waier is Life—"Protect Wiiter Now!

INDIGENOUS DECLARATION ON WATER
JULY 8, 2001, MUSQUEAM TERRITORY

AS Indigenons Peoples,

106 vaise our voices n solidarity to speak for the protection of waier.

The Creator placed us on this earth, each m our omwm sacred and traditional lands,
fo care for all of creation. We have always qoverned oursehves as Peoples
to ensure the protection and parity of water. We stand wnited fo follorw and implement
our knowledge, Inws and self=determmation fo preserve water, to preserve life,

Onr messaqe is clear: Profect Water Now!

As ndigenons Peoples,
10 vecoqmize, homor, and vespect water as 4 sacred and
powerful gift from the Creator,

Water, the first living spivit on this earth, gives life to all creation.
waier, porerful and pristime, is the ifehlood that sastaims hife for all peaples,
lamds amd creation. We know that by listewing to the songs of the wager,
wll creation il contimne to breath. Our knowledge, Inws and ways of Iife teach us to be
responsible at all times in cavimg for this sacred gift that comects sl hife,

In coromony amd as fime comes, the water sings. Her songs begin
m the timiest of vamdrops, transform to flowimg rivers, trmvel to majestic oceans
and thundering clonds and back to earth to begin again,

When water is threatened, sl Ivimg thimgs are threatened.



