
KEY TERMS FOR NAVIGATING
EDUCATIONAL EVALUATIONS

PROVIDED LINKS ARE NOT ENDORSEMENTS OF SUPPORT OR SERVICES, BUT A STARTING POINT OF
YOUR RESEARCH AND SELF-ADVOCACY

1. YOU HAVE A CONCERN, SUSPECT A
DISABILITY OR IMPAIRMENT:

● ADVOCATE
● ASYNCHRONOUS
● ASSESSMENTS (FORMAL)
● CHILD FIND
● COMORBIDITIES
● CBM- CURRICULUM BASED

MEASUREMENTS
● DISABILITY-13 CATEGORIES OF

UNDER IDEA
● FAPE
● IDEA
● OHI-OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT
● NEURODIVERGENT
● PTI- PARENT TRAINING & INFO

CENTER like PACER.ORG
● PEDIATRICIAN’S ROLE
● PROCESS
● SCREENING
● SPECIAL ED ADVOCATE
● SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY
● REQUEST FOR A 504 PLAN &

EVALUATION
● REQUEST IEP COMPREHENSIVE

EDUCATIONAL EVALUATION

2. ACTIVE EVALUATION IN PROGRESS:

● COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATIONAL
EVALUATION

● DATA BASED DECISIONS
● EVALUATION TEAM/STUDENT

STUDY TEAM
● EVALUATION RIGHTS
● INFORMED CONSENT
● PARENT PARTICIPATION
● PWN-PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE

○ AMENDMENTS
● PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS
● SCOPE OR ELEMENTS OF A

FULL EVALUATION PROCESS
○ PSYCHOLOGICAL
○ ACADEMIC & FUNCTIONAL SKILLS
○ COGNITIVE
○ COMMUNICATION
○ HEALTH
○ SOCIAL EMOTIONAL

● EVALUATION PROCESS ELEMENTS
● TIME FRAME/EVALUATION

TIMELINE 30 days for MN

3. THE PLAN TO ADDRESS CONCERN

● ACCOMMODATIONS & EXAMPLES
● EVALUATION SUMMARY REPORT
● DUE PROCESS
● INDEPENDENT EVALUATION
● LEAST RESTRICTIVE

ENVIRONMENT
● IEP MEETINGS
● PRESENT LEVELS- BASELINE
● MODIFICATIONS

RESOURCES: GLOSSARY OF KEY
TERMS, ACRONYMS, & FAQS:

YOUR ADVOCACY FACT SHEET FROM
MINNESOTA DISABILITY LAW CENTER

IRIS CENTER'S EXTENSIVE GLOSSARY

ARC MN SPECIAL ED. ACRONYMS

https://childmind.org/article/being-an-effective-advocate-for-your-child/
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-parents/social-emotional-issues/asynchronous-development
https://www.naset.org/publications/assessment-in-special-education-series#:~:text=An%20assessment%20in%20special%20education,eligible%20for%20special%20education%20services.
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/child-find-what-it-is-and-how-it-works
https://ldaamerica.org/info/what-you-should-know-about-related-disorders-of-learning-disability/
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-curriculum-based-measurement-and-what-does-it-mean-my-child#:~:text=Curriculum%2DBased%20Measurement%20(CBM)%20is%20a%20method%20teachers%20use,progress%20their%20children%20are%20making.
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/what-curriculum-based-measurement-and-what-does-it-mean-my-child#:~:text=Curriculum%2DBased%20Measurement%20(CBM)%20is%20a%20method%20teachers%20use,progress%20their%20children%20are%20making.
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/conditions-covered-under-idea
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/at-a-glance-free-and-appropriate-public-education
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/about-idea/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/ohi/
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/neurodiversity-neurodivergence-guide-for-families
https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/909#:~:text=What%20is%20this%20program%3F,with%20Disabilities%20Education%20Act%20(IDEA)
https://www.benefits.gov/benefit/909#:~:text=What%20is%20this%20program%3F,with%20Disabilities%20Education%20Act%20(IDEA)
https://www.pacer.org/parent/top10-parent-concerns.asp
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-the-pediatrician/Pages/My-child-is-receiving-special-education-in-school.aspx
https://www.pacer.org/parent/understanding-the-spec-ed-process.asp
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/school-based-screening-disabilities
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/how-to-find-a-special-education-advocate
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/sped/cat/sld/#:~:text=SLD%20is%20a%20disorder%20in,spell%2C%20or%20do%20mathematical%20calculations.
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c280.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c280.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c280.pdf
https://www.pacer.org/parent/php/PHP-c280.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/rti-math/cresource/q1/p07/#content
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/whos-on-the-evaluation-team-at-your-childs-school
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/whos-on-the-evaluation-team-at-your-childs-school
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/evaluation-rights-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/informed-consent-what-it-is-and-how-it-works
https://www.verywellfamily.com/parental-importance-special-education-2162701
https://arcminnesota.org/resource/arc-guide-to-prior-written-notice/#:~:text=In%20general%2C%20the%20PWN%20is,summary%20of%20information%20and%20decisions.
https://www.askresource.org/resources/prior-written-notice
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/10-key-procedural-safeguards-in-idea?_sp=b0700b34-6985-4c69-acd5-5f3b645ad75c.1663896247368
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/different-terms-you-may-hear-for-evaluations
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/different-terms-you-may-hear-for-evaluations
http://www.naspcenter.org/principals/nassp_evaluation.html
https://www.wrightslaw.com/howey/iep.functional.perf.htm#:~:text=Functional%20skills%20are%20skills%20an,skills%2C%20and%20daily%20living%20skills.
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas#2
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas#3
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas#5
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas#6
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/the-evaluation-process-what-to-expect
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/evaluation/#time
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/evaluation/#time
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/the-difference-between-accommodations-and-modifications
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/common-classroom-accommodations-and-modifications
https://www.pacer.org/parent/iep/receiving-the-evaluation.asp
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/due-process-rights-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/independent-educational-evaluations-iees-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/least-restrictive-environment-lre-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/least-restrictive-environment-lre-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/meetings/
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/setting-an-iep-baseline-plop-plaafp-and-plp
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/modifications-what-you-need-to-know
https://mn.gov/mnddc/resources/factsheets/Identifying_and_Evaluating.pdf
https://mn.gov/mnddc/resources/factsheets/Identifying_and_Evaluating.pdf
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/glossary/
https://arcminnesota.org/resource/the-arc-guide-to-acronyms-in-special-education/


● MONITORING
● REMEDIATION
● RTI/SRBI
● DENIAL
● IEP PLANNING MEETING
● TWICE EXCEPTIONAL

ARC MN TEST RESULT TERMINOLOGY

MORE ON NEURODIVERSITY
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https://www.illuminateed.com/blog/2021/02/what-is-progress-monitoring/#:~:text=Progress%20monitoring%20is%20used%20to,individual%20students%20and%20small%20groups.
https://www.edmentuminternational.com/blog/intervention-vs-remediation-whats-the-difference/
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/understanding-response-to-intervention
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/SRBI/SRBI---Scientific-Research-Based-Interventions
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/10-steps-to-take-if-your-child-is-denied-services
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/the-iep-meeting-an-overview
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-parents/twice-exceptional-students
https://arcminnesota.org/resource/arc-guide-to-special-education-evaluation-terms/
https://www.verywellhealth.com/neurodivergent-5216749

