MEET THE
NEED
AL STUDENTS

WH
WHO APEO ARE YO

AN

SU\'\SC\"G@\'\

pay 7: Writing strond ophions

orld, thousands: lions, of \other chemicdls oll over
4o profect ther® kin from the parmful ¢
o harmful fo hur™

sing naturd) s

One reason You anoutd moke the it o naturd! unsoreen 5 bee0s® e heatthier for Yo and
Jour bodY. Chemicdls in swsere™ uch as oxybenzon® aosorb i According to the
Eoyiroremertal Werkind roup, cherniodls © unscreen can &

hich can 6ause YOr body to not functior - orroally. People & e from sunscreen
‘when they use Pro¥® They con 098 ¢ gets on or 1@ ps. Naturd!
cunscreen: ol like zinc 0%9e " 1o block the sun'® ¥ does ot

Inave the same hart

screens A€ heafthier for ocean animals and cord reefs. According
o of sunscreen slime coral reefs annuolly” The surface of
the ocean affer & d swimming 1S couted with ol Oxybenzone
cther chernicds!  and affects ] o reproduce
ervicdls i the water and rely on g
of the beach: chernicals gefon the sand and wash into 1hy
Hawait actudly decided foban the <dle of chemicd! - soreens! Minerd™ Is it

hhave the same harrful offects on ocean animd's.

T\::“:ieptowde protd IS it best to
live in a large
CI+Y or a small

+OWn?

Tre next time Y04 <7
from the sun's T9Y®
filed with chericals?

hernicals onfo YU

 tant hormnes 1 YT body:

TOU TDv..WPITING TO>

ld by
s Uy video game,
o s. T
Y b
eam,

/e
€ won't have f,
work o do
i) We can talk 4
ime on the b, he
us.

o .
writ lp inion

hg?

TI:J/IS WRITNG UNIT IS
Concept-based

Desi
igned to grow all writers

Differentiated

- lexible

=g |
v Eas :d engaging for sfudents
y To use for teachersl




AN

st every day will have the same basic format. Students are much more

QUICK START

A7

WHAT'S INCLUDED

This unit contains everything you need to teach informational writing!

-

Unit at g Glance Calendar

Lesson Plans

L i
Mentor Text Passages

TAPLE OF CONTENTS

Click the name of the section fo jump to that part of the directions!

Getting Started

Student Success Path
What's Included

Quick Start Guide

A Typical Day of Writing
The Daily Lesson Plan

The Writing Notebook

The Masterpieces & Fast Finishers
Mentor Text Passages
Additional Mentor Text
Anchor Charts

Pre- and Post-Assessment.
Writing Grades
Conferencing

Publishing & Sharing

Adapting Lessons & Using Technology

Author Share Celebration
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low for a successful first week of writing instruction!

the Week One PDF. This
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MENTOR TEXT PASSAGE
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Writers grow by reading and hearing examples _
of great writing, opoayleet
Al of the necessary mentor texts for this

writing unit are included! You do NOT need fo buy

additional books! (I did include a list of suggested

books just in case you want fo add more mentor

texts fo the lessons)

There are severdl different ways that you can
use the mentor texts. Feel free to mix it up and

vary the routine if you wish. {

+ Print a copy of the mentor texts for yourself and read them fo the class in the
same manner that you would read a book read dloud

Project the mentor texts on your whiteboard. You can read it fo the students
while they follow dlong, or the class can chordl read

For proficlent readers, print a copy for each student and have them read it
independently. This can be done during the wrifing lesson. as bell work, or even
during reading cent

Print @ copy for each student or pair of students and have them buddy read the
passage with their partner.

Print the mentor fexts at 807 (change in your printer settings) and have students

glue the fexts in the resource section of the notebook so that they can look
back as a reference.

5 . _TAKENOTE! |

The mentor texts are meant fo be read dloud fo ilustrate the concept of
that particular lesson. They are not reading passages and are not meant to
be used as a close read activity. Avold asking comprehension questions,
and do not worry if your students cannot read these independentiyl If
you would like to spend more time with the menfor text, you can dlso use It
during a separate reading mini lesson.

Mol So Wmpy Teacher

[INT LESSON: With the exception
ssment days, writing wil
gin with @ mini lesson. During the
i lesson, students wil read
Enfor text passages or have the
Lssages read to them. The skil
r the day wil be Infroduced
ring the first half of the unit,
L idents will of fen be creating
chor ch
e skils being faught.

asse:

RK TIME: After the mini lesson, students wil b
sterpiece writing (working draft - see page 12)
T

ctive when they have clear procedures and routines!

DAILY WRITING WORKSHOP

Mini Lesson: 10-I5 minutes

to help remember
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is highly encouraged due to their
If a composition nofebook cannot be
8. o spiral nofebock Is the next best thing,

Lbook will only be used for this eight-
. T highly suggest using a dif ferent
k For each unit. This will help students fo
organized and to differentiate between
Ls of writing that they will do throughout
. If necessary., you could dlso use two
ks with two writing genres in each.

ommend finding a place to keep their notebooks after the unit is complete. Once
complefed a couple units, you may want to use the nofebooks fo review the

fenre (personal narrative. informative, fiction, or opinion). or you may warnt to

brompts for these genres. The notebooks can be used fo review and practice
ut the year. It can dlso be a fast finisher activity all year!

book wil be divided info three equal sections using the provided dividers (you can
Inate this). I sfrongly encourage you fo print the dividers on cardstock! This wil
tnsure they last for the entire unit.

rces

ion wil be used for anchor charts and ofher resources that students complefe
ini lessons. This Is dlso a good place fo keep student godls and a word list.

terpiece

bection, students will be writing their two major masterplece stories. The first
ece story wil be highly guided through mini lessons. During the last three weeks,
b wil complete a second masterpiece story that is done more independently.

e stories

oction, students wil keep stories written when they finish the specific work task

ley can aiso write stories in this section when they finish work early during other
the school day. It helps to keep students organized if they are not writing

i stories right in the middie of their masterpiece that is still being revised.

Nol So Wrnpy Teacher

ANCHOR CHARTS

Anchor charts are part of many of the lessons in this unit. There are a
variety of ways fo use these resources.

WRITING A
STRONG OPINION

Weak Opinion

Strong Opion

WRITING A
STRONG OPINION
Weak Opinion | Strong Opinion

STRONG

Mok sre tht roadirs knom rocty

k
Opinion

.

Is used fo model the skil. In a lesson

1d a mentor text about a chid who wants
Then, you wil fil out the strong opinions
opinion stafements (or you can use the

meant fo be a brainstorming process to

pading comprehension activityl

Detaled teacher directions explaining each component of
the program will help you understand how fo use the unit and
quickly get started in your classrooml
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cdlendar, or choose one of the difernafive schedules.




RN

WRITERS
CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS

What if my pencil breaks or What if I have to use the
my pen sfops working? restroom? TWO WEEKS OF LESSON PLANS TO SET YOU
ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
What if I can't think of What if I finish my writing task What wil writing workshop look and sound lke? what wil writing look & sound ke anchor chart
anything to write about? and I still have more time? what will writing look & sound like student printable
o LESSON 9: BUILDING STAMINA“™ 3y
thougl ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
lessor How do I practice writing for long periods of time? writing prompt anchor chart
spend tracking stamina anchor chart
What if I need help spelinga | [ What if I have problems with /Efjm o
word in my story? technology not working? hore MINI LESSON
i “The last few days we have been buiding up our stamina in wrifing workshop and
% eir fracking our progress. Each day. we've set our goal and fracked how many minufes we
spen were able fo wrife uninferrupled. Take a look at our fracker. How do you think we've
T done so far? Do you think we could write even longer foday? How many minufes do
Not So Wimpy Teacher S;u:é you think we can write? Let's ao ifl"

EE—— e e G Have the class help you decide on an appropriate goal for their wrifing time.
YO;erC “Joday. I'm going fo give you another wrifing prompt fo wrife about”
notebq

N % y
\ \ Wik Display or project the writing prompt on the board
e c C O O O OP DO C cll O
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Improve The Medls at School
Day [7: Word Choice

Yesterday during lunch at school, I sat down fo a lackluster tray of soggy chicken nuggets, salty canned green

beans, a sticky-sweet fruit cocktail, and a stale roll. I could only stomach a few bites, and then I trudged through
the rest of my afternoon tired, hungry, and lacking energy. Day after day, I see students just like me throwing away

tray ofter tray of flavorless food. That's why it's time fo improve the food in our school cafeteria.

One reason to improve our cafeteria food is that more than half of American students eat cafeteria meals rather
than packing a lunch from home. For some children who don't always have consistent access fo food at home, the

meals they eat at school are especially important. If a child eats breakfast and lunch at school every day for a full
school year, that's around 360 meals eaten at school. With so many meals eaten at school, it’s important to provide

a variety of delicious and balanced foods.

Children get tired of eating the same thing over and over. One problem with the current school menu is that there is
very little variety. I love a well-seasoned, crispy chicken nugget, but just this month alone, our school served chicken
nuggets, chicken patties, chicken fingers, and chicken sandwiches! These are all the same thing, just in a different
shapel I also love apples, but we are served apples three times a week. How about strawberries, pineapple, peaches,
or watermelon every once in a while? If we had more variety in our school meals, we would not only eat more food,

but we would get a more balanced diet with lots of different nutrients.

Another reason we should improve the food in the school cafeteria is that it would decrease food waste. According
to feedingamerica.org, Americans waste I19 billion pounds of food every year. Yesterday I watched child after child
throw nearly full trays of food info the trash can. This is terribly wasteful. If the food tasted better, children
would be eating the food instead of throwing it away. This would not only have a positive impact on children’s

growing bodies, but also on our planet.

Kids who eat balanced meals are also more prepared to learn. According to the CDC (Center for Disease Control),
there is a connection between things like eating breakfast and vegetables every day and earning good grades in
school. Good nutrition also impacts memory, attendance, and test scores. Teachers would be happier if kids came
back from lunch more energized to learn, but this can't happen if children are throwing away food instead of eating

it Improving the food in the cafeteria would make children more likely fo eat it.

You might say that it would be foo expensive to serve better food at school. According to CBS News, the average
cost of a school lunch in the US. is $2.73. However, Japan is known for its great school lunch program that serves

only fresh foods (nothing frozen or processed) and includes a balance of meat, fish, vegetables, and carbohydrates

No need fo buy books or spend time searching for mentor
texts| This bundle contains H original menfor texts fo help you
teach specific opinion essay wrifing skils.




WHO ARE YOU WRITING TO?
WHO ARE YOU TRYING TO CONVINCE?

OPINION

AUDIENCE:
ADULT

We need magazines in

our school library.

Frank’s Frozen Treats

is the best place to get

ice cream.

WHO ARE YOU WRITING TO?
WHO ARE YOU TRYING TO CONVINCE?

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 13 & 32

SO\
me The included teacher anchor charts or posters come in both

e 'b

OPINION

AUDIENCE:
ADULT

AUDIENCE:
FRIEND

Our school needs a

loter start time.

A later start time would help
your child be more alert in class
so they can receive better

grades.

Starting school later would give

us more time fo sleep in.

Children should be well-

rounded and not

specialize in one sport.

Specidlizing in one sport at an
early age increases your child’s
risk of injuries from overuse of

a specific muscle.

If you specidlize in one sport;
you will likely burnout and may
want o quit that sport
altogether.

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 12 & 31

blank and filled-in versions for print and display.
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delete something

when you need to is ‘
insert a word gh%o ‘L|red.

WHO WOULD DISAGREE WITH YOUR OPINION? WHY?
HOW CAN YOU ARGUE THAT THEY ARE WRONG?
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add a period
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Not So Wimpy Teacher

Not So Wimpy Teacher: Lesson 13 & 31

N

Students build their own writing nofebooks with handy
anchor charfs and graphic organizers fo reference
throughout the writing process. A digital option is included.




WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING
X 77 7% 77 1%

66

| can’} even begin to explain how much | love this
resourcel From task cards o mentor lexts, this has
everythingl Easy prep {for teachers, hils every
teaching point perfectly, high student engagement..

tnis is just perfecH ~ Lindsay H
”




Opinion Writing Task Cards

Read the card and write yes or no in the boxes below. Name:

2 3 4
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CONFERENCE OUTLINE

Writing conferences are as easy as |-2-3|

AVANNREAY

Follow these easy steps 1o hold successful writing conferences.

. Choose a Skill to Focus On
* Choose the revision skill you'd like fo work on with the group and make

this the focus of the conference.

2. Have Students Read a Small Portion from Their Masterpiece:

* Each student will read the part of their masterpiece that they feel OPINION ESSAY
demonstrates the focus of the conference that day.
* Give a compliment and possibly a suggestion to each student. CONFERENCING TOPICS
S0

3. Review and Revisel

* Review the anchor chart and/or student printable for the skill you are
focusing on, or highlight the skill in a mentor text.

* Encourage students to look at their own writing and think about how

they will incorporate the skill info their masterpiece. Students will then

WRITING CONFERENCE NOTES

Helpful Tips:

STUDENT NAME:

* If astudent reads their masterpiece and has truly mastered that

day’s revision skill, you can make a suggestion or send them back to Student Godls:
their desk to work on that day’s writing task. They do not need to
stay to review the skill if they have already mastered itl

Use the included conferencing notes page fo make a note of the

revisions each student plans fo make so that you can follow up with Goals and Plans for
Strengths
Improvement

SO
ngy Host successtul writing conferences using the included
each topic cards, sample ouflines, and fracking sheets.

 conferencing cards I have included to help guide your
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Two simple and student-friendly rubrics are included
for fargeted, meaningful feedback on assessments.
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0 DA LESSON 14: SUPPORT YOUR REASONS WITH EXAMPLES
M 0 ESSENTIAL QUESTION MATERIALS
v How can writers support their opinion? lesson M mentor text
\ ~ reasons & examples chart from lesson 8
\4
L . MN LESSON
ey \\ P Read the lesson H mentor fext fo students or have them read it with partners. Choose one of the
E.n~\(‘\r‘7r“\q o LOOKs LIKE: £ reason paragraphs fo reread.
very itte Disen. How To HELP. 8
P\g@& ~ugaets gaged o LP: . é‘ ) I love how the author doesn't just fell us the reason and move on. They included examples fo
W« ahope! 19 Refuses o write or doodleg Shiciolcs i make the reason even sfronger.”
watert on papey Te . -
e per . each daily mjn; lessons broke Complete the anchor chart together.
S B Complains about or ayorg info small pieces . '
; Oi
(.)U*m Aeathe writing o Give one short writing task My Opinion: Children need fo spend more time outside riding their bikes.
= h ask each ) )
o feef STAGE 2: day that is easy fo implement ~ Reasons _ Bxarge s ‘
O\ Yhrow : WILLING WRITER R\d\ngTo bke \g agr e:j:f You wil strengthen your lower-body muscles whie riding a bike.
NS wodl LOOKS LIKE: \:Tgi va>: ;&vx(:rcwse an
o How TO pri ~
o Does the b are minim 2: . ; Example #2 ‘
o QX Asks £ um v Sup jJood for | Riding a bike reduces the carbon emissions in the air.
W \<‘ sks for help ﬁ"eq_uenﬂy gro| .
» . %3 Exa 3
Teac 1 and Many cities have parks that include ramps specifically made for riding a bike.
(«,\“ﬁ gene A . iment. You can learn al kinds of tricks and jumps.
LOOKS LIKE:
Eiye 4 HOW To Hg(| [ Symbol Use Example
YS writing
Celeby h d need: WORK TIME
Sh . 4 when a word needs WWUKK TIVIE
- c;_"‘VS Signs of curiosity aboyt Giverdd fo be capitalized _QYS _E_WGV‘S Id examples fo their reasons on their student prinfable from lesson 8. Remind them
[N riting e — — - o use complete sentences or ideas on their prinfable. Students will then revise
Publish R include at least one example for each reason.
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