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Sterna albifrons sinensis Gmelin, 1789
" % : [Little tern]
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Sterna albifrons sinensis is the smallest tern in Japan. This subspecies is a summer visitor to the central
and southern parts of Honshu and to islands further south. It inhabits wetlands, and breeds in dry riverbeds,
sandy coasts and reclaimed lands. Its breeding success is, however, poor due to vegetation transition, preda-
tion on eggs and nestlings, and human disturbance particularly relating to recreational activities and develop-

ment/construction.
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