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KINGDOMS OF ISRAEL

The United Kingdom of Israel came into
being at the coronation of Saul, grew in size
and influence under David, and reached its
height during Solomon’s reign. Solomon
inherited a powerful kingdom from his father
David, covering the entire area inhabited by
the 12 tribes of Israel. Throughout Solomon’s
reign, his power and influence increased

as he also gained control over many of the
surrounding nations.

After the death of Solomon, the kingdom
of Israel divided. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam,
remained king of the southern kingdom

of Judah, with Jerusalem as its capital.
Jeroboam became the king of the northern
kingdom of Israel and rebuilt Shechem

as his capital. He also built new worship
centers in Bethel and Dan, influencing his
people to stay away from Jerusalem and its
annual religious festivals. The division of the
kingdom of Israel began a downward spiral
into idolatry and godless leadership for both
nations, eventually leading to the exile of
the northern kingdom to Assyria and the
southern kingdom to Babylon.
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