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FoE Gear For Sale!
Volunteer jackets for $10, all 
t-shirts on sale for $10, plus 
other gifts perfect for your 
holiday shopping list. Sale 
prices available for purchases 
at the Ed Center only. Open 
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 
p.m.; weekends, 9:30 a.m.–
4:00 p.m. 

Blowing in the Wind

Dandelion Pappus in Edgewood
by Bruce Homer-Smith
I love looking at the mandala-like structure of dandelions 
in seed. Each tiny fruit is attached to a beautiful pappus 
designed to carry it away on the wind when it’s mature.

In Edgewood, each of our 21 members of the dandelion 
tribe (aka chicory tribe) in the Sunflower family has a 
distinctive pappus organization. Here are two examples:

Fruit, narrow beak
and bristles (left); 
Elongated fruit, scales 
and bristles (right)

 

After pollination, the common dandelion fruits (brown) 
grow a very narrow neck (pale tan) called a beak. The beak 
is about twice as long as the fruit. At the tip of the beak 
grow dozens of stiff, hair-like bristles. The beak is part of 
the fruit. The bristle appendages are pappus.

Silverpuffs does it differently. After pollination, the fruit 
grows longer and tapers, but doesn’t have the extra-long 
beak. Five bristle-tipped scales grow from each fruit, 
creating a very different looking pappus.

continued on page 5

^ Silverpuffs. © Neil Kramer 
< Common Dandelion. Keir Morse
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Pappus from page 4

Fluffy Sphere  Tan-colored fruits grow narrow beaks 
often longer than the seed. Dozens of bristles attach 
to the tip of the beak, forming an effective parachute 
where lots of wind can get under the fluff.  Annual 
agoseris, salsify, bristly ox-tongue, California dandelion, 
and common dandelion have this form.

Dense Sphere  Many tan-colored fruits (generally over 
100 per flower head) grow no beak, but attach directly 
to bristles, creating a dense sphere filled with pappus. 
Common and prickly sow thistle have this form.

Brush Shape  A handful of tan-colored fruits (5-30 
per flower head) grow no beak but there is still room 
between each pappus. White hawkweed, hawksbeard, 
prickly lettuce, willow lettuce, rod wirelettuce, both cat’s 
ears and Crete weed have this form. 

Papery Starburst  Fruits elongate and append five 
paper-like scales. Each scale is tipped with a bristle. 
Silverpuffs has the biggest scales but grassland 
silverpuffs, Douglas’ microseris, and short scaled 
microseris also grow bristle-tipped scales as pappus.❖ 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.en_GB
http://plantid.net/Home.aspx
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-pappus/
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Switch to a Sustaining Membership
Easier for you. Better for Edgewood.
Friends! A sustaining membership lets you make a 
monthly donation via your credit card and have a huge 
impact on programs like Project 467, free nature hikes, 
and more. Can you spare just $5 or more per month to 
support Friends of Edgewood and the park we love? 

Go to f  oew  .org/  donate  , and follow directions to 
become a sustaining member, or email us at  
mem@friendsofedgewood.org, and we will help you 
get set up. 

Dec. 16, 9 a.m. Sights and Sounds of the Season

We will enjoy a quieter side of Edgewood as we head into 
winter, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t a lot to see – the 
last few nuts and berries, graceful seed heads, winter birds, 
signs of animals getting ready for the colder months, 
mosses, mushrooms – who knows what gifts we’ll find? 
Sign-ups are open now on Eventbrite.*

Jan. 20, 9 a.m. Mosses for Beginners

Winter rains wake up beautiful mosses! Learn about these 
tiny and fascinating plants on this free hike with FoE 
Docent Rebecca Reynolds. We will spend some time 
looking closely at 10-20 of the easily accessible examples 
and learning a few fascinating details about mosses in 
general. Sign-ups will open on Eventbrite* Dec. 20.

Feb. 10, 9 a.m. Better Birding with the Merlin App

Want to get better at identifying birds? The week before 
our hike, Ornithologist Gina Barton will offer a Zoom 
training on how to use Merlin to identify winter birds. On 
Saturday morning we’ll meet at Edgewood to practice what 
we learned. Sign-ups will open on Eventbrite* Jan. 20. 

*Mark your calendars. Space is limited for all free nature 
hikes. Sign up at www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-
edgewood-natural-preserve-3011937000.

Wildflower Survey volunteers, who watched the birds fly 
off to grab an insect and then return to their posts to bask 
in the sun. Sandy Bernhard included Carol’s photo in the 
weekly email report for FoE volunteers and members. 

The photo generated lots of excitement and discussion, 
including this comment from FoE member, Ronnie Eaton, 
who monitors bluebird nest box trails for the Sequoia 
Audubon Society in other parts of San Mateo County:

“Oh, that photo of the WEBL’s is beyond fantastic!!! 
For those of us who do nest box monitoring, it is so 
gratifying to see healthy birds occupying local wildland. 
Not only is it critical to maintain healthy habitat, but it’s 
also critical to provide cavities for nesting. Edgewood 
volunteers do all that and so much more!! Thank you 
from a FoE!!”

Thank you, Ronnie, and all our FoE monitors. May we all 
experience the beauty, serenity, and perseverance of our 
beautiful bluebirds, including the 43 new ones this 
season.❖ 

UPCOMING NATURE HIKES

Bluebirds from page 6

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-edgewood-natural-preserve-3011937000
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/friends-of-edgewood-natural-preserve-3011937000
mailto:mem@friendsofedgewood.org
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
http://friendsofedgewood.org/donate
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www.instagram.com/friendsofedgewood/

www.facebook.com/FOEdgewood/
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3 Old Stage Coach Road
Redwood City, CA 94062-3801
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