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Our major task today is to develop special theories applicable to limited
conceptual ranges - theories, for example, of deviant behavior, the unanticipated
consequences of purposive action, social perception, reference groups, social
control, the interdependence of social institutions - rather than to seek
immediately the total conceptual structure that is adequate to derive these and
other theories of the middle range [Merton, 1968, p. 51].
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