
During the COVID-19 hiatus, Laurie decided she would 
like to have more time for travel and adventures with her 
newly retired husband. This turned out to be the perfect 
time to transition the Ed Center leadership, and we are 
very lucky that Nancy Enzminger has stepped up to the 
challenge.

Nancy discovered Edgewood ten years ago when she 
moved to San Carlos. She had been hiking and enjoying the 
trails but was really captivated by the preserve during a 
Friends of Edgewood star-gazing hike which was truly 
magical. Based on that experience, she decided to 
volunteer with FoE. Nancy has been an Education Center 
host for over three years. She has also assisted the Docent 
Coordinator with logistics for two years. Nancy’s career 
was spent in human resources. She brings many excellent 
skills in organization management to her role as the new 
Ed Center Coordinator. Nancy was also recently elected to 
the Friends of Edgewood board of directors for the 2022-
2024 term.

Nancy and Laurie have been working together over the 
summer to inventory needed maintenance and conduct a 
deep cleaning of the facility and the exhibits. With the help 
of San Mateo County Parks, projects including roof repairs, 
new lighting, bathroom renovations, and floor and front 
door refinishing are being completed.

We have developed new COVID-19 protocols and in early 
2022 will be re-training our volunteer hosts. We plan to re-
open the Ed Center sometime in January 2022. Watch 
your inboxes, our website, and social media for updates on 
the exact re-opening date. If you are interested in 
volunteering as an Ed Center host in 2022, email get-
involved@friendsofedgewood.org so we can let you know 
when training is scheduled.

We want to thank Laurie for her incredible dedication to 
leading the Ed Center team for the past 10+ years and 
welcome Nancy in her new role. Most of all, we can’t wait 
to see the Bill and Jean Lane Education Center re-opened 
and welcoming visitors again very soon!

by Barrie Moore 
Changes are finally in the air at the Bill and Jean Lane 
Education Center. The Ed Center was forced to close its 
doors during March of 2020 when the original COVID-19 
shelter-in-place orders were issued. For months, we were 
unsure when and how we would be allowed to reopen. In 
pre-pandemic “before times,” the Ed Center received over 
8,000 visitors a year. It probably goes without saying that 
it is one of the most missed features at Edgewood Natural 
Preserve.

The Ed Center has sat vacant for several months, and 
while we were away, mice and other small critters made 
themselves at home. Nature loves a chance to reclaim 
empty spaces! As the Friends returned, we began evicting 
the invaders and developing plans for re-opening to the 
public. 

Board member Laurie Alexander has deep roots with the 
Education Center; in 2010 she took the lead designing 
FoE’s use of the Ed Center and organizing training for 
volunteer hosts in preparation for opening the center in 
2011. Since then, Laurie has done an amazing job 
managing the Ed Center and our volunteer hosts. 

Education Center to Begin Anew in the New Year
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Nancy Enzminger (left) and Laurie Alexander. 
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2021 Best Friend – 
Perry McCarty
Announced at the Friends of 
Edgewood General Meeting 
in October, Perry McCarty 
is this year’s Best Friend. 
Perry is well deserving of 
this honor. He has been an 
enthusiastic, hard-working, and remarkably dependable 
force in service of a wide range of Friends of Edgewood 
volunteer activities before and throughout the disruption 
of the pandemic. Perry began volunteering with FoE  in 
2017 when he joined the Wildflower Docent program. He 
has since invested his time and talent in many other FoE 
programs including Checkerspotters, Bluebird Monitoring, 
Weed Warriors, Camera Trappers, and SOD (sudden 
oak death) Blitzers. Perry has also been a thoughtful 
contributor to the FoE board since being elected in 2019. 

Perhaps his most important contribution has been his full-
on engagement in Project 467, including:

• His invaluable collaborations as part of the Green Grass 
planning team.

• His amazing work piloting native seed collection and 
curation.

• The creation of Edgewood Farms and the seed 
amplification strategy.

• His participation in milkweed surveys, the social trails 
response team, and the wildfire fuel reduction team.

And, especially, his infectious, inquisitive pursuit of 
connecting the habitat-restoration dots.

We salute Perry as our Best Friend of Edgewood for 2021!

HELP WANTED: Bluebird Nest Box Monitors
Hungry to help? Interested in legally going off-trail at Edgewood? Want to get up-close and 
personal with baby bluebirds and tree swallows? Don’t mind scraping a little bird poop off 
the inside of a nest box? Then join Team Bluebird Monitors! We need regular and substitute 
monitors to check boxes weekly from mid-February through June. No experience needed. 
On-the-job training provided, subject to county parks guidelines for next spring. Monitoring 
nest boxes is intense work, but it is highly rewarding and fun! If you would like to help, 

please contact Frances Morse at info@FriendsofEdgewood.org. Photo by Whitney Mortimer

The meeting ended with the 2021 Best Friend award going 
to Perry McCarty.

You can watch a recording of the full presentations at 
https://youtu.be/YMjQ8UhUOCs.

General Meeting Recaps Year of Adapting to Pandemic Challenges

mailto:info@FriendsofEdgewood.org
https://youtu.be/YMjQ8UhUOCs
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2021 Nest Box Monitoring 

Wind, Drought May Have Affected Edgewood Bird Populations

http://www.cbrp.org/
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Serpentinite Rocks!
Story and photo by Barrie Moore
We have a new feature in the native garden. Thanks goes to 
Bill Korbholz for spotting an impressive serpentinite 
boulder sitting out of the way on a piece of CalTrans 
property. Bill convinced CalTrans to donate the boulder to 
FoE, and the Edgewood rangers kindly helped move it into 
pride of place just outside the Bill and Jean Lane 
Education Center. 

Bill says, “We have long hoped to have an example of 
serpentinite somewhere near the Ed Center. When I saw 
this amazing blue-green boulder, I knew it would be worth 
the effort to bring it to the native garden.” Visitors can now 
admire the beauty of California’s state rock and learn 
about what is probably the most important aspect of 
Edgewood’s geology—our serpentine soils.

Serpentine soils are derived from the weathering of the 
metamorphic rock serpentinite. Serpentine soils make up 
160 acres at Edgewood or about a third of the preserve. 
They are an important driver of Edgewood’s extraordinary 
biodiversity. This uncommon soil type supports unique 
grassland and chaparral communities. These soils tend to 
be thin and gravelly, and their chemical composition poses 
challenges for most plants. Over millennia, certain native 
plants, including some of Edgewood’s rare species have 
evolved to grow in these harsh conditions. 

Learn more about serpentine soils and see some of the 
Edgewood plants that grow in them on a new Field Guide 
page: foew.org/serpentine-grassland.

Thanks again to Bill and the Edgewood rangers for all their 
efforts. You, and serpentinite, rock!

Bob Young continued from page 5

http://www.friendsofedgewood.org/serpentine-grassland
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the second-year results of last season’s plots. From this 
year’s monitoring we will also learn more about the impact 
of the treatments on the perennials. 

When you visit the grasslands, you can compare this year’s 
outcome with last year’s “HMP followed by seeding” plots, 
which are marked with blue and yellow stakes. ❖

HMP + Seed Is Clear Winner
Story and photo by Perry McCarty
A second season of HMP treatment has already taken place 
in Edgewood. HMP, or hydromechanical pulverization, 
uses high-pressure water to pulverize recently-germinated 
plants. It’s easy to spot the five large HMP rectangles in the 
grasslands, adjacent to some of last year’s treatment plots. 
Last season’s rains were very late so conditions weren’t 
right for HMP until mid-January, but rain began so early 
this season that HMP occurred in mid-November. That’s 
because HMP is used to eliminate the non-native annual 
grasses and forbs shortly after they germinate, which is a 
few weeks after the first significant rain of the season.

Last year, our fertile (that is, non-serpentine) grassland 
restoration project had an experimental setup that 
tested five candidate treatments: 

1) HMP followed by seeding
2) HMP with no seeding
3) Close mow followed by seeding
4) Close mow with no seeding
5) Spring mow with a string-cutter (before the non-

native grass seeds mature)
The five treatments were applied at eight test sites in the 
grasslands. A control plot was also set up and monitored so 
the five treatments could be compared with 

6) No treatment at all.

All plots were monitored, and “HMP followed by seeding” 
was clearly the most effective treatment at reducing non-
native grasses and forbs while not eliminating native 
perennials. Plus, seeding suppressed return of non-native 
annuals. Last year, seeds from Edgewood Farms were 
tested in certain plots where we could easily spot how well 
they performed. They did well and will be included in this 
year’s “HMP followed by seeding” plots.

“Close mowing,” done with what looks like a machine for 
polishing floors but with a wire brush, turned out to be less 
effective at reducing grasses and forbs, harder on the 
operator, and more dangerous to operate.

Last year, “Spring mow” had not been performed yet when 
the plots were being monitored, so it was not included in 
the comparison of results. New “Spring mow” plots are not 
currently being staked as part of this year’s project, but this 
treatment might also be used selectively in the grasslands.

Based on last year’s results, the decision was made to 
perform 900 square meters of “HMP followed by seeding” 
at five sites, for a total of 4500 square meters of treatment. 
Monitoring surveys measure this year’s outcome as well as 

Saying Goodbye to a Good Friend
Dianne Grace Hunt 
(February 12, 1953 – August 23, 2021)

by Kathy Korbholz
Dianne first became involved with the 
Friends of Edgewood when she joined 
the Docent program in 1996. Within 
two years, she assumed responsibility 

for coordinating the whole Docent program and became 
the Docent Training Coordinator. She was given the Best 
Friend of Edgewood award in 1998. 

Dianne volunteered in many FoE activities over the years. 
One of  her most enduring contributions was the What’s 
Bloomin’ magnet board. She created small magnets with 
photos and names of plants and animals that could be seen 
in the park. The What’s Bloomin’ board is still a popular 
interpretive tool. Dianne also started leading weekly 
training hikes at Edgewood for docents. The “Bloomin’ 
Hikes” (now called Wildflower Surveys) have changed and 
evolved, but they still occur weekly.

Dianne moved to Rohnert Park in 2012, but she stayed 
in touch with her Bay Area friends. Dianne’s energy, 
enthusiasm, thoughtfulness, and cheerful nature will be 
remembered and missed by her large circle of friends. 
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Switch to a Sustaining Membership
Easier for you. Better for Edgewood.
Friends! A sustaining membership lets you make a 
monthly donation via your credit card and have a huge 
impact on programs like Project 467, Junior Explorers, 
and more. Can you spare just $5 or more per month 
to support Friends of Edgewood and the park we love? 

Go to f  oew  .org/  donate  , and follow directions to 
become a sustaining member, or email us at  
mem@friendsofedgewood.org, and we will help you 
get set up. 

mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
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