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ABSTRACT

The literature on thecamoebians can be rather confusing, partly because it has been
published in many different languages, but mainly because these Rhizopoda have the
subject of study for a wide array of researchers with very different interests. Not only
has this resulted in fragmentation of the literature due to research results being
published in journals specializing in different fields, but inevitably has also resulted in
development of a chaotic teminology and nomenclature. For example there is even
confusion as to what to call the group, as terms such as "rhizopods", "testate amoebae"
and "arcellaceans” have all been used by various authors as synonyms of
"Thecamoebians". Even more confusing is the nomenclature of the described
thecamoebian species. Lack of access to the literature and limited interchange between
the various research groups, has generated many synonyms. Although only a first step
this fairly complete bibliography on thecamoebians has been compiled to assist
researchers become more aware of the available literature.
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INTRODUCTION

During the course of many years of research on thecamoebians we have built a
substantial collection of reprints and photocopies of recent and old articles. As a result
we have indirectly accumulated a large number of references (over 3000) which we
report in this bibliography. We hope that this information will be a useful reference for
researchers interested in working with fossil and sub-fossil thecamoebians. The World
Wide Web is a perfect vehicle to disseminate this type of information, and makes it
possible for constant updates and refinements to be made.



The literature on thecamoebians can be rather confusing, partly because it is in many
different languages but mainly because it is published in journals specialized in different
fields. Inevitably, this has resulted in a somewhat chaotic teminology and nomenclature,
so that terms such as "rhizopods", "testate amoebae" and "arcellaceans" have been
used by various authors as synonyms of "Thecamoebians". The term "Arcellacea", often
used as a synonym of Thecamoebians, is just a Superfamily of the Order Arcellinida,
while "Thecamoebians” (Loeblich and Tappan, 1964) is an informal name, indicative of
a polyphiletic [i.e.: coming from different Classes] "group” of convenience, including part
of the class Rhizopodea, Subclass Lobosia, Orders Arcellinida, as well as part of the
Class Reticularea, Subclass Filosia, Order Gromida [and probably part of the Suborder
Allogromiina]. Even more confusing is the nomenclature of the thecamoebian species.
Lack of access to the literature and poor communication between the various authors,
as well as an almost endemic tendency to oversplit, have generated an almost
unbelievable clutter of synonyms. We feel that the availability of a fairly complete
bibliography, accessible to all researchers, will help mitigate some of these problems.

In forming this bibliography we tried to be as informative as possible. Some of the
entries are incomplete and we were never able to find the actual article. We list them,
however, because they still represent a clue and are thus potentially useful. We hope
that by listing even the incomplete entries here for universal view on the WWW that we
will finally complete them all, with the help of the users of this bibliography. In some
cases we had a shortage of dependable information. In some casese we had a
shortage of dependable information. The organization of many old journals, for
example, can be very confusing. For example, the Learned Societies published the
transcripts of oral presentation under two dates: the date of presentation and the date of
publication of the journal. In addition, some authors were in the habit of presenting the
same paper at meetings of different societies. It was sometimes frustrating for us to find,
often after lengthy searches, that we had simply obtained a second copy of the same
paper. To avoid similar struggles for users of this bibliography, we indicate when this is
the case.

For some recent references, particularly European ones printed on local journals, we
often had pre-prints with pagination different from the final one or no pagination at all;
we could not do much about these. We apologize for the relatively few tentative or
vague references, and for the abundant mistakes that we probably inherited from other
authors’ bibliographies. We feel they are better leads than no reference at all. Whenever
we were aware of problems, however, we made it clear by inserting the symbol (?).

In a few cases, particularly amongst the very old references, our entries are "derived"
from other authors’ bibliographies and we have not seen the original published papers.
Knowing that some earlier authors were at times somewhat inaccurate in their
bibliographies, we do not rule out the possibility that some of our entries may lead
nowhere. We definitely know that some of these authors did occasionally reference non-
existent papers (whether the references were simply wrong or whether they were
quoting by memory articles that were never written, we do not know).



For a a very few other references we were not certain whether the cited paper actually
dealt with thecamoebians. Although the title and the general production of the authors
suggest that the paper should be included here, without catually seeing the article we
could not verify it. In such cases, we have supplied the reference anyway, in hopes that
someone with access to the journal will let us know.

Since we intend to keep working at improving this bibliography, we would appreciate
receiving corrections and clarifications and, if at all possible, reprints and/or photocopies
of recent and old articles. Errors or ommissions can be brought to our attention at the
email addresses listed with the Abstract.
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