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§ 2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels 

Whoever, on the high seas, or within the 
United States, willfully and corruptly conspires, 
combines, and confederates with any other per-
son, such other person being either within or 
without the United States, to cast away or oth-
erwise destroy any vessel, with intent to injure 
any person that may have underwritten or may 
thereafter underwrite any policy of insurance 
thereon or on goods on board thereof, or with in-
tent to injure any person that has lent or ad-
vanced, or may lend or advance, any money on 
such vessel on bottomry or respondentia; or 

Whoever, within the United States, builds, or 
fits out any vessel to be cast away or destroyed, 
with like intent—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 487 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 296, 35 Stat. 1146). 
Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in 

the alternative. 
Reference to a person who ‘‘aids in building or fitting 

out any vessel’’ was omitted as unnecessary in view of 

section 2 making all aiders guilty as principal. 
Changes in phraseology were made.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in last par. 

§ 2272. Destruction of vessel by owner 

Whoever, upon the high seas or on any other 
waters within the admiralty and maritime juris-
diction of the United States, willfully and cor-
ruptly casts away or otherwise destroys any ves-
sel of which he is owner, in whole or in part, 
with intent to injure any person that may un-
derwrite any policy of insurance thereon, or any 
merchant that may have goods thereon, or any 
other owner of such vessel, shall be imprisoned 
for life or for any term of years. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 491 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 300, 35 Stat. 1147). 

§ 2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner 

Whoever, not being an owner, upon the high 
seas or on any other waters within the admi-
ralty and maritime jurisdiction of the United 
States, willfully and corruptly casts away or 
otherwise destroys any vessel of the United 
States to which he belongs, or willfully at-
tempts the destruction thereof, shall be impris-
oned not more than ten years. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 804.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 492 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 301, 35 Stat. 1147). 
Words ‘‘with intent to destroy the same, sets fire to 

any such vessel, or otherwise’’ following ‘‘willfully’’ 

and preceding ‘‘attempts’’ were omitted as surplusage. 

§ 2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person 
in charge 

Whoever, being the owner, master or person in 
charge or command of any private vessel, for-
eign or domestic, or a member of the crew or 
other person, within the territorial waters of the 
United States, willfully causes or permits the 
destruction or injury of such vessel or know-
ingly permits said vessel to be used as a place of 
resort for any person conspiring with another or 
preparing to commit any offense against the 
United States, or any offense in violation of the 
treaties of the United States or of the obliga-
tions of the United States under the law of na-
tions, or to defraud the United States; or know-
ingly permits such vessels to be used in viola-
tion of the rights and obligations of the United 
States under the law of nations, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than ten 
years, or both. 

In case such vessels are so used, with the 
knowledge of the owner or master or other per-
son in charge or command thereof, the vessel, 
together with her tackle, apparel, furniture, and 
equipment, shall be subject to seizure and for-
feiture to the United States in the same manner 
as merchandise is forfeited for violation of the 
customs revenue laws. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 804; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on section 193 of title 50, U.S.C., 1940 ed., War 

and National Defense (June 15, 1917, ch. 30, title II, § 3, 

40 Stat. 220; Mar. 28, 1940, ch. 72, § 3(b), 54 Stat. 79). 

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in 

the alternative. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’ in first par. 

§ 2275. Firing or tampering with vessels 

Whoever sets fire to any vessel of foreign reg-
istry, or any vessel of American registry enti-
tled to engage in commerce with foreign na-
tions, or to any vessel of the United States, or 
to the cargo of the same, or tampers with the 
motive power of instrumentalities of navigation 
of such vessel, or places bombs or explosives in 
or upon such vessel, or does any other act to or 
upon such vessel while within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, or, if such vessel is of Amer-
ican registry, while she is on the high sea, with 
intent to injure or endanger the safety of the 
vessel or of her cargo, or of persons on board, 
whether the injury or danger is so intended to 
take place within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, or after the vessel shall have departed 
therefrom and whoever attempts to do so shall 
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than twenty years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 804; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 
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