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THE ARABOGRAPHIC SCRIPT OF THE INGUSH. 
A LETTER FROM THE FRONT

Written monuments of Ingushetia, composed in Ingush 
language with the help of the alphabet, developed on the 
basis of the Arabic script, contain important historical and 
cultural information. At the same time the Arabographic 
VFULSW� RI� WKH� ,QJXVK� LV� DQ� DEVROXWHO\� XQH[SORUHG� WKHPH��
The usage of the Arabic script in communicating their na-
tive speech by the Ingush goes centuries back. The Ingush 
Arabographic alphabet was broadly used even by com-
mon ordinary people.

The letter joining in words traditional for the Arabic 
script was not observed strictly in the Ingush environment. 
Only a small portion of the literate, who acquired deeper 
education, had an opportunity to master the rules of the 
Arabic script. έujra schools (“room” in Arabic, “school” 
in Ingush) oftentimes lacked even in regular writing mate-
rials. έujra-PDGUDVDs alongside local mosques frequent-
ly used sharpened sticks by means of which they drew in 
the sand, pronouncing the sounds beforehand [1].

Table 1

ɴ  ɞ Ω ɞɡ ν ɤ ϙ

ɛ Ώ ɡ Ϋ ɬI ρ ɥ ϝ

ɬ Ε ɪ έ ɡ υ ɦ ϡ

ɫ Ι ɡ ί I ω ɧ ϥ

ɞɠ Ν ɫ α ɝI ύ ɜ ϭ

ɯɶ Ρ ɲ ε ɮ ϑ ɯI ϩ

ɯ Υ ɫ ι ɤɴ ϕ ɣ ϱ

7KHUH�ZHUH�RQO\����,QJXVK�VRXQGV�GHSLFWHG�LQ�ZULW���,QJXVK�VRXQGV�GHSLFWHG�LQ�ZULW� Ingush sounds depicted in writ-
ten language with the help of the Arabic script. Using this 
SDUWLFXODU�W\SH�RI�VFULSW�OHG�WR�FHUWDLQ�GLI¿FXOWLHV��VXFK�DV�
the lack of a special letter for the purpose of depicting an 
,QJXVK�VRXQG�³]K´��ZKLFK�GRHV�QRW�H[LVW�LQ�$UDELF�VSHHFK��
7KH\�� WKHUHIRUH��XVHG� WKH�VDPH�OHWWHU�³Ν´� LQ�RUGHU� WR� LQ�Ν´� LQ�RUGHU� WR� LQ�” in order to in-
dicate both “zh” and “dzh”. The communication of “s” 
and “z” was imperfect, too. Common people could write 
“Ι”, “ι”, “α” for the depiction of the Ingush “s” with no 
particular difference from depicting the Ingush “z” with 
“Ϋ”, “ί”, “υ”. Educated people usually chose “α” and “ί” 
correspondingly for the Ingush “s” and “z”.

Ingush sounds as presented with the help of Arabic 
script and created by Ingush µXODPƗ¶ in addition to the 
standard Arabic alphabet.

Table 2

ɱI ɱ ɰ ɰI ɩI ɩ ɤɯ ɤI ɝ
ն ̧ ̫ ֘ ׇ ֻ ב ן ף

In writing local µƗOLP scholars (¿J�� �) strictly ob-
served the rules of connection of Arabic letters in words. 
Their script sharply differed from the written language of 
the majority. The main part of the literate had only the 
VNLOOV�RI�UHDGLQJ�WKH�IXOO\�GLDFULWL]HG�WH[W�RI�WKH�4XU¶ƗQ�

Two writing styles were distinguished in the Ingush 
environment: shXUƯ (derived from the name of the city of 
Temir-KhƗQ�ShXUƗ��DQG�PLκUƯ (derived from the name of 
Egypt — MiڰU��� /RFDO�PDQXVFULSWV� RI� WKH�4XU¶ƗQ�ZHUH�
mostly copied in the shXUƯ writing style. These types of 
copies were used for the purpose of education in ηujra. 
The general body of the literate Ingush received elemen-
tary education with their help. The PLκUƯ style, without 
indicating diacritical marks, was used by those who re-
ceived a deeper specialized education (¿J���).

The shXUƯ style was used in writing letters to the Cau-
casus by the Ingush PXKƗMLUs, who abandoned their moth-
HUODQG�DQG�OHIW�IRU�7XUNH\��7KH�OHWWHUV�RI�WKH�H[LOHG�,QJXVK�
were written with the same writing style. It was also used 
in creating epitaphs on the tombstones and in communi-
FDWLQJ�VPDOO� ,QJXVK� WH[WV��QDPHV�DQG� IDPLO\�QDPHV�� ,Q-
gush language in Arabic script was used in writing letters 
home from a foreign land also because such a letter practi-
cally could not be read by the censorship [2].

Numerous religious QD]PDVK�WH[WV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�ZLWK�
the help of this script, as well as translated works on mor-
SKRORJ\�DQG�V\QWD[�RI�$UDELF�ODQJXDJH�

έujra schools, of course, did not have classes and 
educational programs similar to the ones we have now. 
Knowledge transfer was implemented by means of study-
ing of the certain set of books. It needs to be noted, how-
HYHU�� WKDW� WKLV� V\VWHP�PDGH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR�
the spread of literacy among the Ingush (¿J���).

Arabic script was also used in the letters of the In-
gush, who were going home from the battlefronts of the 
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*UHDW�3DWULRWLF�:DU��7KH�DXWKRU�RI�WKLV�WH[W�KDV�RQH�RI�VXFK�
OHWWHUV��ZULWWHQ�LQ������LQ�2GHVVD�E\�,QJXVK�,XVXS�,EUDJL-
movich Kodzoev (¿J���). It is given below in Ingush and 

English languages with transliteration into modern Ingush 
scrip, which was done by the nephew of the war veteran, 
a famous Ingush historian N. D. Kodzoev (¿JV���²�).

Te x t

��ɪɚ�ɨɚɝIɭɜ
(1) Ɉɞɟɫɫɟ�ɜɚ�ɫɨ�
(2) ɜɚɣɧɚɶɯɟɢ�ɧɨɯɱɢɢ
(3) ɫɚɝ�ɜɚɰ�ɫɨɰɚ�
��� Ɇɚɫɫɚɧɟɝɚ�ɫɚɥɚɦ�
����ɦɨɚɪɲɚɥ�ɞɚ�ɲɭɝɚ�
����ȼɚɣɰɢɝɚ�ɪɭɡɤɴɚ�ɞɢɫɚ
����ɞɚɥɟ�ɰIɚɜɨɚɝIɚɪɝɜɚ�ɫɨ�

��ɝIɚ�ɨɚɝIɭɜ
����Ȼɟɬɬɚ�ɛɨɥɶɧɢɰɟ�ɢɥɥɚɜ
����ɫɨ��ɱɨɜ�ɯɢɧɧɚ��ɏIɚɧɡ
�����ɞɢɤɚɝI�ɯɢɧɧɚɜ�ɫɨ�
�����ɋɚɝɨɬ�ɦɚ�ɞɟ��Ɋɭɡɤɴɚ
�����ɯɢɧɧɚɞ�ɭɤɯɚɡɚ�ɜi�ɜɟɡɚɲ�
�����ɋɚɝɨɬ�ɰɚ�ɞɚɪ�ɛɚɤɴɚɯɶɚ
�����ɞɚ��ɉɢɫɶɦɨ�ɦɚ�ɹɡɞɟ�
�����ɫɚ ɯɚɛɚɪ ɞɚɥɰɰɚ�

��ɝ,ɚ�ɨɚɝ,ɭɜ
�����Ɋɭɡɤɴɚɧɨ�ɜɨɚɥɚɜɚɶɜ
�����ɭɤɯɚɡɚ��Ʉɯɟɥ�ɹɥɟ�ɪɭɡɤɴɚ�
�����ɧɨ�ɰIɚ�ɚ�ɜɨɚɥɚɜɟɪɝɜɚ��ɜɭɫɫɟ�
�����Ⱦɢɣɰɚɱɚ�ɚ�ɯIɚɦɚ�ɯɭɪɝɞɚɰ�
�����ɎɭɧɧɚɝIɚ�ɯɭɥɟ�ɚ��Ⱦiɥɚ�ɞɚɶ�
�����ɱɚ�ɯIɚɦɚɧ�ɪɚɶɡɚ�ɜɨɥɚɲ
�����ɜɚ�ɫɨ��ɒɨ�ɚ�ɪɚɶɡɚ�ɯɢɥɚ�

��ɝ�ɚ�ɨɚɝIɭɜ
�����Ɏɪɨɧɬɟ�ɸɯɚɞɭɝ
�����ɬɯɨ��ɏɭɪɝɞɚɪ�Ⱦɚɥɥɚ�ɦɚɚɪɚ
�����ɯɚɰ��Ƚɭɱɚɯɶɚɪɚ�ɢɲɬɬɚ
�����ɞɚ�ɟɪ��ȼɚɣ�ɞɟɡɚɪɚ�
�����ɪɚɲɤɚ�ɚ�ɦɚɫɫɚɧɟɝɚ�ɚ
�����ɫɚɥɚɦ�ɦɨɚɪɲɚɥ�ɥɟ�
�����ɒɢɣɧɚ�ɰɚ�ɞɚɣɧɚɱɨ
�����ɛɚɤɴɞɟɪɝɞɨɚɰɚɲ�ɯIɚɦɚ�ɞɚ
�����ɭɤɯɚɡɚ�

Tr a n s l a t i o n

1st page
(1) I am in Odessa.
(2) Neither a Nakh nor a Chechen
(3) are beside me.
����7R�DOO�VDOƗP-
����PRDUVKDO�[3] I send.
(6) If fate decrees so
����,�ZLOO�FRPH�EDFN�KRPH�

2nd page
����)RU�D�PRQWK�,�ZDV�LQ�KRVSLWDO�
(9) wounded. Now
(10) I am feeling better.
(11) Don't worry. Fate
�����GHFUHHG�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�¿QG�P\VHOI�KHUH�
(13) It is better not to worry.
�����:ULWH�PH�QR�OHWWHUV�
�����XQWLO�\RX�UHFHLYH�D�PHVVDJH�IURP�PH�

3rd page
(16) By fate I was brought
�����KHUH��)DWH�ZLOO�DOVR�EULQJ
�����PH�EDFN�KRPH��LI�,�DP�FRPH�RXW�ZLWK�P\�OLIH�
(19) We should not be talking about such matters.
(20) Whatever happens, I am pleased
�����ZLWK�WKH�GHFUHH�RI�$OOƗK�
(22) And you will also be pleased.

�WK�SDJH
(23) We are being sent back
�����WR�WKH�IURQW��:KDW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�$OOƗK alone
�����NQRZV��7KLV�LV�DOO�,
(26) know. To our relatives,
�����DOO�RI�RXU�DFTXDLQWDQFHV
�����VHQG�P\�VDOƗP�PRDUVKDO.
(29) Who has not seen it,
(30) will not be able to believe what is happening
(31) here.

The Red Army private Iu. D. Kodzoev did not return from the Great Patriotic War.

N o t e s

1. ,QIRUPDQWV��.RG]RHY�'DXG�*DELVRYLFK��ERUQ�LQ�������/LYHV�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�.DQW\VKHYR��WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�,QJXVKHWLD��'XGDURY�
Murat-Hajji Magometovich, born in 1926. Lives in the same village.

���,QIRUPDQW��'XGDURY�6DOPDQ�6XOLHYLFK��ERUQ�LQ�������WKH�VDPH�YLOODJH�
3. Traditional Ingush Muslim greeting, consisting of Arabic word for “peace”: VDOƗP, and Ingush word for “peace”: PRDUVKDO.
���1��'��.RG]RHY�� ³,XVXS�.RG]RHY�²�XFKDVWQLN� RERURQ\�2GHVV\´� �³<XVXS�.RG]RHY�²� WKH�9HWHUDQ� RI� WKH�'HIHQVH� RI�2GHVVD´���

8FKČQ\H�]DSLVNL�JLPQD]LL�ʋ���J��1D]UDQ
 III��1D]UDQ���������SS����²���
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I l l u s t r a t i o n s

Fig. 1.  Umar-mol Ganiev-Archakov. Ingush scholar from the Galashki village. From the personal 
archives of the author.

Fig. 2.  Young scholars, graduated from ηujra��/HIW�WR�ULJKW��,VPDLO�ɋHFKR\HY��+XVD\Q�&KXPDNRY�<HY�ɋHFKR\HY��+XVD\Q�&KXPDNRY�<HY�echoyev, Husayn Chumakov-Yev-
loyev, Ahmad Ozdoyev. Photo from personal archive of the author.

Fig. 3.  In the center sits Ishak-mol Chapanov, one of the most respected scholars and Naqshbandiyya 
XVWƗdh of Ingushetia. He died in deportation and was buried in Kazakhstan, not far from Celino-
grad. From the personal archives of the author.

Fig. 4.  Yusuf Ibrahimovich Kodzoev. 1939. From the personal archives of the author.
Figs. 5—8.  7KH�WH[W�RI�WKH�OHWWHU�


