job adding new paths that allow 
visitors to get a closer look at our native Edgewood plants 
and explore the garden in a more intimate way. The new 
paths are permeable and use wood chips recycled from the 
preserve. We also reused 
downed branches and tree 
stumps to create the path 
edging, and we rely on rot 
in the form of composted 
plant materials as mulch. 
By using native plants 
adapted to our climate, we 
reduce our use of water.

Eight new interpretive 
signs have been added, 
including one up near the 

Native Garden and Ed Center Highlight 4R’s
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Volunteers Stepping Up 

New Volunteers’ Skills Match Roles
by Sandy Bernhard
In other volunteer news, docent Emily Fawcett has taken 
on the role of Volunteer Enrichment Coordinator. Our 
enrichment program offers volunteers fun, informative 
talks and walks led by experts from inside and outside our 
organization on a range of natural history topics. These 
events are online for the present, but Emily, a high school 
English teacher, has some recently acquired experience 
with Zoom technology and is game for the task.

Sue Lindner, a member of the interrupted 2020 docent 
class, is bringing her expertise as a tech writer to a new 
volunteer position: Manager of Nomenclature. She’ll be 
helping us keep and coordinate our plant lists. Each of 
Edgewood’s over 500 plant taxa has a unique scientific 
name and often several informal, “common” names, which 
are deployed in a variety of online and print applications. 
We strive to keep up with nomenclature changes and 
maintain consistency, so we are grateful for Sue’s help! ❖

Docent Caroline Bowker spotted this long-tailed weasel 
(Mustela frenata) on the Baywood Glen trail the morning 
of July 1 and snapped this photo. This is the first 
documented sighting of this species in Edgewood. 

mailto:bloomin-coordinator@friendsofedgewood.org
mailto:bloomin-coordinator@friendsofedgewood.org
mailto:bloomin-coordinator@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/edgewood-wildflower-survey
mailto:get-involved@friendsofedgewood.org
mailto:get-involved@friendsofedgewood.org
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area. COVID-19 put a hold on San Mateo County Parks 
staff’s mowing, but Creekside Science was able to complete 
some targeted mowing for purple falsebrome in the 
butterfly habitat area.

Spring 2020 was cool, which is an important factor that 
helps host plants stay fresh longer as the tiny caterpillars 
race to become large enough to enter diapause (their 
dormant state) over the long, dry summer when they have 
nothing to eat. Yet the Bay checkerspot butterflies are 
continually failing to reproduce at replacement rates. 
Edgewood may lack the steep north-facing slopes that 
remain cool enough to maintain fresh host plants even 
longer into the season, especially in the face of rising 
spring temperatures.

It’s also possible that the transplants from Coyote Ridge, a 
much larger area, may be less in tune with habitat edges 
than the original butterflies that were adapted to 
Edgewood. Perhaps the new transplants are more likely to 
fly into inappropriate habitat and miss out on chances to 
mate. The current strategy is to observe whether stopping 
translocations and maintaining Edgewood stock selects for 
more sedentary animals, with the idea that the ones that 
survive are best adapted to Edgewood. We honestly don’t 
know what the future holds for Bay checkerspots at 
Edgewood, but we’re glad to see they’re still hanging on 
and hope they continue to flutter above its beautiful 
wildflower displays.

We remain grateful to the following partners for financial 
support, volunteer time, and excellence on the job: U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), San Francisco Bay 
Wildlife Society, PG&E, San Mateo County Parks, San 
Mateo County Parks Foundation, Friends of Edgewood, 
and, of course, the Edgewood Checkerspotters. ❖

mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
http://plantid.net/?PlantList=Edgewood+Preserve
mailto:bruce@plantid.net
https://PlantID.net/?TaxonRpt=Hemizonia+congesta+ssp.+luzulifolia
https://PlantID.net/?TaxonRpt=Hemizonia+congesta+ssp.+luzulifolia
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
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John Muir Laws Offers Tools to Observe Better, Learn More

https://johnmuirlaws.com/
https://johnmuirlaws.com/nature-journaling-at-edgewood-park-video/
https://johnmuirlaws.com/nature-journaling-at-edgewood-park-video/
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Switch to a Sustaining Membership
Easier for you. Better for Edgewood.
Friends! A sustaining membership lets you make a 
monthly donation via your credit card and have a huge 
impact on programs like Project 467, Junior Explorers, 
and more. Can you spare just $5 or more per month 
to support Friends of Edgewood and the park we love? 

Go to f  oew  .org/  donate  , and follow directions to 
become a sustaining member, or email us at  
mem@friendsofedgewood.org, and we will help you 
get set up. 

Authors Seek Funds 
to Publish New Flora
by Mila Stroganoff, 
with Doug Allshouse

The Natural History of the San Bruno Mountains, by 
Doug Allshouse and David Nelson, lists all of the plant 
species on the mountain. Full-color photographs show the 
flower, leaf, and whole plant, as well as any special feature 
such as a thorn, seedpod, etc. Special attention is given to 
the rare plants that grow only on San Bruno Mountain and 
nowhere else in the world. In order to understand the 
complete story of San Bruno Mountain, the book includes 
the political history as well as the relationships of the 
plants to the animals, to the geology, to the climate, and to 
the life-giving fog.

$75,000 is needed to publish the book and a Go Fund Me 
site has been set up for this purpose: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-natural-history-of-the-
san-bruno-mountains.

Doug Allshouse has a saying: “I hope the mountain bites 
you, because once the mountain bites you, you stay bitten.” 
Doug has been leading field trips on San Bruno Mountain 
since 1996. David Nelson was “bitten” by the mountain 
when he attended one of Doug’s field trips in early 2013.

Just two weeks after that field trip, they began working 
together on the book documenting the flora of the 
mountain. They met practically every Saturday for almost 
six years. 45,000 photos and 538 plant descriptions later, 
they have been fine-tuning their manuscript for 
publication by Heyday Books in Berkeley.

Profits from the book will go to Heyday Books, to cover 
their costs of editing, layout, and distribution, and to the 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) and San Bruno 
Mountain Watch. The authors are donating their time and 
the manuscript to the California Native Plant Society.

Doug says, “We hope that the book will serve to awaken 
those who buy it to see San Bruno Mountain in the same 
light as David and I do, and hopefully commit to its 
conservation as an ark and home to the largest existing 
piece of the Franciscan Landscape. We want this book to 
set a new standard for future floras.”

Photos by David Nelson. (R) San Francisco 
Lessingia (Lessingia germanorum), SBM’s 
only federally listed endangered species. 
(Top) Common Campion (Silene scouleri), 
being studied by CNPS for endangered 
species protection.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-natural-history-of-the-san-bruno-mountains
https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-natural-history-of-the-san-bruno-mountains
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
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