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GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS

I'll give the good news first:

The Society has many valuable, no longer in

print, books on Armenian numismatics. We have

had them for too long a time with selling, be-

cause, we do not advertise. For those interested in

enlarging their references, THE SOCIETY HAS

DECIDED TO SELL THEM AT HALE PRICE,

WHICH WOULD BE LESS THAN THE

PRESENT PRINTING COSTS. For a list of the

books, see the attached list. While you are in the

buying mood, why not purchase one of the silver

Bedoukian medals at $40.00 each ($35 for mem-

bers). Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian (deceased on June

29, 2001) has been one of the greatest authorities

on Armenian numismatics.

Now the bad news;

The costs of operations of our Society FOR

PUBLICATION, AND POSTAGE STAMPS

EXCEEDS OUR INCOME FROM THE

MEMBERSHIP DUES AND SUBSCRIP-

TIONS. Our one man operation, secretary Yeghia

Nercessian donates all of his time (home office,

resources, etc., TREE OE CHARGE!). He is

totally dedicated to the dissemination of Arme-

nian numismatics. I believe that he has now

become one of the world's leading authority in

this field. We should be proud of having such a

person as the working head of our one only

Armenian Numismatic Society.

It saddens us to announce that reluctantly we

must raise the regular annual dues to $35.00 per

year, non-member subscription $50.00 per year.

Luther Eskijian,

President
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ANNOUNCEMENT

On August 9, 2001, an e-mail was received from Yerevan, where they informed us that

they have received the books we shipped early this year. During the inonths of May and

June 2001, Armenian Gospel Mission shipping containers earned 11 boxes of ArmNS

books (116 copies SP-9), auction catalogues, and numismatic journals donated by t e

Armenian Numismatic Society (valued $10,000). The State History Mu^um of

Armenia in Yerevan, undertook the responsibility of distributing these books to the

libraries ’of Armenia and Arts'akh. The auction catalogues are for their own use.

TdD IS

. .....,.... Armenian Coin Auctions and Val-

ues ofArmenian Coins, , ^, , ,( -
):

<;„ ..^.. . >,. ib,

„„ ,, bi 4,.^ 4„ "^. ,,, .. . ^/.„.„ ._, ,4,„ bJ £b,^, ,11,„.^^./ „., ^,.. * fj-bb,

,.' ^.,, ,.„.„ .,,„., ^bj„. ., -"4, ,„.^,,^,^^, ^,.
„ „,.„.. ,. ^ , ^
,.^,^^., ,,.,^,.. ^
/,.4.. - ,, .,-

^ .9,,., , . , ,. .,
,,,.. . bb.. , #" "'

£,, \ Jf“ ..
My only comment about the proposed book is to postpone this project until more of the

others are lold. I am not privy to the finances of the society but the idea of assuming y

additional debt does not seem prudent.
^ ^ Saryan

I would like to inform you that since June 4. 2001 the newest Armenian bank note

will be issued into the circulation - 50,000 Dram.

DONATIONS
(Period ending 30 September 2001)

Anonymous
$25

ndyufJicul,
$10

. <tcr\
S5

Bedoukian. Dr. P. and Mrs Books Keshishian, J
$25

Gewenian, W. numismatic auction OCnUUj L-'* r

$75
catalogues for Armenia
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A DATED COPPER COIN OF ARTAXIAS II:

EVIDENCE ON THE USE OF

THE POMPEYAN ERA IN ARTAXATA

PLATE 3 RUBEN VARDANYAN
State History Museum of Armenia,

National Academy of Sciences

Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography

Recently, M. Zardaryan published two copper coins discovered in the excavations of

ancient Artaxata in 1985, rightfully attributing them to Artaxias II (30-20 The coin

descriptions follow:

1 .

2 .

Obv.; King’s head to right, with a short beard. The tiara, only three peaks of

which are visible, is adorned with an eight-rayed large star and has only a

neck flap. The diadem and its ribbons behind the head are depicted with

two lines. Shallow border of dots.

Rev.: Cornucopia with tail to the left, adorned with ribbons. Legend to right

downward BASIAEQS; to left downward APTAHEPH; in outer right field

letters CA, in outer left field letters XP (probably X[B]).

Weight 3.84g., diam. 17.3 mm, die axis, 12 o’clock

State History Museum of Armenia, No. 19878/49, Fig. 1

Obv.: King’s head to right, with a short beard. Five-pointed tiara is adorned with

a star and has only a neck flap. Shallow border of dots.

Rev.: Bunch of grapes.

^

Weight 1.75g., diam. 12.1 mm, die axis, 12 o’clock

State History Museum of Armenia, No. 19878/54, Fig. 2

The name Artaxerx[es] is distinctly legible on the first coin. Taking into

consideration its fabric, style, and lettering, this is an Hellenistic coin and cannot be

dated later than the end of the first century B.C.

After Tigranes the Great there is no other king except Artaxias II (Artashes in

Armenian) who could have issued this coin. The name of the king is mentioned by the

ancient authors as Artaxias or Artaxes, however, not in the form of Artaxerxes.®

Hence, now we can say with certainty that Artaxias II minted coins of which two

examples are known tous.'** The first coin is noteworthy for two good reasons: first, the

* M. Zardaryan, “Unique Coins from the Excavations of Artaxata, Artaxias II, CoifiBge in Armenin:

Republican Scientific Session, November 21, Theses of Reports (Yerevan, 1998), pp. 5-7; also The First Coins

of Artashes II, and Historical-Numismatic Fragments from the Last Period of the Artaxiads,” Numismatic

Researches (Yerevan, 2000), pp. 6-11 (in Armenian).

^No inscription is visible on the second coin. If it were on the die of the reverse side, then it is off the edge

of this very small-sized flan. The coin is ascribed to Artaxias II, based on the iconographic and stylistic

characteristics of king’s portrait.

^ R. Vardanyan, “A Counterfeit Silver Coin of ‘Divine Artaxerxes’,” Patma-Banasirakan Handles (1999),

No. 1, pp. 321-326 (in Armenian).
* Before the discovery of this coin, some other copper coins, with different iconography had been attributed

to Artaxias II, but the king’s name is illegible: see P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XXVII (2001) 89



R. Vardanyan

date of etriMng is engraved on the coin; second, without doubt, it has the mark of value

as well In the right field, the letters CA can be interpreted only as the date qA=36,^ which

is read from right to left. It cannot be the 36th regnal year of king’s accession to the

throne since Artaxias II ruled over the country only 10-11 years; therefore, these field

letters’ indicate a date expressed according to an era. This evidence prompted us to

reflect once again on our thesis proposed some years ago concerning the dating of

municipal coins of the city of Artaxata.^ According to this thesis, the field letters and

0S on these coins, indicating the years of minting, are ascribed to an era which could

have started in 66 B.C., the year a peace treaty was signed between Pompey the Great of

Rome and Tigranes II the Great of Armenia. According to the terms of this peace treaty,

Tigranes preserved his power on the territory which he and Pompey agreed upon and he

wa^ proclaimed “the ally and friend of the Roman people.”^

and he"

date based on this era, one of the Artaxata municipal coins is dated A.D. 1/2 and the

second, A.D. 3/4.8 Using the Pompeyan principle of dating as reference, calcula ing

from 66 B.C., the number 36 on the copper coin of Artaxias II corresponds to 31/30.

Namely, this is the first year of the enthronement of Artaxias II, which in itse is

another strong evidence to attribute this newly discovered coin to the same king and

also confirms the use of the Pompeyan era of dating in the city of Artaxata.

In 66 B.C., according to the law of Manlius, the Roman Senate empowered Gnaeus

Pompey to declare war against Mithridates of Pontus. After winning the war again

s

Mithridates and hurling him beyond the borders of Pontus, Pompey entered Arme

and marched to Artaxata. Tigranes, who had broken his connection with his form

ally and father-in-law, willingly went to Pompey’s camp. Tigranes was recrowned by

Pompey as king of Armenia. According to the peace treaty concluded in Art^ata

TigrLes lost Phoenicia, Syria, and some other provinces. However, he presmved his

authority, the Roman commander recognized his title of ng o ngs, an

Lcame “the ally and the friend of the Roman people.”^ On the other hand, according to

Srrme treaty, the legitimate supreme power in the East passed from Tigranes to

(London, 1978), pp. 29, 70, No^ 136; A. Mousheghian, T.e VotS
XIV c.), (Yerevan, 1983), p. 57, No. 48 (m Armenian), ^Nercessian^^^^

discovered

(Los Angeles, 1995), p. 77, No. 139, etc.
• tt Ronde H Torossian, “line drachma inedite (?)

drachms surfaced which
frakcaise de Numismatique ,Vo\. 52 (1977),

Sf?nn’ 2T26^TNerce;s^r^' silUr£ H (30-20 B.C.),» Armenian ^-rn.smatic Stu^^

Angeles: 2000), pp. 133-137 pi. 33. reprinted from

(September 1998), No. 3, pp. 29-31; or Ataxias III L.
’ /£ticTsecond Series, Vol. 9 (1997), pp. 7-16

Artaxias III (A.D. 18-34) of Armema, American Journal of
g

’ 55.0. For my point of view con-

and its d^enian version in 1 note 3.

ceming these pieces, see R Vardanyan, A Coimterte
Admitting cA as a numeral, M. Zardaryan

5m. Zardaryan, “The First Coins of Artashes II..., pp. 9-10. Admtting
numerals of this coin

accepts the possibility of its represei^ing a ate.
®

as “technical monograms.” The numerals that

and the silver coins of Tigranes the Great, and con^
Kings” are very

are found only on drachms and tetra^achms of
jnts of view. See R. Vardanyan, “Le titre

WnKoirof Hellsnistic Period,- Poloio.Bonosirotnn

Handes (1987), No. 2, pp. 195-207 (in Russian with genian suinmary).

^. Manandian, Tigrane II et Rome (Lisbon, 19bo;, p.
.

• jn the paper above, see note

8 The possible historical interpretation of Artaxata municipal comage is given m tne paper

»R Vardauym. ‘La Tiiro de -rois des rois- dans lea reialions
"““'

Roma ArZL (Grand Satin, BibUathi^ue Apostoli,.. da Vaucan. 25 mars-16 hallet 1999), PP.

90
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Dated Copper Coin of Artaxias II

Pompey.i° From the autumn of 66 B.C. to the spring of 64 B.C. Pompey was engaged in a

useless pursuit of Mithridates Eupator, fighting against the Iherians, Caucasian

Albanians, and finally conquering Pontus. In the spring of 64 B.C., he moved to S 5Tia.

Pompey, considering Syria a country that formerly belonged to Tigranes the Great, did

not recognize the legitimacy of the rule of the Seleucid king Antiochus XIII, who was

rehabilitated to his rights by Lucullus.^ At that time, some communities in Syria and

Phoenicia began to use a new era of dating, which was reflected especially on the dated

coins minted by them. It is supposed that the new era could have been used in Armenia

beginning in the fall of 66 B.C., when Tigranes surrendered to the mercy of Pompey on

the approaches to Artaxata. Pompey legally captured Assyria at that time and the

principle of dating by the era of the Syrian kingdom was ended. Justin meant just this

when he wrote that “hence being ascended to the Syrian throne, he (Tigranes) has ruled

for 17 years quite peacefully,” (Just. XL, 1), namely, from 83 B.C. to 66 B.C.^^

However, it was not everywhere that the Pompeyan era was calculated from 66 B.C.

Sometimes the municipal community adopted a new era in honor of the autonomy or in

memory of some other privileges awarded to the city by Pompey. Sometimes the initial

point was acknowledged as 64 B.C., the year when Pompey arrived in Syria and

Antiochus XIII was dethroned. The date of minting on municipal coins reveals that the

use of different eras in the same city depended on the political situation. It is worth

digressing at this point to give some additional information on the Pompeyan era of

dating. Its existence and use in certain cities of Syria and Phoenicia has been

persuasively explained by numismatist H. Se3rrig.

The year 66 B.C. is accepted as the beginning of the Pompeyan era in Antioch where

the coins issued from 48/47 are dated according to this principle of dating. The use of

the same era, calculated from 66 B.C., is also seen on the coins of another large city in

S5Tia, Apamea, where the coins struck from 60/59 B.C. to 41/40 are dated according to the

Pompeyan era.^‘‘ There is proof concerning the use of the Pompeyan era of dating in

cities of Arethusa (Syria), and Phoenician cities of Tripolis,^® Dora,^^ and Demetrias,^®

where the initial point of dating was considered the year 64 or 63 B.C.

Seyrig, “Antiquites syriennes. Sur les 6res de quelques villes de Syrie,” Syria, Vol. XXVII (1970), pp.

11, 19.

Seyrig, op. cit., where he refers to J. Dobias, “Archiv Orientalny,” III (1931), p. 240.

^ And yet Appian mentions that in Syria Tigranes ruled 14 years, that is to say up to 69 B.C., App., Syr.,

70.

The Seleucid era was used in the municipal bronze coinage of Antioch up to 69 B.C. The year when
Lucullus began to rule, mxinicipal coin minting stopped and resumed again in 64 B.C. when Pompey arrived

in Antioch and allowed coin minting. After the battle of Pharsalus (Jcme 6, 48 B.C.), when Juhus Ceasar won a

victory over Pompey, the coins struck in Antioch, from 48/47 B.C. up to 19/18 B.C., are dated by Ceasariem era.

After 7/6 B.C., the coins are dated by the Actium era in honor of the victory that Augustus Octavian gained over

Marcus Antonius on September 2, 31 B.C. See Sejrrig, op. cit, pp. 15-20.

^“^The city of Apamea began to strike bronze coins starting in 76/75 B.C. dated according to the Seleucid

era (up to 68/67 B.C.). The privilege of coinage in that city might have received from Tigranes, who was ruling

Syria at that time. Antiochus XIII, who was recognized by Luctdlus, probably deprived Apamea of minting
rights, but the city gained its rights, again, in the seventh year of the Pompeyan era, and the first issues of the

new series are dated according to this principle of dating. During 38/37-15/14 B.C. the Apamean coins, again,

are dated by the Seleucid era. Apamea, unlike Antioch, did not use the Acticun era, but for a short time, from 41

B.C. to 39 B.C., it had been using the era which was estabhshed in honor of the autonomy awarded to the city by
M. Antonius, and the 4/3 B.C. coin bearing the portrait of Augustus is dated by the 28th year of his rule. See
Seyrig, op. cit, pp. 15-20.

An inscription discovered in the ancient site of Arethusa and a coin struck there in the time of

Diadumenian A.D. 217/218, allows us to reclassify the succession of the use of the following eras: Seleucid,

Pompeyan (ca. 63 B.C.), and once again Seleucid and then fmally Actian. See Seyrig, op. cit., pp. 20-21.

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XXVII (2001) 91



R. Vardanyan

rio+TTio- nrincinle is not confined only to the cities of

.« sa^a^a and Petraea (AraMa)

6ven up to third century A.D.

Accordingly, our suppositton o,

“11^1°?— ‘he year 66 B.C., as the beginning point of a

system of dating.

Why is it considered, however, ^at

do not have direct facts, but for t e pr
, discovered in the southeastern

from Artaxata, and until now,
where most of the coin finds of

and southwestern re^ons
„ ^rips are known. Hundreds of coins have been

Artaxiad kings, including the ronz
,

referring to Tigranes the Great, and

discovered in southern Turkey
southern Caucasus they occur more seldom,

dozens referring to other kings, -“e ”
In this context, the correlation o ac

Artaxata) allows us to reach the conclusion

probable use of the same era »“ ‘he corns of

that this coin was struck in Artaxata, and ac g y

adopted to Artaxata.2°

16 The city of Tripolis began using the Seleucid era m 105 . .1
^ ^ ^

from AnttocU IX, the cit, e.t.bUshed “ b'y M.=. it adopted the Syrian et. of th.s

?,„peyan era and in 36 B C bemg P^\t bat LTf S ': «“'h -‘““'i “ ‘"a

queen (beginnmg from 37/36 B.C.b ^ter me

Seleucid era. See Seyrig, op. cit. pp. 38-4d.

Seyrig, op. cit., p. 52, No. 2.
z?

•

Sear, Greek Imperial Coina a»d Their VoI»a. The Local Co.aape. of.He Roman Bmp,re

^^°“^^°o’n?o?the Artaxata municipal coins (R ^"o^thfo^er t?Lues°(K
date ZE=67 placed in the right field, f

^responds ^ the field
1 ^ ^ corresponds to the

corresponds to 12, that is. in both cases the
^ated according to two eras. This thought was

Hence, it is possible to deduce
marked in the left field might have been the

first advanced by R. Gobi,
M.-L. Chaumont; At the same time>Jonside^the

anv kins which later on were ascribed to Tisanes i y based on the Artaxata era (M.-L. Chaimont,

letteS ^’the right field as 154 B.C. or 153 B.C.,
®^^j^^nie ” Revue des Etudes Armeniennes^, VoL 18

“A propos d’une ere d’Artaxata, capita e

^ thesis see R. Vardanyan, “On the Dated Coin..., pp-

(1984), pp. 405-406; for a critical discussion of this thesis.

Coins are known dated with two different eras (see J^^^^y'^e^erf^^^ established in

mernJon: about triple dated weights one of winch
Severus. Could not the date I and

memory of awarding the city of Laodicea the titk o P
^ Artaxata was awarded the title o

m Ms^refer to some era that was established just from the
jf one of the coins is issued in

‘Ltropolis’ (capital city), supposed municipal «ra of Ar^axaU

AD 1/2 and the other two in A.D. 3/4, then tne Degi b
crowned. But the latter ruled for about lu

corresponds to 9/8 B.C., that is to say the year when Ti^^
barbarians,” and accordingly, the number 12

E Lbelon’s suggestion to ascribe the letters I and IB as me Armenian); Kh.

Months were marked by letters meaning numerals (from A

92
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A Dated Copper Coin of Artaxias II

Now let us discuss the two letters read in the outer left field. The letter in the left

field is clearly read X. For the letter in the right, only the upper portion is visible,

resembling P. But if we examine the coin carefully, it is possible to consider that in

reality it is a B, the lower portion of which is eradicated or not preserved. In any case we

can have two variants, XP orXB.^^ What do these two letters mean? It is clear that they

cannot indicate a date. If the first version is correct (XP), then it can be supposed to be

initials of a mint official. But if the letters are read as XB, the most probable assumption

is that those letters are the mark of a nominal value—two (B) chalci (X), as was

sometimes done on Seleucid^^ and Parthian^® coins.

The chalcus was the main monetary denomination of copper coins in Greek and

Hellenistic world, usually in correlation with silver obol by 8:1 ratio. Theoretically,

the chalcus must have weighed about 8.60 grams, though in reality, it did not adhere to a

definitely established constant weight, and in different places and different times, its

weight fluctuated from 1-2 to 8-9 grams. For example, during the Seleucid period the

chalcus struck in Nisibin weighed about 2.5 grams, and the coin struck in Seleucia on

Tigris weighed about 5 grams; correspondingly, a tetrachalcon weighed about 10 and 18

grams. In the vast copper coinage issued by Tigranes the Great, the weight fluctuations

are are very apparent, especially for Nike and Tyche types; in ordinary daily life the

value of a denomination of a copper coin was identified not so much by its size and

weight, but by its reverse iconography type.^® As for our two coins, the weight of the first

one (No. 1), is almost twice as heavy as the second one (No. 2); 3.85 grams and 1.75

grams This weight correlation, two different reverse types (cornucopia and bunch of

grapes) along with above mentioned X[B] mark on the heavier specimens of those coins

indicate that we are dealing with two different denominations; dichalcon and chalcus.

As much as the weight of copper coins was variable, the weight of coins of Artaxias II

was mostly reduced. There may have been two reasons for a newly crowned king to

issue such underweight coins, a ruined economy and or lack of raw metal necessary to

strike coins. The value was marked on the coin so that it would be clear to the population

that those small-sized and light-weight coins should be circulated as dichalcon. The

same thing could not have been engraved on a chalcus because of its extremely small

size.

Summarizing the comments made above, we may conclude that the dates of Artaxata

municipal coins and the newly found coin of Artaxias II offer evidence that the

Pompeyan era was used in Artaxata, beginning in 66 B.C.

Athens (struck from the end of the third century to the end of the first century B.C.). In both cases, however, it

was necessary to take the coinage under strong control, because the coins were struck very intensively, not

occasionally, from time to time, or even once a year, but nearly every month and in large quantities.

According to the facts at our disposal, this cannot be said about the issues of Artaxata.

^ The presence of letter S (or E) on the right side of XP, as mentioned by M. Zardaryan (“The First Corns

of Artashes II...,” p. 9) is not acceptable, but is still open to question.

^ See, e.g., Sylloge Numorum Graecorum Italiui Milano Civiche Raccolte Numismatiche 12/1 (Seleucides

- Chalcidice)
,
(Milan, 1992), p. 46, No. 156, on obverse, above the head of Antiochus IV — XB (two chalm), p. 152,

No. 97, on obverse, behind the head of the same king AX (one chalcus) (note that in both cases letters Xand B, A

and X are above each other). See also, E. Babelon, Traite des monnaies grecques et romaines, I partie, Theone

et doctrine, tome I (Paris 1901), pp. 462-465.
23 See, e.g., D.G. SeUwood, An Introduction..., p. 40, types 12.14, 12.15, 12.17, where on obverse there are

letters BX (above each other) behind the head of Mithndates I, meaning ‘two chalci.

2^ The ratio between obol and chalcus could have been higher, increasing till 1:12-16, see e.g., E. Babelon,

op. cit, p. 462; X. Fengler, G. Girow, V. Unger, Dictionary of the Numismatist (Moscow, 1993), p. 351.

2® R. Vardanyan, “Remarks on the Metrology and Chronology of Bronze Issues of Tigranes the Great,

Scientific Session in Memory of Alek Manukian, “Problems of Armenian History and Culture, Theses

Reports (Yerevan, 1997), pp. 8-10.
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R. Vardanyan

It can be speculated that the city of Artaxata had also its own municipal era of

dating, beginning from 9/8 B.C.

„ our thesis presented ab-e is— ^
raL'rcofnTbeCiigth“ ^ XB. with two chalci inscription, and lighter one chalcus

pieces.
, .

r v»r\QrH «5 and leavins siside the nu.inisiii3.tic and

histSL“fTr:iil n* c"we want to emphasize that the elder son of

Artavasdes II saved from captivity in 34 B.C., “was elected by warriors as a k g

n^tead of (Artavasdes)” 2® but he was forced to struggle against the Roman soldiers left

referring to the peace treaty signed between Pompey the Great and Tigranes the Gre .

-

[]

^ ^
BASIAEQS APTAEEPS, 3-84 -,-

' CA“36- /
,- 66 : ^,, „.

/

„., ..-. ,.
^ “' ^.

, , , £.5 VP<, ,., :

26 Dio, XLDC, 39,6.
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NUMISMATIC NOTE

THE MYTH OF TIGRANES THE YOUNGER COINS

plate 3 Y. T. NERCESSIAN

In a recent article, ^ the author published a new type of copper coin portraying a

“young looking” Tigranes on the obverse; on the reverse is Tyche of Damascus

standing left, resting her right hand on tiller of rudder and holding with left a

cornucopia. This coin provided the missing link to other coins where a “young looking”

Tigranes is featured but not assigned to any mint.

Based on numismatic data and obverse style, it was concluded that there was more

than one mint operating in or within the vicinity of Damascus. And copper coins with

comet star were issued either in a satellite or auxiliary mint of Damascus, under the

influence of Damascus mint masters.

A new copper coin was discovered in the author’s collection which sheds more light

on this subject.

1. Drachm. “King Tigranes” inscription, comet on tiara.

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r. as before, but a line upward from the five o’clock

ray of the eight-pointed star gives the appearance of a comet on the tiara.

The portrait of the king is much less refined than the ones seen on the

‘comet’ tetradrachm. Border of dots.

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated r. as before. Legend to r. downward BAZIAEQZ; to 1.

downward TIFPANOY. In r. field above the arm the letter Q. The whole

within laurel wreath.

Data: AR 21 mm, 3.39 g., 12h (CAA 49,^ ACV 39,^ SB IIU* EB 8555) Ex NK

2 . Nike. Four chalci.

Obv.: Same as No. 1. Border of dots.

Rev.: Nike advancing 1. with outstretched r. hand holding a wreath and 1. hand

extending downward. Legend similar to the preceding. Below Nike the

letters AHMO.
Data: ^ 20 mm, 6.55 g., 12h (similar to CAA 114, ACV 78) YN

^Y. T. Nercessian, “Tigranes the Great of Armenia and the Mint of Damascus,” Armenian Numismatic
Studies (Los Angeles, 2000), pp. 95-109, reprinted from Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XXII (March

1996), No. 1, pp. 3-13.

^Paul Z. Bedoukian, “Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia [CAA] (London, 1978), p. 55, No. 49, pi. 4.

5 Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Their Values [ACV] (Los Angeles, 1995), p. 60. No. 39, pi. 4.

S. Boutin, Collection N. K.: Monnaies des empires de Byzance, de Nicee — ... — Monaeis de TArmenie
Artaxiate et de TArmenie Cilicienne, (Wetteren, Belgium, 1983), p. 156, No. 1114.

5 E. Bourgey, Numismatique collection N. K. (Paris, 1992), p. 91, No. 855.
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Compare the obverses of coins 1 and 2. Both coins share the same obverse die and

they are the work of the same die-engraver. To convince some skeptics, the border of dots

of both coins were counted. Behind the tiara, both coins have 10 dots; in front of the tiara

and from the tip of the nose, both silver and copper coins have 12 points. Even to a

novice, without counting the dots, both portraits look identical. The first is a silver

drachm, once in the collection of Nadia Kapamadjian (whereabouts remains unknown)

and in better state of preservation; the second is a copper of four chalci with Nike reverse

and is worn more than the silver. These two coins prove that silver and copper coins

having a comet star were most likely struck in the same mint and their dies were

engraved in the same workshop by the same master die-engraver.

Tigranes the Great or Tigranes the Younger?

Tigranes the Great ruled a vast empire at the zenith of his power. In Armenia

proper, he was called “King of Kings Tigranes,” with the title that he won from the

Parthians on the battlefield. Tigranes the Great was 45 years old when he ascended the

throne of the Artaxiad dynasty of Armenia. He died at a ripe old age of 85. His coins

struck in Armenia proper show him much closer to his age. In Seleucia, where he was

“invited” to rule, he was “King Tigranes.” His coins struck in Seleucid mints (best

known among them were Antioch and Damascus) were executed according to their

established centuries-old tradition. Simply, Tigranes was deified and represented much

younger than his age.

Tigranes the Great had placed Sophene under the jurisdiction of Tigranes the

Younger. Also, Tigranes the Younger was married to the daughter of Phraates HI (70-57

B.C.), the king of Parthia. When Pompey humbled Tigranes the Great, he placed on him

a huge sum of war indemnity which came from the Treasury of Sophene,® according to

H. Manandian. Therefore, one could surmise that Sophene was one of the wealthiest

districts of Armenia. If Tigranes the Younger had the authority to strike coin, he would

have had ample opportunity to do so. It seems to be very unpractical for a traitor son to

journey from Armenia to Damascus or a Seleucid mint in the same area and be capable

of striking a series of coins. We have not discovered any kind of silver or copper coins

from Tigranes the Younger. History tells us that Tigranes the Younger conspired

against his father and helped Pompey. But in B.C. 66, Pompey imprisoned Tigranes the

Younger and his family, took them to Rome as war trophy to be part of his victory

celebration.'^

Coins catalogued above and in the author’s paper relating to the mint of Damascus®

make it evident that a series of copper coins assumed to belong to Tigranes the Younger

are none other than silver and copper coin variants of Tigranes the Great. These coins

definitely were struck in a distant mint in Seleucia, and most likely in a satellite mint

of Damascus, under the jurisdiction of Damascus mint masters, remaining faithful to

Greek tradition of portrait engraving, where Tigranes the Great was presented as a very

young king.

®H. Manandian, A Critical Survey of the History of the Armenian People, Vol. I, p. 236 (in Armenian);

and Collected Works, Vol. I (Erevan, 1977), p. 234 (in Armenian).

'^History of the Armenian People, Vol. I (Yerevan, 1971), pp. 598-599.

® See above, note 1, and below, note 10.
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Conclusion

The subject copper coin with Nike reverse (No. 2) shares the same obverse die with a

comet silver drachm (No. 1). This demonstrates that the obverses of comet silver drachm

and coppers coins with comet star were engraved by the same Seleucid master die-

engraver.

A recently surfaced copper coin discussed in noted paper® portrays Tigranes with

boyish features and on the reverse displays the Tyche of Damascus standing. This

specimen links all copper and silver coins of Tigranes with younger portrait and “King

Tigranes” legend to the “Satellite Mint of Damascus” under the jurisdiction of

Damascus mint masters. Without doubt, all coins with boyish portrait can be assigned

not to Tigranes the Younger but to Tigranes II the Great who ruled Damascus, definitely

from 72 to 69 B.C. as they are inscribed on his Damascene silver tetradrachms.i®

Based on various reasons, often numismatists have tried to assign coins to Tigranes

the Youger. For example Fr. Clement Sibilian was overjoyed when he acquired a copper

coin of a bearded Tigranes. In order to share his happiness, he wrote in a letter

addressed to Fr. Simon Antonian, Vienna, “It seems to me that it is the coin of Tigranes

the Younger. ”12 If one examines the portraits of the kings of the Artaxiad dynasty of

Armenia, he will discover that only Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.) had a heavy beard. Other

numismatists (Foss,i3 Tekini'*) also have tried to assign coins to Tigranes the Youger.

The reality is that we have not received any coin from Tigranes the Younger.

Based on numismatic data and the obverse style of coins it can be concluded that

coins struck according to the Seleucid tradition gave Tigranes the Great a much

youthful appearance, a portrait which has been confused with a Tigranes the Younger.

, <^^^

® See above, note 1.

i®Y. T. Nercessian, “Silver Coins of Tigranes II of Armenian,” Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series

I, Vol. XXVI (December 2000), Nos. 3-4, pp. 43-108, pis. 1-10.

11 For the picture of this coin see Y. T. Nercessian, ACV, pi. 12, No. 162. P. Z. Bedoukian, “A Classification

of the Coins of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia,” American Numismatic Society Museum Notes, Vol. XIV

(1968), pp. 41-66, pi. IX-Xl; also in Selected Numismatic Studies (Los Angeles, 1981), pp. 111-141, No. 32.

12 Fr. Gregory Manian, “The Sibilian Letters; Some Excerpts from the Letters of Fr. Clement Sibilian,

Addressed to Fr. Simon Antonian,” Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 19-28 (in

Armenian with some letters in English translation), 1872 October 13/25 Constantinople.

12 C. Foss, “The Coinage of Tigranes the Great,” Numismatic Chronicle
,
Vol. 146 (1986), pp. 20-66;

“Tigranes the Younger,” SAN, Vol. XVI (May 1986), No. 4, pp. 64-66; also in Journal ofArmenian Studies, Vol.

V (Winter/Spring 1990-91), pp. 73-78.

11 O. Tekin, “The Coins from U9tepe with a Problematic Emission of Tigranes the Younger,” Epigraphica

Anatolica, Vol. 20 (1992), pp. 43-54.
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE

32 NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Tigran II Mets ew Damaskosi dramahataranS - [Tigranes II the Great

of Armenia and the Mint of Damascus] - ,' . Haiguziun Amienological Review, Vol. XIX (1999), pp. 155-170, 2

pis. In Armenian with English summary.

An historical background of this period is given and the coins of Tigranes II the Great (95-56 B.C.) of

Armenia, ascribed to the mint of Damascus, are reviewed. Only the Damascene tetradrachms of Tigranes

are dated. His bronze coins struck in Damascus display Tyche seated and standing, and Nike walking.

Recently a new type of bronze coin surfaced with Damascus Tyche standing but the obverse portrays a

“young-looking” Tigranes. This coin provides a missing link to other coins where the obverses, similar to a

newly discovered bronze coin, feature a “young-looking” Tigranes wearing an Armenian tiara adorned with

a comet star; the reverses, Tyche, Nike, palm-branch, cypress tree, tripod, and horse. Author: -
: :

, < ,
,' . ,,, , :

33 NOYAN TAPAN. Hin 500 dramnots‘ner6 kegtsuats? [Old 500 Dram Banknotes Counter-

feited?] - 500 . Asbarez,^o\. 93 (6 April 2001), No. 11451, p.

4. In Armenian.

News have spread in Yerevan on the counterfeiting of old 500 dram banknotes. YTN

500 :
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SAFAVro COINAGE DIES DISCOVERED IN ARMENIA

[Summary]

Among numismatic monuments, the discovery of historical coinage dies is a rare

event, for a good reason; once the dies wore out they were destroyed for security reasons.

The circumstances of the discovery and subsequent acquisition of these eighteenth

century Safavid dies by the State History Museum of Armenia are quite curious. In 1998

in an ancient cemetery at Gulagarak village, in the District of Lori, Armenia, five dies

(two obverse/reverse and a lone obverse) were discovered hidden under a khachkar

(carved cross stone). The dies are of the ‘abbasi and muhammadi denominations from

the mints of Erivan, Tabriz, Huwayz.

Unfortunately, the Museum was able to acquire only three of the dies, including a

pair from the Erivan mint. The Erivan mint dies of Safavid Shah Husayn I (A.H. 1105-

1135) were meant for striking A.H. 1127 dated silver coins of the ‘abbasi denomination

with standard religious inscriptions. The lower die (obverse) is conical (height 43 mm,

diam. 26 mm) and would have been placed in a wooden fixture. The upper die (reverse)

is circular (height 20 mm, diam. 40 mm). Both dies are manufactured of steel. The third

is a lower die (obverse) and conical shaped (height 25 mm, diam. 25 mm). The third die

is a lower die (obverse) for striking muhammadi aand is conical shaped.

Armine Zohrabian

^ ., XVI-XVII .(,
1990 ), 118 .

^ ,£ (, 1938 ), 81 .
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VINTAGE ARMENIAN-AMERICAN PINS

PLATE 4 L. A. SARYAN, Ph.D.

Pins, sometimes termed pinbacks, lapel pins, buttons, or badges, are considered ex-

onumia and are collected by numismatists even though they do not serve a monetary

function. They have been popular in the United States and many other countries since

the late nineteenth century. The variety of themes and types of pins that have been is-

sued is apparently endless.^

One of the earliest and still a very popular method of pin manufacture uses printed

paper with a glossy finish or a thin covering of transparent plastic material called cel-

luloid (later acetate was used), which is then pressed over a metal button (often made of

iron or steel) and sealed by crimping the edge. This type, sometimes termed a celluloid

pinback, was patented around 1893 by the Whitehead and Hoag Company of Newark,

New Jersey,^ and first manufactured around 1896. Celluloids have a glossy appearance

and often are attractively printed in several colors. A detachable sharp pin (typically

made of iron or steel) is inserted into the rear of the button and retained in place by

spring tension. This enables pin to be attached securely to a shirt, jacket, or hat. In the

United States, buttons of this type were very popular between 1896 and 1920. Arormd 1920,

mass-produced pins, made especially for advertising and political campaigns, began to

be manufactured using a lithographic process. These were created by printing a design

in colored ink directly onto a thin sheet of circular tin metal that was then shaped into a

button. Pins were also made of fiberboard, plastic, metal, and other materials. Related to

these are more elegant pieces resembling items of jewelry, made of copper or precious

metal to which enamel is sometimes applied to add color. Some of these have a soldered

metal stud designed for insertion into the lapel buttonhole of a suit jacket, while others

have integral hinged latching pins or screw posts with locking nuts.

It is often possible to identify the manufacturer of earlier pins. Older celluloid pin-

backs frequently have a circular paper label inserted into the back, giving the name

and address of the manufacturer and sometimes displaying a small union bug. Oc-

casionally a stamp or union insignia is embossed directly onto the metal, or (more

rarely) information may be printed on the edge. This information can help to date the

pin, establish its authenticity, and identify the locality where the pin was made, dis-

tributed, and worn. This is useful since contemporary information about pin manufac-

ture is rarely available.

The number of pins of various types with Armenian themes that have been produced

over the years numbers in the thousands. Metallic pins (called “znachki” in Russian)

^ Ted Hake, The Button Book: An Illustrated Price Guide to 5000 Pinback Buttons Issued from 1896-1972

including Listings of Buttons Issued as Sets (New York: Dafran House Publishers Inc., 1972), pp. 4-7, provides

a list of various themes of 20th century pinbacks.

^ Hake, pp. 10-11.
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were extremely popular collectibles throughout the Soviet Union and it can be surmised

that well over one thousand different types and varieties reflecting Armenian com-

memorative themes were issued and distributed in Soviet Armenia as souvenirs.

Glossy pinbacks were manufactured for Armenian churches and community organi-

zations in the United States beginning as early as 1918 and continue to be made in large

numbers today. Others (such as some relief and political campaign pins) were issued

by non-Armenian agencies.

Many Armenians originating from villages and towns in Ottoman Turkey settled

in America in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In the aftermath of the

annihilation of the Armenian community in Turkey in 1915, thousands of new

immigrants fled to these shores. Relief drives for the victims of this genocide were

established by non-Armenian and Armenian charitable groups, and special fund

appeals were organized to aid the newly-established Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) and

the Armenian Soviet state (after 1920). Famous Armenians toured Armenian

settlements in the USA for patriotic purposes and to raise money for worthy projects.

Churches and community organizations were founded in the major and many smaller

communities in New England, the mid-Atlantic states, the Midwest, and California.

Political parties, each with a different vision of the Armenian future, were active in the

life of local communities and regularly sponsored public programs and events. All of

these groups distributed pins as souvenirs to promote their causes.

These pins document an interesting aspect of the life of the Armenian-American

community. A wide variety of subject themes can be discerned: relief efforts after the

1915 genocide, the Armenian flag, Armenian governments, religious pins (especially

those commemorating Easter which were distributed at churches on Easter Sunday), and

pins of charitable societies and political organizations including service awards, por-

traits of important persons, etc. The depiction of the Armenian flag on pins was quite

popular, just as contemporary American pinbacks depicted Old Glory.^ Altogether, about

50 different types and varieties of vintage Armenian pins have been identified, enough

to justify the compilation of this preliminary catalogue.

There is very little published literature available on Armenian theme pins of any

type. The catalogue below lists the oldest and rarest such pins believed to have been is-

sued in the USA, based on the holdings in three collections.^ The list was arbitrarily

terminated at the year 1956 (the second Dwight Eisenhower presidential campaign). The

term “vintage” as used here denotes any pin that is at least 50 years old. Most of the ex-

amples listed are celluloid pinbacks; others are lithographed, enameled, or designed to

be worn on a suit lapel. Pins in the form of orders, decorations, or medals, such as those

issued to individuals for meritorious military or civilian service, constitute a separate

category and are not included here. Obviously, this is a preliminary listing and many

^ Hake, p, 199.
* Although I have been saving Armenian pins for more than 35 years, most of the examples catalogued

here eluded me until quite recently. In early 2000, I acquired most of a small collection of pins offered by

Florida dealer Cindy Brantman, who indicated that these originated from an estate formed several decades

ago in Massachusetts (indicated M). Pins from the author’s collection are denoted LS. I am grateful to

collector-researcher Manuel Panossian (MP) for sharing information about several important pins m his

personal coUection, and to Vatsche Barsoumian (VB) who provided information on pins that he has obtamed

from internet auction sales.
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more varieties remain to be discovered and catalogued. A more comprehensive listing

is contemplated if cooperation is received from other collectors.

The classification adopted here is based upon the principle thematic content of a pin

and its probable chronology. Each pin is assigned to one of five thematic categories

(Relief, Church, Organizational, Flag, and Political), and within each category exam-

ples are listed according to their approximate date of issue. Where no date appears on

the pin, the assigned date represents the author’s opinion based on fabric, style, or the-

matic context. It will be perceived that this classification scheme is experimental and

somewhat arbitrary. For instance, pins illustrating flags are found in the relief and

organization categories as well as the flag category, and pins illustrating famous

Armenians may be assigned to whichever category seems most appropriate. Examples

illustrated on the accompanying plate are from the author’s collection.

A few notes for collectors should be added. Almost without exception, the pins listed

below are quite rare. Few seem to have been manufactured and fewer still have been

preserved to the present. Generally, no more than one to three examples of each type are

known to the author. These pins are relatively fragile; damage and deterioration over

the years is common. The metallic portion, often composed of iron, may over time ac-

quire rust spots that can bleed through the paper and leave a visible stain on the face of

the pin. Celluloid coverings are subject to cracking, crazing, or peeling. Lithographed

pins must be protected from scratches that can remove the paint from the design.

Careful preservation and storage of pins is necessary to protect them from fading,

scratches, corrosion, rust stains, and degradation of the plastic coating. Cardboard or

inert plastic 2x2 holders appear to provide adequate protection for these collectibles.

CATALOGUE

Armenian Relief Pins

Pins to promote relief fund-raising for Armenians left destitute in the aftermath of

the 1915 genocide in Turkey were issued by non-Armenian humanitarian organizations

and probably Armenian ones as well. In the USA, massive relief campaigns were or-

ganized and coordinated by the Near East Relief.^ Pins reflecting this effort are listed

below.

REL 1.* Armenian Relief (undated, possibly 1896 but probably 1915-1918). Red,

blue, and green on white field. Mother Armenia seated between two flags, the US Stars

and Stripes on the left, and a red, white, and green horizontally striped flag on the right.

Legend reads ARMENIAN RELIEF. Label in back indicates that “A. R. Lopez & Bro., 3

School St., Boston, Mass” manufactured the pin. 25 mm, 1.88 grams (LS-M); 1.86 grams,

2.09 grams (MP). [Red, green, and white were proposed as colors for the Armenian flag

in the late nineteenth century under the influence of Father Ghevont Alishan, a

Mekhitarist monk from Venice. The pin was probably distributed prior to August 1918,

when the red, blue, and orange tricolor was adopted as Armenia’s official flag. It is

considered possible that this example was issued as early as 1896.]

® James Barton, Story of Near East Relief (1915-1930): An Interpretation (New York: The MacMillan

CompEmy, 1930).
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REL 2.* Near East Relief (undated, ca. 1915-1919). Red, white, and blue. Star with

rays, legend AMERICAN COMMITTEE/SAVE A/LIFE/RELIEF IN NEAR EAST. Print-

ing on back indicates the pin was made by “THE HOLLIS PRESS INC., NEW YORK,

PATENTS APPLIED FOR.” 19 mm, 0.41 gram, flberboard with an integral pin (LS).

[This pin does not specifically mention Armenia, but was issued by Near East Relief,

headquartered in New York City, to encourage and promote the collection of relief funds

for Armenians and others left destitute in Ottoman Turkey during World War I.®]

REL 3.* Milwaukee County Starving Armenians (undated, ca. 1915-1920). Blue-

green and red-orange with white lettering. Legend reading FOR THE STARVING

ARMENIANS, JEWS AND POLES/I/HAVE-HAVE/YOU/7/MILWAUKEE COUNTY.

Illegible stamp on metal inside the back. 22 mm, 1.49 grams (LS).’'

REL 4.* Armenian War Relief (undated, ca. 1915-1920). Black legend on white

field. ARMENIANAYAR/RELIEF. 22 mm, 1.60 grams (LS-M).

REL 5. Mother Armenia (undated, ca. 1915-1920). Multicolor (red, blue, and yel-

low) depiction of a seated, dejected woman and child, blue legend ARMENIA in exer-

gue. Illegible signature under drawing. 32 mm, 3.30 grams (MP). [The date is

conjecture based on style. The artwork on this pin was created by Louis Raemaekers;

the same work is also reproduced on a postcard appealing for donations to the Armenian

Refugees (Lord Mayor’s) Fund in London, suggesting that this pin may have been

issued in England.]

REL 6.* Armenian Relief (undated, ca. 1915-1920). Blue legend lithographed on

white field; SAVE A LIFE/ARMENIAN RELIEF. Legend in back indicates that the pin

was “MADE BY. AMERICAN ART WORKS, COSHOCTON, OHIO.” 17.5 mm, 0.89

gram (LS). 0.94 gram (MP).

REL 7.* Armenian Week (undated, ca. 1915-1920). Yellow life preserver on or-

ange field, legend in black reading ARMENIAN WEEK/LIFE SAVING. Paper label in

back indicates that the pin was manufactured by “The IRWIN-HODSON COMPANY,

Portland, Oregon” which made “Celluloid Buttons, Novelties.” A union bug inscribed

I.P.E.U. encased in a diamond and rectangle also appears on the label. 25 mm, 2.05

grams (LS).

REL 8.* Armenian Relief Campaign Worker (undated, ca. 1915-1920). Red letter-

ing on ivory field, reading ARMENIAN/RELIEF/CAMPAIGNAVORKER. Metal-cov-

ered back style with latching pin. 44 mm, 7.04 grams (LS, obtained from a dealer in

North Carolina, 2/01).

REL 9.* Near East Relief (undated, ca. 1918-1922). White lettering on red, blue,

and orange field, reading HUNGER KNOWS/*N.E.R./NO ARMISTICE. Paper label in

back indicates that the pin was manufactured by “LUCKE BADGE & BUTTON CO.,

BALTIMORE, MD.,” a maker of “BADGES, BUTTONS & NOVELTIES.” A horseshoe,

a shamrock, and a union bug also appear on the label. 22 mm, 1.55 grams (LS, obtained

from a dealer in California, 4/01). [This interesting pin does not mention Armenia

® B^lrton, pp. 14, 431. This pin was probably issued prior to 1919, when the American Committee for Relief

in the Near East was officially renamed Near East Relief.

' L. A. Saryan, “Milwaukee County Armenian Relief Pin,” Milwaukee Numismatic News (Jan 2000), p.

5. I would like to t>iank n\unismatist Fred Borgmann for bringing this pin to my attention.
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specifically, but does utilize the three colors of the Armenian flag in correct order!

Reference to the Armistice indicates that the pin was issued after the conclusion of

hostilities in 1918.]

Armenian Church and Religious Pins

Included in this category are annual pins distributed at Easter, as well as pins

commemorating churches, religious organizations, and members of the clergy.

CHXJ 1. Khrimian Hayrig (undated, ca. 1920). Black on white, frontal portrait of

Khrimian with full beard (without headgear). No legend. Label in back indicates pin

was made by CAMMALL BADGE CO., 299 Washington St., Boston, Mass, and shows a

union bug with the number 32 beneath. 22 mm ,
ca. 1.5 grams (VB-M) [Khrimian

Hayrig, perhaps the most prominent and respected leader of the Armenian Church in the

late nineteenth century, was born in 1820 and died in 1907; it is considered possible that

this undated pin was issued to commemorate the centenary of his birth.]

CHU 2.* Armenian Church of Boston (1923). Gray on off white, church building

with tall pointed steeple, legend ARMENIAN NATIONAL/CHURCH/BOSTON/1923.

Label in back indicates pin was made by “LOPEZ Badge & Novelty Co., 3 SCHOOL

STREET, BOSTON, MASS.” and shows a union bug. 25 mm, 2.10 grams (LS-M). [Holy

Trinity Church, the first Armenian church in Boston, was located at 397-401 Shawmut

Avenue. It was purchased on December 21, 1921 at a cost of $27,000, and after necessary

renovations was consecrated by Archbishop Tirayr Ter-Hovhanesian on November 11,

1923. The church served the community 1961, when a new structure was erected in

Cambridge, Massachusetts.® This pin was probably distributed at the consecration in

1923.]

CHU 3.* Armenian Evangelical Union (undated, ca. 1920-1930). Dark blue on

ivory field, English legend reading Armenian Evangelical/Union of America. Metal-

covered back style with a latching pin. Oval-shaped pin, 36 mm x 27 mm, 3.61 grams

(LS-M). [The Armenian Evangelical Union was an assembly of Armenian protestant

congregations. The provenance and style of this pin suggests a date in the twenties.]

CHU 4.* Easter (1928). Cross and Armenian legend in black on white field.

Legend below reads./ >/1928. Label in back indicates that the pin

was made by “LOPEZ Badge & Novelty Co., 3 SCHOOL STREET, BOSTON, MASS.”

and shows a union bug. 25 mm, 2.25 grams (LS-M).

CHU 5.* Patriarch Yeghishe Jubilee (1929). Black on white portrait of the

Armenian Patriarch Yeghishe Tourian in ecclesiastical cowl, Armenian legend/ U. 1879-1929. 32 mm, 2.99

grams (LS-M). [This pin commemorates the 50th anniversary of the clerical ordination

of Yeghishe Tourian, the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem.]

CHU 6.* Easter (1930). Dark blue bust of Jesus Christ on white field, dark blue

Armenian legend. /1930/ . Label in back indicates that the pin

was made by “LOPEZ, 3 School St., Boston” and shows a union bug. 25 mm, 2.03 grams

(LS-M).

® Tenth Anniversary (1961-1971) Souvenir Book of the Consecration of the Holy Trinity Armenian

Apostolic Church of Greater Boston. No publication date, location, or pagination is provided; the booklet was

evidently printed in 1971 and distributed at the tenth anniversary banquet held on Sept. 26, 1971.
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CHU 7. Archbishop Ghevond Tourian (ca. 1934). Black and white portrait of the

archbishop wearing a black pointed cowl. Armenian legend: 1879, 1933. U, ,,, 24, 36 mm, 4.31 grams (-
M). [Archbishop Tourian was martyred at Holy Cross Church in New York on

December 24, 1933.]

CETU 8.* Easter (1935). Violet lily and legends on white field, Armenian legend. 71935/ . The back label indicates this pin was manufactured by

“Universal Badge Co., School St., Boston, Mass.” and shows the union bug. 22 mm, 1.50

grams (LS-M), 1.53 grams (MP).

CHU 9.* Easter (1936). Purple bust of Jesus Christ on white field, purple

Armenian legend. 71936/ . Pink label in back indicates that this

pin was made by “Universal Badge Co., 3 School St., Boston, Mass.” and shows the union

bug. 25 mm, 1.84 grams (LS-M).

CHU 10. Khoren I Catholicos of All Armenians (ca. 1938). Catholicos seated fac-

ing slightly right, wearing clerical attire and cowl with cross. Top portion of pontifical

staff visible. Armenian legend reading . /1932-
1938. Label in back reads “M. Pudlin Co., Inc. 286 5th AVE. N.Y.C.” and shows a

printer’s seal and the number 1. 31 mm (VB). [This pin marks the reign of His

Holiness Catholicos Khoren I Mouradbekian, who was apparently murdered by Soviet

secret police at Etchmiadzin in 1938.®]

CIHJ 11.* Easter (1941). Reddish brown bust of Jesus Christ on white field, reddish

brown Armenian legend . /1941/ . Pink label in back indicates

that “Pilgrim Badge and Specialty Co., 614 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Mass” made

this pin. The depiction of Jesus Christ on this pin differs slightly from 1936 design. 25

mm, 1.80 grams (LS-M).

CHU 12. Easter (1945). Blue bust of Jesus Christ on white field, blue Armenian le-

gend. /1945/ . Pin is latching style. No label but style of design

and legends resembles 1941 pin above. 25 mm, 1.83 grams (LS-M).

CHU 13. Easter (1948). Violet bust of Jesus Christ on white field, violet Armenian

legend. /1948/ . Design and legends resemble the 1941 pin above.

25 mm, 1.85 grams (MP).

CHU 14. Easter (1951). Purple bust of Jesus Christ on white field, purple Armenian

legend. /1951/ . Design and legends resemble the 1941 pin above.

25 mm, 2.05 grams (MP).

CHU 15. Easter (1953). Purple bust of Jesus Christ on white field, purple Armenian

legend. /1953/ . Design and legends resemble the 1941 pin above.

25 mm, 2.12 grams (MP).

CHU 16. Easter (xmdated, ca. 1950-1955). Purple head of Jesus Christ on white field,

purple Armenian legend./. The style is similar but not identical

® Mary K. Matossian, The Impact of Soviet Policies in Armenia (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1962), p. 161.

Regarding the early career of Catholicos Khoren and his efforts to steer the Armenian Church through the

Soviet storm, see Mabel E. EUiott, Beginning Again at Ararat (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1924),

pp. 322-324.
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to the above types dating from 1941 to 1953. 25 mm, 2.27 grams (MP). [Date of this pin is

conjecture based on style.]

CHU 17. Kevork VI Catholicos of All Armenians (1954). Half-tone purple photo il-

lustration of His Holiness Kevork VI, framed in black. Purple legend in Armenian

. . /1868-1954. 43 mm, 4.21g (LS). [This item marks the

death of Catholicos Kevork VI which occurred in Armenia in 1954.]

Pins of Armenian Community and Political Organizations and Fund Drives

Included in this category are pins issued by several Armenian organizations.

These include charitable and benevolent societies, political parties, and fraternal

lodges, as well as pins promoting fund-raising for the Armenian government or pro-

jects within the Armenian-American community.

ORG 1.* Armenian National Union of America $1 Million Campaign (1918).

Red, green and dark blue on white, mountain with sun behind. Armenian legends/ -/$1,000,000 (on scroll) 71918/. Label in back indicates that this pin was made by “THE

WHITEHEAD & HOAG CO., BUTTONS, BADGES, NOVELTIES AND SIGNS,

NEWARK, N. J.” 18 mm, 1.21 grams (LS-M). [The $1 million fund-raising campaign

sponsored by the Armenian National Union of America was scheduled to take place

during the months of April-Jvme 1918.^°]

ORG 2.* Republic of Armenia Army Fund (1920). Waving Armenian tricolor

(red, blue, and orange horizontal stripes) flag on white field with blue border, circular

legend reading 1920. Label in back indicates that this pin

was manufactured by “PILGRIM SPECIALTY CO., BUTTONS, BADGES,

ADVERTISING SPECIALTIES, MALDEN (?), MASS.” A stamp with the company name

and location appears on the edge. 16 mm, 0.97 grams (LS-M). [General Andranik

Ozanian arrived in the USA in November of 1919, with the principal aim of raising

funds for the Armenian Army. This pin was possibly issued in conjunction with this

campaign.]

ORG 3.* General Antranik (ca. 1920-1922). Black and white bust of Armenian

General Antranik Ozanian in military uniform with shoulder epaulets, military cross

at neck, and round lamb’s wool cap. English legend below reads GEN. ANTRANIK.

Manufactured by “THE WHITEHEAD & HOAG CO., BUTTONS, BADGES,

NOVELTIES AND SIGNS, NEWARK, N.J.” 21 mm, 1.53 grams (LS-M). [This pin was

probably issued in conjunction with General Antranik’s 1920 tour of the United States to

raise funds for the Armenian Army.]

ORG 4. Armenian General Benevolent Union (ca. 1925). Shield-shaped decora-

tive enameled metal pin showing two hands shaking above Mt. Ararat, Armenian le-

gend above, dated 1906. Legend on back reads WHITEHEAD & HOAG,

NEWARK, N.J. 12 x 14 mm, 0.93 grams (LS-M). [This pin was produced in the New

York area; the date is conjecture based on style. The Armenian General Benevolent

Union, a large charitable society, was founded in 1906.]

“Manouk Jizmejian, Patmutiun6 Kaghakakan Kousaktsoutiants 1890-1925 (Fresno; Nor Or,

1930), pp. 360 ff. (in Armenian).
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ORG 5. Armenian Revolutionary Federation 36th Anniversary (Nov. 7, 1926).

Black on white pin, with attached red ribbon stamped in gold leaf. The pin shows photo

portraits of Krisdapor (Mikaelian), (Simon) Zavarian, and Rosdom, each labeled be-

neath in Armenian. Ribbon attached to pin inscribed in English and Armenian, read-

ing 36th Anniversary/of A. R. F./“DASCHNAKTZ0UTIUN7ARF insignia with Arme-

nian letters on banner/ . 3. /Nov. 7/1890-1926. Label in back of

pin reads Wm. Lehmberg & Sons, 138 N 10th St., Phila, Pa. Pin diameter 31.7 mm,

overall length pin plus ribbon 136 mm, ribbon width 40 mm, total weight 3.71 grams

(MP). [This pin was made and distributed in Philadelphia, PA, on November 7, 1926, on

the occasion of the 36th anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Revolutionary

Federation. The ARF, the largest Armenian political organization in the diaspora, en-

joyed a strong following in Philadelphia. This impressive piece in very fine condition

with intact ribbon was obtained from an old collection in the Philadelphia area.]

ORG 6.* Armenian General Benevolent Union (undated, ca. 1931). Flag with

horizontal light blue-green, white, and red stripes. The top stripe shows Armenian

letters . . . ., the center white stripe shows two shaking hands, and the bottom stripe

shows the letters A.G.B.U. Label reads “Made by Eagle Regalia Co., 298 Broadway, New

York” with union bug indicating Baltimore. 24 mm, 1.89 grams (LS-M). [The shaking

hands symbol was an early insignia of the AGBU and was used on items issued in

1931.“]

ORG 7.* Haiasdani Oknootian Gomideh (undated, ca. 1935). Red and black on

white, man presenting a tray offering factories to Mt. Ararat. Armenian letters in

lower right. Label in back indicates pin was made by “Varteresian Bros., jewelery,

phonograph & records, 383 Third Ave., N.Y.C.” 22 mm, 1.62 grams (LS-M). [Haiasdani

Oknootian Gomideh (Armenian Aid Committee) was a front organization of the

Armenian Communist Party of the USA. Possibly this pin was issued to coincide with

the 15th anniversary of Soviet Armenia in 1935.]

ORG 8. Haiasdani Oknootian Gomideh (undated, ca. 1935). Enameled metallic

red, silver, and gold pin with stud designed for jacket buttonhole. Twin peaks of Mt.

Ararat, sun rising between with rays, Armenian letters in gold on red sky.

Beaded edge. 16 mm, 3.68 grams (LS, obtained from a New York collection). [This

piece was accompanied by a postcard commemorating the 15th anniversary of Soviet

Armenia in 1935.]

ORG 9.* SSR of Armenia (undated, ca. 1935). Coat of arms of the Soviet Socialist

Republic of Armenia, showing the twin peaks of Mt. Ararat with hammer and sickle

above, red sky, blue mountain with white snow-capped peaks, and golden wheat.

Armenian legend 1/. Label in back reads “Made by B. Harris Co.,

229 Bowery, N.Y.C.” 25 mm, 1.87 grams (LS-M). [The date assigned, corresponding to

the 15th anniversary of Armenia’s sovietization, is conjecture. This form of the name

of the Armenian state was used irom ca. 1920-1921 until about 1937. This pinback, made

in New York, may have been issued by the Armenian Commxmist Party of the USA.]

ORG 10.* Armenian National Society Thank You (undated). Black and white

photographic half-tone reproduction of a three-story dwelling with the Armenian

“ The same motif appears on a 1931-dated AGBU 25th anniversary medal in the author’s collection.
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abbreviation.- . above and below in English ThanK You. 24 mm, 1.78 grams

(LS-M). [The attractive dwelling depicted on this pin is possibly a newly-acquired office

of this organization. The organization has not been identified and further information

is sought concerning this item.]

ORG 11.* Armenian Relief Society 40th Anniversary (1950). Blue wreath enclosing

the letters A.R.S., legend reading 40th ANNIVERSARY/A.R.S./1910-1950. 25 mm, 1.96

grams (LS). Embossed stamp on the metal in rear showing shears and pincers and

number 137, probably a union label. [The Armenian Relief Society is a large Armenian

women’s charitable society established in Boston in 1910. Two examples of this pin have

been seen by the writer, one obtained from Illinois and the other from Rhode Island.]

ORG 12.* Armenian Revolutionary Federation 50 Year Service Pin (vmdated, ca.

1950). Metallic gold or gold-plated insignia of the ARE with the number 50 above.

Insignia consists of a flag held aloft, a spade, a quill, and a sword. 10x12 mm, 2.04

grams (LS, obtained in Wisconsin). This pin has a threaded post and locking nut to

attach to a jacket lapel.

ORG. 13.* Armenian Relief Society 25 year Service Pin (undated, ca. 1955).

Metallic gold or gold-plated insignia of the ARS with large incuse 25 on the back.

Heart-shaped pin shows the sun and rays between the twin peaks of Mt. Ararat. The

Armenian letters . 0. . (Hai Oknoutian Mioutiun) on a blue enameled field hang

from a cross which is also the hilt of a sword. The entire scene is framed with a wreath

of oak leaves (on left) and wheat (on right). 18 x 26 mm, 4.27 grams (LS, obtained from a

California dealer).

Armenian Flag pins

The use of multi-color printing made it possible to issue pins depicting flags in their

natural colors. Pins depicting Armenian flags were evidently issued by Armenian and

non-Armenian organizations. In this classification only those pins for which a flag is

the central theme are listed. Armenian flags also appear on pins in other categories

(see Relief and Organization categories above). Altogether, quite a variety of flags were

used and this calls for some further investigation.

FLAGl. Armenian Tricolor (1918-1921 era). Waving Armenian tricolor

(enameled red, blue, and yellow flag) on white field with gold plating. Button with stud

designed for jacket lapel buttonhole. Armenian inscription reading 28 1918. 14

mm, 1.95 grams (LS, obtained from a Wisconsin collection).

FLAG 2.* Armenian Tricolor with superimposed insignia (undated, 1918-1921 or

earlier ?). A most unusual style stationary flag, lithographed red, yellow and blue hori-

zontal stripes with an insignia superimposed on the center. Legend above in Armenian, below in English ARMENIA. The insignia is not that of the Republic of

Armenia, but is adapted from an earlier coat of arms that was designed in the 19th cen-

tury. Inside the back of the pin in red are the words SHEFFIELD Sealect “A”, suggest-

See Ohan Gaidzakian, Illustrated Armenia and the Armenians (Boston: B. H. Aznive, 1898), cover and

frontispiece, for illustrations of this insignia. The full design as depicted in Gaidzakian shows Mother

Armenia seated amid ruins beneath a shield surmocmted by a crown, flanked by flags of earlier eras; on the

pin, however, only the shield surmounted by a crown appears. The shield itse is divided into five sectors, a

central one showing Mt. Ararat, and four peripheral sectors showing eagles and lions of earlier Armenian

dynasties. These details are only barely visible on the pin itse. The incorrect order of the flag colors, plus
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ing that this pin was probably issued by a non-Armenian firm as an advertising item.

The lower edge reads “BASTIAN BROS. CO. ROCHESTER, N.Y. 20 mm, 1.27 grams

(LS, obtained 6/01 from a Florida dealer).

FLAG 3.* Armenian Tricolor with tassels (undated, 1918-1930 era). Waving

Armenian tricolor (red, blue, and orange flag) with pole and tassels. English legend

(only) reads ARMENIA. This pin is lithographed directly on the metal, and may have

been distributed by Sweet Caporal Cigarettes or any of several other firms such as

American Pepsin Gum and High Admiral cigarettes. 21 mm, 1.14 grams (LS). [No

indication of the issuing company appears on this pin; however, it is known that Sweet

Caporal issued pins for distribution with cigarettes bearing the flags of several

countries.]

FLAG 4. Armenian Tricolor with tassels (undated, 1918-1930 era). Same as

FLAG 3 above except colors are bright red, dark blue, and orange. 21 mm, 1.16 grams

(LS). 20 mm, 1.20 grams (MP).

FLAG 5. Armenian Tricolor without tassels (undated, 1918-1930 era). Same de-

sign and colors as FLAG 4 above except flag has no tassels. This pin is labeled on the

back in purple with a duck insignia, two union bugs, and a legend reading

GREENDUCK CO. CHICAGO/ PAT FEB 13 1917. A number (probably the patent

number) appears in very small print beneath the union bugs. 21 mm, 1.19 grams (MP).

FLAG 6.* Armenian Tricolor (undated, ca. 1920-1935 era). Armenian tricolor

(red, blue, and orange flag) on pole on white field. 16 mm, 0.87 gram (LS, obtained from

an Armenian collection in Illinois). [This pin has no date, legend, or label. The

assigned date is conjecture.]

Political Campaign pins

Candidates for political office have issued pins for several decades. A few such pins

are designed to appeal to ethnic voters. This category includes pins of candidates ap-

pealing to Armenian voters and pins of Armenian-American candidates for public of-

fice.

POL 1. Eisenhower Presidential Campaign (1952). Red, white and blue, portrait

of President Dwight D. Eisenhower with legend in English letters reading YES GUE

SIREM IKE or “I Like Ike” in the Armenian language. Back shows an embossed union

bug “Union Label Local 137.“ A legend on the edge reads “10 M Armenian” and a union

bug on the edge indicates the location of the “Allied Printing Trades Council 9 as New

York”. 32 mm, two examples weigh 2.74 grams and 2.99 grams (LS). [This pin is

thought to have been used in the 1952 presidential campaign. “I Like Ike” was a popular

slogan during the campaign.]

POL 2. Eisenhower Presidential Campaign (1956). Red on white, Armenian le-

gend reading . 25 mm, 1.69 grams (LS). [This pin was obtained from

a dealer in Missouri who indicated that the pin was produced for the 1956 presidential

campaign. The lettering is quite accurate, with the exception of one letter in the word

“gouzem”.]

the use of this design, suggests the possibiUty that this pin was issued prior to 1920.

^ Hake, p. 199.

An asterisk next to pin numbers indicates pins illustrated in the plate.
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34 FLORER, Michael R. Worldwide Ration Currency; Recent Hardship in Caucasia. Ration

Board, (March 2001), pp. 7-10, illus.

A brief historical background is given and the following Armenian ration tokens are presented: butter, gran-

ulated sugar, rice, broken wheat, tobacco, meat, “prima” tobacco, fish [animal butter], bread ration card for

three months. YTN-,,,,, , <(.'>'>, [
\,-
35 TABAKIAN, Yeprem. “Cilicia” Museum a Source of Intellectual and Spiritual Values -

<')>1' , -. Nov Gyauk, Vol. XXII (20 and 13 April 2000), Nos. 20 and 19, pp. 25 and 13, illus.

Bilingual in English and Armenian.

The collection of the “Cilicia” Museum, located in Amelias, Lebanon, includes coins among other artifacts

relating to the culture of Armenian people. YTN,^ , ,,
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