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D ear Ed itor!

W ehavem ade all the changes thatyou required .The changes arem arked in green in
them anuscriptand a pointby pointare listed below .

1) Tn addition, thehandling A ssociate Editor feels that the first pointraissd by Ref 1l
H iskevan Duinen ("1.M ostofmy concems are related to this firstbig concam : there
isabig differencebatw emn the arthritis groups and the control group n theirm axin al
forces. Th flexion thepatient groups can only produceabout30% of them axin al force
of the control group, In extension 60% and 77 6% , regoectively RA andHOA ).
D uring isam elrdic contractions under nom al conditions, the surface EM G isusually
m oreor less Inearly correlatad w ith the am cunt of force that is produced . This relation
isnotas sraightforw ard during dynam ic contractions, but itw illle close to this. If
wekep this In m ind andwe lock at theam cuntofEM G @sa$% oftheEM G during
them axin al contractions) that isproduced n thedifferent tasksandwe try to
recalaulate theam ocunt of N force that has e produced if thisw ere closely related to
thekind of tasks that had e done during them axin al contractions, w e can see that
the control group, even though producingmuch owerEM G asa%$ ofM VCEM G,
produced higher forces. For exam ple for theuse of thepen, they produced albbout 30 N
flexion forceand about 7N extension force, while thepatdentgroup H O A ) producsd
aboutl1l8 N flexion forceand 8N extension force." ) hasnotyetlbem can pletely
addressed and w eask you to clearly explain in your pomn tly-point resoponsehow you
have properly changed yourm anuscript according to this concem .

W ehave trded to further clarify the answ eron page 10-11, this is green m arked .
2) Pleasekindly nclide hform ation that consentw as dotaned from ndividuals for

publication of the im ages.
W ehave obtained consent from patients forpublication of these im ages, and w e have

also added - Consentw asobtahed from mdividuals forpublication of the In ages
under the figure texton page 15, green m arked . Signed consents are attached from

participants show ed on figure 1.

Reviewer:Cheryl Metcalf
3) Figurel isstllunclear.A Ithough the activity is clear, thehand posture ram ains
occluded In m any cases.

W ehave taken new photos—-w hich w e hope provide better and clearerpositions. See
figure 1.

4) Figure?2 -Iwasnotable to seewhere thishad changed while veiw ing it through the
BM C onlneportal.



The figures 2 a-d are attached as single figures (a, 2b, 2¢, 2d) fora better overview .
W e also attached the figure again on a single page.

A Ilthe best

Sofia Brorsson



