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The Inftuence of Brahmanism and Hinduism in the Early Ratanakosindara Periods
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Abstract

From the study we can find that Thailand was influenced by Brahmanism-Hinduism
frompre-historic Iron and later Sukhothai and Ayutthaya periods. With the establishment of a
new city the King Rama | had to contribute the art the culture and the royal ceremonies in
order to create for himself g¢od-Like status and to gain the faith and confidence of the
people. Therefore, he granted the Brahmins from southern Thailand and other places the
refuge and they became his official Royal Brahmins who served at the royal ceremonies,
reviving the traditions and the literature. This research is limited to the early era. lt narrated
the history of Brahmanism- Hinduism. Its contribution, and the roles of the Royal Brahman art
such as the sculpture and the painting, royal ceremonies and the literature and also analyzed

its influence in Thai cultures in many ways:-
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- The sculpture is of the casting gods for royal ceremonies and the modern sty[e
of Buddha image in this period, such as the posture of the Buddha who overpowered
Parameshvar. lt shows the cultural mixture and the sculptures concerned with Ramayana
in Buddhist places and the most importance is the analysis of the pair of Shiva Lingas at
Bod Brahm in Bangkok which it is not available in northern India. lt is the important document
told us the influence from Southern India

- The paintings are the Tamra- phab Thevarub (The Painting Book of God lmages) and
Ptanet Gods we can find that it was the southern Indian culture influenced from the Vijaya
Nagar Empire.

- The impact of Brahmanism in Thai literature as Thai Ramaklrati, Deva Pang,

Narayana Sippang, Tamra- phab Thevarup etc.
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