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Technical Topics

We have field representatives in many major U.S. cities and in Canada who can help answer questions involving  
APA trademarked products. For additional assistance in specifying engineered wood products, contact us:

APA Headquarters: 7011 So. 19th St. ■ Tacoma, Washington 98466 ■ (253) 565-6600 ■ Fax: (253) 565-7265 

APA Product Support HELP Desk: (253) 620-7400 ■ E-mail: help@apawood.org

Disclaimer: The information contained herein is based on APA – The Engineered Wood Association’s continuing 
programs of laboratory testing, product research, and comprehensive field experience. Neither APA nor its members 
make any warranty, expressed or implied, or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the use, application 
of, and/or reference to opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations included in this publication. Consult 
your local jurisdiction or design professional to assure compliance with code, construction, and performance 
requirements. Because APA has no control over quality of workmanship or the conditions under which engineered 
wood products are used, it cannot accept responsibility of product performance or designs as actually constructed.

Floor-Panel T&G Trim Guidelines for  
APA Rim Board®

A typical building practice is to lay down the first course of tongue-and-groove (T&G) panels with the tongue to the 

outer edge of the floor, over the Rim Board. To maintain the APA-recommended minimum fastener edge distance of 

3/8 inch, it is sometimes necessary to remove the tongue or the grooved edge.

For APA T&G panels that are 7/8 Performance Category or less it is not necessary to remove the tongue or the groove 

edge when installed on Rim Board that has a Performance Category of 1-1/8 or greater. Minimum panel bearing 

length and fastener edge-distance criteria can be met with either the tongue or the groove sides in place.

For APA T&G panels that are greater than 7/8 Performance Category, it is recommended that the tongue or the groove 

side of the panel be removed when installed on Rim Board with a Performance Category of 1-1/4 or less.

These recommendations are summarized in the table below. Some local jurisdictions may have specific requirements 

and these recommendations are not intended to supersede those requirements.
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Tongue or Groove Trim Guidelines

Panel Performance Categorya

Rim Board Performance Category

1 1-1/8 1-1/4

7/8 or less Trim Trim not required Trim not required

Greater than 7/8 Trim Trim Trim

a. The length of the T&G profile for panels one-inch thick and thicker is greater than that for thinner panels.


