
TERTELS Team Observes and Maps Rare Plant Populations
by James Higbie
Edgewood's extraordinary diversity of plants is well 
known, but much detailed knowledge about the preserve's 
populations of special plants has resided only in the heads 
of a small number of devoted friends and volunteers. 
Producing digital maps of Edgewood’s plants would 
allow us to combine scattered plant data into a centralized 
resource, monitor populations’ expansion or decline in a 
changing climate, make it easy to show Parks Department 
staff where to tread lightly, and support conservation 
efforts for targeted plants. 

Inspired by this vision to produce digital maps of 
Edgewood’s plants, a small group of Friends of Edgewood 
volunteers banded together in mid-2022 to form TERTELS 
(The Edgewood Rare/Threatened/Endangered and 
Locally Significant) plant team.

Despite its recent formation, the team has already engaged 
in several notable efforts. In May 2022, we saved a number 
of geophytes (plants with underground storage organs, 
such as bulbs) that were slated for destruction in the 
course of widening the Sylvan trail. We subsequently 
planted the rescued plants in Edgewood Farms. 

We identified a list of 88 plants deemed “locally 
significant” by virtue of their local rarity and/or 
interpretive value, which supplement the 12 species in the 
preserve officially designated by the California Native 
Plant Society (CNPS) as rare, threatened, or endangered. 

We have engaged in four multi-hour interviews with Paul 
Heiple and Ken Himes, recording in digital form a portion 
of their extraordinary encyclopedic knowledge of 
Edgewood plants—an invaluable springboard for 
subsequent mapping efforts. 

Shortly after the Solstice fire, the team produced maps of 
the large Dirca colony near the southern boundary of the 
preserve. This map of intact, burned, and bulldozed 
regions should be valuable as we watch the colony respond 
and (we hope!) recover from these shocks.
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President’s 
Message
by Peter Ingram
This year, Friends of 
Edgewood (FoE) is celebrating 
30 years of dedication to 
Edgewood Park and Natural 

Preserve. We want to celebrate in a way that captures the 
spirit of the Friends of Edgewood and our determination to 
protect Edgewood’s extraordinary biodiversity, and foster 
lasting connections with Edgewood and the larger natural 
world.

We are so proud of our 30-year legacy as an all-volunteer 
organization. We are looking toward the vision of 
Edgewood being a resilient place of extraordinary 
biodiversity that is appreciated and protected forever. 

Since our founding in 1993, Friends of Edgewood has made 
habitat restoration a priority, along with protecting and 
preserving the only natural preserve in the County’s park 
system:

• In April 1996, the California Secretary of State granted 
approval for FoE’s Articles of Incorporation. Included in 
the articles is this statement: “The specific purpose of this 
corporation is to work towards preserving Edgewood 
County Park and Natural Preserve in San Mateo County, 
California, and protecting its natural features, 
particularly rare, endangered, and/or threatened plant 
and animal species ….”

• In spring 1997, the FoE board adopted the first set of 
bylaws. The current edition of our bylaws says:

“The primary objectives and purposes of this corporation 
shall be:

(a) Protecting and celebrating Edgewood as a unique 
treasure by promoting exemplary stewardship, and by 
reaching out with informative public programs;

(b) Restoring and preserving Edgewood’s ecosystem 
as an exceptional habitat for native plants and animals 
….”

• In 2018 (our 25th anniversary), Project 467 was 
launched as the over-arching habitat management 
program, which includes the Green Grass initiative 
focused on restoring Edgewood’s non-native grasslands 
to their former floral beauty and species diversity.

Are you noticing a 30-year theme?

As part of this milestone year, the board has been talking 
about climate change, resilience, citizen science, and 
habitat restoration. Underpinning our anniversary – and 
honoring the dedication and hard work of the past 30 
years – are these strategic priorities:

• Improve our partnership with San Mateo County Parks. 
Edgewood now welcomes 150,000 visitors each year. As 
the Parks Department director has said, “Now more than 
ever, we need each other to be successful.”  We say, “Yes! 
And we can do even better together.”

• Build organizational resilience. With over 300 members 
and 150 volunteers, FoE must ensure that we can deliver 
another 30 years – or 60, or 90!

• Learn. FoE has been a learning organization from the 
beginning. As we encounter the effects of climate change 
on the preserve and see other groups working to increase 
diversity, equity, and inclusion, we have much more to 
discover and apply to our work.

• Network. Engaging more members of our community to 
learn about and enjoy Edgewood is vital for all of our 
priorities to be realized.

• Celebrate. 30 years! We want to grow support for 
Edgewood in 2023. If you have not yet become a 
member, we hope you will consider joining Friends of 
Edgewood. A donation in any amount says, “Yes, I want 
to help protect Edgewood, too!” Stay tuned for more 
information about upcoming anniversary events 
throughout the year. 
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Fat false Solomon’s seal flowers feature six 
fat stamens and a style that make a spiky, 
semi-spherical shape that reminds me of 
popcorn. There are typically dozens of 
flowers in a cluster.

Later in the year, the flowers turn to 
beautiful green and red berries, closely 
bunched in their panicle.

“May Flowers” from page 3

Fat false Solomon’s seal (M. racemosum)    
Photo © Bruce Homer-Smith  CC BY-NC 3.0
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Switch to a Sustaining Membership
Easier for you. Better for Edgewood.
Friends! A sustaining membership lets you make a 
monthly donation via your credit card and have a huge 
impact on programs like Project 467, Junior Explorers, 
and more. Can you spare just $5 or more per month 
to support Friends of Edgewood and the park we love? 

Go to f  oew  .org/  donate  , and follow directions to 
become a sustaining member, or email us at  
mem@friendsofedgewood.org, and we will help you 
get set up. 

http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
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