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About the Regulation Redesign project

Objectives

• Simplify and clarify land use regulations

• Modernize regulations and wording and 
improve the format

• Improve the consistency 

• Improve communication 

• Establish a robust and enduring land 
use framework



7

About the Regulation Redesign project

What is updated?
wording, structure and 
consistency with policy 
documents

Related updates and tools

• Administrative and general 
regulations sections  

• Standard district schedules

• Other COV by-laws and 
land use documents

• DBL check-lists

• Document Library

• Digital Zoning Map

What hasn’t been
updated?

• General schedules

• Comprehensive Districts, 
including CD-1’s



About the Regulation Redesign project
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By-law updates

Enhanced document navigation and accessibility

Clear rules with explanatory diagrams

Consolidated rules

Document Standards

Features of the updated by-law
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By-law updates

A. Sections 1 to 15: Administrative sections and general regulations

B. District schedules (includes CD-1 schedules)

C. General schedules

Organization of the by-law (no change)
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Administrative 
& General 
Regulations

Sections 1 to 15
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By-law updates

Key updates
Section 1 Intent

• Clarified the intent of the by-law and what is included in the by-law

Section 2 Definitions

• Added defined terms to clarify regulations 

Section 10 General Regulations

• Consolidated regulations that apply to many districts 
• Added index

Section 11 Use-Specific Regulations

• Organized by colour-coded land-use categories
• Added index
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By-law updates

Reorganized administrative and general regulation sections

Section 1 Intent Section 9 Zoning Districts

Section 2 Definitions Section 10 General Regulations

Section 3 Authorities Section 11 Use-Specific Regulations

Section 4 Development Permits Section 12 Enforcement
(previously Section 7)

Section 5 By-law Relaxations and Powers of Discretion Section 13 Penalties
(previously Section 8)

Section 6 Amendments to the By-law
(previously Section 13) 

Section 14 Repeal of Previous By-laws
(previously Section 15)

Section 7 General Prohibitions
(previously Section 6)

Section 15 Effective Date of By-law
(previously Section 16)

Section 8 Building Lines
(previously Section 14) * Deleted former Section 12 (old Parking By-law)
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New terms

Section 2
Definitions
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New defined terms 

Current term New defined term

Multiple dwelling  Apartment
 Townhouse
 Triplex

[Dwelling units in conjunction with ______]  Mixed-use residential building

[Residential unit associated with and 
forming an integral part of an Artist Studio]

 Residential unit associated with and 
forming an integral part of an Artist Studio

One-family dwelling
Two-family dwelling
Infill one-family dwelling
Infill two-family dwelling

 Single detached house
 Duplex
 Infill single detached house
 Infill duplex

terms from 
guidelines
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New defined terms 

Current term New defined term

Multiple dwelling  Apartment
 Townhouse
 Triplex

[Dwelling units in conjunction with ______]  Mixed-use residential building

[Residential unit associated with and 
forming an integral part of an Artist Studio]

 Residential unit associated with and 
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One-family dwelling
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New defined terms 

Current term New defined term

Multiple dwelling  Apartment
 Townhouse
 Triplex

[Dwelling units in conjunction with ______]  Mixed-use residential building

[Residential unit associated with and 
forming an integral part of an Artist Studio]

 Residential unit associated with and 
forming an integral part of an Artist Studio

One-family dwelling
Two-family dwelling
Infill one-family dwelling
Infill two-family dwelling

 Single detached house
 Duplex
 Infill single detached house
 Infill duplex

updated 
wording
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Section 2 new terms 

New defined terms in Section 2

Courtyard configuration

Rear building

Principal building

Building width

Partial storey

Ultimate property line

Impermeable materials

Permeable materials

Partial storey Courtyard configuration
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New format

All standard 
district schedules
* does not include 
comprehensive districts*
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New district schedule format

Current New format
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New district schedule format

Current by-law New format

1. Intent  1. Intent and overview

2. Outright uses
 2. All permitted uses

3. Conditional uses

4. Regulations
E.g. Height, density, setbacks, etc.

 3. Density & form regulations

 4. General regulations

5. Relaxations*  5. Relaxations*

* where applicable to a district schedule
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New district schedule format

Section 1
Intent and overview

Added overview table to list 
development options by minimum 
site area

Updated intent statement to 
include links to district specific 
guidelines and policies
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New district schedule format

Section 2 
Use Regulations

All permitted uses are located 
in one table 

Colour-coded and organized 
by land use groups

Hyperlinks to conditions of use
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District schedule format

Section 3
Density, form and placement

Rules organized by form of development 
or sub-area

Density and floor area regulations

Building form and placement regulations

• additional regulations located below 
the table under topic heading

• diagrams provided to illustrate 
regulations 
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District schedule format

Section 4: General regulations

Regulations that apply many or all 
forms of development, including:

• computation of floor area
• external design regulations

Section 5: Relaxations

Provided where applicable
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Updated by-law format

Draft by-law – April 2022 (Consultation version) 

https://shapeyourcity.ca/regredesign-by-law/news_feed/proposed-draft

If you would like to preview the updated by-law format 
prior to the November 14th effective date:

https://shapeyourcity.ca/regredesign-by-law/news_feed/proposed-draft
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Assistance and resources

Resources on Shape Your City
https://shapeyourcity.ca/regredesign-by-law
• Cross reference document

• Summary of regulatory amendments

• Narrated presentation

Contact us

• RegRedesign@vancouver.ca

Zoning webpage
https://vancouver.ca/zoning

• User guide
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Thank you.
On November 14th, 
the updated by-law will be available on:

https://vancouver.ca/zoning-library
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