
 

December 3, 2015 

Mr. Ed Davis 
President 
Ceilume (Empire West, Inc.) 
9270 Graton Road 
P.O. Box 511 
Graton, CA  95444 

RE: Analysis Concerning the Use of Drop-out Ceiling Tiles and NFPA 13 
Project No.: 1JJB00149.000 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

This letter constitutes our analysis concerning the use of Ceilume Drop-out ceiling panels with respect to 
the requirements for drop-out ceilings specified in NFPA 13 “Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler 
Systems” 2016 Edition. 

Empire West, Inc. manufacturers several types of ceiling panels that can be installed below ceiling 
sprinklers and are designed such that they will drop-out in the event of a fire and allow the ceiling 
sprinklers to activate in a timely manner. 

NFPA 13 defines a drop-out ceiling as: 

 

Additional requirements for drop-out ceilings are specified in Section 8.15.15 of NFPA 13 which states: 
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Section 8.15.15.1 of NFPA 13 allows drop-out ceilings to be installed below sprinklers if the drop-out 
ceiling materials are listed for that application. The other Sections of 8.15.15 address issues such as 
limits on use of drop-out ceiling when certain sprinklers are used and other issues with respect to 
installation. 

Ceilume (Empire West, Inc.) manufactures several types of drop-out ceiling tiles. The Ceilume tiles are 
“listed” for use as drop-out ceiling tiles by both Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. (ULI) and Factory Mutual 
Approvals. The attached Figure 1 provides a copy of the listing information from ULI and Figure 2 provide 
a copy of the approvals listing by Factory Mutual Approvals.  

These “listings” demonstrate that the Ceilume ceiling tiles meet the requirements of both organizations for 
use as drop-out ceiling tiles. Therefore, based on these listings, the Ceilume tiles meet both the definition 
of drop-out ceiling tiles and the requirements of Section 8.15.15.1 of NFPA 13.  

In summary, the Ceilume ceiling tiles listed by either ULI and/or FM Approvals meet the requirements of 
NFPA 13 for use as drop-out ceiling tiles installed below ceiling sprinklers. It should be noted that the 
limitations of use in Sections 8.15.15.2 through 8.15.15.5 of NFPA 13 as well as any limitations in the 
listings shall be followed. 

Sincerely, 

JENSEN HUGHES 

 

Jesse J. Beitel 

Senior Scientist/Principal 
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Figure 1. 
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Figure 2. 


